Astronomica
THE ASTRONOMICA OF MARCUS MANILIUS
BOOK ONE
The Astronomica opens with a proud assertion of its author’s originality and continues with the early history of the study of the heavens; this leads to a sketch of primitive man and a cosmology which alike embrace the beliefs of Stoicism. The central and most substantial part of the first book is the poet’s Sphaera, a versified atlas of the sky. He gives pride of place to the signs of the zodiac, and proceeds to catalogue first the northern and then the southern constellations, following this with a fine declamation on the eternal and immutable nature of the stars. After a brief mention of the planets he passes on to an account of the various celestial circles. The last of these, the Milky Way, has inspired the poet to embark upon a long and ambitious digression culminating in a catalogue of heroes who have received apotheosis. Comets and meteors occupy the final pages of the book, though the astrological relevance of this section is slight, its real function being to pave the way for the theme of the peroration, heavenly portents of disaster. Here Manilius handles with some felicity the plague at Athens and Rome’s civil wars brought to an end by the battle of Actium and the triumph of Augustus.
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BOOK 1
By the magic of song to draw down from heaven god-given skills and fate’s confidants, the stars, which by the operation of divine reason diversify the chequered fortunes of mankind; and to be the first to stir with these new strains a the nodding leaf-capped woods of Helicon, as I bring novel offerings untold by any before me: this is my aim. You, Caesar, b First Citizen and Father of your Country, who rule a world obedient to your august laws and merit the heaven granted to your sire, yourself a god, are the one who inspires this purpose and gives me strength for such lofty themes. Now is heaven the readier to favour those who search out its secrets, eager to display through a poet’s song the riches of the sky. Only in time of peace is there leisure for this task. It is my delight to traverse the very air and spend my life touring the boundless skies, learning of the constellations
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and the contrary motions of the planets. a But this knowledge alone is not enough. A more fervent delight is it to know thoroughly the very heart of the mighty sky, to mark how it controls the birth of all living beings through its signs, and to tell thereof in verse with Apollo tuning my song. Two altars with flame kindled upon them shine before me; at two shrines I make my prayer, beset with a twofold passion, for my song and for its theme. The poet must sing to a fixed measure, and the vast celestial sphere rings in his ears besides, scarce allowing even words of prose to be fitted to their proper phrasing.
25Deeper knowledge of heaven was first granted to earth by the gift of the gods. For who, if the gods wished to conceal it, would have guilefully stolen the secret of the skies, by which all things are ruled? Who of but human understanding would have essayed so great a task as to wish against heaven’s wish to appear a god himself; to reveal paths on high and paths beneath the bottom of the earth and stars obedient to appointed orbits through the void? You, God of Cyllene, b are the first founder of this great and holy science; through you has man gained a deeper knowledge of the sky—the constellations, the names and courses of the signs, their importance and influences—that the aspect of the firmament might be enhanced, that awe might be roused not only by the appearance but by the power of things, and that mankind might learn wherein lay God’s greatest power. c Moreover, nature proffered her
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aid and of her own accord opened up herself, deigning first to inspire those kings a whose minds reached out to heights bordering on heaven, kings who civilized savage peoples beneath the eastern sky, b where the stars return to view and soar above the cities of dusky nations. Then priests c who all their lives offered sacrifice in temples and were chosen to voice the people’s prayer secured by their devotion the sympathy of God; their pure minds were kindled by the very presence of the powerful deity, and the God of heaven brought his servants to a knowledge of heaven and disclosed its secrets to them. These were the men who founded our noble science and were the first by their art to discern the destinies dependent on the wandering stars. Embracing long ages in unremitting toil, they assigned to each period of time its particular events, noting an individual’s nativity and the subsequent pattern of his life, the influence of each hour on the laws of fate, and the great differences effected by small moments. After every aspect of the sky had been observed, as the stars returned to their original positions, and each figuration had assigned to it its powers of influence in accordance with the sure cycles of destiny, by repeated practice and with examples pointing the way experience built up the science; and from wide observation discovered that by hidden laws the stars wield sovereign power and that all heaven moves to the eternal spirit of reason and by sure tokens distinguishes the vicissitudes of fate.
66Before their times man lived in ignorance: he looked without comprehension at the outward appearance and saw not the design of nature’s
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works; he gazed in bewilderment at the strange new light of heaven, now sorrowing at its loss, now joyful at its rebirth; nor why the Sun so often rose, putting to flight the stars, why days varied in duration and the period of darkness fluctuated, and why the lengths of shadows differed according as the Sun retreated or drew nearer, could he understand from the true causes. Nor as yet had ingenuity taught man arts and crafts: the earth lay waste and idled under ignorant husbandmen; gold then had its abode in unvisited mountains, and the sea disturbed by none concealed the existence of unsuspected worlds, for man dared not to entrust his life to the deep or his hopes to the winds, and deemed his little knowledge adequate. But long ages sharpened human wits, the struggle for survival endowed those wretched folk with ingenuity, and the burden of each man’s lot forced him to look to himself to better it: then they took thought to divide their tasks and vied with each other in performing them, and whatever discovery shrewd experience had found by trial, they joyfully surrendered to the common weal. Their barbarous speech, too, then subjected itself to laws of its own; rough soils were tilled for a variety of crops; and the roving sailor made his way into the uncharted sea and established trade-routes between lands unknown to each other. Then the passage of time led to the arts of war and peace, for practice ever breeds one art from another. Not to tell the commonplace, men learnt to understand the utterance of birds; to divine from the entrails of animals; to burst snakes asunder by incantations; to summon up the dead and rouse the depths of Acheron; to turn day into night and night into the
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brightness of day. Thus, ever ready to learn, ingenuity by its endeavours overcame all obstacles. Nor did man’s reason set bound or limit to its activities until it scaled the skies, grasped the innermost secrets of the world by its understanding of their causes, and beheld all that anywhere exists. It perceived why clouds were shaken and shattered by so loud a crash; why winter’s snowflakes were softer than summer’s hail; why volcanoes blazed with fire and the solid earth quaked; why rain poured down and what cause set the winds in motion. It freed men’s minds from wondering at portents by wresting from Jupiter his bolts and power of thunder and ascribing to the winds the noise and to the clouds the flame. After reason had referred these several happenings to their true causes, it ventured beyond the atmosphere to seek knowledge of the neighbouring vastness of heaven and comprehend the sky as a whole; it determined the shapes and names of the signs, and discovered what cycles they experienced according to fixed law, and that all things moved to the will and disposition of heaven, as the constellations by their varied array assign different destinies.
113This is the theme that rises before me, a theme hitherto unhallowed in verse. May fortune favour my grand emprise, and may a life of many years crowned with a serene old age be mine, a enabling me to surmount the great vastness of the subject and pursue my course with equal care through mighty things and small.

118And since from the heights of heaven my song descends and thence comes down the established rule of fate, first must I sing of nature’s true appearance and describe the whole universe after its own
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likeness. Some hold that the universe does not derive its elements from any source but is devoid of origin, that it ever was and ever shall be, without beginning as it is without end a ; it may be that ages ago chaos in travail separated the mingled elements of matter and that, having given birth to the shining universe, the darkness fled, banished to infernal gloom b ; perhaps nature after a thousand ages remains an aggregate of indivisible atoms, though doomed to dissolve and return to the same form, and the total sum is made up of practically nothing and will become nothing, and it is lifeless matter which has produced heaven and earth c ; possibly the universe was constructed out of fire and flickering flames, d which have formed the eyes of heaven and dwell throughout the whole system and shape the lightning which flashes in the skies; the skies, perchance, were born of water, e without which matter is parched and hardened and which quenches the very fire by which it is destroyed; else it may be that neither earth nor fire nor air nor water acknowledges a begetter, but themselves constitute a godhead of four elements, f which have formed the sphere of the universe and ban all search for a source beyond them, having created all things from themselves, so that cold combines with hot, wet with dry, and airy with solid, and the discord is one of harmony, allowing apt unions and generative activity and enabling the elements to produce all things. These questions will always cause dispute among men of genius, and uncertainty is bound to attend that which is hidden from us and is so far above the ken of man and god. But, however obscure its origin, all are
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agreed about the outward appearance of the universe, and the orderly arrangement of its structure is fixed. Winged fire a soared aloft to ethereal reaches and, compassing the rooftops of the starry sky, fashioned the walls of the world with ramparts of flame. Air next sank down to become the tenuous breezes and spread out the atmosphere midway through the empty spaces of the sky. The third place was allotted to the expanse of the waters and floating billows, as the level sea at its birth was poured abroad to form the whole of ocean, to the end that water might breathe out and expel the subtle vapours and so feed air which draws the seeds of its being from water, whilst, set beneath the neighbouring stars, the breath of air might nourish the fire. Lastly to the bottom sank earth, moulded into a ball by its weight, and mud, mixed with shifting sand, collected as the light liquid gradually made its way to the top; more and more the moisture withdrew to form clear waters, the filtering of the liquid built up land, and the fluid plains came to rest in hollow valleys; so by degrees mountains emerged from the deep, and the round world sprang forth from the waves, but closed in on every side by the vast ocean. And it remains stable for the reason that every part of the firmament is equally distant from it, and, by falling from every direction, has made it impossible for its central and lowest part to fall. b	Comment by Iza Steiner: Evolution
173And did not the Earth’s weight hang poised, the Sun would not drive his car past his setting, as the stars of heaven appeared, and would never return to
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his rising, or the Moon pursue through space a path under the horizon, nor at the hour of dawn would shine the Morning Star, which earlier as the Star of Eve had sent forth its light after traversing the sky. a As it is, however, since the Earth has not been cast down to the lowest depth but remains poised in midair, all the space about it affords passage, so that the heavens may set, pass under the Earth, and duly rise again. For I cannot believe that when stars appear to view their risings are the product of chance or that the firmament is so often created anew and the Sun dies daily and is continually reborn: for centuries the constellations have displayed the same features, the selfsame Sun has emerged from the selfsame quarter of the sky, and the Moon has waxed and waned over a constant number of days and phases. Nature adheres to the paths which she herself has made and commits not the errors of inexperience: the daytime revolves about the globe with its never-failing light, heralding the selfsame hours now to these regions, now to those, and ever does dawn move farther away if one travels towards the dawn, or sunset if towards the sunset; and as with the Sun’s, so too with heaven’s rising and setting.
194But the principle of the Earth’s suspension should cause you no surprise. The firmament itself hangs thus and does not rest on any base, as is clear from the actual movement of its swift career; the Sun moves unsupported, as it wheels its chariot nimbly now this way and now that, keeping to its turning points in heaven; and the Moon and the stars wing their way through empty regions of the sky: therefore the Earth, too, in obedience to celestial laws, has hung suspended. Thus it is that
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Earth has been allotted a hollow space in mid-air, equidistant from every quarter of heaven’s depths, not spread into flat plains but fashioned into a sphere which rises and falls equally at every point. This is the shape of nature: so even the universe, itself in circular movement, gives round shapes to the stars; round, we see, is the orb of the Sun, and round is the orb of the Moon, which looks in vain for light for its rotund body inasmuch as the sun’s oblique rays do not fall on the whole of its globe. This is the shape that continues for ever and most resembles that of the gods: nowhere in it is there beginning or end, but it is like unto itself over all its surface, identical at every point. So too the Earth is rounded and reflects the shape of the heavens, and being the lowest of all heavenly bodies occupies a completely central location.
215That is why it is impossible to behold all the constellations in every part of the world. You will never find Canopus shining until you have crossed the seas and come to the shores of Rhodes a ; but those who dwell beneath that brilliant star will look in vain for the Bear, because they inhabit regions on the Earth’s lower flanks and because lands which bulge in between rob them of this part of heaven and block their view of it. The Earth makes you, O Moon, a witness to its roundness: when at night your star is plunged into utter darkness and suffers eclipse, it does not bewilder all nations at the same time; but first the lands of the orient miss your light,
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then the places situated beneath the middle sky, a and late is the brass clashed among the peoples of the west. b If the Earth were flat, you would rise for the whole world only once and the failure of your light would be lamented by every land at the same time. But since the shape of the Earth follows a smooth curve, the Moon appears to these lands first, and then to those, rising and setting simultaneously, because it is carried along a bellying orbit and equally combines a downward with an upward slope, as it rises above some horizons, leaving others behind. c
236All over the Earth dwell the countless tribes of man and beast and fowl of the air. One region which they inhabit reaches towards the northern bears, another is situated in southern climes: the latter lies beneath our feet, but believes itself on top, because the ground conceals its gradual curvature and one’s path may equally well be said to rise as to fall. When the Sun reaches our Occident and looks upon this lower world, d there the dawn of day is rousing cities from slumber and is bringing to those lands with daylight the appointed round of work; we here are wrapped in night and summon sleep to our limbs. Both worlds are at once separated and connected by ocean’s waves. e
247This fabric which forms the body of the boundless universe, together with its members composed of
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nature’s divers elements, air and fire, earth and level sea, is ruled by the force of a divine spirit; by sacred dispensation the deity brings harmony and governs with hidden purpose, arranging mutual bonds between all parts, so that each may furnish and receive another’s strength and that the whole may stand fast in kinship despite its variety of forms. a	Comment by Iza Steiner: monist
255Now shall I tell you in their fixed ranks of the fiery signs which gleam in every part of heaven. And first my song will be of those b that with their slanting array girdle the heavens in the midst thereof and bear in succession through the seasons the Sun and the other planets which struggle against the movement of the celestial sphere, signs all of which you will be able to count in a cloudless sky and from which the whole scheme of destiny is derived: thus shall that part of heaven be first which holds the vaults of heaven together.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Zodiac first
263Resplendent in his golden fleece the Ram leads the way and looks back with wonder at the backward rising of the Bull, who with lowered face and brow summons the Twins; these the Crab follows, the Lion the Crab, and the Virgin the Lion. Then the Balance, having matched daylight with the length of night, draws on the Scorpion, ablaze with his glittering constellation, c at whose tail the man with body of a horse aims with taut bow a winged shaft, ever in act to shoot. Next comes Capricorn, curled up within his cramped d asterism, and after him from urn upturned the Waterman pours forth
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the wonted stream for the Fishes which swim eagerly into it; and these as they bring up the rear of the signs are joined by the Ram.
275Now where heaven reaches its culmination in the shining Bears, which from the summit of the sky look down on all the stars and know no setting and, shifting their opposed stations about the same high point, set sky and stars in rotation, from there an insubstantial axis runs down through the wintry air and controls the universe, keeping it pivoted at opposite poles: it forms the middle about which the starry sphere revolves and wheels its heavenly flight, but is itself without motion and, drawn straight through the empty spaces of the great sky to the two Bears and through the very globe of the Earth, stands fixed. Yet the axis is not solid with the hardness of matter, nor does it possess massive weight such as to bear the burden of the lofty firmament; but since the entire atmosphere ever revolves in a circle, and every part of the whole rotates to the place from which it once began, that which is in the middle, about which all moves, so insubstantial that it cannot turn round upon itself or even submit to motion or spin in circular fashion, this men have called the axis, since, motionless itself, it yet sees everything spinning about it. a	Comment by Iza Steiner: Axis of the universe
294The top of the axis is occupied by constellations well known to hapless mariners, guiding them over the measureless deep in their search for gain. Helice, b the greater, describes the greater are; it is marked by seven stars which vie with each other
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in radiance: under its guidance the ships of Greece set sail to cross the seas. Cynosura a is small and wheels round in a narrow circle, less in brightness as it is in size, but in the judgement of the Tyrians it excels the larger bear. Carthaginians count it the surer guide when at sea they make for unseen shores. They are not set face to face: each with its muzzle points at the other’s tail and follows one that follows it. Sprawling between them and embracing each the Dragon separates and surrounds them with its glowing stars lest they ever meet or leave their stations.
308Between this northern and the middle zone, wherein the seven planets fly through the twelve signs that resist their passage, b there rise constellations which have part in opposite qualities, here close to heaven’s cold and here to its flames. Since these constellations are tempered by an atmosphere which is intermediate owing to the conflict within it of both extremes, they render fertile for mortals the lands beneath them. Next to the chill Bears and the frozen north comes a figure on bended knee, c the reason for whose posture is known to none but him. In his rear shines the Bearward, called also Bootes; true is the name men have widely given him, threatening-like since he presses forward as one does over a team of bullocks; and he pulls along with him the star Arcturus beneath the middle of his breast. But on the other side of Bootes floats the Crown’s lustrous ring, which twinkles with varying luminosity; for the circle is dominated by a single star, d which with passing splendour sparkles in the mid forehead and enhances with its blazing flame the bright lights of the constellation. They shine as the
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memorial of deserted Ariadne; and one may see among the stars the Lyre, its arms spread apart in heaven, with which in time gone by Orpheus charmed all that his music reached, making his way even to the ghosts of the dead and causing the decrees of hell to yield to his song. Wherefore it has honour in heaven and power to match its origin: then it drew in its train forests and rocks; now it leads the stars after it and makes off with the vast orb of the revolving sky. One called Ophiuchus holds apart the serpent which with its mighty spirals and twisted body encircles his own, that so he may untie its knots and back that winds in loops. But, bending its supple neck, the serpent looks back and returns; and the other’s hands slide over the loosened coils. The struggle will last for ever, since they wage it on level terms with equal powers. Hard by is the place allotted to the Swan: Jupiter himself placed it in the sky as a reward for the shape with which he snared the admiring Leda, when, a god changed into a snow-white swan, he came down and offered his feathered form to the unsuspecting woman. Now too with outspread wings it flies among the stars. Next shines a constellation which resembles the appearance and flight of an arrow. Then soars to the heights the bird of mighty Jupiter a as though, winging its way with wonted movement, it were carrying thunderbolts; it is a bird worthy of Jupiter and the sky, which it furnishes with awful armaments. Then the Dolphin too rises starward from the deep, the pride of sea and sky, in each revered. b Him the Horse in swift career strives to overtake and speeds along, his front distinguished by a resplendent star c : this	Comment by Iza Steiner: Reference to preceseeion and Vega?
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constellation is bounded by Andromeda. a There follows, with two equal sides parted by one unequal, a sign seen flashing with three stars and named Deltoton, called after its likeness. b Next come Cepheus and Cassiepia, c twisting to witness the sacrifice she caused and Andromeda abandoned hard by, who would shrink before the enormous gaping jaws of the Sea-monster, d did not Perseus even in heaven maintain his former love and come with timely aid, holding up the dread face of the Gorgon, a triumph for him but death for the beholder. Next, bearing his footsteps near the crouching Bull comes the Charioteer whose calling won him heaven and a name: first of men to speed in a high chariot behind a team of four, he was seen by Jupiter and hallowed in the skies. Him follow the Kids e that with their constellation close the seas, f and the goat famed for having suckled the king of heaven; nourished from her udders he seized the throne of Olympus, drawing strength from that wild milk to wield the lightning and the power of thunder. Therefore Jupiter hallowed it, as was its due, with a place among the eternal stars, repaying heaven gained with the gift of heaven. g
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373Look now at the constellations which rise to the south of the Sun’s path and glide above torrid lands; look, too, at the lights whose orbits wheel between the chill sign of Capricorn and the sky which rests on the bottom pole. Beneath these stars lies the other part of Earth we may not tread and unknown nations of mankind. Inaccessible to us, their realms draw from the same Sun light that we share and shadows which fall contrary to ours; in an inverted sky they behold signs which set on the left and rise on the right. Their heaven is neither smaller nor inferior in brightness, and no fewer are the stars which rise upon their world. All else yield they not: yet they admit defeat over a single luminary, Augustus, who like a star has fallen to the fortune of our world: greatest lawgiver is he now on earth, in heaven will be hereafter. Near neighbour to the Twins, Orion may be seen stretching his arms over a vast expanse of sky and rising to the stars with no less huge a stride. A single light marks each of his shining shoulders, and three aslant trace the downward line of his sword; but three mark Orion’s head, which is imbedded in high heaven with his countenance remote. a It is Orion who leads the constellations as they speed over the full circuit of heaven. At his heels follows the Dog outstretched in full career: no star comes on mankind more violently or causes more trouble when it departs. Now it rises shivering with cold, now it leaves a radiant world open to the heat of the Sun b : thus it moves the world to either	Comment by Iza Steiner: Reference to Sirius??
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extreme and brings opposite effects. Those who from Mount Taurus’ lofty peak a observe it ascending when it returns at its first rising learn of the various outcomes of harvests and seasons, what state of health lies in store, and what measure of harmony. It stirs up war and restores peace, and returning in different guise affects the world with the glance it gives it and governs with its mien. Sure proof that the star has this power are its colour and the quivering of the fire that sparkles in its face. Hardly is it inferior to the Sun, save that its abode is far away and the beams it launches from its sea-blue face are cold. In splendour it surpasses all other constellations, and no brighter star is bathed in ocean or returns to heaven from the waves. Then come Procyon and the swift Hare. Then famed Argo, raised to the skies from the sea which it was the first to cross, sails upon the depths of the heaven it earned by its brave exploits, made a god for having given safety to gods. Next to it is the Water-snake, whose stars are so arranged as to represent its scaly skin. Then shines the bird that is sacred to Phoebus b and with it the Bowl beloved of Bacchus and the Centaur of twofold form; he is half man, joined at the waist to the body of a horse. Next has heaven a temple of its own, where, its rites now paid, the Altar gleams after victory gained when Earth in rage bore forth the monstrous Giants against the skies. Then even the gods sought aid of mighty gods, and Jupiter himself felt the need of another Jupiter, fearing lest 	Comment by Iza Steiner: Sirius powerful as the sun!
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 his power prove powerless. He saw the earth rising up, so that he deemed all nature was being overthrown; mountains piled on lofty mountains he saw growing; he saw the stars retreating from heights which were now neighbours, heights which brought up the armed Giants, brood of a mother they tore apart, deformed creatures of unnatural face and shape. Nor did the gods know whether anyone could inflict death upon them or whether forces existed greater than their own. Then it was that Jupiter set up the constellation of the Altar, which of all altars shines brightest even now. Next a to it Cetus undulates its scaly body; it rises aloft upon a spiral of coils and splashes with such a belly b as drove the sea beyond its proper shores when it appeared from the waves to destroy the daughter of Cepheus exposed upon the cliffs. Then rises the Southern Fish in the quarter of the wind after which it is named. To it are joined the Rivers c which make their winding way along great curves of stars: Aquarius connects his waters with the upper reaches of the one stream, whilst the other flows from Orion’s out-thrust foot; they meet each other and blend their stars together.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Gigantomachy 
443Such are the stars with which the sky is stippled in the part of the firmament foreign to us between the pathways of the Sun and those unseen Bears which turn the axis that groans beneath heaven’s weight: these stars the ancient poets have called southern. The most distant stars, which everlastingly circle at the bottom of heaven and for ever support the shining temples of the firmament, and which never, with a
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change of pole, come back to our sight, reflect the appearance of the upper sky and like shapes of stars. We assume by analogy that Bears with faces averted from each other are separated and encircled by a single Dragon, since the mind imagines that this southern circle of heaven, turning in its rotation those constellations which shun our gaze, is supported by similar signs just as it is by a similar pole.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Assumes SCPole is a reflection of northern constellations.
456These then are the stars which are spread over the whole sphere of heaven and occupy in the vast ether their several abodes. Only look not for shapes like bodily shapes or think to see all the members shining with equal brilliance with nothing missing or anywhere left devoid of light. The heavens will be unable to endure the heat of so intense a conflagration, if the full form of every constellation is figured in flame. Whatever nature has removed from such fires she has subtracted from a burden to which she would have proved unequal. She is satisfied with merely indicating the forms of the constellations and depicting them by certain stars. An outline describes the appearance and along it beacon answers to beacon; the centre is to be inferred from the edges and the rear from the surface: it is enough if not all is hidden. When in mid-course the Moon is full, then most of all do the princely luminaries shine conspicuous in the heavens; the whole stellar populace fades from sight, and they flee, an innominate throng. Then may one see the constellations immaculate in the open spaces of the sky; they neither bewilder us with their numbers nor move encumbered by a multitude of petty stars.
474And that you may better recognize the bright constellations, mark this: they know no variation
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in their settings and returnings, but each without fail rises to display its proper stars, regularly keeping to the same times of coming up and going down. Nothing in this mighty edifice is more wonderful than its design and the obedience of all to immutable law. Nowhere does confusion do harm; nothing in any of its parts moves randomly to enlarge or shorten its course or alter the order of its movement. What is there so complex in its appearance, and yet so sure in the uniformity of its changes?	Comment by Iza Steiner: Immutable stars
483For my part I find no argument so compelling as this to show that the universe moves in obedience to a divine power and is indeed the manifestation of God, and did not come together at the dictation of chance. Yet this is what he a would have us believe who first built the walls of the heavens from minute atoms and into these resolved them again; he held that from these atoms are formed the seas, the lands, and the stars in the sky, and the air by which in its vast space worlds are created and dissolved; and that all matter returns to its first origins and changes the shapes of things. Who could believe that such massive structures have been created from tiny atoms without the operation of a divine will, and that the universe is the creature of a blind compact? If chance gave such a world to us, chance itself would govern it. Then why do we see the stars arise in regular succession and duly perform as at the word of command their appointed courses, none hurrying ahead, none left behind? Why are the summer nights and the nights of winter ever made beautiful with the selfsame stars? Why does each day of the year bring back to the sky a fixed pattern and a fixed pattern leave at its departure? Already when the	Comment by Iza Steiner: Not a random universe
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Greeks overthrew Troy the Bear and Orion moved with fronts opposed, she content to describe her gyrations at the pole, he rising to face her in opposition as she wheels on the other side and to traverse for ever the whole sky. Even then could men measure by the constellations the passage of the dark night, even then had the sky recorded the succession of its hours. How many the realms that have collapsed since the sack of Troy! How many the peoples led into captivity! How oft has Fortune brought slavery and sovereignty in turn and returned in a different guise! To what high sovereignty has it rekindled the ashes of Troy, forgetful of the past! a And Greece in its turn has been crushed by Asia’s destiny. b It were a toilsome task to chronicle the centuries and tell how oft the fiery Sun has returned to traverse the heavens in its varied course. Everything born to a mortal existence is subject to change, nor does the earth notice that, despoiled by the passing years, it bears an appearance which varies through the ages. The firmament, however, conserving all its parts, remains intact, neither increased with length of time nor diminished by old age; it is neither the least bit warped by its motion nor wearied by its speed: it will remain the same for ever, since the same has it always been. No different heaven did our fathers see, no different heaven will our posterity behold. It is God, and changes not in time. That the Sun never deviates to the crosswise-lying Bears and never changes direction, setting course for the orient and bringing forth a dawn born of unwonted lands; that the Moon does not exceed her appointed orbs of light, but preserves the regularity of her waxing and waning; 	Comment by Iza Steiner: Major constellations	Comment by Iza Steiner: Not so reliable	Comment by Iza Steiner: Unchangeable = God ….no precession
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that the stars poised in heaven fall not upon Earth but take fixed periods of time to accomplish their orbits: all this is not the result of chance, but the plan of a God most high.
532These then are the constellations which decorate the sky with even spread, their fires panelling the ceiling of heaven with various designs. Higher than these is there nothing, for they are the roof of the universe; they are the limits within which the common abode of nature is content to be held, embracing the sea and lands that lie beneath. They all move on a consistent course, coming into view and setting where heaven ever sinks and, turning, reappears. There exist other stars, which strive against the contrary movement of the sky a and in their swift orbits are poised between heaven and earth: Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and the Sun, and beneath them Mercury performing its flight between Venus and the Moon.
539How great is the space occupied by the vault of the heavens and how great the territory within which the twelve signs of the zodiac move, we learn from reason, reason that no barriers or huge masses or dark recesses withstand; all things yield to reason, and it can penetrate the sky itself. Now the distance of the signs from land and sea is equal to the extent of two signs: for, where a circle is cut through the middle, the line formed amounts to a third of the circumference, a line so dividing the whole as to leave a small difference. b Therefore the highest point of heaven is twice two signs distant from the lowest, a distance, that is, of one third of the twelve	Comment by Iza Steiner: Math doesn’t seem right…. Should be three signs high and low
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signs. But since the Earth is suspended in the middle of space, it is two signs separated from the north pole and two from the south. Consequently, whatever glance you cast heavenward from the Earth, both where the eyes pass through space and where they cannot do so, a must be equal to a length of two signs; six of these lengths make up the circle of the round belt, where move the twelve signs which weave in equal lengths the pattern of heaven: so wonder not that men born under the same stars experience different fortunes and that destinies vary with enormous differences of kind, since the space that each sign occupies is so large, and so great the period of time in which it revolves, six signs rising in the course of the day and as many emerging from ocean in the hours of night.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Why different destinies
561I have still to try to expound to you the regions of the sky and the lines marking heaven at fixed intervals through which are directed the fiery ranks of the constellations.
563 A First must I describe the five parallel circles, so called because each so traverses the heavens as ever to remain at a constant distance from the poles and from each other. That you may plot them accurately, remember that the sky’s curve from pole to pole stretches through thirty full degrees. b And coming nearest the pinnacle of heaven, the first circle c upholds the Bear gleaming at the north and is distant from the celestial pole six full degrees. Below it a second, d touching	Comment by Iza Steiner: 6 degrees from pole to Ursa Major
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the Crab’s extreme sign, wherein Phoebus completes the lingering of his light and slowly swings his rays through long curves, adopts from the heat of midsummer the name of summer tropic, acquiring the title of the season; with its warmth it marks out the turning-point and northerly limit of the Sun’s winged career, and is five degrees distant from the northern circle. A third circle, a set in the midmost region of the sky, girds with a huge ring the full circuit of heaven and sees a pole on either side; here with his light the Sun matches night and day in hours of equal number as he passes through the tempered seasons of spring and autumn and divides the middle of heaven with impartial boundary; this circle withdraws its track four degrees away from that of the summer solstice. Next after this a boundary named the winter tropic b marks the furthest station of the retreating Sun, when, as he describes his briefest arc, he gives us scant bounty with the slanting fires of his rays, although in the lands over which he hangs time halts, light tarries long, and, prolonged by the glowing heat, the day scarce comes to an end; this boundary is removed from the last by twice two degrees of the circumference. After these one circle remains c : it is the nearest to the distant pole and confines and beleaguers the southern Bears. Likewise it leaves the winter circle five degrees behind, and is as distant from the opposite pole, which it adjoins, as is the	Comment by Iza Steiner: Phoebus = Sun	Comment by Iza Steiner: Pole to bear 6 degrees, bear to Cancer tropic 5 degrees, tropic to Equator 4 degrees
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northern circle from our pole. a The path of these circles is the same as the sky’s, and they wheel along the same orbit; they match their risings and settings uniformly, since, curved along the spin of the whole sphere, they trace lines which follow the rotation of high heaven, ever preserving equidistant intervals from each other, the boundaries for all time assigned them, and their appointed stations.
603There are two circles, b placed crosswise to each other, which are drawn from one pole and received by the other: they cut all the circles mentioned above and cut each other, converging at the two poles of heaven; thence they traverse the sky and are drawn straight to the pole. They mark the seasons of the year and the division of heaven along the zodiac into four portions of equal months. One line, c descending from the summit of the sky, passes through the Dragon’s tail and the Bears that shun ocean, and the yoke of the Balance d which revolves in the midmost circle. e It cleaves the extremity of the Water-snake and the middle of the southern Centaur, and again converges upon the opposing circle at the pole; returning thence heavenward, it marks the scaly back of the Whale, the boundary of the Ram, the bright Triangle, the lowest folds of
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Andromeda’s robe, and her mother’s feet, and, the pole regained, ends with its beginning. The other circle a rests upon the middle of this one at the upper pole, whence it passes through the forefeet and neck of that Bear which with the setting of the Sun seven stars bring first to view as it offers its lights to the blackness of night; it parts the Crab from the Twins and grazes the Dog with the blazing face and the rudder of the Ship which conquered ocean; thence it touches the hidden pole, cutting at right angles the path of the former circle. On its way back from this line it touches Capricorn and, leaving Capricorn’s stars, marks the Eagle; it runs through the inverted Lyre and the coils of the Dragon, and passes by the stars of Cynosure’s hind feet, whose tail it cuts at right angles close to the pole. Here it meets itself again, mindful whence it came.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Equatorial meridians
631These circles the seasons have fixed in a permanent abode; their paths through the signs do not change, and their position remains the same for ever: but there are two circles to which they have given wings. One, b starting from the northern pole, cuts the sky in the middle and divides the day into two, determines the sixth hour c and beholds at equal distances sunrise and sunset. It changes position among the constellations; and, whether one moves towards east or west, he finds above him a circle passing directly overhead so as to part the sky in the middle and mark a bisection of heaven’s vault; with his position on the Earth a man changes both his view of the sky and the time of day, because different peoples have different skies and times along their meridians. The mid-hour revolves about the world: when Phoebus rises from the surface of the ocean, it
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is the sixth hour for those who dwell immediately beneath the golden orb; and again, it is the sixth hour for the people of the west, when the Sun retires to the shadows: these two sixth hours we reckon as first and last of day respectively, and at such times we receive but chill rays from the Sun’s distant fires. Should you wish to learn the bounds of the other circle, a let your eyes and gaze freely rotate in a circle about yourself: where heaven’s lowest edge and Earth’s uppermost rim meet, where the universe comes together without an intervening space and restores to the sea or receives therefrom the shining stars, there you have the fine boundary-line which runs like a girdle across the universe. This line, too, can fly all over the sky, now moving to heaven’s central region and torrid zone, now to the Bear’s seven twinklers and the stars that never disappear from view; and, wherever a man’s wandering feet have trodden, as he travels now to these lands and now to those, he will always be finding a new circle, which will change with his position on the Earth. In fact, this circle will show you one part of heaven and leave hidden the other; it will mark heaven with a variable boundary, on which moves its position precisely as moves the observer’s eye. b	Comment by Iza Steiner: Changes in latitude
666To these you must add two circles which lie athwart and trace lines that cross each other. One c contains the shining signs through which the Sun plies his reins, followed by the wandering Moon in
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her chariot, and wherein the five planets which struggle against the opposite movement of the sky a perform the dances of their orbits that nature’s law diversifies. This circle is held by the Crab at the top, at the bottom by Capricorn, and is twice crossed by the circle which balances day and night, b whose line it cuts in the signs of the Ram and the Balance. Thus the curve of the circle is drawn through three circles c and conceals by its downward slope the straightness of its path. Nor does it elude the sight of the eye, as if it were a circle to be comprehended by the mind alone, even as the previous circles are perceived by the mind: nay, throughout its mighty circuit it shines like a baldric studded with stars and gives brilliance to heaven with its broad outline standing out in sharp relief. d
684The other circle e is placed crosswise to it. It approaches the Bears but bends back its outline a little way from the circle of the north; passing through the constellation of the inverted f Cassiepia it thence descends by a slanting path to reach the Swan; it cuts the summer boundary, the supine Eagle, the circle of equal day and night, and the zone which carries the horses of the Sun, passing between the blazing tail of the Scorpion and the tip of the Archer’s left hand and arrow; from there it winds its tortuous trail through the legs and hoofs of the southern Centaur, and begins once more to climb
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the sky; it cuts the ship of the Greeks a through the top of the stern-post, heaven’s middle circle, and the Twins through the bottom of their sign; then it enters the Charioteer and, making for Cassiepia, whence it set out, passes over the figure of Perseus; and it completes in Cassiepia the circuit which it began with her. At two points it cuts the three middle circles and the circle which carries the signs and is as often cleft itself. One need not search to find it: of its own accord it strikes the eyes; it tells of itself unasked, and compels attention. It shines like a glowing path in the dark-blue of the heavens, as though it would suddenly open up the sky and let forth the light of day, or like a track running through green fields, a track worn by the constant passage of cart-wheels repeating the same journey. b As the sea whitens where a vessel draws the furrow of its wake and, whilst the waters foam, the surge forms a road which churned eddies have roused from the upturned depths, so the track shines bright in the blackness of heaven, cleaving with a huge band of light the dark-blue sky. And just as the rainbow describes its arc through the clouds, even thus the white track marking the vault of heaven lies overhead; and it draws the gaze of mortals upwards, as they marvel at the strange glow through night’s darkness and search, with mind of man, the cause of the divine. Perchance, c they wonder, the firmament is seeking to split into separate segments; with the slackening of the framework cracks are opening and admit new light through a split in the ceiling: what	Comment by Iza Steiner: Milky Way
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would men not fear might befall them, when they behold the great firmament damaged, and hurt done to heaven strikes their eyes? Possibly the skies are coming together and the bases of two vaults meet and fasten the rims of celestial segments; out of the connection is formed a conspicuous scar marking a suture of the skies, and transformed by its dense structure into ethereal mist the compressed seam causes the foundations of high heaven to harden into a solid joint. Perhaps that belief is more justly held which asserts that here in ages past the horses of the Sun pursued a different course and wore another path; over long centuries the track was burnt up and the constellations scorched by the flames, losing their sky-dark appearance beneath an altered hue: ash spread over the region and buried heaven beneath it. A story also comes down to us from ancient times that Phaethon sped through the stars in his father’s chariot; whilst looking more intently at the unfamiliar spectacle of heaven and boyishly sporting in the sky as he proudly revelled in the glittering chariot, longing to surpass his father, he veered from the accustomed course and with a swerving team left the appointed track and branded a fresh circuit upon the heavens: the inexperienced signs could not withstand the fires which wandered from their guide-post and a chariot out of control. Why complain that flames raged the whole world over and that the earth became a funeral pyre which burned in every city? When the debris of the shattered chariot was scattered far and wide, even the sky caught fire: heaven itself paid dear for that conflagration, and the nearby stars blazed with
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unwonted flames and even now display the marks of past calamity. Nor must I conceal an ancient legend less tragic than the well-known one, that from the snow-white breast of heaven’s queen there flowed a stream of milk which left its colour upon the skies; wherefore is it called the Milky Way, and the name derives from its actual origin. Or is it that a greater host of stars has woven its fires in a dense circlet and glows with concentrated light, and that the ring shines the more radiantly for the massing of its brightness? Perhaps the souls of heroes, outstanding men deemed worthy of heaven, freed from the body and released from the globe of Earth, pass hither and, dwelling in a heaven that is their own, live the infinite years of paradise and enjoy celestial bliss. If so, here we honour the line of Aeacus, a here the sons of Atreus, b and warlike Diomede; the man of Ithaca, c too, who by his triumphs on land and sea was nature’s conqueror; the Pylian, d renowned for a long life of triple span, and the other Greek chiefs who fought at Troy; Hector, bulwark and glory of the Ilian race, together with Aurora’s dusky son e and him f of the Thunderer’s stock who ruled Lycia; nor let me pass you by, Amazonian maid, g and the other kings sent by Thrace, the nations of Asia, and Pella, h whose greatest glory lies in him i called Great. Nor must I fail to mention the sages, strong of mind, men of exact and weighty judgement, who in their own selves possessed every endowment: the upright Solon and resolute Lycurgus; the inspired	Comment by Iza Steiner: List of heroes who were all enemies of Herakles!
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Plato and the man a who had fashioned him, whose condemnation served rather to condemn his native Athens; and the conqueror b of Persia, the land whose fleet covered the sea. There follow the warriors of Rome, whose host is now the largest; here are the kings save only Tarquin, here the Horatian brothers, a whole battle-line produced at a single birth, c here also Scaevola, ennobled by his mutilated arm d ; Cloelia, a maid of more than manly courage, e and Cocles, bearing as blazon f the walls of Rome which he defended; Corvinus, winner of spoils and a name, aided in combat by a bird which hides beneath a bird’s exterior the godhead of Phoebus g ; Camillus, who by saving Jove’s Capitol h won a place in heaven and in saving founded Rome; Brutus, the establisher of a city rescued from a king; Papirius, who avenged a treacherous defeat in open battle i ; Fabricius and Curius, a well-matched pair j ; Marcellus, third to win the palm of honour, k and Cossus, who before him had stripped the spoil from a king he killed; and the Decii, rivals in their self-sacrifice and equals in their glory. l Here is	Comment by Iza Steiner: Reference to Apollo?
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Fabius, whom delay made invincible, and here Livius, with his comrade-in-arms Nero, the vanquisher of ruthless Hasdrubal; the Scipionic generals, a single agent of Carthage’s doom a ; world-conquering Pompey, whom three triumphs b made first citizen before the appointed time; and Cicero, who won the consulship by the wealth of his oratory. Here is the great line of Claudius c ; the leading members of the Aemilian house; and the famed Metelli. Here are Cato and Agrippa, who proved in arms the one the master, the other the maker of his destiny; and the Julian d who boasted descent from Venus. Augustus has come down from heaven and heaven one day will occupy, guiding its passage through the zodiac with the Thunderer e at his side; in the assembly of the gods he will behold mighty Quirinus and him whom he himself has dutifully added as a new deity to the powers above, on a higher plane than shines the belt of the Milky Way. There is the gods’ abode, and here is theirs, who, peers of the gods in excellence, attain to the nearest heights.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Apollo?? Who is Quirinus?
809Now before I proceed to ascribe to the stars f their powers and tell in my song of the fateful laws of the signs, I must complete the picture of heaven and note whatever in the whole system shines with
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especial brightness at any place or time. For there are fires born at infrequent intervals and forthwith swept away. a In times of great upheaval rare ages have seen the sudden glow of flame through the clear air and comets blaze into life and perish. Maybe the earth breathes forth an inborn vapour, and this damper breath is overpowered by an arid air; when clouds are banished for long periods of clear weather so that air grows hot and dry under the rays of the sun, fire then descends and seizes its apt sustenance and a flame takes hold of the matter that suits its nature; and since there is no solid body, but only the wandering elements of the breezes, tenuous and most like to drifting smoke, the action is short-lived and the fires last no longer than the moment of their beginning: the comets perish as they blaze. Were their risings not near neighbour to their sinkings and the duration of the kindled flames not so short, a second daytime would exist by night, and the Sun would return to find the whole world fast asleep. Moreover, since all the drier exhalation from the earth is spread abroad and catches fire in no uniform manner, it is also in different shapes that we see those kindled lights which spring to life and shatter the darkness. For sometimes, as though long tresses were flowing down from a person’s head, the flame flies in the guise of hair, and the slender fire lets loose its streaming locks in brilliant rays; and now the tresses are scattered and this former appearance ends, succeeded by a tuft in the likeness of a fiery beard. Occasionally the outline of a comet’s sides fashions with	Comment by Iza Steiner: Matter = nothingness ??
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even dimensions a rectangular beam or a rounded column. Then again, the fire of comets may match with swollen flames casks with greatly distended paunches; or, massed in compact circles the flickering light of which resembles their shaggy chins, it may feign the appearance of small goats; or it may produce torches which are split into several branches of flame. There are also shooting stars, which hurl long trails of slender fire and are seen flying everywhere, when wandering lights flash through the clear sky, and dart afar like winged arrows, tracing the slender line of a path on high. Indeed, fire is found mingled with every part of the universe; it dwells in the laden clouds and forges lightning, it makes its way into the earth and threatens heaven with the flames of Etna, it causes waters to boil at their very sources, and finds a habitation in hard flint and in verdant bark, when trees dashed against trees are set aflame; to such an extent does all nature abound with fire. So wonder not that torches suddenly burst forth from the skies; and that the air is kindled and shines with flickering flames after embracing the dry seeds exhaled by the earth, seeds which the swift fire, as it feeds, both pursues and shuns, for you see the lightning hurl its quivering flash from the midst of a rainstorm and the heavens rent with the thunderbolt. Possibly it is the principle of earth supplying seed for fleet fire which has given birth to comets; or perhaps in those torches nature has created dim stars that shine in heaven with meagre flames, but the Sun with its consuming heat attracts the blazing comets to itself, absorbs them in its own fire, and then releases them: just so do
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the orb of Mercury and the planet Venus, a when she kindles her evening lamp and brings on night, oft disappear and elude our gaze and oft visit us again. It may well be that by means of these moods and conflagrations of the sky Heaven in pity is sending upon earth tokens of impending doom. The fires wherewith the heavens blaze have never lacked significance, but farmers, cheated of their hopes, mourn over blighted fields, and amid barren furrows the weary ploughman vainly urges to the yoke his drooping team. Or else, when grievous sickness and a slow decline has gripped men’s bodies, a mortal flame burns out the seat of life and sweeps away the stricken peoples; and the obsequies of the community fill whole cities with blazing pyres. Such was the plague b which ravaged Erechtheus’ folk and bore forth ancient Athens to an unwarlike grave, when, hard on each other’s heels, men trod the steep road of death: no place was there for a doctor’s skill, no prayers availed; duty fell a prey to sickness, and none were left to bury, none to weep the dead; the wearied fires sufficed not for their office, and limbs piled on limbs the corpses burnt: hardly was an heir to be found in that nation once so vast. Such are the disasters which the glowing comets oft proclaim. Death comes with those celestial torches, which threaten earth with the blaze of pyres unceasing, since heaven and nature’s self are stricken and seem doomed to share men’s tomb. Wars, too, the fires portend, and sudden insurrection, and arms
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uplifted in stealthy treachery; so of late, a when in foreign parts, its oaths forsworn, barbarous Germany made away with our commander Varus and stained the fields with three legions’ blood, did menacing lights burn in every quarter of the skies; nature herself waged war with fire, marshalling her forces against us and threatening our destruction. b Wonder not at the grievous disasters which betide man and man’s affairs, for the fault oft lies within us: we have not sense to trust heaven’s message. Comets also presage civil discord and strife between kin. At no other time did heaven experience more conflagrations than when the sworn forces of the blood-stained conspirators c filled with their ranks the plains of Philippi, and on sand scarcely yet dry of blood d the Roman legionary took his stand on the bones of warriors and limbs mangled in former fighting; the empire’s armed might engaged in conflict with itself, and Augustus, father of his country, marching in his father’s steps, prevailed. Nor was this all: war at Actium was still to come, waged by an army pledged in dowry, when the destiny of the world was again at stake and the ruler of heaven was determined on the sea; the fate of Rome, threatened with a female yoke, hung in the balance, and the very thunderbolt clashed with the sistrum of Isis. e Still to come f were battles against slaves
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joined by runaway soldiers, when a son took up arms after the example of his father’s foes and a Pompey infested the seas which his parent had swept clean. Let fate content itself with this! May wars now cease and, fettered with bonds of adamant, may discord, prisoned fast, be curbed for evermore! Unconquered be the father of our fatherland; may Rome serve none but him; and for all that she has given a god to heaven, may she miss him not on earth! a
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BOOK TWO
Considering its technical nature the second book is very elegantly written: it deals with the two circles involved in every horoscope—the movable circle of the twelve zodiacal signs and the immovable circle of the twelve temples. First, however, we are regaled with an extended proem celebrating those poets who have inaugurated different genres of hexameter poetry; this naturally leads to Manilius himself, who renews his claim of originality and his confession of the Stoic creed. He thereupon embarks on an exhaustive description of the signs of the zodiac: their groupings, their characteristics, their aspects, their tutelary deities, the parts of the body subject to them, and their tangled relationships. We learn of those portions of the zodiacal signs called dodecatemories, though the poet soon leaves this difficult subject, emphasizing that astrological like any other teaching must be imparted in a progressive and logical order. The last part of the book sets forth the special significance of the four cardinal points and the quadrants between them; and enumerates the twelve segments of this circle together with the aspects of human existence over which they preside.
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The greatest of bards a with utterance inspired sang the struggle of Ilus’ race, a king and father of fifty kings, b and Hector by Achilles and Troy with Hector vanquished; and the roaming of that hero who for as many years as his conquest had taken encountered Neptune’s anger, and in a renewal of war his assault, and Pergamum resurrected on the sea and the final combat in native land and home held by intruders. The host of claimants c for his birthplace, in giving him many, has left him with none. And all posterity has for its verse drawn on the rich stream issuing from his lips and, daring to channel his river into their slender rills, has become fertile by the wealth of one. But Hesiod d is next to him and tells of the gods and parents of the gods, Chaos in travail with Earth, and after Chaos the childhood of the world, the stars faltering as they first embarked on their courses, the ancient Titans, the cradling of mighty Jove, Jove
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who gained husband’s name as brother a and father’s for one no mother bare, b Bacchus born a second time from his father’s body, c the woodland deities and those retiring spirits, the Nymphs. He further told of tillage of the countryside and its laws and man’s warfare with the soil, of the love of Bacchus d for the hills, of fertile Ceres e for the plains, and of Pallas f for both, and of the grafting of errant fruits on trees as though in illicit union; moreover, a task of peace, he establishes the courses of all the luminaries through the vast heavens so as to further the great designs of nature. Some g too have told of the varied patterns of the stars and have ascribed to their proper class and origin the signs that glide at large in the far-spread sky; and Perseus, delivering from sacrifice Andromeda and her grieving parents, Lycaon’s ravished daughter, h and the Cynosure, raised to the stars for her care of Jove, the Goat for her milk, the Swan for his disguise, Erigone for her filial affection, the Scorpion for the stroke it dealt, the Lion for its spoil, the Crab for its bite, the Fishes for the transformation of Venus, and the Ram who leads the signs for his conquest of the sea i —these and all the other constellations such poets regard as revolving in fixed orbits through the highest empyrean in consequence of different lots in life. In their songs is heaven naught but fable and earth the fashioner of the skies on which it depends. Then the ways of
85
shepherds and Pan piping upon his reeds are told by a son a of Sicily’s isle: to the woods he sings a more than woodland strain, sows tender emotions over the rugged countryside, and brings the Muse to the steading. See, another b tells of brightly coloured birds and warfare against beasts, and one c of envenomed snakes and again of aconite and herbs which carry life and death in their roots. Next there are those d who summon gloom-shrouded Tartarus from the blackness of night into the light of day and, breaking nature’s covenant, turn the world inside out and bring forth what lies within. Every kind of theme the learned sisters have hymned, and worn is every path which leads to Helicon; turbid are the waters which now trickle from those springs, and insufficient are the draughts therefrom for the crowds that flock to the well-known haunts. Fresh meadows let us seek over the dewy grass and streams that rehearse their murmurings in hidden caves, streams neither tasted by beak of bird nor sipped by celestial fire of Phoebus himself. Mine own theme shall I sing, my words shall I owe to none amongst bards, and there shall emerge no stolen thing, but work of my own contriving; in a lone car I soar to the heavens, in a ship of my own I sweep the seas. For I shall sing of God, silent-minded monarch of nature, e who, permeating sky and land and sea, controls with uniform compact the mighty structure; how the entire universe is alive in the mutual concord of its elements and is driven by the pulse of reason,
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since a single spirit dwells in all its parts and, speeding through all things, nourishes the world and shapes it like a living creature. Indeed, unless the whole frame stood fast, composed of kindred limbs and obedient to an overlord, unless providence directed the vast resources of the skies, the Earth would not possess its stability, nor stars their orbits, and the heavens would wander aimlessly or stiffen with inertia; the constellations would not keep their appointed courses nor would alternately the night flee day and put in turn the day to flight, nor would the rains feed the earth, the winds the upper air, the sea the laden clouds, rivers the sea and the deep the springs a ; the sum of things would not remain for ever equal through all its parts, so disposed by the fairness of its creator that neither should the waves of the sea fail nor the land sink beneath them, nor the revolving heavens become larger or smaller than the mean. Motion sustains and does not alter the edifice. In this due order over the whole universe do all things abide, following the guidance of a master. This God and all-controlling reason, then, derives earthly beings from the signs of heaven; though the stars are remote at a far distance, he compels recognition of their influences, in that they give to the peoples of the world their lives and destinies and to each man his own character. Nor is the proof hard to find: thus is it that the sky affects the fields, thus gives and takes away the various crops, puts the sea to movement, casting it on land and fetching it therefrom, and thus this restlessness possesses ocean, now caused by the shining of the	Comment by Iza Steiner: Platonic monism
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Moon, now provoked by her retreat to the other side of the sky, and now attendant upon the Sun’s yearly revolution a ; thus that, submerged beneath the waves and in prison-shell b confined, animals adapt their forms to the motions of the Moon and copy your waning, Delia, c and your growth; thus you too return your features to your brother’s car and a second time from it reseek them, and as much as he has grudged or lavished on you do you reflect, your star dependent on his. Thus lastly with the herds and dumb animals on earth: though they remain for ever ignorant of themselves and of law, nevertheless when nature summons them to the parent heaven, they lift up their minds and watch the sky and stars: they cleanse their bodies on beholding the horns of the nascent Moon, and note the storms about to come, the fine weather about to return. Who after this can doubt d that a link exists between heaven and man, to whom, in its desire for earth to rise to the stars, gifts outstanding did nature give and the power of speech and breadth of understanding and a wing-swift mind, and into whom alone indeed has God come down and dwells, and seeks himself in man’s seeking of him? Pass over other e arts in which man is granted such enviable competence, gifts above our estate, f Who could know heaven save by heaven’s gift and discover God save one who	Comment by Iza Steiner: Artemis Delia moon
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shares himself in the divine? a Who could discern and compass in his narrow mind the vastness of this vaulted infinite, the dances of the stars, the blazing dome of heaven, and the planets’ everlasting war against the signs, b had not nature endowed our minds with divine vision, had turned to herself a kindred intelligence, and had prescribed so great a science? Who, unless there came from heaven a power which calls us heavenward to the sacred fellowship of nature? Who could deny the sacrilege of grasping an unwilling heaven, enslaving it, as it were, in its own domain, and fetching it to earth? But, lest it take a long digression to vouch for what is plain to see, the faith it keeps c will create for our science authority and faith in it; for neither does our system deceive nor ever is deceived. Rightly and for true reasons trusted is the path that one must take, and the outcome follows even as before foretold. What Fortune has confirmed, what man would dare call false, gainsaying the casting of so great a vote?
136This is the theme I should wish with breath inspired to carry to the stars. Not in the crowd nor for the crowd shall I compose my song, but alone, as though borne round an empty circuit I were freely driving my car with none to cross my path or steer a course beside me over a common route, I shall sing it for the skies to hear, while the stars marvel and the firmament rejoices in the song of its bard, and for those to whom the stars have not grudged knowledge of themselves and their sacred motions, the smallest

93
society on earth. Vast is the crowd which worships wealth and gold, power and the trappings of office, a soft luxury amid ease, diversions of seductive music, and a happy feeling stealing through the ears, objects of slight labour compared with the understanding of fate. Yet this too is the gift of fate, the will to learn fate’s laws. b	Comment by Iza Steiner: Stoicism
150My song must first mark the differing nature of the signs c according to sex. For six are masculine, whilst as many, led by the Bull, are of the opposite sex: you see how he rises by his hind limbs when he reappears. They alternate their sex, changing one after another round the circle. d	Comment by Iza Steiner: Masc/Fem
155You will also behold the human form in some, and the dispositions they bestow are not out of keeping; some will produce the nature of cattle and beasts. e Certain signs must with careful mind be noted as single, and these keep to an unshared estate. f Now turn to the double signs; being doubled they will exert influences the power of which is tempered by a partner. Much does a companion add and take away, and the signs that are accompanied are powerful for good or ill, dispensing doubtful destinies. Look among the constellations for the two Fishes and Twins of like number with limbs unclad. The arms of the Twins are for ever linked in mutual embrace; but the Fishes face opposite ways and have different courses. Mark well that, though the two signs are alike in their duality, they are unlike in their nature. These are they that of the double signs go rejoicing in a full estate and
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wonder at nothing foreign in themselves or mourn for aught lost, as do certain signs of amputated limb and members put together from unlike bodies, as Capricorn and he that joined to a horse takes aim with taut bow: the latter has part that is man, but the former none. a Erigone, too, is numbered among the double signs, but the duality in her appearance b is not the reason; for at the middle of the Virgin summer on one side ceases and autumn on the other begins. c Double signs precede all the tropic ones, d the Ram, the Claws, the Crab, and the Sea-goat, for the reason that, linking season with season, they possess double powers. Just as one of the twin brothers followed by the Crab round the zodiac imparts blossoming springtime, so the other brings on thirsting summer; yet each is unclad, for each feels the heat, the one of aging spring, the other of approaching summer: the last portion of the former is matched by the first degree of the latter. The Archer, too, who gives promise of Capricorn behind himself, comes shaped with twofold appearance: milder autumn claims the smooth limbs and body of his human allotment, whilst the animal portions in his rear prepare for frosty winter and change the sign to suit the change of season. And the two Fishes that the Ram sends before himself denote two seasons: one concludes winter, the other introduces spring. When the returning e Sun courses through	Comment by Iza Steiner: Mutable signs are twofold	Comment by Iza Steiner: Ptolemy too?
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the watery stars, a then winter’s rains mingle with showers of spring: each sort of moisture belongs in the double-sign that swims.
197Further, three adjacent signs are at variance with the other nine and a kind of dissension takes hold of heaven. Observe that the Bull rises by his hind quarters, the Twins by their feet, the Crab by his shell, whereas all the others rise in upright posture b ; so wonder not at the delay when in tardy months c the Sun carries summertide aloft d through signs which rise hind-first.
203Fail not to perceive and from true rule deduce what signs are nocturnal, and what diurnal: they are not those that perform their function in darkness or daylight (the name would apply to all alike, since at regular intervals they shine at every hour, and now the nocturnal ones accompany the day, now the diurnal ones the night), but those on which nature, mighty parent of the universe, bestowed sacred portions of time in a permanent location. The signs of the Archer and the fierce Lion, he who looks round on the golden fleece of his back, e then the Fishes and Crab and the Scorpion of stinging lash, signs either adjacent or spaced at equal intervals, are all under like estate termed diurnal. f The others, identical in number and in the pattern of their spacing, for they are inserted into as many places, are called nocturnal. Some have also asserted that the diurnal stations belong to the six consecutive stars which begin with the Ram and that the six from the Balance count as	Comment by Iza Steiner: Diff diurnal signs
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nocturnal. a There are those who fancy that the masculine signs are diurnal and that the feminine class rejoices in the safe cover of darkness. b	Comment by Iza Steiner: 3 methods for diurnal-nocturnal
223Moreover some signs need no guide to tell you that they owe their origin to the Sea-god: the rock-clinging Crab in the shallows, and the Fishes that rejoice in expanse of water. Some stars are reckoned of earthly lot: they are the Bull, the chieftain of the herd; the Ram proud of his lordship over the woolly flock; the predator and bane respectively of both, the Lion and the Scorpion that haunts the thicket of the field. c Some signs there are betwixt and between, of a middle dispensation, since Capricorn’s nature is compromised by its tail, the Waterman’s by his stream: they are signs in which watery and earthly elements are mixed in an even compact. d
234You must not divert your attention from the smallest detail: nothing exists without reason or has been uselessly created. The Crab’s kind is especially fertile, and fertile too are the sharp-stinging Scorpion and the Fishes that fill the ocean with their spawn. Barren is the Virgin, as also her neighbour the Lion; and the Waterman fails to receive seed or, if he does so, spills it. Between the two groups fall Capricorn of compound form and the Centaur who glitters with his Cretan bow; also intermediate is the Ram who counts of like estate the equinoctial Scales, the Twins, and the Bull. e
244Nor must you imagine that Nature has wrought
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a design of no purpose in that certain signs are running, as are the Lion, the Archer, and the Ram that ends in twisted horns; or that some stand erect with their limbs perfectly poised, as the Virgin and Twins and Waterman pouring forth his stream; or that some sit fatigued and reflect their weariness of mind, the Bull slumberous now the plough has left his shoulder, the Balance that sinks down after discharging its round of tasks, and you, Capricorn, whose limbs are shrivelled by the frost; or that some lie flat, the Crab sprawling with distended belly, the Scorpion reposing on the ground beneath its smooth breast, the Fishes swimming sideways, for ever horizontal. a
256Now if you examine all the signs with keen attention, you will find some bereft of limbs which are lost. The Scorpion expends its arms on the Scales, the Bull sinks lame with leg doubled under it, the Crab lacks eyes, b whilst of the Centaur’s one survives and one is missing. c Thus the sky assuages our misfortunes in its stars, and by example teaches us to undergo loss with fortitude, since the whole scheme of fortune depends upon heaven, and even constellations are fashioned with limbs deformed. d	Comment by Iza Steiner: 	Comment by Iza Steiner: Stoic
265The signs also enjoy power in their special seasons: summer comes with the Twins, autumn with the Virgin; winter begins with the Archer, spring with the Fishes. The four divisions of the year are each allotted three signs; winter’s are at war with summer’s, the vernal with those of autumn. e	Comment by Iza Steiner: Spring= Pisces Winter =Sagittarius, Summer= twins Autumn=Virgin
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270Nor is it enough to know the special shapes of the signs and the individual ordinances which the stars impose on men at their birth; they also affect our destinies through their agreements with each other, for they rejoice in alliances and cooperate with one another according to their natures and locations. Where the circle of the zodiac’s rightward wheel a is bounded, b a line runs out into three equal lengths and joins itself at limits which are mutually extreme; the signs which the line strikes are called trigonal, because an angle is thrice formed and is assigned to three signs separated from each other by three intervening signs. The Ram beholds at equal distance the two signs of the Lion and the Archer rising on opposite sides of him; the signs of the Virgin and the Bull are in harmony with Capricorn; by the same principle the other trigonal signs which still remain are framed in the heavens in a like number of configurations c : this is example enough. d But the signs which are separated by quarters of the circle and are situated upon a figure with equal sides, the positions of which a square rule draws, these signs are called quadrate. Capricorn views Libra, whilst the Ram sees Capricorn ahead and is in turn beheld at an equal distance by the Crab; and the Crab is perceived by Libra’s stars as it follows on the left: for preceding signs are reckoned as right signs. Even thus may one divide all the signs into groups of as many parts, and out of the twelve signs
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create three squares, the powers of which shall be described in the order I have set before me. a
297But if anyone is content with reckoning squares in the belief that the sky is divided into arcs of four signs or with constructing a trigon with arcs of five signs, hoping thus to determine the signs’ powers in alliance and the bonds of friendship between those born under them and discover the federations of heaven in kindred stars, that man will be deceived. For, even supposing that there were sets of five signs on every side, men who are born under such trine signs as are positioned at every fifth place will nevertheless be unable to feel the influences of the trigon; though the signs keep the name of trigon, they have forfeited its dowry by their position and are in revolt against the true numbers. For since in the zodiac there are three hundred and three score degrees traversed by the fiery Sun, a third of that number makes up one side of a trigon inscribed in the zodiac to divide it into three equal parts. However, the line does not give this numerical total, if sign is measured from sign and not degree from degree; for although you have two star-groups with three between, b yet if you care to join to each other the last point of the left sign and the first of the preceding and mark the total, they will duly measure thrice fifty degrees c ; the number will be too great for the form of a trigon and will trespass upon the territory of the following line. d Thus, though such signs be
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called trigonal, they do not preserve the correct degrees of a trigon. The same fallacy will cause deception in the case of quadrate signs: since, of the circle’s total number, thrice ten degrees for every sign go to make up a square, it therefore follows that, if from the first point of a preceding sign a line is drawn to the last point of the quadrate sign behind, it makes twice sixty degrees a ; but if the last point of the former and the first of that following are connected, should you go over and count the number shared by the two intervening signs, it will double thirty degrees, and a third part of the requisite total will be missing. b And though a man compute a fourth sign from a fourth, the degrees in themselves will cause the wreck of a whole sign. It is therefore not enough to count trigons by signs or to expect a true square from signs at intervals of four. If perchance you wish to construct the figure of a square, or when you are about to draw the sides of an equilateral triangle, the sum of a hundred degrees needs in the latter case increase of a fifth, in the former suffers loss of a tenth. c Thus does the count tally. And whatever points joined in a series of four the angle favours, and whatever points the straight line marks in its threefold track when it leaves the winding detour of the circumference, upon these has nature bestowed federation and common law, mutual goodwill and rights of friendship with each other. Therefore not every geniture enjoys the common
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feeling of its trigonal signs, nor do signs which happen to be quadrate necessarily preserve community of interests with each other. a For it makes a difference whether the line uses up the exact toll of its degrees or rejects the limit to the circumference’s total by constructing on each side, in the one case three lines, in the other four, which the law of numbers sometimes forces to proceed into more signs than are specified by the number of degrees in the zodiac.
352But in the zodiac the trigon’s power is far greater than that of those signs to which, reckoned as fourth from each other, is ascribed the title of quadrate. The side of the quadrate signs is higher, and their perimeter farther removed from us, whilst the side of trigons travels closer and draws away from heaven: their vision draws nearer to Earth and sends down to our atmosphere an air tempered by their influences.
358Weak is the connection between alternate signs, nor do they maintain with unfailing constancy the federation between each other, because the line is reluctant to bend in its circuit of short chords. A track is formed which passes by one constellation at a time, whilst the angle lodges at the alternate signs, the line making six changes of direction in its curve round the circle: it therefore leaves the Bull for the Crab, then after touching the Virgin enters Scorpion, thence reaches you, chill Capricorn, from you the two Fishes and the stars of the Bull averse, and finishes the circle where it began. The path of a second line lies through the signs that the first missed and is drawn in such a way that you pass by each of the signs I mentioned, so that its circle resembles the former in having as many chords. b
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Signs separated by one intervening sign are concealed in a curved recess; and so, though they follow the one in front, they escape its slanting gaze, since, lying at an angle too obtuse, they are only to be seen with sidelong glance and are hidden from their neighbour: sight strikes more surely straight ahead. And because their line comes close to the celestial vault, since in its circuit it only passes over one sign at a time, their sight of each other takes place at a great distance from us, ranging over the heights of heaven, and the influences it radiates from afar are faint when they reach the earth. However federation exists among them by virtue of their affinity, for the signs that are connected are not of unlike sex, but masculine respond to male, whilst the remainder are of female sex and form among themselves a heavenly fellowship. Thus is it that, though the signs of hexagons are alternate, their nature is similar, and as kindred stars they acknowledge the ties of sex.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Sextiles like same sex friends
385But no friendliness towards one another has been granted to adjacent signs: sympathy between them is blunted because the sight of each other is denied them. Their attentions are bestowed on distant signs which they can see. Again they are signs of opposite sex, linked male to female right round the circle, and each in turn is for ever beset by its neighbours. a	Comment by Iza Steiner: Animosity between neighboring signs
391Sixth signs, b as well, are not reckoned as capable of any influence, because their line is not traced through the whole circle in equal lengths, but strikes
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two signs with four intervening, whilst a third side does not fit in since the circle is exhausted. a
395But the signs which shine from opposite quarters, poised with faces confronting each other across mid-sky, and remain at two extremes with all heaven between are seventh signs: though remote from each other by position, they nevertheless exercise influence from afar and furnish their powers in war and peace, at the bidding of the times, for now the planets proclaim alliance and now strife. Wherefore if perchance you wish to recount the names and abodes of the opposite signs, be sure to match midsummer against winter, Capricorn against Cancer, the Ram against the Balance (night and day in each are equal), Erigone against the Fishes, the Lion against the youth with his urn; when Scorpion shines overhead, the Bull is in the depths, and the Archer sets as the Twins rise above the earth. b But though sign facing sign they shine opposed, yet because of their nature they are oft borne in alliance and a mutual sympathy springs up between them, linked as they are by the tie of sex: even in these circumstances c male calls to male at one with him, and the other signs to their own sex. The Fishes and the the limbs of the Virgin fly in opposition but cherish the bonds they share, and the tie of sex prevails over location; but over this tie in turn the seasons prevail: Cancer resists Capricorn, though females both, since summer conflicts with winter. The one	Comment by Iza Steiner: Opposition
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season brings frost and ice and a countryside white with snow, the other thirst and sweat and an earth with hillsides parched; and the chill wintry night rivals in length the summer’s day. Thus nature wages warfare and the year is split in faction; so wonder not at the signs so situate doing battle. But the Ram’s sign and Libra’s do not engage in total combat: for though in point of season spring differs from autumn (the one fills the earth with fruit, the other with flowers), yet it enjoys a like principle, seeing that day is levelled with night in each. And the seasons, which are harmonious in their likeness of texture and, as links joining winter and summer, maintain with the same tenor on either side days of identical blend, bring it about that the constellations refrain from clashing in violent warfare. Such is the scheme to be found in confronting signs.
433What step must one take next, when so much has been learnt? It is to mark well the tutelary deities appointed to the signs and the signs which Nature assigned to each god, when she gave to the great virtues the persons of the gods and under sacred names established various powers, in order that a living presence might lend majesty to abstract qualities. Pallas is protectress of the Ram, the Cytherean of the Bull, and Phoebus of the comely Twins; you, Mercury, rule the Crab and you, Jupiter, as well as the Mother of the Gods, a the Lion; the Virgin with her sheaf belongs to Ceres, and the Balance to Vulcan who wrought it; bellicose Scorpion clings to Mars; Diana cherishes the hunter, a man to be sure, but a horse in his other half, and Vesta the cramped b stars of Capricorn; opposite	Comment by Iza Steiner: Totally new gods as ‘tutelary deities’
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Jupiter a Juno has the sign of Aquarius, and Neptune acknowledges the Fishes as his own for all that they are in heaven. This scheme too will provide you with important means of determining the future when, seeking from every quarter proofs and methods of our art, your mind speeds among the planets and stars so that a divine power may arise in your spirit and mortal hearts b no less than heaven may win belief.
453Now learn how the parts of the human frame are distributed among the constellations, and how the limbs are subject each to a particular authority: over these limbs, out of all the parts of the body, the signs exercise special influence. The Ram c as chieftain of them all is allotted the head, and the Bull receives as of his estate the handsome neck; evenly bestowed, d the arms to shoulders joined are accounted to the Twins; the breast is put down to the Crab, the realm of the sides and the shoulder-blades are the Lion’s, the belly comes down to the Maid as her rightful lot; the Balance governs the loins, and Scorpion takes pleasure in the groin; the thighs hie to the Centaur, Capricorn is tyrant of both knees, whilst the pouring Waterman has the lordship of the shanks, and over the feet the Fishes claim jurisdiction.
466Moreover, the stars have agreements among themselves according to special laws, and so enjoy fixed associations: upon each other they direct their gaze and to each other give ear; else they bear hatred or friendship; some are introverted and in yielding to their self-esteem are drawn into themselves. And so sometimes goodwill exists between stars that are opposed and war is waged between
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signs in alliance; signs which share no ties of place beget men attached in life-long friendship, and men born of triangles fight and shun each other in turn. For, when God brought the whole universe under law, he also set the signs at variance by distributing the affections among them: he linked the eyes of some, the ears of others, he joined these in the bonds of lasting friendship, those in the discord of endless wrangling, that some might see and hear each other, other might love or cause injury and war, and that others might cherish an addiction to their own natures, ever in love with themselves and finding favour in their own eyes: we see most men with dispositions such as these; they owe their natures to the stars that gave them birth.
485As befits a leader, the Ram is his own counsel; he listens to himself and beholds the Balance, and his love for the Bull is thwarted. Against him the Bull weaves a net of deceit and hears the twin Fishes which shine beyond the Ram, whilst his heart is entranced at the sight of the Maid. Thus thrilled once long ago and serving as Jove’s disguise, he had borne Europa on his back as with her left hand she clutched his horn. The hearing of the Twins is drawn to the youth who pours for the Fishes a never-ending stream, their hearts to the Fishes themselves, and their eyes to the Lion. The Crab and the Sea-goat’s sign placed opposite turn their eyes upon themselves, at one another strain with their ears, whilst the Waterman is taken in by the wiles of the Crab. But the Lion joins his gaze to that of the Twins and his hearing—for he too is a fierce star—to that of the Centaur and loves the sign of Capricorn. Erigone looks at the Bull but hearkens to the
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Scorpion and endeavours to plot deceit against the Archer. The Balance heeds his own counsel and has embraced with his gaze none but the Ram and with his heart the Scorpion beneath. The latter beholds the Fishes and listens to her who is Libra’s neighbour. a The Archer moreover has grown used to waiting on the mighty Lion with his ears and beholding with his eyes the pot that the Waterman empties; he adores Erigone alone of all the stars. Capricorn on the other hand turns his gaze upon himself (what greater sign can he ever marvel at, since it was he that shone propitiously upon Augustus’ birth?) and catches with his ears the height of topmost Cancer. And now to the Twins does the Waterman incline his ear, he naked too; he worships the Crab on high and contemplates the drawn bow of the Archer. The Fishes have fixed their glance upon the fierce Scorpion and crave to listen to the Bull. These are the reciprocal connections which Nature gave to the signs when she put them in their positions. Men born of these signs display the corresponding feelings towards each other: some they love to hear and others they love to behold, b they set traps for these and are ensnared by those. c
520Now there are trigons d alternate to trigons which move in hostility to each other, and one e of the two diameters leads them to war along opposed paths. Thus the design of truth is consistent in every part. For indeed, the Ram, the Lion, and the Archer, allied trigonal signs, reject federation with
123
the Balance-holder and all his a trigon, a trigon completed by the Twins and the Waterman pouring his stream. And a twofold reason compels us to admit the truth of this: because the signs shine in diametric opposition, three against three, and because of the eternal state of war between man and beast. b And the beasts give way because intelligence prevails over brute strength. As one vanquished shines the Lion among the stars; it was the theft of his golden fleece that gave the Ram his place in heaven; to part of himself the Centaur gives way on account of his rear, to such an extent is manliness restricted to man. Why should I wonder then that men born under these signs are no match for Libra’s trigon?
570Nor is it c the only reason which imparts enmities to men at birth and begets a race for mutual hatred and hostility; but alternate signs mostly abide in a state of antagonism, being rooted with evil sidelong stares and because signs d alternate to whatever signs are diametrically opposed and, separated by five, exchange confronting looks belong to the trigons of each; so one must not wonder if signs deny peace to those stars which possess trigonal relationship with their confronting signs. e A simpler reason is also to be traced in the zodiac; for to all the shining signs endowed with human form those of the beasts are ever hostile and ever by them vanquished. Nevertheless, there are individual signs
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which follow their own caprice and, having private foes, wage wars of their own.
541The Ram’s children are at war with the offspring of the Virgin, the Balance, and the Twins, and with those whom the Urn has brought forth. Against the progeny of the Bull there advance men born under the Crab and under the Scales, and those produced by the fierce Scorpion and by the Fishes. But those created by the Twins’ stars have war with the Ram and his trigon. The seed of Capricorn vexes those begotten under the Crab, and so do the children of the Balance, those produced by the Virgin’s sign, and those that are mustered under the constellation of the Bull averse. The Ram shares his foes with the savage Lion; and the same signs levy war on both. Erigone fears the Crab, him a that lurks under the bow of the two-formed Centaur, the Fishes, and you, chill Capricorn. The Balance is assailed by the largest host—Capricorn, and Cancer opposite him, the quadrate signs b on either side of the Youth, and those signs reckoned as of the Ram’s trigon. The Scorpion is presumed prolific of as many foes; it flees before the lad with his waters, the Twins, the Bull, the Lion, and (to whom it is itself an object of fear) the Maid and the Balance, and also the offspring that issues from the Archer’s sign. And this offspring the children of the Twins, the Balance, Virgin, and the Urn will crave to vanquish. Bidden by the rule of their own nature, the self-same signs are borne in hostility against your sons, Capricorn. But those poured forth by the Waterman with his ever-flowing stream are provoked to battle by the Nemean and all his trigon, a host of beasts that flees before the manhood of one. The progeny of the
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Fishes is attacked by the Waterman next door, by the twin brothers, by those brought forth of the Virgin’s sign, and by those derived from the Archer’s constellation. a
579From so many configurations of signs come beings opposed to each other, and thus variously and thus often is enmity created. For this reason nature has never created from herself anything more precious or less common than the bond of true friendship. And throughout the long history of mankind, ages and centuries so many, amid so many wars and the motley strife even of peace, when misfortune calls for loyal support, it scarce finds it anywhere. There was but one Pylades, but one Orestes, eager to die for his friend. Once only throughout the ages have men disputed for the prize of death, in that one snatched at a doom the other refused to yield. b Yet how great is the sum of villainy in every age! How impossible to relieve the earth of its burden of hate! Fathers sold to death and mothers murdered c have not marked the limit of wickedness: even the god Caesar fell victim to deceit unspeakable, whereat in horror on the world Phoebus brought darkness and forsook the earth. d Why tell of the sack of cities, the betrayal of temples, the many disasters suffered in time of peace, the mixing of poisons, treachery in the market-place, slaughter within the
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very walls of Rome, and a conspiracy that skulks beneath friendship’s name? a Crime is rife among the people, and all is filled with madness; the distinction between right and wrong is swept aside, and iniquity runs amok with the very laws as its weapons; guilt is now too great for punishment. Truly, since many are the signs in which men are born for discord, peace is banished throughout the world, and the bond of loyalty is rare and granted to few; and just as is heaven, so too is earth at war with itself, and the nations of mankind are subject to a destiny of strife.
608But should you also wish to learn which related signs exchange affection and are subject to a destiny of friendship, connect the offspring of the Ram with all his trigon. Yet the Ram is a simple creature and shows more respect for the children of the Lion and the Centaur’s progeny than they for him. His is by nature a gentle sign, exposed to the harm that falls on gentleness; he is devoid of deceit, and his heart is as soft as his fleecy body. His fellow signs are marked by ferocity and a lust for spoil, and their covetous spirit oft impels them to break faith for their own ends; and their gratitude for a kindness is short-lived. However, in the double sign that has mixture of man we must reckon greater strength than is possessed by yours of single form, Nemean. Nevertheless, when the Ram’s offspring by each are harassed and smart under the aggressive violence and knavery of the pair, then he loses patience with the trigon; even so, few are the wars he wages and only when occasion demands, and for the outbreak of these the fierceness of the others is rather to blame. And so, whilst the trigon enjoys peace, it is a peace	Comment by Iza Steiner: Aries allegiances
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wherewith is mingled wrangling. Next, the sign of the Bull is joined to Capricorn, but their temperaments do not blend in fellowship any better; those begotten of the Bull are eager to embrace the Virgin’s children too, but often they quarrel. The issue of the Twins, the Scales, and the Waterman are of one heart and share a bond of loyalty which naught can sunder a ; and they will achieve conspicuous success in winning many friends. The Scorpion and the Crab endow their sons with the name of brother, and the progeny of the Fishes is also united with them. But there are frequently sly dealings as well. The Scorpion sows trouble in the guise of friend. And those whom the Fishes father at birth never keep in their hearts for long a constant affection; ever and anon they change their sympathies and now forswear their ties and now renew them, and beneath a mask of blandness unseen hatreds come and go. As thus foretold by the signs must you mark war and peace.
643Nor is it enough merely to consider the signs in isolation: you must observe their place in heaven and the position of the planets. The signs vary their nature according to their quarter of the sky, and a line which joins them likewise suffers change of its strength. For special properties accrue to squares, to trigons, to the line which traverses six chords, and to that which cuts the midspace of the sky with diametric track; for it makes a difference whether the same line is rising, or is beneath the earth, or is setting. Hence the sky now adds strength and now takes it away, and the stars which conceive anger there discard it when driven here. Between opposite signs exists mostly hatred; and to quadrate signs	Comment by Iza Steiner: Where the aspect bisects the circle
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[bookmark: _GoBack]are mostly ascribed ties of kinship, ties of friendship to trigonal signs. And the reason is plain; for in every third place a right round the zodiac nature has set a sign of similar character. Four at equal intervals mark out the heavens, and in them God himself has created joining-points of the year: the Ram brings spring, the Crab the summer’s corn, the Balance the vintage, and the Goat-fish, b born to endure the cold, brings winter. Moreover those signs which possess a combination of two figures occupy every third place: thus may you see the Fishes twain, the two young men, the Maid of twofold aspect, c and the Centaur’s two bodies wrought in a single woof. Likewise the single signs also enjoy the figure of a square; for the Bull has no partner, nor has the fierce Lion another at his side; the mateless Scorpion has no one to fear, and the Waterman is counted as of single sign. Consequently the signs situate in quadrate positions display a like condition of number or season and remain bound by such federation as though by ties of blood. For this reason the quadrate signs indicate connections by marriage, assist the near degrees of kinship, and stamp their children with identical features, when they move through the cardinal points, incurring the while variation of their natural powers owing to the sky’s forward rotation; although they divide the circle into four parts and form quadrate signs, they are not considered as falling under the law of the square: the numerical association counts for less than that of cardinal point. The line which passes by three signs and creates trigonal constellations is longer and covers a greater distance. These constellations conduct us to friendships that rival the connections and ties of blood and
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to alliances knit together by feelings of the heart; and just as the stars themselves come together across the vast space between, so they unite us over distances greater than those which separate kin. These signs, which have power to join heart to heart, are considered superior to those which not uncommonly forswear their ties of blood. Adjacent signs aid neighbours, alternate signs aid guests. Thus the principle a of the signs will be preserved. You must apportion to the signs the divisions of other signs which belong to them, and to these divisions their proper signs; for no sign ministers exclusively to itself b ; they intermingle as they revolve: they cede to each other parts in themselves and are ceded parts in turn. These matters will be treated by me next c and follow in due order. It is from all such details d that a true account is to be drawn in our science, if one is to distinguish peaceful from aggressive signs.
693Pray examine now a matter trivial in appearance, yet one of great moment, which does not permit description of itself save by a Greek word. I speak of the dodecatemories, of which the name proclaims the principle. The signs each consist of thirty degrees, and every total is further divided by twice six; the calculation therefore shows that in each division there are two and a half degrees. Here, then, is the dodecatemory, consisting of this territory; a dozen such divisions occur in all the signs. The great builder of heaven bestowed these divisions upon the equal number of shining signs, that the constellations might be associated in a system of giving and
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receiving, that heaven might everywhere display a likeness to itself, a and that all the signs might have place in each other: thus by this interchange would harmony prevail through the zodiac and its signs would protect one another in a common interest. Men born on earth are created under this law; and so, although their nativities occur in the same signs, they exhibit different traits and conflicting desires; and oft does nature stray from good to bad, and birth of female follows that of male: the genitures differ in a single constellation, because the individual signs vary on account of the distribution of their divisions and modulate their respective powers in the dodecatemories.
713Now shall I recount what dodecatemory belongs to each sign and in what order they are to be found, b lest you go astray and err because you know not the divisions of the signs. Within their own domain the constellations keep the first division for themselves, the next is bestowed upon the sign following, and the remaining signs according to their place in the sequence are allotted successive divisions, and the last assignment is made to the farthest sign away. Thus each sign occupies in every constellation two and a half of its degrees, c making a total of thirty degrees exacted from the whole zodiac.
722But there is more than one system of calculating dodecatemories, and the procedure handed down admits an alternative. Nature has placed the truth in more methods than one and has separated the paths which lead to herself, wishing the quest for her to be made along every path. The following procedure also d has been devised for these same dodecatemories. Multiply thrice four times whatever
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degree the Moon occupies at the moment of nativity, since so many are the constellations which shine in high heaven. Of this number be sure to allot to that sign in which the Moon shone both the degrees that she has traversed and those that were lacking to the count of thirty. a The next sign is allotted thirty and so are succeeding signs. b Whatever the sign in which the count gives out, that sign’s dodecatemory shall the Moon be then occupying c ; subsequently she will occupy the remaining dodecatemories, each one in its turn, according to the established order of the signs. d	Comment by Iza Steiner: Or 12 x moon’s degree added to the moon’s position is where the moon starts the dodecatemories, then following the zodiac sequence.
738Now lest the following scheme too elude you, learn from a few words (for its importance is greater than its compass) what size portion of the dodecatemory is that which carries the name of dodecatemory. e Now the dodecatemory is divided into five parts; for so many are the stars called wanderers which with passing brightness shine in heaven f : they are each allotted half a degree wherein they assume power and authority. And so it will be right to observe in which dodecatemory each of the planets is at any moment positioned: for a planet will exert its influences
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as modified by the powers of that dodecatemory into whose territory in any given sign it has come. a From all quarters must be pieced together the design by which all things are ordered. However, all this in due order shall I explain hereafter b ; now it is enough to teach the facts though their uses be not known, so that, when you have acquired confidence in your grasp of the elements, you will be thus able by simple reasoning to mark the complete pattern, and my poem can fittingly pass on from details and deal with the whole. Children who have not yet begun their lessons are first shown the shape and name of a letter, and then its value is explained: then a syllable is formed by the linking of letters; next comes the building up of a word by reading its component syllables; afterwards the meaning of expressions and the rules of grammar are taught, and then verses come into being and rise up on feet of their own. To reach the final goal it is important to have mastered each of the earlier steps, for unless these are firmly based upon underlying principles, instruction, as teachers too hurriedly expound their precepts out of order, will be ill-arranged and prove labour vainly spent. Thus as I wing my way in song throughout the whole universe and, entuning them to the Muses’ rhythm, sing of fates drawn from deep-seated darkness and summon to my art the power by which God rules, I too must by degrees win credence and assign each matter to its correct step, so that, when all the parts are grasped with sure understanding, they may be applied to their proper uses. And as, when a city is being built on a bare mountainside and its founder plans to encompass the empty
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hill with walls, before his team attempt to cut trenches, doth work proceed apace; and lo, a forest tumbles and ancient woodlands fall, beholding sun and stars unseen before; all tribes of bird and beast are banished from the spot, leaving the immemorial homes and lairs they knew so well; others, meanwhile, seek stone for walls and marble for temples and by means of sure clues search for sources of unbending iron; from their different sides skill and experience of every kind combine to help; and only when all materials are available in plenty does construction proceed, lest premature effort cause the project to break down in mid-course: so, as I strive to perform a mighty undertaking, must I first supply the matter of my theme, withholding explanation, lest hereafter explanation prove ineffectual and my arguments be silenced at the outset before some unanticipated fact.
788Come now, prepare an attentive mind for learning the cardinal points a : four in all, they have positions in the firmament permanently fixed and receive in succession the speeding signs. One looks out from the rising of the heavens as they are born into the world and has the first view of the Earth from the level horizon; the second faces it from the opposite edge of the sky, the point from which the starry sphere retires and hurtles headlong into Tartarus; a third marks the zenith of high heaven, where wearied Phoebus halts with panting steeds and rests the day and determines the mid-point of shadows; the fourth occupies the nadir, and has the glory of forming the foundation of the sphere; in it the stars complete their descent and commence their return, and at equal distances it beholds their risings	Comment by Iza Steiner: Angles and houses
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and settings. These points are charged with exceptional powers, and the influence they exert on fate is the greatest known to our science, because the celestial circle is totally held in position by them as by eternal supports; did they not receive the circle, sign after sign in succession, flying in its perpetual revolution, and clamp it with fetters at the two sides and lowest and highest extremities of its compass, heaven would fly apart and its fabric disintegrate and perish.
808Each cardinal, however, enjoys a different influence; they vary according to their position, and they differ in rank. First place goes to the cardinal a which holds sway at the summit of the sky and divides heaven in two with imperceptible meridian; enthroned on high this post is occupied by Glory (truly a fit warden for heaven’s supreme station), so that she may claim all that is pre-eminent, arrogate all distinction, and reign by awarding honours of every kind. Hence comes applause, splendour, and every form of popular favour; hence the power to dispense justice in the courts, to bring the world under the rule of law, to make alliances with foreign nations on one’s own terms, and to win fame relative to one’s station. The next point, b though situate in the lowest position, bears the world poised on its eternal base; in outward aspect its influence is less, but is greater in utility. It controls the foundations of things and governs wealth; it examines to what extent desires are accomplished by the mining of metal and what gain can issue from a hidden source. The third cardinal, c which on the same level as the Earth holds in position the shining dawn, where the stars first rise, where day returns and divides time
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into hours, is for this reason in the Greek world called the Horoscope, and it declines a foreign name, taking pleasure in its own. Within its domain lies the arbitrament of life and the formation of character; it will grant success to enterprises, open up the professions, and decide the early years that await men from their birth, the education they receive, and the station to which they are born, according as the planets approve and mingle their influences. The last point, a which puts the stars to rest after traversing heaven and, occupying the Occident, looks down upon the submerged half of the sky, is concerned with the consummation of affairs and the conclusion of toil, marriages and banquets and the closing years of life, leisure and social intercourse and worship of the gods.
841Nor must you rest content with observing each cardinal point; you must note with a retentive mind the spaces between them, b which extend over a larger range and possess special powers. The curve which stretches from the orient to the topmost point of the circle claims the earliest age and infant years. The slope which sinks down from the summit of the sky till it reaches the Occident succeeds to the years of childhood and includes in its province control of tender youth. The portion which appropriates the setting heaven and descends to the bottom of the circle rules the period of adult life, a period tested by incessant change and chequered fortunes. But the part by whose return to the orient heaven’s course is done and which with enfeebled strength slowly ascends the backbent arc, this part embraces the final years, life’s fading twilight, and palsied age.
149
856In any geniture every sign is affected by the sky’s division into temples a ; position governs the stars, and endows them with power to benefit or harm; each of the signs, as it revolves, receives the influences of heaven and to heaven imparts its own. The nature of the position prevails, exercises jurisdiction within its province, and subjects to its own character the signs as they pass by, which now are enriched with distinction of every kind and now bear the penalty of a barren abode. The temple b that is immediately above the Horoscope and is the next but one to heaven’s zenith is a temple of ill omen, hostile to future activity and all too fruitful of bane; nor that alone, but like unto it will prove the abode c which with confronting star shines below the Occident and adjacent to it. And so that this temple should not outdo the former, each alike moves dejected from a cardinal point with the spectacle of ruin before its eyes. Each shall be a portal of toil: in one you are doomed to climb, in the other to fall. Not more fortunate is the portion d of heaven above the Occident or that opposite e it below the orient; suspended, the former face downward, the latter on its back, they either fear destruction at the hands of the neighbouring cardinal or will fall if cheated of its support. f With justice are they held to be the dread abodes of Typhon, whom savage Earth brought forth when she gave birth to war against heaven and sons as massive as their mother appeared. g Even so, the thunderbolt hurled them back to the womb, the collapsing mountains recoiled upon them, and	Comment by Iza Steiner: 12th and 6th houses ill omen ‘Evil Daimon’ and ‘Bad Fortune’	Comment by Iza Steiner: 8th and 2nd  “Death’ and ‘Manner of Living’  11th and 5th??? Good Daimon’ and ‘Good Fortune’
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Typhoeus was sent to the grave of his warfare and his life alike. Even his mother quakes as he blazes beneath Etna’s mount. The temple a immediately behind the summit of bright heaven, and (not to be outdone by its neighbour) of braver hope, surges ever higher, being ambitious for the prize and triumphant over the earlier temples: consummation attends the topmost abode, and no movement save for the worse can it make, nor is aught left for it to aspire to. There is thus small cause for wonder, if the station nearest the zenith, and more secure than it, is blessed with the lot of Happy Fortune. So most closely does our language approach the richness of Greek and render name for name. b In this temple dwells Jupiter: let its ruler convince you that it is to be reverenced. Like this temple, but with an inverse likeness, is that c which is thrust below the world and adjoins the nadir of the submerged heaven, and which shines in the opposite region: wearied after completion of active service it is again marked out for a further term of toil, as it waits to shoulder the yoke of the cardinal temple and its role of power: not as yet does it feel the weight of the world, but already aspires to that honour. This seat the Greeks call Daemonie d : a rendering of the name in Roman speech is wanting. Lay carefully in your mind the abode and the divinity and appellation of the puissant abode, so that hereafter the knowledge may be put to great use. Here largely abide the changes in our health and the warfare waged by the unseen weapons	Comment by Iza Steiner: 11th and 5th??? Good Daimon’ and ‘Good Fortune’
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of disease, wherein are engaged the two powers of chance and godhead affecting this region of uncertainty on either side, now for better, now for worse. The stars that follow midday, where the height of heaven first slopes downward and bows from the summit, these a Phoebus nourishes with his splendour; and it is by Phoebus’s influence that they decree what ill or hap our bodies take beneath his rays. This region is called by the Greek word signifying God. b Shining face to face with it is that part c of heaven which rises first from the bottommost regions and brings back the sky once more: it controls the fortunes and fate of brothers; and it acknowledges the Moon for its mistress, who beholds her brother’s realms shining on her from the other side of heaven and who reflects human mortality in the dying edges of her face. Goddess is the name in Roman speech to be given to this region, whilst the Greeks call it by the same word in their language. d But in the citadel of the sky, where the rising curve attains its consummation, and the downward slope makes its beginning, and the summit towers midway between orient and Occident and holds the universe poised in its balance, here does the Cytherean claim her abode e among the stars, placing in the very face of heaven, as it were, her beauteous features, wherewith she rules the affairs of men. To the abode is fittingly given the power to govern wedlock, the bridal chamber, and the marriage torch; and this charge suits Venus, the charge of plying her own weapons. Fortune shall be this temple’s name f ; and mark it well, that I may take a short route in my	Comment by Iza Steiner: 9th and 3rd  ‘Sun God’ and ‘Moon Goddess’	Comment by Iza Steiner: 10th and 4th ‘Fortune’ and DAIMONIUM’ underground
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lengthy song. Where at the opposite pole the universe subsides, occupying the foundations, and from the depths of midnight gloom gazes up at the back of the Earth, in that region a Saturn exercises the powers that are his own: cast down himself in ages past from empire in the skies and the throne of heaven, he wields as a father power over the fortunes of fathers and the plight of the old. Daemonium is the name the Greeks have given it, b denoting influences fitting the name. Turn now your gaze upon heaven as it climbs up from the first cardinal point, where c the rising signs commence afresh their wonted courses, and a pale Sun swims upward from the icy waves and begins by slow degrees to blaze with golden flame as it attempts the rugged path where the Ram heads the procession of the skies. This temple, Mercury, son of Maia, men say is yours, marked for its bright aspect with a designation which writers also give you for name. d The one wardship is commissioned with two charges e ; for in it nature has placed all fortunes of children and has made dependent on it the prayers of parents. There remains one region, that in the setting heaven. f It speeds the falling sky beneath the Earth and buries the stars. Now it looks forth on the back of the departing Sun, yet it once beheld his face; so wonder not if it is called the portal of sombre Pluto and keeps control over the end of life and death’s firm-bolted door. Here dies even the very light of day, which the ground beneath steals away from the world and locks	Comment by Iza Steiner: House 1 Hour-Marker Life
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up captive in the dungeon of night. This temple also claims for itself the guardianship of good faith and constancy of heart. Such is the power that dwells in the abode which summons to itself and buries the Sun, thus surrendering that which it has received, and brings the day to its close. This is the system by which you must mark the powers of the temples: through them revolves the entire procession of the zodiac, which draws from them their laws and lends to them its own; the planets, too, according as nature allows, traverse them in fixed order and modify the various influences of the temples whenever they occupy realms not their own and sojourn in an alien camp. Of these matters I shall treat at the place in my song appointed for the planets a ; it is enough for now to have recorded the temples of heaven and their names, the innate influences of each place, and the deities that dwell therein. b	Comment by Iza Steiner: 7th – ‘setting’ pophyry
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BOOK THREE
Although not without fascination for virtuoso versifiers, for it is something of a tour de force, the third book is the least poetical of the five, exemplifying for the most part Manilius’s skill in rendering numbers and arithmetical calculations in hexameters. The introduction takes the form of a priamel enumerating the themes of other poets and concluding with the problems of the astrological bard. Manilius resumes his task with an exposition of the twelve athla, which in turn leads to the main subject of the book: the determination of the degree of the ecliptic which is rising above the horizon at the moment of a nativity. This, the most important operation in the casting of a horoscope, causes today’s astrologer no trouble, but before the advent of clocks, atlases, and standard time account had to be taken of the varying lengths of daylight and darkness in different latitudes and different times of the year. Having equipped us with the necessary rules for dealing with the problem, our instructor continues to render mathematical tables in verse-form by introducing us to chronocrators and to the length of life ordained for each of us by the stars. A final chapter, on tropic signs, if lacking in astrological significance, provides a more poetic note on which to close.
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As I rise to fresh heights and venture a task beyond my strength, fearlessly entering untrodden glades, O Muses, be my guides. To widen your domains I strive, and to bring new treasure into song. I shall not tell of war conceived for heaven’s destruction and offspring buried by the flames of the thunderbolt in its mother’s womb a ; or of the oath-bound kings b and how, in Troy’s last hour, Hector’s body was ransomed for his obsequies and fetched by Priam; or of the woman of Colchis c sacrificing to her guilty love father’s realm and brother’s mangled corpse, the crop of warriors, the bulls that breathed fierce flames, the unsleeping dragon, the restoration of the years of youth, the fires kindled by a gift of gold, and the children born in wickedness and yet more wickedly slain. I shall not sing of the agelong warfare for which Messene was to blame d ; or of the chieftains seven, the walls of Thebes saved by a thunderbolt from the threatened flames, and the city
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conquered because of its conquest a ; I shall not tell of them that were brethren to their father, grandchildren to their mother, b or of sons served up at table, whereat the stars recoiled and took away the light of day. c Nor shall I tell of the Persian declaration of war upon the main, when a vast fleet hid the ocean, and a channel was let into the land, and a road laid on the waters of the sea. d Of the feats of the monarch styled the Great, taking longer to record than to achieve, e I shall not speak. The founding of the Roman nation, the periods of war and peace as numerous as the city’s consuls, and the whole world’s submission to a single people’s rule f this I put off. It is easy to spread sail before a favouring breeze, to work a fertile soil with different skills, and to add lustre to gold or ivory, since the raw material of itself shines bright. It is a hackneyed task to write poems on attractive themes and compose an uncomplicated work. But I must wrestle with numerals and names of things unheard of, g with the seasons, the changing fortunes and movements of the sky, with the signs’ variations, and even with the portions of their portions. Ah, how great a task it is to put into words what passes understanding! Ah,
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how great to tell in fitting poetry, and this to yoke to a fixed metre! Come hither, whoever is able to devote ear and eye to my emprise, and hearken to the truths I utter. Apply your mind to understand and seek not poetry that beguiles: my theme of itself precludes adornment, content but to be taught. And if any terms are spoken in a foreign tongue, blame this on subject, not on bard: some things defy translation, and are better expressed by the native word.
43Now regard with close attention a matter of prime importance: when explained, it will render you immense service and will furnish practitioners of our art with a sure road to seeing the future, provided that it is well understood and stored in an alert mind. First cause and guardian of all things hidden, nature erected mighty structures along the ramparts of the universe and so surrounded Earth, poised squarely in the centre, with a sphere of stars; and by fixed laws she united separate limbs into a single body, ordaining that air and earth and fire and flowing water should each for the other provide mutual sustenance, in order that harmony might prevail over so many elements at variance and the universe stand firm in the bonds of a reciprocal federation. a Now in order that nothing should be excluded from the total scheme, and that what was born of heaven should be by heaven’s own self controlled, nature also made men’s lives and destinies dependent on the stars, so that in their unwearied revolution they should claim charge of the success of human activity, the boon of life, and fame. And to those stars b which, deployed about the central region, occupy the heart of the universe, as it were, and which outfly the Sun	Comment by Iza Steiner: 	Comment by Iza Steiner: Stoic
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and Moon and planets and are also themselves outflown, to these nature gave dominion: to each sign she devoted individual associations, and fixed in the zodiac for ever the total distribution, so that the influences upon destiny might be drawn from all quarters and concentrated into a single whole. The infinite variety of circumstances that might occur in human affairs, all the possible sufferings, the callings and the skills, and all the vicissitudes imaginable, these nature included in the allotment: she arranged them in as many portions as she had created signs, making a fixed dispensation, each portion having its special benefice; and by an unchanging system she so disposed the full reckoning of man’s estate among the stars that any portion would always stand next to the same portion in adjacent signs. The lots of these activities she allocated each to a sign, not in such a way that they should remain in a permanent quarter of the sky and, always looked for in the same place, be drawn to influence all human activities alike, but so that they should receive their proper position according to the moment of birth and change from sign to sign, each lot at a different time moving to a different constellation, so that the nativity then meets with a new pattern in the zodiac, without however disturbing everything with irregular motions. But when the section of the activities which is assigned to the first lot receives its proper place at the moment of a nativity, the rest follow attached to the zodiacal signs in their usual sequence. The procession follows the leader until the circle of lots fills up the circle of signs. Now just as these aspects of human affairs, wherein the whole sum of fortune will be found committed, are when placed in the zodiac
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favoured or frowned on by the seven planets in their courses, and just as a divine force rotates the skies through the cardinal points, a so an influence, propitious or malign, comes over each allotment, and even likewise must you expect the issue of such and such a business. I must sing of all these lots in their due order, and designate them with their respective titles and spheres of action, that the location and name and nature of the activities may be revealed. b
96The first lot has been assigned to Fortune. This is the name by which it is known in astrology, because it contains in itself the chief essentials of the home and all that attaches to the name of home: the limit accorded to the number of one’s slaves and the amount of one’s land, and the size of buildings it is given one to erect, according to the degree of harmony in the wandering stars of bright heaven. Thereafter follows the abode of warfare, where under a single title is comprised whatever is likely to happen in war or befall those that are busied in foreign cities. The third position is to be assigned to the business of the city (this, too, a kind of warfare, one made up of civil engagements) and contains the ties dependent on trust; it shapes friendships and services oft vainly spent, and reveals the size of the rewards for devotion, when heaven is blessed with a harmonious disposition of the planets. In the fourth abode nature has placed the activity of the law-courts and the fortunes of the bar: the advocate pouring forth his case, and the accused no less hanging on the pleader’s tongue and lips than he is dependent upon them; the judge revealing to laymen the secrets of the law and weighing up disputes which he settles with his usual gravity, when, arbiter of truth, he takes into
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account nothing but the truth. All that eloquence can achieve in debating proposed legislation is concentrated in a single part, and obeys the dictates of the dominating planets. Throughout the signs a the fifth station is dedicated to wedlock and controls alliances, whereto is joined the compact which unites the relationship of host and guest and binds like friend to like. In the sixth seat is reckoned abundance of means and therewith financial soundness: the one indicates the degree, the other the duration of one’s resources, according as the planets modify and the temples b direct the influence of this seat. The seventh is accounted grim with danger dire, if the planets located in the signs ill accord. Social rank occupies the eighth; in it are comprised privileged position, extent of fame, nobility of birth, and popularity with its showy cloak. The ninth position takes possession of all filial problems, parental worries, and the motley collection of all matters connected with the rearing of children. Next will be found the one that embraces the conduct of life; herein our character is determined, likewise with what traditions every family is shaped, and in what appointed fashion servants discharge the tasks to which they have been severally deputed. The portion located in the eleventh lot is paramount: it has permanent control of our whole being and strength; in it abides our health, now immune from and now yielding to sickness, according to the influence of the planets over the heavens. No other seat is there which claims the choice of remedy and the moment for administering it, or in whose hour therapy and the mixing of life-saving potions have
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greater efficacy. a Duly closing the total sum, the last activity deals with the attainment of our aims: it embraces all the issues of the vows we make and ensures that the skill and efforts expended for oneself and one’s own fail not of success. Whether one is to offer one’s service and submit to another’s every beck and call, whether to embark on a bitter dispute by litigation in the courts, whether to seek fortune on the sea and pursue it with the winds, whether to put one’s hopes on a crop that with huge harvest will exceed one’s outlay or a vintage that will overflow with the rich must—this is the portion in which day and hour for decision shall be given, a if the planets as they move through the zodiac are favourably situated. Of the force they exert for good or ill I I shall later b tell in due order, when I come to rehearse their influences. Meanwhile it is enough to press on with the bare outlines, lest a complex presentation confuse my reader.	Comment by Iza Steiner: 12th  lot
160Since I have expounded the fixed circle of activities arranged in order, with all their names and powers (athla c is the Greek name for the sections which contain all the affairs of life arranged in twice six classes and portions), now must my poem tell to which signs they are attached at any given moment. For they do not remain in permanent abodes or stay attached to the same stars for every person born, but they change them d according to time, moving now hither, now thither, through the circle of signs, yet in such a way that the fixed order of succession remains intact. Now, lest an incorrect figuration
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mar your casting of a geniture, when you wish to apply each activity to its sign, look through the whole zodiac for the position of Fortune; this was the portion first described among the toilsome labours. When you have accurately determined this, then join the others in the prescribed order to the sequence of signs, so that each holds its appropriate abode. And lest perchance you err in essaying the quest for the seat of Fortune, learn its correct location by a twofold procedure. When you have noted the moment of nativity and have duly recorded the figuration of the heavens with the planets marked in their signs, then if the Sun is moving above that horizontal cardinal which holds it at its rising or that which plunges it into the waves, a you may be sure that the birth takes place in time of day. But if it is shining in the six submerged signs, beneath the cardinal points which hold the world in place on left and right, then the birth falls within the hours of night. When with sure judgement you have established this, then, if by chance bounteous day gains the nativity, number the degrees of the signs in order from the Sun to the Moon and count off as many from that ascendant point which is found after careful plotting of the zodiac and is called the Horoscope. Then whatever sign the number reaches is to be bestowed on Fortune. Next link the remaining activities to their signs, as they follow, all in their fixed sequence. b However, if a child leaves its mother’s womb when night is enfolding the earth and mantling it with wings of darkness, reverse the process, even as nature’s order is reversed. Seek guidance then from	Comment by Iza Steiner: Lot of Fortune difference betw sun to moon  added to Asc in diurnal charts; moon to Sun added to asc in nocturnal. Then add this to 
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the Moon, who ever reflects her brother’s radiance and reigns in the hours of night, her own domain; as many degrees and signs as is distant the Sun from her, so many the shining Horoscope bids you number from itself. a This place let Fortune hold with the other activities following, all positioned in their natural order.
203Perhaps you will ask—and the question requires a nimble brain’s attention—how at the moment of birth it is possible to determine the native’s horoscoping degree as it rises from the submerged bowl of the heavens. Unless this is understood and grasped with a sharp mind, the basis of our science collapses and its design is thrown into confusion, since, if the cardinal points, which control everything, are not true, the skies put on a false appearance, the figuration of the birth is unsound, and the stars are displaced, deflected by the shift of temple. But it is a matter as laborious as important to represent, as it revolves with the zodiac in ceaseless motion, the passage of heaven with its arched quadrants through the whole circle, to depict its exact features, and to determine a minute point of so vast a structure, be it the degree in which the ascendant or that in which the summit of the sky on high is situated, or that by which, sinking into the waters of the deep, the setting is appropriated, or that which rests on the circle’s bottom.
218Nor am I unacquainted with a common method of calculating, which attributes two hours each to the risings of the signs and reckons the stars as identical with equal ascensions; by this calculation, starting from the point where the Sun’s orbit begins, the number of the hours is counted, with its total converted	Comment by Iza Steiner: Equal house system counted from sun position at birth back to dawn hour. Two hr each sign.
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into signs, until it reaches the precise time of birth: the sign wherein it halts is said to be the rising sign. But the circle of signs lies in an oblique belt, and some signs rise with slanting limbs, whilst others have on rising a more upright posture, according as a sign is either nearer to the equinoctial points or farther off. Cancer is loth to end the day, winter a to renew it; the Sun’s heavenly orbit is as long in the former case as it is brief in the latter; Libra and Aries make equal night and day. Thus the middle signs are at variance with the end ones, and the lowest with the highest. b Nor do the hours of night alter any less than those of day but the same variation exists, though in opposite months. Who could believe that, with such uneven periods and such changeable limits of day and darkness, all the signs rise into the sky under a uniform law of heaven? Moreover, the length of an hour is a variable quantity, nor is any hour followed c by another of the same length, but just as the duration of days varies, so also their parts increase and again decrease; and yet, under whatever sign a day’s course is run, d it has at any moment six signs above the earth and six below. It follows that the signs cannot all rise in a period of two hours, since owing to the discrepancy between the hours their duration is not uniform, if indeed twelve hours are contained between each dawn and dusk, a number which ordinary reckoning demands but strict application does not permit.
247Nor in any other way will you be set on the path of truth unless, apportioning daylight and
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darkness into uniform hours, you ascertain the duration of daylight and darkness at different seasons of the year, and first create a fixed standard by accurately calculating an hour which with increase here and decrease there holds day and night evenly balanced. Such an hour will be found when the nights are about to prevail over daylight in Libra or yield to it in mid-spring. a For then and then only do the two periods of night and day extend alike to twice six hours, since the Sun is revolving at the heavenly equator. b And when, moved to the south in chill winter-tide, it shines in the eighth c degree of two-formed Capricorn, then the brief day extends to nine and a half equinoctial hours and night, forgetful of day, to hours twice seven, increased, lest the full number go short, by half an hour. Thus the sum of the unequal night and day established by nature breaks evenly into two separate amounts of twelve hours and comes together again to form the full number. From this point the nights diminish and the days increase in length, thrust now on this side of the mean in their course through the zodiac and now on that in fixed gradations (of which a clear account has been drawn up in our science and will follow in my poem at the proper place d ), until their combat has reached the stars of scorching Cancer; and there the division of day and night changes to the winter one, but with roles reversed: daylight brings back the length of winter’s night, darkness the length of winter’s day, and now it is the other period which has the upper hand. Such at least is the measurement in the latitude of the lands inundated by the Nile, e	Comment by Iza Steiner: 8 degrees Capricorn is solstice pre Ptolemy.
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when its stream is swollen with summer flood, the Nile which, in sallying forth through seven channels and mouths which put to flight the current of the sea, resembles the planets of heaven.
275Now learn with a perceptive mind how many stades a and how much time the stars take to rise and set, lest great profit stay hidden in a few words. The Ram’s distinguished b sign, which leads the rest, appropriates in rising forty stades, and twice as many when it sets; in ascension it occupies an hour and a third and doubles this at its descension. Then do the other signs in rising upon earth increase by eight stades each and as many lose when they sink into the chill darkness. Through each single sign the hour of ascension has an additional increase of a quarter, to which is added the third part of its fifth part. c These are the increments of the rising signs as far as the constellation of the Balance: decreases of like amount are subtracted, when the signs pass beneath the earth. And again from the constellation of the Balance the signs return with similar gradations, but backwards and through a reverse order of times. For in as many stades and hours the Ram’s sign had risen, in so many does the Balance set; and the space and period of descension occupied by the Ram in setting are preserved by the Balance at its rising. The remaining signs succeed each other in an inverse progression. When this has been understood and stored in an alert mind, it is
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easy for you to ascertain what sign is horoscoping at any moment, since it is then possible to compute ascensions of signs with exact periods and record them with the precise number of hours, so that you may make the calculation from the sign in which the Sun is situate in terms of the units a whose reckoning I have revealed.
301But the length of day and night is not the same throughout all lands, nor do the times of ascensions differ by the same increments: the amount of fluctuation varies, though the principle is the same. For in lands beneath the line where b revolve the fleece of the Phrixean sign and the impartial Claws and Libra’s just balance, c all signs occupy two hours in rising, d since the sky is cut vertically in the middle and revolves evenly above the horizontal axis. In that latitude the murky nights are matched with the days in everlasting peace; the hours remain the same in a federation of equality; nor does the deceitfulness of the inconstant sky stand out, but throughout all time like night follows night; all the signs enjoy the equinox of autumn, all the equinox of spring, since impartial Phoebus pursues a consistent track. Nor in that latitude does it make any difference in what sign the Sun is coursing along, whether it roasts the shore-haunting Crab or is borne in the opposite sign, e because, although the zodiac lies aslant through the three tropical circles, nevertheless	Comment by Iza Steiner: Equator has equal houses 2 hr each
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these circles rise overhead vertically and sink vertically into the earth, and their risings through individual arcs take uniform periods, and due to the perfect bisection of the Earth the sky is half hidden and half visible. a Now when you move from this part of the world, the farther your footsteps take you towards the pole as you stride over the curved slopes of the Earth, which nature has shaped with even surface into a rounded sphere and suspended right in the middle of the universe—when, then, you climb the Earth’s arc and, as you climb, at the same time move down, one part of the Earth will recede and another will take its place. But in proportion as you tilt the Earth, so will the axis of the rotating heavens incline, and the signs which had just now risen in a vertical arc will now be drawn into the air over an inclined track, and the baldric of signs which had just now moved from side to side across heaven will now move in an oblique orbit, since its location remains constant, whilst ours changes. It logically follows that in such a place the times of orbits above the horizon also fluctuate and cause days of variable duration, for in their tilted arrangement slanted star-groups describe niggardly courses, and one sign sets nearer, another farther away than others. The length of visibility is in inverse proportion to distance away: signs that rise nearest to us are seen traversing large arcs of the sky; those that shine farthest away swiftly sink into the darkness. And the nearer one approaches the chill Bears, so much the more do the winter signs b recede from sight, and they have scarcely risen when they set. If one proceed still farther, each one in all of its parts will be hidden and will bring thirty nights of consecutive duration and	Comment by Iza Steiner: Moving north in latitude
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take away as many days. Thus but a brief stay is left for the days, and with the diminution of their hours it is soon spent and gradually disappears altogether, as the stars flee in space. And as by degrees the time is snatched away, more signs will become invisible, concealed by the intervening curve of the Earth: they will abduct the Sun as well and weave a web of unbroken darkness, until the year is weakened by the loss of whole months. But if nature were to let you walk beneath the summit of heaven, which the cold pole sustains with inflexible support, over perpetual snow and a frozen earth which gazes up at the figure of Lycaon’s daughter a facing down, then the spectacle of an erect heaven will be encountered, which with the revolution of its edges will rotate with upright spin like a top. At that spot six signs only, lying in an oblique semicircle, will you ever be able to see; their inclined curve will never disappear from sight but will rotate with the rounded sky. Everywhere here a single day will last six months, a day which will keep a half year in continuous light, for in all this time, during which his course will take him through six signs, Phoebus will never set but will rotate in circling flight around the erect heavens. But when he plunges beneath the equator, setting his car on a downward course for the southern signs, and speeding on the descent gives free rein to his steed, through as many months shall a single night prolong darkness beneath the summit of heaven. For whoever looks out from the pole sees half of the whole sphere of the rounded heavens, whilst the lower is hidden; for the direct line of vision does not encompass the sky, but extends only as far as the extremity of its bulge.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Rise and set at the pole	Comment by Iza Steiner: Half of the heavens visble from any point.
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Thus, while he rides through the six submerged signs, Phoebus shuns the gaze of the observer on top of the Earth and at one and the same time steals daylight from the signs and leaves them darkness, until, as many months spent as before his departure, he comes back and rises towards the two Bears. Such a place twice separates the year into night and day, once in each hemisphere of the divided Earth. a
385And b since I have described the fluctuation with which the times of day and night vary and the reasons for the fluctuation, learn now how many hours the signs take to rise and set in any given place, in order that you can compute the precise moment when each of a sign’s degrees is rising. Then the horoscope will not be in error, falsified by inaccurate reckoning. The information is in all cases to be found by using a general principle, since, inasmuch as the individual signs differ with such great fluctuation, they cannot be recorded with every conceivable calculation of their periods and degrees. Let each one take the path laid down by me, and, following it for himself, trace that path with his own footsteps; let him owe the method to me. Whatever be the latitude of the Earth in which anyone desires this information, let him determine to their true number of hours the periods of light and darkness on the longest day which at Cancer’s sign is interposed between the least portions of darkness c ; and let him attribute a sixth of the longest day’s hours, whatever be the sum, to the Lion, next neighbour to the temple of the Crab d ; and the measurement of night’s darkness is likewise to be divided into as many parts, so that the time of one portion is to be assigned to the Bull’s rising when his hind-foremost constellation is
193
born. a Divide the difference between these hours and those received by the Nemean into three parts b ; let one of these three parts be given to the Twins, so that they may exceed by it the hours of the Bull, and the same amount to the Crab and the like to the Lion, but under the strict condition that they ever preserve intact the sum of the former sign and grow by accumulating. c Your reckoning will thus arrive at the former total which just now the Nemean secured upon partition of the hours. d Thence let the Virgin go ahead with equal increment of time. With these fractions of hours the signs increase as far as the Claws e ; with the same gradations they will decrease after Libra. f And the periods, greater or smaller, in which the stars will rise at their ascensions will be occupied by them in reverse magnitude when they plunge to the shades. g This is the scheme of hours to be completed right round the circle of signs: now direct your efforts to learning the other scheme, namely the totals of stades they each occupy in rising and setting. The stades amount in all to four times and to thrice a hundred, plus twenty, h and from the total is subtracted a fraction proportionate to that which every year is subtracted from the day’s full hours for the credit of midsummer night, when the Sun accomplishes his solstice in the heights of heaven. i When this subtraction has been carried out, divide the remainder into six equal parts,
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and hand over a sixth to the blazing Lion. a Again, a like fraction of the number of stades which stands to the credit of night is to be accounted to the sign of the Bull. b And of the amount left over when the latter portion is subtracted from the former, and which separates the two totals with an intervening difference, a third portion, c added on top of the Bull’s toll, shall be handed to the Twins. d Then the other signs will go ahead with similar increment, ever preserving the preceding amounts, and will augment their neighbour’s total with a further increase until they arrive at the constellation of the impartial Balance e : from the Balance they likewise decrease in the same gradation as far as the territory of the Ram f ; and by a reverse principle all signs at their settings receive or lose as many amounts of stades. g This method will teach you how to arrive at the totals of stades and to calculate the ascension of each of the signs. As soon as you have firmly grasped this, together with the correct numbers of hours, in no latitude will the Horoscope ever elude you, since you will be able to calculate from accurate times the degree each sign is distant from the one occupied by the Sun.
443Now h let me explain with what increments the days of the winter months begin to grow; for not with equal gradation in every sign do they increase in their journey to the spotless fleece of the sign which forces day and darkness to shoulder the same
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yoke: the principle is important, yet may be briefly taught. First you must measure in hours the shortest day and the longest night spent by Capricorn a ; and a third of the amount which darkness has secured in excess of the mean and daylight has lost of it b must in any latitude be surrendered to the middle of the winter signs c ; retaining this portion it surpasses the first sign by a half of the increment it received, and by the same fraction it is itself surpassed by the last sign d : into these amounts must you apportion the whole time. These are the increases enjoyed by the three signs e ; but you will find that the sum of the first and middle numbers is combined and given to the constellation which follows. f Thus, if perchance midwinter night is six hours longer than midwinter day, Capricorn increases his days by half an hour, Aquarius draws his own private increase of an hour, which he joins to the half hour of the preceding sign, g and the Fishes obtain as much increment of time on their own account as they receive from the allotment of the preceding sign, h and having accumulated three hours they hand over night and day to the Ram to be levelled at springtide. The increments of time i begin their advance with a sixth j ; the following constellation trebles this
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amount and the last doubles what it receives. a Thus the mean sum is restored to the days, and the nights, reduced to parity, b are cleared of debt and in turn start lending to the days from their own capital sums of time which decrease in the opposite sequence. For the Ram deducts as many hours from the nights as the Fishes had previously taken away on their own account c ; an hour is given to the Bull, and the Twins add a further half so as to amass the debits of the preceding signs. d Thus the last sign corresponds to the first e ; and likewise assessed with equal wealth are the signs that shine next to these, f and so also the two middle ones. g This is the sequence in which the nights diminish and the days increase from the constellation of midwinter, h and in which the year’s cycle revolves until the solstice takes place at the sign of the lingering i Crab; then the night matches the winter’s day, then the long day the space of winter’s night, and returns over a course similar to that over which it had increased.
483The following method will also be able to guide you to the rising sign that at any given moment is released from ocean and given to the earth. For you must ascertain what hour of the day it is, if the Horoscope is sought by day, and repeatedly heap this number on itself by multiplying it ten times, adding to the amount, however, a further five times,
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because in any hour of the day the signs ascend through thrice five degrees. a When this number is found, be sure to join to it the degrees which the Sun is left with in the zodiac. b From this total you must distribute thirty degrees to each sign, the first portion to the sign in which the Sun is shining, then to the others as they follow in the wake of the Sun. c Then the sign in which the number is used up and comes to a stop, and the degree in which it abandons its total and the name of number, will be the degree and starry figure which will be rising with its fires. d If the Horoscope is sought by night, the procedure is the same, for once more you are to count back from the sign in which the Sun is situate, but the numerical calculation is more laborious. Ascertain the hour of night and multiply it by fifteen e ; add thereto the degrees the Sun has completed in his sign f ; add also one hundred and eighty so that your reckoning will day’s degrees contain, g When you have arrived at a grand total, give thirty degrees of it to each sign, until the number fails h ; and in whatever degree of a constellation it runs out, this, i you can be confident, was born together with the native’s body and, at the same time as the native, beheld the earth through the darkness. So must you seek among the fast-rotating stars the rising point of the heavens and the
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Horoscope with its fixed ascension, so that, when precise accuracy attaches to the location of the first cardinal point, the zenith of heaven on high will not be able to elude you, nor the swift a setting, and the foundations will be correctly fixed at the nadir, b and the signs will duly light upon their proper portions and influences.
510Now I shall assign their special periods of life in classes to the signs; for the signs are also allotted to their own particular years and months and days and hours of days; and during these periods they each exercise especial influence. The first year of life will belong to that sign in which at birth the Sun has shone, since the Sun takes a year’s duration to traverse the firmament; the next and subsequent years are consecutively bestowed upon the signs in their order. The Moon shall denote the months, since in a month it completes its course. The Horoscope brings under its regency the first days and the first hours, and hands the others to the following signs. Thus did nature wish year and months and days and even hours to be duly counted out through the signs, that every period of time might be distributed over every sign of the zodiac and vary its movements through the sequence of signs, according as it made a change to each one as it came round in the circle. This is why such extremes of experience are found in the passage of time, and good is linked to bad, sorrow attends success, and in its inconstancy fortune maintains no steady course: to such an extent is it varied and changing, nowhere remaining the same; and by its commutation of everything in	Comment by Iza Steiner: Essentially progressions
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the lives of us all it has forfeited our trust. Nowhere does year bear resemblance to year or month to month; the very day, ever different, looks in vain for the replica of itself, and no hour’s space is fully run in the likeness of another, because the periods are mutually at variance, being, inasmuch as they are divided into all the sections of fleeting time, subject to their own special signs, and hence bring it about that the lives and fortunes of the living are a reflection of the stars, by whose changes we ourselves then change.
537There are some who approve of an alternative scheme: from the sign at the edge of the rising heavens, which the founders of astrology call the Horoscope, since from that point are measured the hours of day, every class of calculation is made both in the divisions of time and in their distribution to signs; the years and months and days and hours start from the same source and are passed on to the following signs; however, even though all the periods proceed from a common origin, the sequences are dissimilar, because some periods are slower, some quicker to complete the circle. To every sign there comes an hour just once a day, a a day twice in the month, a month once in the year, and a year once in twelve annual courses of the Sun. It would be difficult for all the periods to revolve concurrently in the same time, so that together in a single sign the same year and month and day and hour coincide: the cycle of time is at variance with itself. It oft happens that those who have drawn the year of a gentle sign are passing the month of a harsher one; oft that, if the
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month falls to a benign constellation, the sign of the day will be a sign of woe; oft that, if fortune smiles on the day, the hour will be a sombre one. It is not ordained that anything should place total reliance on itself: the years may not rely on their signs alone, nor the months on those of the revolving years, nor the days on those of the months, nor any hour on the sign of the day. The reason is that now these speed ahead, these lag behind; one period now deserts the others, and now is of their company; it successively moves away or comes back, and undergoes the changing influences of another, always being disturbed by the irregular cycle of the days. a
560Having taught what kind of life lies in store for us at any given moment, dealing with the separate periods of time, and to what star each year and month and therewith hour and day belong, I must now tell of another computation, which deals with the span of man’s lifetime and reveals the number of years each sign is held to confer. When seeking to foretell length of life by the stars, you must keep this scheme in mind and mark well its amounts. b Twice five years shall the Ram bestow, plus one cheated of a third. You, Bull, exceed this with the addition of two, but by as many are exceeded by the sign of the Twins. Twice eight, together with two thirds, shall you, Cancer, bestow, and you, Nemean beast, twice nine and two thirds joined thereto. Erigone both doubles ten and doubles a third, nor shall the Balance have more years than the Maid. Scorpion will equal	Comment by Iza Steiner: 10 yr and 8 mo.
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the Lion’s bounty of gifts. The award of the Centaur will be the same as the Crab’s. You, Capricorn, would donate thrice five years, were four months added. The Waterman will treble four years and prolong life a further eight months. As in domain, so in dispensation is the Ram an adherent of the Fishes: they shall impart ten revolutions of the Sun together with eight months.
581Nor is it enough to learn the total of years allotted by the signs, lest the whole scheme be hidden from us when we seek the measure of men’s lives: the temples and portions of the sky also have gifts of their own to bestow, and impart in a precise gradation their respective amounts, when the configuration formed by the planets proves auspicious. But I now shall sing only of the ordinances of the temples; later the whole complex design will appear with its full force, a when the constituent parts of the universe are firmly grasped and not made confusing with portions scattered everywhere. If the Moon is auspiciously placed in the temple of the first cardinal point, where the heavens return to earth, and its rising occupies the ascendant, the course of life shall be prolonged to eighty years, if two withdraw. b But when it stands at the summit of the sky, the former number is cheated of three years. c The setting were rich in twice forty circuits of the Sun, were not one lustrum d lacking from the count. e The nethermost base is assessed at years twice thirty with twice six harvests added to the	Comment by Iza Steiner: C	Comment by Iza Steiner: Calculate life span: Moon on asc 78 yr
Moon on MC 75yr; des 79 yr 11 mo; IC 66 yrs
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toll. a And the trigon of the Horoscope which rose first and is on the right bestows sixty and the double of four. b The trigon on the left and following in the wake of the preceding signs doubles thirty years and adds three over and above. c And the temple which is separated by one intervening sign d from the first sign rising at the cardinal point e and which is now next to heaven’s peak, this multiplies a score by three and takes three years away. f The temple which comes below, separated from the cardinal point by an equal space, completes its endowment over fifty winters. g That place, above which stands the rising Horoscope, four times repeats ten seasons of the revolving Sun and heaps thereon two courses, and leaves one still a young man. h That which precedes the border of the rising quarter shall give years three and twenty to those born under it, plucking ere its bloom their youth scarce tasted. i The temple above the setting allows thrice ten circuits of years and adds thereto a tithe in augmenting them by three, j The lower one will despatch its wards in childhood, the completion of twice six birthdays consigning to death their undeveloped bodies. k
618But above all one must mark with a retentive mind the signs which rise from their places in opposite parts of the sky and mark its division into equal portions. They are called tropic signs, l since in them turn the four seasons of the year and untie the bonds which fasten them together; they bring change to
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the whole sky as it revolves on its axis, giving a new look to the works of man and the face of nature.
625Gleaming in summer’s topmost circle, Cancer prolongs the day to its greatest length and then shortens it in retreating by small degrees, increasing night by the amount which it stole from day: for the sum of day and night remains constant. Then men make haste to strip the grain from the brittle stalk, while the Field of Mars strips their bodies for a variety of exercise, and after its storms the sea sinks back to rest upon warm waters. Then, too, the savage War-god wages bloody battles, from which not now does winter protect the Scythians; Germany retreats, a its land now dry; and the Nile rises to flood its fields. This is the state of things when the sun makes solstice in Cancer’s sign and is found at heaven’s summit.
637On the other side Capricorn forces sluggish winter through the shortest day and longest duration of night, and begins to lengthen daylight and dispel darkness; by turns it now steals time from day and now repairs day’s loss. Then every field is frost-bound; the sea is closed to ships; the camp is stationary; rocks covered with rime are unable to endure midwinter’s cold: nature stands motionless and for a while is still.
644Close to these in their influence and displaying variation similar to each other are, they say, the signs which level the hours of light and darkness. For the Ram arrests the Sun, as it reseeks Cancer’s stars, between the start and end of its return journey, b and dividing heaven in half, matches night and day in harmony; and he reverses the sequence, bidding day, overpowered by the length of night
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since leaving Libra’s sign, now be the master, and bidding the nights succumb, till Cancer’s summer sign is reached. Then first the sea is calmed with tranquil wave, and the earth dares to send forth flowers in all their variety; then amid happy pastures the tribes of bird and beast hasten to mate and breed, and the whole woodland speaks with melodious voice and grows green to full foliage. So deeply is nature stirred by the potency of the sign.
658Opposite the Ram the Balance shines back at it: its lot is like the Ram’s, for it treats day and night on equal terms, save that it bids the night, outweighed before, increase thenceforth until reaching its peak at winter-tide. This is the season when the Wine-god comes down in full strength from the laden elm, and the rich must pours foaming from pressed bunches of grapes; and this the season when men commit the corn to the furrows, whilst the soil, relaxed by autumn’s warmth, opens to clasp the seed.
666These four signs have great power in the art of which I tell, for as they mark the changing seasons, so do they alter this issue of affairs or that, suffering naught to persist in its initial state. Yet the change is not uniform throughout the figures of the signs, nor do the seasons of the year undergo change in every part of the sign. One day alone at either season makes equal to itself the night, while the Scales and Ram are shaping autumn and spring; one day alone in the whole of the Crab’s sign is longest, matched by an equal night in the Sea-goat’s star: the other days and nights now wax and now wane in turn. Therefore in the tropic signs you must look for but one degree to alter the face of the	Comment by Iza Steiner: Solstice and equinox have the power to make changes; reckon on the 8th, 10th or 1st  degree Aries, by various authors.
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heavens, to change the seasons of nature, to undo what is done, to deflect to other ends what has been projected, to turn all things in the opposite direction and reverse their movement. Some ascribe these powers to the eighth degree; some hold that they belong to the tenth; nor was an authority lacking to give to the first degree the decisive influence and the control of the days. a
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BOOK FOUR
It is in his fourth book that Manilius spreads his wings most widely, for here every aspect of his teaching and every facet of his genius are attractively illustrated. At the beginning, as at the end, we hear the indignant voice of the apostle of Stoicism. There follows, with a change to the poet’s lighter style, an exposition of the characteristics and influences of the signs of the zodiac (a foretaste of that treatment of the extra-zodiacal signs which will occupy most of the last book). The next two chapters, on decans and injurious degrees, present us with another glimpse of the versifier of astrological and mathematical tables. A somewhat cursory interlude on the rising of individual degrees of the ecliptic forms the transition to the chief subject of the latter portion of the book, a geographical survey and an account of the dominion of the zodiac over the various parts of the world. Ecliptic signs restore to us the philosophical poet, who takes for his peroration the theme of man as microcosm and image of the divine.
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Oh, why do we spend the years of our lives in worry, tormenting ourselves with fears and senseless desires; grown old before our time with anxieties which never end; wasting our lives in the pursuit of gain; setting no limit to our wishes, so that their fulfilment leaves us still unblest, but ever playing the part of men who mean to live yet never do? Everyone is the poorer for his possessions because he looks for more: none counts his blessings, but only lusts for what he lacks. Though nature needs only modest requirements, we build higher and higher the peak from which to fall, and purchase luxury with our gains, and with love of luxury the fear of dispossession, until the greatest boon that wealth can confer is the squandering of itself. Set free your minds, O mortals, banish your cares, and rid your lives of all this vain complaint! Fate rules the world, all things stand fixed by its immutable laws, and the long ages are assigned a predestined course of events. At birth our death is sealed, and our end is consequent upon our beginning. a Fate is the source of riches and kingdoms and the more frequent poverty; by fate are men at birth given their skills and characters, their merits and defects, their losses and gains. None can renounce what is bestowed or possess what is denied; no man by prayer may seize fortune if it demur, or escape if it	Comment by Iza Steiner: Stoic
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draw nigh: each one must bear his appointed lot. For were not fate the arbiter of life and death, would the flames have receded before Aeneas, a and Troy, saved from destruction by one man’s survival, have emerged triumphant in the very day of ruin? Would the she-wolf of Mars have suckled the brothers b exposed to die, Rome have grown out of cottages, shepherds have brought thunder to the Capitol’s slopes, or Jupiter consented to confinement in his citadel c and the world been vanquished by a vanquished people? Would Mucius d have quenched the fire with the blood from his wounds and returned victorious to Rome, Horatius single-handed have shut both bridge and city to the assailing host, e a maiden have annulled a treaty, f and three brothers have fallen to the valour of one? g It was no army that won that great victory: Rome then depended on a single warrior and, though fated to rule the world, despaired. What need have I to tell of Cannae and enemy arms brought to the city walls, of the heroism of Varro’s flight and Fabius’s delays? What need to tell how after the battle at your lake, Trasimene, h when victory lay in her grasp, the towers of humbled Carthage bowed to the yoke and Hannibal, judging he had fallen into our clutches, expiated in an inglorious death the destruction of his race? Add to these the battles in Latium i and Rome in arms against her own person; add too the civil wars, a Cimbrian helpless at the sight of Marius, himself in
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prison helpless. a An exile after being so oft consul, and consul again after being an exile, he rivalled in his fallen fortunes the Punic ruins in which he took refuge, and then from the rubble of Carthage emerged to capture Rome: never had chance permitted this to happen save by ordinance of fate. Who, Great Pompey, after your victory over the forces of Mithri-dates, your recovery of the seas from piracy, and your three triumphs gained from campaigns which traversed the earth, b would have believed that, when you could now pass as another styled the Great, c you were destined to perish on Egyptian shores with but fire of shipwrecked wood to burn your corpse and remnants of an upcast barque to make your pyre? Who can experience such change of fortune except by fate’s decree? When after his victory and happy settlement of civil strife he was administering the laws of peace, even he who was born of heaven and was to heaven restored d could not escape the violence so oft foretold: before the eyes of the assembled senate he obliterated with his own blood the evidence of the plot and the names of the conspirators which he held in his hand: all this so that fate could prevail. Need I recount the cities destroyed, the kings overthrown, Croesus on the pyre, e the headless corpse of Priam on the shore, f denied Troy even as a pyre? Or Xerxes, whose shipwreck was greater than sea could contrive? Need I tell of a man of servile stock placed over the Romans as their king, g or of fire rescued from fire and flames which were ravaging a temple but yielded to a
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mortal? a How oft without warning does death visit the bodies of the strong, how oft again does death flee its very self and wander forth through the funeral fires! Some carried out to burial have returned even from the grave, gifted with a twofold life whilst others have scarcely one. Why, a slight ailment kills, whilst one more serious allows of a reprieve; therapy fails, rational practice is baffled, and attention harms, whilst negligence proves beneficial and delay oft brings a cessation of complaints; and nourishment injures, whilst poison spares the patient. Sons fall short of their fathers’ merits or rise above their parentage and keep a nature that is their own. The fortunes of a dynasty rise with one member of a house and are eclipsed with another. This one is a frenzied lover and can swim the straits b or ruin Troy, c that one’s gravity is suited to the framing of law. See, sons slay a father, d and parents their children, e and brothers meet armed to shed each other’s blood, f This violence is no work of men’s: a destiny drives them to such awful passions and to suffer such punishment and mutilation of limb. Not every age has produced men like the Decii g and Camillus, h or a Cato with a spirit unconquered in defeat i : more than enough material exists to accomplish such an end, but resists through fate’s decree. Again, the poor do not fall heir to fewer years of life, nor may one’s span be purchased with vast wealth. But Fortune carries off a corpse from stately halls, appoints a pyre and assigns a tomb for men of highest station. What wonderful kingship is this, whose bidding even kings obey! Moreover, it happens that virtue fares ill, and guilt fares well;
229
poorly conceived plans are rewarded, whilst foresight fails; nor does Fortune examine the merits of a case and attend the deserving, but moves capriciously through the lives of all without distinction. Clearly, there is another and greater power to constrain and rule us, and to subject mortal affairs to laws of its own: it gives birth to men and at their birth determines the number of their years and the changes of their fortunes. Oft it conjoins body of beast with limb of man a : yet that will be found no product of the seed. What has our human nature in common with a beast’s? When has the sin of adultery been punished with a monstrous birth? It is the stars which fashion strange shapes; it is heaven which intrudes these hybrid features. After all, if a pattern of fate does not exist, how comes it that it is represented as existing and all that will come to pass at particular moments prophesied? Not that this reasoning goes so far as to defend crime or deprive virtue of the gifts that are its reward. For no one will hate poisonous plants the less because they grow from their appointed seed and not by their own choice, nor will tasty food find less favour because the crops are nature’s bounty and not given us by any decision of their own. Let man’s merits, therefore, possess glory all the greater, seeing that they owe their excellence to heaven; and, again, let us hate the wicked all the more, because they were born for guilt and punishment. Crime, whencesoever sprung, must still be reckoned crime. This, too, is sanctioned by fate, that I should thus expound the rule of fate. b
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122Now shall I declare to you in due order the characters, the predominant quality, the pursuits, and the different skills which the signs impart.
124The Ram, who is rich with an abundance of fleecy wool and, when shorn of this, with a fresh supply, will ever cherish hopes; he will rise from the sudden shipwreck of his affairs to abundant wealth only to meet with a fall, and his desires will lead him to disaster; he will yield his produce for the common benefit, the fleece which by a thousand crafts gives birth to different forms of gain: now workers pile into heaps the undressed wool, now card it, now draw it into a tenuous thread, now weave the threads to form webs, and now they buy and sell for gain garments of every kind; no nation could dispense with these, even without indulgence in luxury. So important is this work that Pallas herself has claimed it for her own hands, of which she has judged it worthy, and deems her victory over Arachne a token of her greatness. a These are the callings and allied crafts that the Ram will decree for those born under his sign: in an anxious breast he will fashion a diffident heart that ever yearns to commend itself by its own praise.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Aries description
140The Bull will dower the countryside with honest farmers and will come as a source of toil into their peaceful lives; it will bestow, not gifts of glory, but the fruits of the earth. It bows its neck amid the stars and of itself demands a yoke for its shoulders. When it carries the sun’s orb on its horns, it bids battle with the soil begin and rouses the fallow land to its former cultivation, itself leading the work, for it neither pauses in the furrows nor relaxes its breast in the dust. The sign of the Bull has produced a Serranus b and a Curius, c has handed over the rods of office amid the
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fields, and has left its plough to become a dictator. a Its sons have the love of unsung excellence; their hearts and bodies derive strength from a massiveness that is slow to move, whilst in their faces dwells the boy-god Love.
152From the Twins come less laborious callings and a more agreeable way of life, provided by varied song and voices of harmonious tone, slender pipes, the melodies inborn in strings and the words fitted thereto: those so endowed find even work a pleasure. They would banish the arms of war, the trumpet’s call, and the gloom of old age: theirs is a life of ease and unfading youth spent in the arms of love. They also discover paths to the skies, complete a survey of the heavens with numbers and measurements, and outstrip the flight of the stars b : nature yields to their genius, which it serves in all things. So many are the accomplishments of which the Twins are fruitful.
162Shining at the hinge of the year by the blazing turning-point which when recalled the Sun rounds in his course on high, the Crab occupies a joint of heaven and bends back the length of day. c Of a grasping spirit and unwilling to give itself in service the Crab distributes many kinds of gain, and skill in making profits; he enables a man to carry his investment of foreign merchandise from city to city and, with an eye on steep rises in the price of corn, to risk his money upon sea-winds; to sell the world’s produce to the world, to establish commercial ties between so many unknown lands, to search out under foreign skies fresh sources of gain, and from the high price of his goods to amass sudden wealth. With heaven’s
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favour he also sells seasons of idleness at rates of interest to his liking, wishing the swift passage of time to add to the principal. His is a shrewd nature, and he is ready to fight for his profits.
176Who can doubt the nature of the monstrous Lion, and the pursuits he prescribes for those born beneath his sign? The lion ever devises fresh fights and fresh warfare on animals, and lives on spoil and pillaging of flocks. The sons of the Lion are filled with the urge to adorn their proud portals with pelts and to hang up on their walls the captured prey, to bring the peace of terror to the woods, and to live upon plunder. There are those whose like bent is not checked by the city-gates, but they swagger about in the heart of the capital with droves of beasts; they display mangled limbs at the shop-front, slaughter to meet the demands of luxury, and count it gain to kill. Their temper is equally prone to fitful wrath and ready withdrawal, and guileless are the sentiments of their honest hearts.
189The temperaments of those whose span of life she pronounces at their birth Erigone will direct to study, and she will train their minds in the learned arts. She will give not so much abundance of wealth as the impulse to investigate the causes and effects of things. On them she will confer a tongue which charms, the mastery of words, and that mental vision which can discern all things, however concealed they be by the mysterious workings of nature. From the Virgin will also come the stenographer: his letter represents a word, and by means of his symbols he can keep ahead of utterance and record in novel notation the long speech of a rapid speaker. But with the good there comes a flaw: bashfulness handicaps
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the early years of such persons, for the Maid, by holding back their great natural gifts, puts a bridle on their lips and restrains them by the curb of authority. And (small wonder in a virgin) her offspring is not fruitful.
203Balancing night with the length of day when after a year’s space we enjoy the new vintage of the ripened grape, the Scales will bestow the employment of weights and measures and a son to emulate the talents of Palamedes, who first assigned numbers to things, and to these numbers names, a fixed magnitudes, and individual symbols. b He will also be acquainted with the tables of law, abstruse legal points, and words denoted by compendious signs c ; he will know what is permissible and the penalties incurred by doing what is forbidden; in his own house he is a people’s magistrate holding lifelong office. Under no other sign would Servius d more fittingly have been born, who in interpreting the law framed legislation of his own. Indeed, whatever stands in dispute and needs a ruling the pointer of the Balance will determine.
217By virtue of his tail armed with its powerful sting, wherewith, when conducting the Sun’s chariot through his sign, he cleaves the soil and sows seed in the furrow, the Scorpion creates natures ardent for war and active service, and a spirit which rejoices in plenteous bloodshed and in carnage more than in plunder. Why, these men spend even peace under arms: they fill the glades and scour the woods; they
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wage fierce warfare now against man, now against beast, and now they sell their persons to provide the spectacle of death and to perish in the arena, when, warfare in abeyance, they each find themselves foes to attack. There are those, too, who enjoy mock-fights and jousts in arms (such is their love of fighting) and devote their leisure to the study of war and every pursuit which arises from the art of war.
230But they whose lot it is to be born under the Centaur of double form delight in yoking a team, in bringing a fiery horse to obey the pliant reins, in following herds which graze all over the grasslands, and in imposing a master on every kind of quadruped and taming them: they soften tigers, rid the lion of his fierceness, speak to the elephant and through speech adapt its huge bulk to human skills in a variety of displays. Indeed, in the stars of this constellation the human form is blended with a beast’s and placed above it; wherefore it has lordship over beasts. And because it carries a shaft poised on drawn bow, it imparts strength to limb and keenness to the intellect, swiftness of movement, and an indefatigable spirit.
243In her shrine Vesta tends your fires, Capricorn: and from her you derive your skills and callings. For whatever needs fire to function and demands a renewal of flame for its work must be counted as of your domain. To pry for hidden metals, to smelt out riches deposited in the veins of the earth, to fold sure-handed the malleable mass—these skills will come from you, as will aught which is fashioned of silver or gold. That hot furnaces melt iron and bronze, and ovens give to the wheat its final form, will come as gifts from you. You also give a fondness for clothes and wares which dispel the cold, since your lot falls for all
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time in winter’s season, wherein you shorten the nights you have brought to their greatest length and give birth to a new year by enlarging the daylight hours. Hence comes a restless quality in their lives and a mind which is often changed and floats this way and that; the first half of the sign is the slave of Venus, and that with guilt involved, but a more virtuous old age is promised by the conjoined fish below.
259The youthful Waterman, who from upturned pot pours forth his stream, likewise bestows skills which have affinity with himself: how to divine springs under the ground and conduct them above, to transform the flow of water so as to spray the very stars, to mock the sea with man-made shores at the bidding of luxury, to construct different types of artificial lakes and rivers, a and to support aloft for domestic use streams that come from afar. b Beneath this sign there dwell a thousand crafts regulated by water. Why, water will even set in motion the face of heaven and the starry habitations, and will cause the skies to move in a novel rotation. c Never will the sons of Aquarius grow tired of the works which come in the wake of water and follow springs. They who issue from this sign are a gentle sort and a lovable breed, and no meanness of heart is theirs; they are prone to suffer losses; and of riches they have neither need nor surfeit. Even thus doth the urn’s stream flow.
273The folk engendered by the two Fishes, the last of the signs, will possess a love of the sea; they will entrust their lives to the deep, will provide ships or gear for ships and everything that the sea requires for activity connected with it. The consequent skills are numberless: so many are the components of even
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a small ship that there are scarcely enough names for things. There is also the art of navigation, which has reached out to the stars and binds the sea to heaven. The pilot must have sound knowledge of the earth, its rivers and havens, its climate and winds; how on the one hand to ply the mobile helm this way and that, and brake the ship and spread apart the waves, and how on the other to drive the ship by rowing and to feather the lingering blades. The Fishes further impart to their son the desire to sweep tranquil waters with dragnets and to display on shores which are their own the captive peoples of the deep, either by hiding the hook within the bait or the guile within the weel. Naval warfare too is of their gift, battles afloat, and blood-stained waves at sea. The children of this sign are endowed with fertile offspring, a friendly disposition, swiftness of movement, and lives in which everything is ever apt to change.
292These are the characters and these the skills which the twelve signs, by virtue of the powers its substance gives to each, bestow on men born under them.
294But no sign has exclusive control over itself a : all share their powers with certain signs in equal portions, and in a spirit of hospitality, as it were, they form a heavenly fellowship and surrender the parts of which they are composed to the keeping of other signs. This department of our art the Greeks have termed the system of decans. b The name is derived from the numeral, since the signs, which consist of thirty degrees, enjoy a tripartite arrangement and allot ten degrees to each of the signs associating with themselves, the constellations one after the other providing a home for three signs each. Thus nature
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is ever hedged about with deep darkness, and truth is hidden and wrapped in much complexity. Heaven is reached by no brief effort and does not favour short cuts; but the shape of one sign is placed in front of and conceals others, and dissimulates and hides its real influences and gifts. This obscurity must be dispelled not by the eyes but by profundity of intellect, a for it is in its interior and not in its outward appearance that the divine is to be apprehended.
310Now shall I tell which signs are joined to which, and in what sequence, lest the influences which others exercise in signs foreign to them go unperceived. The Ram claims his first decan for himself, the second portion falls to the Bull, the third decan to the Twins. Thus the constellation is said to have been distributed among the signs, and it will exert the influences of as many masters as it has received. The scheme works differently in the sign of the Bull, for he is not reckoned under any of his decans: he bestows the first on the Crab, the middle on the Lion, and the last on the Maid. Yet the Bull’s nature persists throughout his sign and blends his peculiar influences in every section. The Balance is first to appropriate ten degrees of the Twins; Scorpio claims the next ten; the third decan is the Centaur’s, who is in no way treated differently in the number of degrees, but yields to the others in precedence. The Crab proffers twice five degrees to Capricorn’s opposite sign first, for in the latter he is deemed worthy of the seasonal juncture b with which Capricorn himself is assessed because in winter he makes the daylight equal to the darkness and at his opposite cardinal-point observes a kindred law; the fires of the second decan are bedewed by the Waterman, who is followed by the
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Fishes in the Crab’s remotest stars. But the Lion, mindful of his partner under the trigon’s law, a welcomes the Ram as leader, b and next the Bull, who is united to him by square c ; the third decan passes under the dominion of the Twins: by his hexagonal line the Lion reaches these too. d Erigone bestows especial honour on the Crab, to whom she gives first decan; the neighbouring one she leaves to you, her neighbour, O Lion of Nemea; one decan belongs to herself, which, since tenure of it was disdained by the others, e was granted to her to possess. The Balance has the pleasure of a precedent, and imitates the Ram, who though at the opposite season agrees with it in fixing equal hours of day and night: the Ram regulates the scales of spring, while the Balance matches autumn’s nights with autumn’s days. It yields its first decan to none, and hands the adjoining one to the sign which follows it f ; the last third belongs to the Centaur. The Scorpion has installed Capricorn in the first decan; has made the man named after water the lord of the second; and has willed that its last degrees be subject to the Fishes. Now he who with bow-string tensed ever threatens to let fly his shaft surrenders his first degrees to the Ram in accordance with the trigon’s pact, the midmost to the Bull, and the last to the Twins. Capricorn risks not the charge of base ingratitude but discharges his obligation to the Crab: welcomed himself to the Crab’s domain, he welcomes the Crab to his, and presents him with his initial portion; the bordering realm is reckoned as the Lion’s, and the endmost degrees as the Maid’s. He that rejoices in the never-ending stream that pours from his urn transfers control of the first rights over himself to the Balance,	Comment by Iza Steiner: And repeat the cycle for each decan.
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whilst the adjoining ten degrees are claimed by the Scorpion; the last degrees in the young man’s sign are occupied by the Centaur. There now remain the Fishes twain, which close the circle of signs. They bestow on the Ram a enjoyment of the first parts of their territory; and to the middle ten degrees are you admitted, O Bull; the remainder they keep for themselves, and even as they are situate at the extremity of the zodiac’s circle, so does the last decan of their allotment fall to them.
363This is the scheme which unveils the powers of the mysterious universe: it divides the heavens in more ways than one so that the names of the signs recur; the more frequent the recurrence, the closer is the association of the signs. Do not suffer your mind to be deceived by their familiar names: they mask other signs, b which they conceal from mortals. The knowing mind’s keen edge must cut more deeply: one sign must be sought in another, and in our inquiry we must take account of the powers of each, for a man also receives the characteristics of the sign dominating the decan of his nativity and is born under the influence of that sign too. Such is the nature of the forces to be found in the decans. Evidence of this will be found in the diversity of those born under the same constellation, and the fact that among so many thousands of living beings sprung from a single sign there are as many dispositions as there are individuals, that born under signs alien to their natures they display the qualities of other stars, and that men and beasts are born without distinction in human and bestial signs alike. Naturally, since they consist of several components, the signs form associations with them, and each sign passes various decrees under its
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[bookmark: _Hlk33134277]own name. Not only in wool will the Ram take pleasure, the Bull in the plough, the Twins in the Muses, or the Crab in trade; nor will the Lion come forth as a hunter only, or as a teacher the Maid; not only over measures will the Balance preside, the Scorpion over arms, the Centaur over beasts, Capricorn over fire, the Youth over his own waters, or over the seas the Fishes twain: but the signs are mixers and acquire further influences from their fellowships.
387“But,” you say, “the task you bid me undertake is great and subtle, and you are plunging my mind back into deep darkness just when I thought a simple principle was enabling me to see light.” The object of your quest is God: you are seeking to scale the skies and, though born beneath the rule of fate, to gain knowledge of that fate; you are seeking to pass beyond your understanding and make yourself master of the universe. The toil involved matches the reward to be won, nor are such high attainments secured without a price; so wonder not at the winding route and the intricacy of things. It is enough that we have been given power to make the search: let the rest be left to us. Unless you mine mountains, gold will elude your grasp, and the earth that is heaped above will bar access to the wealth it hides. Men will traverse the entire globe to make jewels available, and will not shrink from occupying the sea to gain the precious pearl. Each year the anxious farmer will utter every prayer he knows, and yet how small is the yield of the treacherous countryside! We shall face the perils of sea-winds in our search for gain and follow the god of war in hope of booty. Ah, shame on those willing to pay so high a price for perishable goods! Luxury too entails a kind of military service: the
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glutton keeps sleepless watch over that which proves his ruin, a and profligates oft pant for their own undoing. What then shall we give to heaven? How great is the price, with which we may purchase all? Man must expend his very self before God can dwell in him.
408Such is the principle b by which you must determine the character of men at birth. But it is not enough to learn of signs that hold sway in the decans of other signs, and which signs are thus installed in each; you must be sure to notice individual degrees which are themselves either numbed with ice or scorched by fire and some which, though free from either of these defects, are nevertheless sterile, being marred by excessive or insufficient moisture. c For all the signs that rise possess a mixture of influences and a variety of texture. Nothing is uniform. Look at the stretches of land and sea, and rivers that course past banks of varying scenery: failings abound everywhere, and imperfection is found next to excellence. Thus barren soil appears in the midst of rich fields and, with hardly any indication of discontinuity, abruptly breaks the natural order; and what but lately was a haven of the sea now becomes a yawning maelstrom, and the charm of the waters we admired vanishes in a moment; the same river flows now over rocks and now through plains and, as it creates or looks for a path, runs forward or doubles back on its tracks. So too in the sky do the degrees of the signs display diversity: just as sign is at variance with sign, so it is at variance with itself, and but a minute shift causes it to withhold its influences and salutary effects: whatever is brought forth in these degrees is born to a life of frustration or perishes or experiences benefits
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spoilt by much that is disagreeable. These degrees I must now specify in fitting verse. Yet who could so oft express in metre’s laws so many numerals, repeat so many degrees, put into words so many totals, and vary the style of utterance in treating of the same themes? In giving an accurate account we need not feel that writing down inelegant phrases, just as we chance on them, calls for apology; but this entails a lack of charm, and effort rejected by the ear is effort vainly spent. Yet, as I seek to expound in verse the laws of destiny and the sacred motions of the skies, my words must conform to what is bidden: I am not permitted to fashion, but only to describe, the pattern. To show the deity is more than enough: he himself will establish his authority. Nor is it right to glorify heaven with words: in the reality it will prove even greater. Still the charm of my muse is not contemptible, if it can only signify what ideally should be sung. a Learn then of the degrees, sign by sign, which merit condemnation.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Learn only the bad degrees per sign
444The fourth degree of the Ram b inflicts harm, and the sixth is also unwholesome; the seventh is as bad as the sixth, and so are the tenth, that second to the tenth, c and those which double the numbers seven and nine; added to the count of a score one degree is damaging, so too a fifth and a seventh, the last completing the adverse portion of the sign.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Aries 4,6,7,10, 12,14, 18, 21,25,27
449The ninth degree of the Bull d is malign, and the third after the tenth is like it, and again the seventh attached to the tenth; the degree which signifies twice eleven and that which signifies twice twelve are [something missing]	Comment by Iza Steiner: Taurus 9,13, 17, 22 24
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454Baneful in the Twins a are the first and third degrees of the sign, the seventh is no better, and the hurt of the treble-fifth is just as great; injurious are the degrees numbering one less than and one more than twice ten, whilst the coming of the twenty-fifth will prove equally harmful, both of itself and when two or four are added to it.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Gemini 1, 3, 7, 15, 19, 21, 25, 27, 29
459Neither first nor third nor sixth degree of the Crab b is free from ill; the eighth resembles these; after the completion of a decade the first carries off its prey, and the behaviour of the treble-fifth is not more merciful; the seventeenth brings grief, so does the twentieth, and also the fifth, seventh, and ninth degrees following.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Cancer 1, 3, 6, 8, 11, 15, 17, 20 25, 27, 29
464With you, too, Lion of Nemea, c first contact is to be dreaded, and fearful is the onset of your fourth degree; double-fifth and treble-fifth preclude a salutary sky, and noxious is the twenty-second; of the following three the last brings infection, and so does the last of a further three, whilst the thirtieth is no improvement on the first.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Leo 1, 4, 10, 15, 22, 25, 28, 30
4690f the Maid d neither the first nor the sixth degree is ever beneficial, nor of the second decade the first, fourth, and eighth; beyond a count of twenty the first and fourth are full of terror as well as the last portion which concludes the sign in the thirtieth degree.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Virgo 1, 6, 11, 14, 18, 30
473In the Balance e the fifth confers no benefit, nor does the seventh; so, too, the third past the eleventh, the seventh past the tenth, as also past a	Comment by Iza Steiner: 5, 7, 14, 17, 24, 27, 29, 30
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score the fourth, the seventh, and the pair which close the tale, the ninth past a score and the thirtieth degree.
477The Scorpion a is arraigned in his first degree, matching which are the third and sixth and tenth and that which you note as fifth thrice over, the double of the eleventh, and of the twenties the fifth, that which resides at number eight, and the occupant of nine.	Comment by Iza Steiner: 1, 3, 6, 10, 15, 22, 25, 28, 29	Comment by Iza Steiner: 
481Were Fortune to give you leave, choose not the Centaur’s b fourth degree; shun, too, the eighth; double six or eight or ten, the atmosphere is termed fraught with dread; and so it is when he twice reckons twelve or ten and three, when he reckons four times seven, and when he thrice draws the sign of ten. c	Comment by Iza Steiner: Sag4, 8, 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 20 28, 30
486The seventh of Capricorn d is not a degree to be desired; at one with it are the ninth, that indicated as third after the tenth, and those which rob you, O twentieth, of three or one or increase you by five or seven.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Cap 7, 9, 13, 20, 23, 21 25, 27
2. 232The first degree of the ever-pouring Waterman e spells trouble, and meriting condemnation are the first, third, fifth, and ninth after the completion of a decade, the first after a score, the twenty-fifth and, with increase of four, the twenty-ninth.	Comment by Iza Steiner: 1, 11, 13,15, 19, 21,25,29
494In the sign of the two Fishes f third, fifth, and seventh are formidable degrees, as well as the eleventh, and the seventh joined to the tenth; that which multiplies five times five and that which receives a further two will also be found fraught with dread.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Pisces 3, 5, 7, 11, 17, 25, 27
498These degrees are allotted an atmosphere made sterile by reason of cold and fire or because of drought or superabundant moisture, be it scorching Mars who
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launches his flames upon it or Saturn his native ice or Phoebe the dews she gathers from neighbouring Earth a or Phoebus his heat.
502But having noted the injurious degrees of the signs you must not relax your attention: there are some degrees which undergo a temporary change of character, acquiring at their ascension special powers which they thereafter relinquish.
[bookmark: _Hlk33110398]505Thus, when the Ram emerges above the surface of the waves and the curve of his neck appears before his horns, he will give birth to hearts that are never content with what is theirs; he will engender minds bent on plunder and will banish all sense of shame: such is their desire for venture. Even thus does the ram himself rush forth with lowered horns, resolved to win or die. Not for them the gentle ease of a fixed abode with none but peaceful cares; it is ever their delight to travel through unknown cities, to explore uncharted seas, and enjoy the whole world’s hospitality. The Ram himself gives you evidence of this: once furrowing a trail through the glassy sea, he tinged it with the gold of his fleece, when on his back he carried Phrixus, bereft of his sister b by fate’s decree, and brought him to the banks of the Phasis and to Colchis.
518But they who are given life by the rising of the Bull’s foremost stars walk with an effeminate gait. The cause is not far to seek, at least if one may seek in causes an explanation of nature: it rises into the sky hind-before with a bevy of maidens, for it brings with it the stars of the Pleiades massed in a tiny cluster. The Bull is also attended by the wealth of the countryside and furnishes its sons with its own endowment of steers amid fields upturned by the plough.
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525When ocean displays and conceals equal portions of the Twins, a it will bestow zeal for study and direct men to learned arts. It creates no gloomy disposition, but hearts imbued with a pleasant charm, and furnishes them with blessings of voice and tuneful lyre, combining with wit a dowry of melody.
530But when that part of the Crab rises which is dimmed by a sombre cloud, b where his own fire fails, as though burnt out by the Sun’s, and darkens the signs with impenetrable fog, the sight of those born then will fail, and fate will condemn them to death twice over: each one buries himself while still alive.
535The man to whom the ravenous Lion has displayed its countenance through the topmost waves as it scales with jaws agape the arc of heaven, that man, sinning against his father and his sons, will not pass on his inheritance but will swallow his patrimony in his body. Such devouring hunger and such a dreadful passion for food take hold of his spirit that he consumes his very self c without ever sating it and devotes to his table even his funeral expenses and the price of a tomb.
542At her rising Erigone, who reigned d with justice over a bygone age and fled when it fell into sinful ways, bestows high eminence by bestowing supreme power; she will produce a man to direct the laws of the state and the sacred code, one who will tend with reverence the hallowed temples of the gods.
547When autumn’s Claws begin to rise, blessed is he that is born under the equilibrium of the Balance. As judge he will set up scales weighted with life and
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death; he will impose the weight of his authority upon the world and make laws. Cities and kingdoms will tremble before him and be ruled by his command alone, whilst after his sojourn on earth jurisdiction in the sky will await him. a
553When the Scorpion uplifts the stars which shine at the end of its tail, the man then born with the blessing of the planets will enrich the world with cities and, with robes hitched up and driving a team of oxen, will trace the circuit of the walls with curved plough; else he will level the cities which have been erected and turn towns back into fields, and produce ripe corn where houses stood. Such will be his worth and such the power which is joined thereto.
560As for the Archer, when the foremost portion of his cloak rises, he will give birth to hearts renowned in war and will conduct the conqueror, celebrating great triumphs in the sight of all, to his country’s citadels. Such a one will build high walls one moment and pull them down the next. But if Fortune favours them too generously with success, the mark of her envy is to be seen on their faces, for she works cruel havoc upon their features. So was it that a dread warrior b paid for his victories at the Trebia, Cannae, and the Lake, even before the hour of his retreat, with such disfigurement.
568The last part of Capricorn, which consists of the sting at the end of its tail, prescribes for its children service upon the seas and the handling of ships, a hardy calling and one which is ever close to death.
571But if you would have a man that is pious, pure, and good, you will find him born when the first portion of the Waterman rises above the horizon.
573Lest your mind yearn also for the first portion of
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the Fishes to come forth, be told that their gift is hateful loquacity, a poisonous tongue which ever passes on slanderous talk to fresh ears, and an eagerness to carry to the people on treacherous lips the people’s indiscretions. Trustworthiness will not be found in this sign’s progeny; instead a consuming desire urges their fevered minds to go through fire to attain their ends. Certain it is that the goddess of Cythera a changed herself into a fish when she plunged into the waters of Babylon to escape from snake-footed Typhon of the winged shoulders; and she has implanted in the scaly Fishes the fire of her own passions. No birth under the two Fishes will be marked by singleness; a brother will be born as well, or a darling sister, or else the mother of twins.
585Now you must learn the constellations which bear dominion over the several parts of the earth. But a general sketch of the world must first be given. b The round heavens are divided into four parts, which accord with the day’s rising, its setting, the noontide heat, and you, Great Bear. c From these four quarters as many winds sally forth, and battle against each other in the empty skies. Biting Boreas rushes from the pole whilst Eurus comes flying from the dawn d : Auster delights in the midday sun and Zephyrus in the sun’s departure. From each of the intervals between them two breezes emit their blasts, like in kind but differing in name. The land itself is afloat, encircled by the crown of ocean which clasps the round world within it in an embrace of water. The land also receives the sea to its bosom, which, e admitted from the dusky west, washes on the right	Comment by Iza Steiner: Cosmology geography
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against Numidia and torrid Libya and the towers of once mighty Carthage; pulling back its shores so that they meander into the shoals of the Syrtes, it emerges again with billows that proceed straight on to the Nile. On the left the waves of the sea beat against the peoples of Spain, against you, Gaul, adjacent in lands nearby, and against the cities of Italy, which curves round towards the right portion of the sea as far as your dogs, Scylla, and the greedy maw of Charybdis. a As soon as the sea pours forth from this gateway, it floats out into the open Ionian where it spreads over a wide expanse, and turning to the left as before, its name now changed to the Adriatic sea, it completes the circuit of Italy and drinks the waters of the Eridanus b ; with its flood it restrains Illyria from war, bathes Epirus and renowned Corinth, and hastens round the wide bays of the Peloponnese; yet again it flows back to the left, and in a vast recession passes by the confines of Thessaly and the fields of Achaea. c Next, through the channel of the youth and the maid who was drowned d it thrusts inward a reluctant passage; then the Propontis connects its strait to the spacious Euxine sea and the waves of the Maeotis, which, joined to the rear of the Euxine, provides it with a source. When the sailor recalled therefrom to the narrow strait emerges again from the billows of the Hellespont, he cleaves the Icarian and Aegean seas and marvels at the peoples of sleek Asia e on the left, in every place a trophy, the innumerable nations of the barbarians, the heights of Taurus menacing the waves, the peoples of Cilicia, parched Syria, and the
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lands which form a great gulf in their flight from the sea. a At last the shore curves through the waves and returns to Egypt, coming to an end again with the banks of the Nile. This is the coastline which encompasses the midland ocean, these are the shores which confine the expanse of its waves. A thousand islands lie in the middle of these far-spread waters. Sardinia has the shape of a footprint in the Libyan sea, whereas the triangle of Sicily is distant from Italy only so far as serves to cut it off; Greece is awed as it faces the mountains of Euboea, whilst Crete, who counts the Thunderer b her citizen, is battered by the waves of the Aegean sea, as Cyprus is by those of Egypt’s river. Besides these, which are the most important islands, and all those strands, though of smaller size, which rise from the sea, the unequal Cyclades, Delos, Rhodes, Aulis, Tenedos, Corsica, whose shore lies near the land of Sardinia, Ebusus, which triumphs over c Ocean at its first entrance into the circle of our lands, and the Balearic fields—besides these, rocks and peaks past counting spring up over the deep.
642Nor in one place alone has the sea burst through a gap and opened a way for itself into the land; for the Sea-god has confronted many a shore with the thrust of his waves, but has been prevented by high mountains from overwhelming the whole earth with his flood. For, penetrating by a narrow channel between the north and the shining summer orient, d the ocean makes a long arm inland, then at last spreads over low-lying fields and, in semblance like the
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Euxine, forms the Caspian sea. a In like manner, towards the midday sun, Ocean has launched two other attacks against the land; for its tide occupies Persian plains, having stolen from the very region it waters a name for its gulf, and floods in to form a wide circle b ; and at no great distance, into the land of the unmanly Arabs, which produces delicacies and the exotic perfumes of many a plant, the sea gently pours shores rich with pearls, and the waters take their name from the country which lies between the two gulfs. c
Earth’s mainland is divided into three continents: Libya, Asia, and Europe. Over the first 658 Carthage once obtained sovereignty by force of arms, what time Hannibal blasted with fire the Alpine peaks, d immortalized the Trebia, covered Cannae with graves, and poured Libya into the cities of Latium. Hither has nature assembled many a kind of plague and all manner of monstrous beasts to be the foe of future invaders. Libya shelters horrible serpents and, a reproach to the land, creatures which make a home for poisons and live by feeding on death, and gigantic elephants; and, so fruitful to its own hurt, this grim country breeds ferocious lions and jests in giving birth to hideous monkeys. Worse than were it sterile, it makes its desert sands a bane until it lays down its authority before the inhabitants of Egypt. e Thereafter come the peoples of Asia, and a land that is rich in everything: rivers flow with gold and the sea sparkles with gems; aromatic woods breathe forth
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balm. Thence on to India, too vast to be known, and Parthia, verily another world, and the ramparts of the Taurus that rises to the sky, and all the many races of different name that dwell around it, reaching as far as the Scythian Tanais, a which separates two continents with its waters, the meres of Maeotis, and the inclement Euxine. b This is the limit nature has set to the might of Asia. The rest of the world is Europe’s: it first received Jupiter as he swam the waves c and freed him from a bull’s form, suffering him to set down his desire d and uniting him with his burden. The god bestowed the girl’s name on the shore, which by that title he consecrated as a memorial of his love. It is the continent most renowned for heroes and abundant in famous cities: there is Athens, distinguished by its sovereignty over eloquence; Sparta, pre-eminent for its feats of arms; Thebes, for the gods e it bore; and Pella, for but a single king f of its royal house, return for help it gave in the Trojan war g ; Thessaly, Epirus, and the contiguous Illyrian littoral, powerful lands all three; Thrace, who counts Mars a citizen, h and Germany, who stands struck with wonder at the stature of her sons around her; Gaul unrivalled for her wealth, Spain for her bellicosity; and finally Italy, which Rome, capital of the world, has made mistress of the earth, herself made one with heaven. i
696These then are the boundaries which land and
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sea are to be summoned to observe, for the creator has divided the world into portions, distributing it among the individual signs. To each guardian power he has given a special region of the world to rule, bestowing also the peoples and mighty cities proper to them, wherein the signs should claim their predominant influences. And just as the human frame is apportioned among the signs, a and the protection they afford, though collectively extending over the whole body, is in addition exercised separately over the limbs allocated among them (the Ram is attached to the head, the Bull to the neck; the arms are reckoned as under the Twins’ domain, the breast under the Crab’s; the shoulders appeal to you, Nemean, and to you, Maiden, the belly; the Balance attends the loins, and the Scorpion is lord of the groin; the Archer has bestowed his love upon the thighs, Capricorn upon the knees, whilst the Youth is protector of the shanks and the Fishes of the feet), so in like manner do different signs lay claim to different lands.
711For this reason the human race is so arranged that its practices and features vary: nations are fashioned with their own particular complexions; and each stamps with a character of its own the like nature and anatomy of the human body which all share. Germany, towering high with tall offspring, is blond; Gaul is tinged to a less degree with a near-related redness; hardier Spain breeds close-knit, sturdy limbs. The Father b of the City endows the Romans with the features of Mars, and Venus joining the War-god fashions them with well-proportioned limbs. Quick-witted Greece proclaims in the tanned faces of its peoples the gymnasium and
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the manly wrestling-schools. Curly hair about the temples betrays the Syrian. The Ethiopians stain the world and depict a race of men steeped in darkness; less sun-burnt are the natives of India; the land of Egypt, flooded by the Nile, darkens bodies more mildly owing to the inundation of its fields: it is a country nearer to us and its moderate climate imparts a medium tone. The Sun-god dries up with dust the tribes of Africans amid their desert lands; the Moors derive their name from their faces, a and their identity is proclaimed by the colour of their skins. Add the sounds of as many voices as there are races; include in your reckoning as many languages and customs and practices appropriate to the regions allotted to those races. Add the several characteristic kinds of fruits that grow from a like seed, and also the goddess of food, who comes round with harvests which vary from state to state and produces an unequal yield of every kind of vegetable. Nor do you, Bacchus, endow the lands with a similar bounty, but bring forth different grapes on different hills. Cinnamon does not grow far and wide in every field. Consider the different breeds of cattle, the peculiar species of wild beasts, and the elephant, restricted to two confines on earth. b For all that they are reckoned parts, there are as many worlds as there are parts of the world, even as the signs shine upon the special regions to which they have been allocated and imbue with their climate the peoples that lie beneath.
744The Ram, whose stars are allotted place in the middle of the firmament, where with even balance the Sun levels night and day in springtime halfway between the Crab and chilly Capricorn, claims for his influence the sea c which he overcame himself, when after the
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girl had slipped off he bore her brother to the shore and wept over the reduction of his burden and the relief to his back. He is also reverently worshipped by neighbouring Propontis, by the Syrian people, by loose-robed Persia, a nation hampered by its raiment, by the Nile, whose waters swell to meet the Crab, a and by Egypt’s land, then bidden to be flooded. The Bull holds the mountains of Scythia, powerful Asia, and the effeminate Arabs, whose realm is rich in woods. The Euxine sea, the shores of which curve in the shape of a Scythian bow, b worships you, Phoebus, in the person of the Twins c ; you, brothers, does Thrace worship and farthest Ganges which waters the fields of India. The Ethiopians burn beneath the Crab, whose heat is fiercest, and this the colour of their skins makes plain. You, Lion of Nemea, attendant of the Idaean mother, d hold sway over Phrygia, the warlike realm of the Cappadocians, and the mountain-ridges of Armenia; wealthy Bithynia worships you, and so does the land of Macedon, which once conquered the world. Beneath the chaste Maid Rhodes prospers on land and sea, the erstwhile abode of him e who was to rule the world as emperor: the whole island is consecrated to the Sun, and Rhodes was in very truth its house at the time when it received into its care the light of the mighty universe in the person of Caesar. Beneath the Maid’s dominion are likewise the cities of Ionia, f the Dorian fields, the ancient Arcadians, g and Caria, renowned in story. h What sign would better have the care of Italy, if Italy could choose, than that which controls all, knows the

283weights of things, marks totals, and separates the unequal from the equal, the sign in which the seasons are balanced and the hours of night and day match each other? Italy belongs to the Balance, her rightful sign: beneath it Rome and her sovereignty of the world were founded, a Rome, which controls the issue of events, exalting and depressing nations placed in the scales: beneath this sign was born the emperor, b who has now effected a better foundation of the city and governs a world which hangs on his command alone. Scorpio, the sign beneath, chooses the towers of vanquished Carthage, Libya, the flank of Egypt, c and the territory of Cyrene, gifted with the tears of a pungent root d ; yet its backward glance reaches Italian waters, and takes in Sardinia and the islands scattered over the sea. The sea-girt land of Cnossus is subject to the Centaur, and so under a two-formed sign comes the son of Minos, two-formed himself. e Hence is it that Crete claims the swift arrow and imitates the drawn bow of the constellation. Situate under the same sign, Sicily follows her sister island f in being afloat to the authority of Diana g ; and the adjacent shore of Italy, h separated by a deep but narrow channel, obeys the same laws and is not sundered from the influences of the sign. You, Capricorn, rule all that lies beneath the setting sun and all that stretches thence to touch the frozen north, together with the peoples of Spain and of
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wealthy Gaul; and you, Germany, fit only to breed wild beasts, a are claimed by a sign uncertain whether it belongs to land or sea, since you follow now sea, now land, as the tides continuously ebb and flow. b But the Youth’s unclad limbs are of a softer c mould, and moving nearer Egypt’s warmth d he betakes himself to the walls of Tyre, the peoples of Cilicia, and the plains which border on Caria. e On the Fishes was bestowed the Euphrates, when in flight from Typhon Venus accepted their aid and hid beneath its waters, f and likewise the Tigris and the glistening shores of the Red Ocean, g Surrounded by these vast coasts is the vast land of Parthia, and the nations vanquished over the ages by the Parthians, the Bactrians and Ethiopians, h Babylon and Susa and Nineveh, and places where names could scarce adequately be conveyed by countless turns of speech. i
807Thus is the world for ever distributed among the twelve signs, and from the signs themselves must the laws prevailing among them be applied to the areas they govern; for these areas maintain between themselves the same relationships as exist between the signs; and just as the signs unite with each other or clash in enmity, now confronting one another across the sky and now linked in triangular federation, or as some other principle directs them to their various feelings, even so is land joined with land, city with city, and shores are at war with shores, realms with realms, j So must every man shun or seek a place to
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live in, so hope for loyalty or be forewarned of peril, according to the character which has come down to earth from high heaven. a
818Mark now, too, the signs which are, to use a Greek term, ecliptic, b because over certain periods of years, as though worn out with toil, they sometimes lag with unavailing movement and fail. Assuredly, nothing remains constant through the vastness of eternity, keeping its prime for ever and holding a single course, but all things change with the passage of time and vary over the years. Fertile fields withhold their crops and refuse to supply a continuous yield, exhausted by production; again, lands which had given no return for seed sown furnish unexpected tribute afterwards, and that unbidden. The earth is shaken to its foundations for all the strength of the framework which holds it together, and the ground gives way beneath our feet c ; the land is afloat upon its very self, d as Ocean vomits forth its seas and gulps them back in thirst, and cannot contain the whole of itself. So on a time it flooded every city, when Deucalion was left sole heir of the human race, and his occupation of a single rock made him master of the world. Moreover, when Phaethon e made trial of his father’s reins, nations were burnt up and heaven feared to be set on fire; the blazing stars fled before fresh flames, f and nature was afraid of interment in a single grave. All things undergo such changes over long periods and then return to their normal states again. Even thus at a certain time the signs too lose their powers and on recovering them exert them
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anew. The cause is plain: whatever signs have seen the Moon eclipsed, reft of her brother and plunged into the darkness of night, when the Earth comes between to cut off Phoebus’ a rays and Delia b draws not the light wherewith she is wont to shine, those signs too become as stricken as the planet occupying them, bowed the while in grief and deprived of their customary powers, and they mourn Phoebe b as though she had been carried out for burial. The cause is revealed by its name, for the ancients called these signs ecliptic. However, signs suffer together in pairs, not of those situated side by side but of those which shine at each other from opposing quarters, since the Moon’s orb only fails when she does not see Phoebus as he courses in the opposite sign. But the signs are not all enfeebled for an equal duration, but sometimes a whole year is spent in this condition, sometimes they remain exhausted for a shorter period, and sometimes for a longer one, when their affliction outlives the Sun’s yearly cycle. Now when the period allotted to each is accomplished, and the pair of signs which shine at each other across heaven have at the appointed limit discharged their tour of toil, then the two adjacent signs which precede them in rising above and setting beneath the Earth’s horizon succumb by a shift of affliction, in such a way that this does not battle against the rotation of the starry sphere but advances in the direction of heaven’ motion c ; and the signs lose their influences and no longer exert them, neither imparting their usual blessings nor inflicting their wonted hurt: all these changes are caused by the proximity of the eclipse.
866But what avail is it to search out the secrets of the shining firmament with such subtle reasoning, if a
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man’s spirit resists and fear banishes confidence and bars access to the gate of heaven? “See,” he objects, “nature is buried in deep concealment and lies beyond our mortal gaze and ken; it cannot profit us that all is governed by fate, since the rule of fate cannot by any means be seen.” What boots it to assail oneself with self-reproach, to deprive oneself of benefits ungrudged by God himself, and to renounce that mental vision which nature has bestowed? We perceive the skies, then why not the skies’ gifts too? The mind of man has the power to leave its proper abode and penetrate to the innermost treasures of the sky; to construct the mighty universe from its component seeds; to transport the offspring of heaven a about the places from which it came b ; to make for Ocean’s farthest horizon, descend to the inverted parts of the Earth, and inhabit the whole wide world. c Now nature holds no mysteries for us; we have surveyed it in its entirety and are masters of the conquered sky; we perceive our creator, of whom we are part, and rise to the stars, whose children we are. Can one doubt that a divinity dwells within our breasts and that our souls return to the heaven whence they came? d Can one doubt that, just as the world, composed of the elements of air and fire on high and earth and water, houses an intelligence which, spread throughout it, directs the whole, e so too with us the bodies of our earthly condition and our life-blood house a mind which directs every part and animates the man? Why wonder that men can comprehend heaven, when heaven exists in their very beings and	Comment by Iza Steiner: Stoic
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each one is in a smaller likeness the image of God himself? Are we to believe that man is born of aught but heaven? All the other animals lie prostrate on the earth or submerged in water, or else hover in the air; all alike have only sleep and food and sex for their delights; the strength of an animal is measured only by its size and its value by its limbs, and since it has no intelligence it lacks speech, too. The breed of man, who rules all things, is alone reared equal to the inquiry into nature, the power of speech, breadth of understanding, the acquisition of various skills: he has left the open air for city-life, tamed the land to yield him its fruits, made the beasts his slaves, and laid a pathway on the sea; he alone stands with the citadel of his head raised high and, triumphantly directing to the stars his star-like eyes, looks ever more closely at Olympus and inquires into the nature of Jove himself; nor does he rest content with the outward appearance of the gods, a but probes into heaven’s depths b and, in his quest of a being akin to his own, seeks himself among the stars. I ask for heaven a faith as great as that so oft accorded birds and entrails that quiver beneath their native breast. Is it then a meaner thing to derive reason from the sacred stars than to heed sacrifice of beast and cry of bird? God grudges not the earth the sight of heaven but reveals his face and form by ceaseless revolution, offering, nay impressing, himself upon us to the end that he can be truly known, can teach his nature to those who have eyes to see, and can compel them to mark his laws. Of itself the firmament summons our minds to the stars, and in not concealing its ordinances shows that it would have them known. Who then would deem it wrong to understand what it is right
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for us to see? Scorn not your powers as if proportionate to the smallness of the mind: its power has no bounds. Thus a small amount of gold exceeds in value countless heaps of brass; thus the diamond, a stone no bigger than a dot, is more precious than gold; thus the tiny pupil of the eye takes in the whole of heaven, and eyes owe their vision to that which is so very small, whilst what they behold is so very large; thus the seat of the mind, though set within the puny heart, exercises from its constricted abode dominion over the whole body. Seek not to measure the material, but consider rather the power which reason has and mere substance not: reason is what triumphs over all. Be not slow to credit man with vision of the divine, for man himself is now creating gods and raising godhead to the stars, a and beneath the dominion of Augustus will heaven grow mightier yet. b
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BOOK FIVE
The last book of the Astronomica is the most artistic, and best illustrates the poet’s ingenious rhetoric. The versification of arithmetic or geometry or bare astrological doctrine is here avoided; and for the most part the book consists of witty and colourful portraits of the different types of person produced by the influences of the extra-zodiacal constellations. After several hundred lines Manilius, perhaps taking a lead from Virgil in the last book of the Georgics, abandons the proportions of his scheme to narrate the story of Perseus and Andromeda; comparison with Ovid’s treatment of the myth, however, redounds to our poet’s disadvantage and reveals how much the insistence on verbal point has deprived his composition of the power to engage our feelings. Towards the end of the work some common ancestor of our manuscripts has evidently suffered the loss of several pages, a loss which leaves in some doubt whether or no Manilius dealt, as he had promised, with planetary influences. The last topic to be handled is the magnitudes of the stars, not a matter of astrological significance, but one which enables the poet to conclude with an imaginative description of the republic of the sky.
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BOOK 5
Here would another have ended his journey in the skies: having dealt with the signs against which move the deities of five planets together with Phoebus’ team of four and Diana’s pair, a he would have carried his work no further. Here would another leave the celestial sphere and make his descent through the intervening fires of Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, and the Sun, and you, O Moon, beneath them, whose wandering path follows Venus and Maia’s son. b But me the heavens entice to hasten on a tour of all the stars in the sky as well, now that I have once dared to mount an aerial car and reached the summit of the dome along its upward slopes. On this side c Orion beckons to me, in the mighty sky the mightiest constellation; the heroes’ ship d that amid the stars sails even now; the Rivers e whose winding coils meander far and wide; the Whale which with its scales and dread jaws has part of two creatures f ; the wakeful warder g of the Hesperides and the golden treasure; the Dog who brings fire upon the entire universe; and the altar of the gods, at which Olympus pays its vows. On yonder side h the Dragon beckons which glides between the two Bears; the Charioteer still minding	Comment by Iza Steiner: Circumpolar dog Cyanosure
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his car and Bootes his wain; the heavenly gift of Ariadne’s crown; Perseus, a slayer of the abominable Medusa, blade yet in hand; with his wife, Cepheus sacrificing his daughter Andromeda; the region of the sky where fly the Horse of stars, the Dolphin seeking to outstrip the swift Arrow, and Jupiter in swan’s disguise; together with the other stars that glide at large throughout the heavens. I must tell of the powers peculiar t all these constellations, their influences both when rising and when they sink into the waves, and which degree of the zodiac brings each of them back above the horizon. b
32Lord of the flock and conqueror of the sea, to which, a horn lost and robbed even of its fleece, it gave its burden c and a name, the Ram, which bade the magic arts of Colchian Medea journey to Iolcos and spread her poisons throughout the world, even now draws Argo by the poop to its side, as though still on the seas, through the stars on its right. d But the foremost part of the poop emerges to show its fires only when the Ram has brought four degrees of his countenance above the horizon. Whoever is born on earth at the rising of Argo will be the captain of a ship; holding fast to his helm, he will forsake dry land for the sea and pursue his fortune with the winds; he will crave to traverse the entire ocean with his fleet, visit foreign climes and the deep Phasis, and better the speed of Tiphys towards the rocks. e Take away the births of men situate beneath
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this constellation, and you will take away the Trojan war and the fleet which both set sail and made landfall with bloodshed a ; then will no Xerxes launch Persia on the main or open up a new sea b and cover over the old c ; no reversal of Salamis at Syracuse will overwhelm Athens, nor will Punic prows ride every sea, the world within Actium’s bays hang in the balance between opposing forces, and heaven’s destiny float at the mercy of the waves. Men born under Argo are the guides who guide our ships over the trackless deep; it is through them that land meets land and the whole world’s wares are summoned with the winds to supply men’s divers needs.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Argo Aries 4 Sailors adventurers and colonists, soldiers.
57Now on the Ram’s left flank and together with its tenth degree rises Orion d ; mightiest of constellations he girdles with his course the mighty skies: when Orion shines over the horizon drawing heaven in his train, night feigns the brightness of day and folds its dusky wings. Orion will fashion alert minds and agile bodies, souls prompt to respond to duty’s call, and hearts which press on with unflagging energy in spite of every trial. A son of Orion’s will be worth a multitude and will seem to dwell in every quarter of the city; flying from door to door with the one word e of morning greeting, he will enjoy the friendship of all.	Comment by Iza Steiner: 	Comment by Iza Steiner: Orion Aries 10 friendship and dutiful hardy soul, alert
67But when the Ram raises himself above the earth with thrice five degrees completed, then straightway the Charioteer lifts his team from ocean and wrests his wheels up from the downward slope of the horizon where icy Boreas lashes us with his bitter blasts. He
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will impart his own enthusiasms and the skills, still retained in heaven, which as driver of a chariot he once took pleasure in on earth. a The Charioteer will enable his son to stand in a light chariot and hold in check the four mouths curbed with foam-flecked bits, guide their powerful strength, and keep close to the curve round which they wheel. Again, when the bolts have been drawn and the horses have escaped from the starting-pens, he will urge on the spirited steeds and, leaning forward, he will seem to precede them in their swift career; hardly touching the surface of the track with his light wheels, he will outstrip the winds with his coursers’ feet. Holding first place in the contest he will drive to the side in a baulking course and, his obstruction delaying his rivals, deny them the whole breadth of the circus-track; or if he is placed mid-way in the press, he will now swing to a course on the outside, trusting in the open, now keep close to the pointed turning-post, and will leave the result in doubt to the very last moment. As a trick-rider too he will be able to settle himself now on one, now on a second horse, and plant his feet firmly upon them: flying from horse to horse he will perform tricks on the backs of animals in flight themselves; or mounted on a single horse he will now engage in exercise of arms, now whilst still riding pick up gifts scattered along the length of the circus. He will possess virtuosity in all that is connected with such pursuits. Of this constellation, I think, Salmoneus may be held to have been born: imitating heaven on earth, he imagined that by setting his team of four on a bridge of bronze and driving it across he had expressed the crash of the heavens and had brought to earth Jove’s very self;
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however, while counterfeiting thunderbolts he was struck by real ones and, falling after the fires he had flung himself, discovered in death that Jove existed. You may well believe that under this constellation was born Bellerophon, a who flew amid the stars and laid a road on heaven: the sky was the field over which he sped, whilst land and sea lay far beneath his feet, and his path was unmarked by footprints. By examples such as these are you to mark the rising figure of the Charioteer.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Charioteer Aries 20 Mastery and flying too high hubris
102When at his rising the Ram has completed twice ten degrees, the Kids b will begin to display their quivering chins, promise to mankind of their shaggy backs at a later hour, on the right horizon where the north wind blows. Think not that hence is fashioned a product of severe mien, that hence are born stern-faced Catos, c an inflexible Torquatus, d and men to repeat the deed of Horatius. e Such a charge would be too much for the sign, nor does such greatness befit the frisking Kids, who rejoice in frivolity and stamp their young with a wanton breast. These abandon themselves to playful sport and nimble activity, and spend their youth in fickle loves. Though honour never inspires them to shed their blood, lust often drives them to do so, and their base desires cost even their lives: to perish thus is their least disgrace, since their triumph is a triumph of vice. The Kids also give to those born under them the custody of flocks, and beget a shepherd of their own kind, one to hang a pipe round his neck and draw from its different stops melodious strains.	Comment by Iza Steiner: The Kids Aries 20 Sport, lust young fickle love
118The Hyades will rise when twenty degrees of the Ram are augmented by a seventh. f Those born
309
at this time take no pleasure in tranquillity and set no store by a life of inaction; rather they yearn for crowds and mobs and civil disorders. a Sedition and uproar delight them; they long for the Gracchi to harangue from the platform, for a secession to the Sacred Mount, leaving but a handful of citizens at Rome b ; they welcome fights which break the peace, and provide sustenance for fears. They herd their foul droves over the untilled countryside, for this constellation also begot Ulysses’ trusty swineherd. c Such are the qualities engendered by the Hyades at the rising of their stars.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Hyades Aries 27 Rioters
128When the zodiac releases the Ram’s last degree, which thus displays the whole of him to the earth, plucking him from Ocean’s waves, there rises the Olenian goat, d keeping watch over the Kids which stray ahead, enstarred on the right in the cold north sky for her services as foster-mother of mighty Jove. She gave the Thunderer sound nourishment, satisfying with her own milk the infant’s hungry body, and giving him therewith sufficient strength to wield his bolts. Of the Goat are born anxious minds and trembling hearts which start at every noise and are apt to flutter at the slightest cause. Inborn in them, too, is a longing to explore the unknown, even as goats seek fresh shrubs on mountain slopes and rejoice, as they browse, to move ever further afield.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Capella aries 30 curious goats
140As he emerges in his backwards rising with head hanging down, the Bull brings forth in his sixth degree the Pleiades, sisters who vie with each other’s radiance. Beneath their influence devotees of Bacchus and Venus are born into the kindly light,	Comment by Iza Steiner: Pleiades 6 Taurus Gay Men
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and people whose insouciance runs free at feasts and banquets and who strive to provoke sweet mirth with biting wit. They will always take pains over personal adornment and an elegant appearance: they will set their locks in waves of curls or confine their tresses with bands, building them into a thick topknot, and they will transform the appearance of the head by adding hair to it; they will smooth their hairy limbs with the porous pumice, loathing their manhood and craving for sleekness of arm. They adopt feminine dress, footwear donned not for wear but for show, and an affected effeminate gait. They are ashamed of their sex; in their hearts dwells a senseless passion for display, and they boast of their malady, which they call a virtue. To give their love is never enough: they will also want their love to be seen.
157Now when the Twins lift their fraternal stars into the sky and float on the surface of the sea, their seventh degree brings to view the Hare. To those born under this constellation nature all but gives wings and flight through the air—such will be the vigour of limbs which reflect the swiftness of the winds. One man will come off winner in the footrace before even receiving the signal to start; another by his quick movement can evade the hard boxing-glove and now lightly avoid, now land a blow; another can with a deft kick keep in the air a flying ball, exchanging hands for feet and employing in play the body’s support, and execute with nimble arms a volley of rapid strokes; yet another can shower his limbs with a host of balls and create hands to spring up all over his body with the result that, without dropping any of the number, he plays against himself	Comment by Iza Steiner: Lepus Gemini 7 Quick nimble at sports gaming
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and causes the balls to fly about his person as though in answer to his command. a Such a man devotes wakeful nights to his concerns, for his energy banishes sleepiness, b whilst he spends happy workfree hours in games of divers kinds.
174Next shall I sing of the neighbours of the Crab. On its left rise the stars of the Belt. c Those born beneath its influence are devoted to you, Meleager, who, consumed by absent flames, at death returned to your mother d the gift she gave, whilst your life, even before you died, experienced a lingering funeral-pyre; and to him e who undertook to endure the toils brought on him by his wooing of Atalanta; and to Atalanta herself, who joined in the hunt at rocky Calydon and surpassed the male warriors, for by inflicting the first wound she laid low a monster beyond a maiden’s strength to look upon. The activity in which Actaeon excited the wonder of the woods, even before he became the novel quarry of his hounds, attracts them, too, and they enclose the plains with nets, the hills with scare-feathers. f They prepare treacherous pitfalls and tenacious traps, and capture beasts on the run with the shackles	Comment by Iza Steiner: Belt of Orion Cancer hunters
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of gins or kill them using hound or lance and bring home their catch. Others delight to capture at sea wild creatures of various forms and lay out on the sandy shores the bodies of monsters which had been hidden in the dark depths; they delight to provoke to war the sea with its menacing swell and to strain river-currents by lowering nets, in their search for an elusive prey which leaves no tracks. And this because earth makes too little provision for luxury, because the appetite disdains dry land, and because Nereus himself feeds gluttony from the sea.
197Procyon rises at the moment when Cancer’s twenty-seventh degree ascends from the waves to the stars. He bestows upon those born under him not hunting, but its weapons. To rear keen-scented whelps and to tell their class by their pedigree, their qualities by their place of origin; to produce nets, and hunting-spears tipped with strong points, and pliant shafts with knots smoothed out; and to manufacture and sell at a profit whatever the art of hunting is likely to require: these are the gifts Procyon will bestow.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Procyon Cancer 27 hunting dogs and weapons maker
206But when the lion of Nemea lifts into view his enormous gaping jaws, the brilliant constellation of the Dog appears a : it barks forth flame, raves with its fire, and doubles the burning heat of the sun. When it puts its torch to the earth and discharges its rays, the earth foresees its conflagration and tastes its ultimate fate b : Neptune lies motionless in the midst of his waters, and the green blood is drained from leaves and grass. All living things seek alien climes, and the world looks for another world to repair	Comment by Iza Steiner: Canis Major Leo dog days, impetuous violent men, bad drunk, angry
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to; beset by temperatures too great to bear, nature is afflicted with a sickness of its own making, alive, but on a funeral-pyre: such is the heat diffused among the constellations, and everything is brought to a halt by a single star. When the Dogstar rises over the rim of the sea, which at its birth not even the flood of Ocean can quench, it will fashion unbridled spirits and impetuous hearts; it will bestow on its sons billows of anger, and draw upon them the hatred and fear of the whole populace. Words run ahead of the speakers a : the mind is too fast for the mouth. Their hearts start throbbing at the slightest cause, and when speech comes their tongues rave and bark, and constant gnashing imparts the sound of teeth to their utterance. Their failings are intensified by wine, for Bacchus gives them strength and fans their savage wrath to flame. No fear have they of woods or mountains, or monstrous lions, the tusks of the foaming boar, or the weapons which nature has given wild beasts: they vent their burning fury upon all legitimate prey. Lest you wonder at these tendencies under such a constellation, you see how even the constellation itself hunts among the stars, for in its course it seeks to catch the Hare in front.
234When the last degree of the mighty Lion appears at its rising, the Bowl comes into view, chased with the gilt of its stars. Whoever derives hence his birth and character will be attracted by the well-watered meadows of the countryside, the rivers, and the lakes. He will join your vines, Bacchus, in wedlock to your elms; or he will arrange them on props, so that the fronds resemble the figures in a dance; or, allowing your vine to rely on its own strength, he will lead it to spread out its branches as arms, and	Comment by Iza Steiner: Crater 30 Leo Farmer vintner, Jolly loves wine, taxman?
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entrusting you to yourself will for ever protect you from the bridal bed, seeing how you were cut from your mother. a He will sow corn among the grapes, and will adopt any other of the countless forms of cultivation that exist throughout the world, as the conditions of the district require. He will drink without stint the wine he has produced and enjoy in person the well-earned fruits of his labours; neat wine will incite him to jollity, when he will drown all seriousness in his cups. Nor only on the soil will he stake his hopes for paying his yearly vows: he will also go in pursuit of the grain-tax, b and of those wares c especially which are nourished by moisture or to which water clings. Such are the men to be fashioned by the Bowl, lover of all that is wet.
251Next d to rise is Erigone. When you behold her ascending with five degrees wrested from the sea, there will emerge from the waves the bright memorial of what was once e Ariadne’s crown; and gentle will be the skills herefrom bestowed, for on this side shine a maiden’s gifts, on that there rises a maiden’s self. f The child of the Crown will cultivate a garden budding with bright flowers and slopes grey with olive or green with grass. He will plant pale violets, purple hyacinths, lilies, poppies which vie with bright Tyrian dyes, and the rose which blooms with the redness of blood, and will stipple meadows with designs of natural colour. Or he will entwine different flowers and arrange them in garlands; he will wreathe the constellation under which he was born, and like Ariadne’s crown will be the crowns he fashions; and stems he will squeeze together, and distil mixtures therefrom, and will flavour Arabian with Syrian scents and produce unguents which give	Comment by Iza Steiner: M. Crown 5 Virgo Flowers dyes and perfumes, adornment
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off a mingled fragrance, that the charm of the perfume be enhanced by the blending. His heart is set upon elegance, fashion, and the art of adornment, upon gracious living and the pleasure of the hour. Such is the endowment prescribed by the years of the Maid and the flowers of the Crown.
270Now when the bristly Corn-Ear rises together with the Virgin’s tenth degree, a bearing before it the spikes which palisade its grain, it engenders a love of fields and of agriculture. Its son is destined to invest seed in the furrowed soil for interest, to obtain usury greater than the principal by reaping a crop past reckoning, so that he will look in vain for barns to hold the crop. This is the only metal it were right for mortals to know: then would there be no hunger or scarcity on earth; rich indeed was the lot of those well-fed folk when on a time deposits of silver and gold lay hidden from mankind. Upon him whose strength is perchance enfeebled by toil it bestows skill in occupations without which there would be no bread or any benefit from the grain: putting the corn beneath the rock which will crush it, he will turn over it the upper millstone, moisten the flour and bake it at the hearth; he will prepare men’s daily food and mould the selfsame substance into a host of different shapes. And, because the ear of corn acts as a dwelling for grains skilfully arranged, and its structure is designed like a building, since it provides cells and granaries to the seedlings within it, Spica will produce a man who carves panelled ceilings in the sacred temples, creating a second heaven in the Thunderer’s abode. Such ornamentation was once reserved for the gods;	Comment by Iza Steiner: Spica Virgo 10 Bread, sacred temples now luxury
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today it is one of our extravagances: dining-rooms rival temples in splendour, and under a roof of gold we now take our meals off gold.
293Mark now the Arrow rising in the eighth degree of the Balance. It will bestow the skill of hurling the javelin with the arm, of shooting the arrow from the string and missiles from rods, and of hitting a bird on the wing in the sky that is its home or piercing with three-pronged spear the fish that deemed itself so safe. What constellation or nativity should I rather have given Teucer? To what degree should I prefer to assign Philoctetes? His bow enabled Teucer to repel the flaming torches of Hector which threatened to pour fell fire upon a thousand ships. a Carrying in his quiver the fate of Troy and the Trojan War, Philoctetes, b who tarried in exile, proved a foe more potent than an armoured host. Under this constellation indeed may well have been born that luckless parent c who caught sight of a serpent couched upon his son’s face and sapping the life-blood of the sleeping child, but nerved himself to let fly a shaft at it and succeeded in killing the reptile. Fatherhood supplied his skill; a natural instinct overcame the danger and delivered the boy from sleep and death alike, given then a second life and snatched whilst dreaming from the grave.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Arrow Libra 8 archer javelin thrower
311But when the heedless Kid, d like one astray in secluded dells, looks for his brethren’s tracks and rises at a distance far behind the flock, he fashions an
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adroit mind and a spirit which occupies itself with business of every kind, which falters not under cares, and which is never satisfied with home. Such men are the servants of the state, passing through the magistracies and judicial offices. When he is there, the auctioneer’s spear a will not look in vain for a lifted finger or confiscated goods lack a bidder; when he is there, no criminal will go scot-free or any debtor to the treasury defraud the state. He is the city’s attorney. In addition, he indulges in a host of love affairs, and at the Wine-god’s behest drops public business, when he reveals himself as agile at dancing and more supple than performers on the stage.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Kid ? Libra City attorney, dancer, dandy	Comment by Iza Steiner: 
324Next, with the rising of the Lyre, there floats forth from Ocean the shape of the tortoise-shell, which under the fingers of its heir b gave forth sound only after death; once with it did Orpheus, Oeagrus’ son, impart sleep to waves, feeling to rocks, hearing to trees, tears to Pluto, and finally a limit to death. Hence will come endowments of song and tuneful strings, hence pipes of different shapes which prattle melodiously, and whatever is moved to utterance by touch of hand or force of breath. The child of the Lyre will sing beguiling songs at the banquet, his voice adding mellowness to the wine and holding the night in thrall. Indeed, even when harassed by cares, he will rehearse some secret strain, tuning his voice to a stealthy hum; and, left to himself, he will ever burst into song which can charm no ears but his own. Such are the ordinances of the Lyre, which at the rising of Libra’s twenty-sixth degree will direct its prongs to the stars.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Lyra Libra 28 singer musician
339At the side of Scorpio risen hardly eight degrees
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what of the Altar bearing incense-flame of which its stars are the image? On this in ages past the Giants were vowed to destruction before they fell, for Jupiter armed not his hand with the powerful thunderbolt until he had stood as priest before the gods. Whom rather than temple dignitaries will such risings shape and those enrolled in the third order of service, a those who worship in sacred song the divinity of the gods and those who, all but gods themselves, have power to read the future?	Comment by Iza Steiner: Ara Scorpio 8 priests
348After a further four degrees the Centaur rears his stars and from his own nature assigns qualities to his progeny. Such a one will either urge on asses b with the goad c and yoke together quadrupeds of mixed stock or will ride aloft in a chariot; else he will saddle horses with a fighter or drive them into the fight. d Another knows how to apply the arts of healing to the limbs of animals e and to relieve the dumb creatures of the disorders they cannot describe for his hearing. His is indeed a calling of skill, not to wait for the cries of pain, but recognize betimes a sick body not yet conscious of its sickness.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Centaurus 12 Scorpio  horse tamer or vet, medic
357Him the Archer follows, whose fifth degree shows bright Arcturus f to those upon the sea. To folk born in this hour Fortune herself makes bold to entrust her treasures, so that the wealth of monarchs and temple finances will be in their keeping g : they will be kings under kings, and ministers of state, and	Comment by Iza Steiner: Arcturus bootes 5 Sag king of kings, wealth caretakers
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be charged with the guardianship of the people; or, as the stewards of grand houses, they will confine their business to the care of another’s home.
364When the Archer has fully emerged from the waves, the Swan ascends into heaven with this creature’s thirtieth degree, its down and glittering wings figured by stars. Accordingly he who at its rising leaves his mother’s womb and beholds the light of day shall make the denizens of the air and the race of birds that is dedicated to heaven the source of his pleasure and profit. From this constellation shall flow a thousand human skills: its child will declare war on heaven and catch a bird in mid-flight, or he will rob it of its nestlings, or draw nets up and over a bird whilst it is perched on a branch or feeds on the ground. And the object of these skills is to satisfy our high living. Today we go farther afield for the stomach than we used to go for war: we are fed from the shores of Numidia and the groves of Phasis; our markets are stocked from the land whence over a new-discovered sea was carried off the Golden Fleece. Nay more, such a man will impart to the birds of the air the language of men and what words mean; he will introduce them to a new kind of intercourse, teaching them the speech denied them by nature’s law. In its own person the Swan hides a god a and the voice belonging to it; it is more than a bird and mutters to itself within. Fail not to mark the men who delight to feed the birds of Venus in pens on a rooftop, releasing them to their native skies or recalling them by special signs; or those who carry in cages throughout the city birds taught to obey words of command, men whose total wealth consists	Comment by Iza Steiner: Cygnus 30 sag Dove keepers, importers, bird trainers
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of a little sparrow. a These and like skills will be the gift of the golden Swan.
389When Ophiuchus, encircled by the serpent’s great coils, rises beside the figure of Capricorn, he renders the forms of snakes innocuous to those born under him. They will receive snakes into the folds of their flowing robes, and will exchange kisses with these poisonous monsters and suffer no harm.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Ophiuchus snake charmers immune to poison from snakes in CAp
394But when the Southern Fish rises into the heavens, leaving its native waters for a foreign element, whoever at this hour takes hold of life will spend his years about sea-shore and river-bank: he will capture fish as they swim poised in the hidden depths; he will cast his greedy eyes into the midst of the waters, craving to gather pellucid stones and, immersed himself, will bring them forth together with the homes of protective shell wherein they lurk. No peril is left for man to brave: profit is sought by means of shipwreck, and the diver who has plunged into the depths becomes, like the booty, the object of recovery. And not always small is the gain to be derived from this dangerous labour b : pearls are worth fortunes, and because of these splendid stones there is scarcely a rich man left. c Dwellers on land are burdened with the treasures of the sea. A man born to such a lot plies his skill along the shore; or he purchases at a fixed wage another’s labour and sells for a profit what it has brought him, a pedlar in the many different forms of sea products.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Fomalhaut fisher diver	Comment by Iza Steiner: 
409When the constellation of the Lute d rises into the mighty heavens, there shall be born a man
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to investigate wrong-doing and punish the guilty a : he will get to the bottom of crimes by sifting the evidence for them and bring to light all that lies hidden under the silence of deceit. Hence, too, are begotten the merciless torturer, the dispenser of penalties, whoever insists on the truth and abominates evil, and the man whose profound understanding will put an end to disputes.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Lute? Investigator cop
416When the sea-dark Dolphin ascends from Ocean to the heavens and emerges with its scales figured by stars, birth is given to children who will be equally at home on land and in the sea. For just as the dolphin is propelled by its swift fins through the waters, now cleaving the surface, now the depths below, and derives momentum from its undulating course, wherein it reproduces the curl of waves, so whoever is born of it will speed through the sea. Now lifting one arm after the other to make slow sweeps he will catch the eye as he drives a furrow of foam through the sea and will sound afar as he thrashes the waters; now like a hidden two-oared vessel he will draw apart his arms beneath the water; now he will enter the waves upright and swim by walking and, pretending to touch the shallows with his feet, will seem to make a field of the surface of the sea; else, keeping his limbs motionless and lying on his back or side, he will be no burden to the waters but will recline upon them and float, the whole of him forming a sail-boat not needing oarage. Other men take pleasure in looking for the sea in the sea itself: they dive beneath the waves and try to visit Nereus and the sea nymphs in their caves; they bring forth the spoils of the sea and the booty that wrecks have lost to it, and eagerly search the sandy bottom.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Dolphin Swimmer Acrobats
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From their different sides swimmers and divers share an equal enthusiasm for both pursuits, for their enthusiasm, though displayed in different ways, springs from a single source. With them you may also reckon men of cognate skill who leap in the air, thrown up from the powerful spring-board, and execute a seesaw movement, the first’s descent throwing up the second and the plunge of the second lifting the first on high; or hurl their limbs through the fire of flaming hoops, imitating the dolphin’s movement in their flight through space, and land as gently on the ground as they would in the watery waves: they fly though they have no wings and sport amid the air. Even if the Dolphin’s sons lack these skills, they will yet possess a physique suited to them; nature will endow them with strength of body, briskness of movement, and limbs which fly over the plain.
449But Cepheus, rising beside the dripping Waterman, will not engender dispositions inclined to sport. He fashions faces marked by a stern demeanour, and moulds a countenance whereon is depicted gravity of mind. Such men will live on worry and will incessantly recall the traditions of a bygone age and commend old Cato’s maxims. Cepheus will also create a man to bring up boys of tender age: he will lord it over his lord by virtue of the law which governs a minor and, bemused by this semblance of power, will mistake for reality the role of arrogant guardian or stern uncle which he plays. Offspring of Cepheus will also furnish words for the buskin of tragedy, a whose pen, if only on paper, is drenched in blood; and the paper no less b will revel in the spectacle of crime and catastrophe in human affairs. They will	Comment by Iza Steiner: Cepheus Aquarius Curmudgeon, Head master for boys, horror stories, playwright, actors
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delight to tell of burial in a living grave a ; the father belching forth the flesh of his sons, the sun fled in horror, and the darkness of a cloudless day; they will delight to narrate the Theban war between a mother’s issue, b and one c who was both father and brother to his children; the story of Medea’s sons, her brother and her father, the gift which was first robe and then consuming flame, the escape by air, and youth reborn from fire. d A thousand other scenes from the past will they include in their plays; perhaps Cepheus himself will also be brought upon the stage. e If anyone is born with the urge to write in lighter vein, he will compose for presentation at the merry games scenes of comedy about the loves of headstrong youths and abducted maidens, hoodwinked old men, and slaves of infinite resource. In such plays Menander made his own day live for all generations: a man whose eloquence surpassed that of his native Athens (and that when its language attained its richest bloom), he held up a mirror to life and enshrined the image in his works. Should his powers not rise to such masterpieces, the child of Cepheus will yet be fitted to perform those of others: he will interpret the poet’s words, now by his voice, now by silent gesture and expression, and the lines he declaims he will make his own. On the stage he will take the part of Romans or the mighty heroes of
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myth; he will assume every role himself, one after another, and in his single person represent a crowd; he will draw over his limbs the aspect of fortune’s every vicissitude and his gestures will match the songs of the chorus; he will convince you that you see Troy’s actual fall and Priam expiring before your very eyes.
486Now I shall tell of the constellation of the Eagle: it rises on the left a of the youth who pours, whom once it carried off from earth, b and with wings outspread it hovers above its prey. c This bird brings back the thunderbolts which Jupiter has flung and fights in the service of heaven: its appearance marks the twelfth degree of the river-pouring Waterman. He that is born on earth in the hour of its rising will grow up bent on spoil and plunder won even with bloodshed; he will draw no line between peace and war, between citizen and foe, and when he is short of men to kill, he will engage in butchery of beast. He is a law unto himself, and rushes violently wherever his fancy takes him; in his eyes to show contempt for everything merits praise. Yet, should perchance his aggressiveness be enlisted in a righteous cause, depravity will turn into virtue, and he will succeed in bringing wars to a conclusion and enriching his country with glorious triumphs. And, since the Eagle does not wield, but supplies weapons, seeing that it brings back and restores to Jupiter the fires and bolts he has hurled, in time of war such a man will be the aide of a king or of some mighty general, and his strength will render them important service.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Altair 12 Aquarius spoil plunder warrior arms dealer 
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504When after the appearance of twenty degrees of the watery youth Cassiope a rises on his right, she will produce goldsmiths who can turn their work into a thousand different shapes, endow the precious substance with yet greater value, and add thereto the vivid hue of jewels. From Cassiope come the gifts of Augustus which gleam in the temples he consecrated, b where the blaze of gold rivals the sun’s brightness and the fires of gems flash forth light out of shadow. From Cassiope come the memorials of Pompey’s triumph of old c and the trophies which bear the features of Mithridates d : they remain e to this very day, spoils undimmed by the passage of time, their sparkle as fresh as ever. From Cassiope come the enhancement of beauty and devices for adorning the body: from gold has been sought the means to give grace to the appearance; precious stones have been spread over head, neck, and hands; and golden chains have shone on snow-white feet. What products would a grand lady like Cassiope prefer her sons to handle rather than those she could turn to her own employments? And that material for such employment should not be lacking, she bids men look for gold beneath the ground, uproot all which nature stealthily conceals, and turn earth upside down in search of gain; she bids them detect the treasure in lumps of ore and finally, for all its reluctance, expose it to a sky it has never seen. The son of Cassiope will also count greedily the yellow sands, and drench a dripping beach with a new	Comment by Iza Steiner: Cassiopia 20 Aquarius goldsmiths, adornment
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flood; he will make small weights to measure the tiny grains, or else will collect the wealth of gold-foaming Pactolus; or he will smelt lumps of silver, separating the hidden metal and causing the mineral to flow forth in a running stream; otherwise he will become a trader of the metals produced by these two craftsmen, ever ready to change coinage of the one metal into wares of the other. Such are the inclinations which Cassiope will fashion in those born under her.
538There follows the constellation of Andromeda, whose golden light appears in the rightward sky when the Fishes have risen to twelve degrees. Once on a time the sin of cruel parents a caused her to be given up for sacrifice, when a hostile sea in all its strength burst upon every shore, the land was shipwrecked in the flood, and what had been a king’s domain was now an ocean. From those ills but one price of redemption was proposed, surrender of Andromeda to the raging main for a monster to devour her tender limbs. This was her bridal; relieving the people’s hurt by submitting to her own, she is amid her tears adorned as victim for the beast and dons attire prepared for no such troth as this; and the corpseless funeral of the living maiden is hurried on its way. Then as soon as the procession reaches the shore of the tumultuous sea, her soft arms are stretched out on the hard rocks; they bound her feet to crags and cast chains upon her; and there to die on her virgin cross the maiden hung. Even in the hour of sacrifice she yet preserves a modest mien: her very sufferings become her, for, gently inclining her snow-white neck, she seemed in full possession of her liberty. The folds of her robe	Comment by Iza Steiner: Andromeda 12 Pisces Prison warden executioner
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slipped from her shoulders and fell from her arms, and her streaming locks covered her body. You, princess, halcyons in circling flight lamented and with plaintive song bewailed your fate, shading you by linking their spans of wing. To look at you the ocean checked its waves and ceased to break, as was its wont, upon the cliffs, whilst the Nereids raised their countenance above the surface of the sea and, weeping for your plight, moistened the very waves. Even the breeze, refreshing with gentle breath your pinioned limbs, resounded tearfully about the cliff-tops. At length a happy day brought to those shores Perseus returning from his triumph over the monstrous Gorgon. On seeing the girl fastened to the rock, he, whom his foe had failed to petrify with her aspect, froze in his tracks and scarcely kept his grasp of the spoil: the vanquisher of Medusa was vanquished at the sight of Andromeda. Now he envies the very rocks and calls the chains happy to clasp such limbs. On learning from the maiden’s lips the cause of her punishment, he resolves to go through war against the sea to win her hand, undaunted though a second Gorgon come against him. He quickly cuts a path through the air and by his promise to save their daughter’s life awakens hope in the tearful parents; with the pledge of a bride he hastens back to the shore. Now had a heavy surge begun to rise and long lines of breakers were fleeing before the thrust of the massive monster. As it cleaves the waves, its head emerges and disgorges sea, the waters breaking loudly about its teeth and the swirling sea afloat in its very jaws; behind rise its huge coils like rings of an enormous neckchain, and its back covers the whole sea. Ocean clamours
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in every quarter, and the very mountains and crags quake at the creature’s onset. What terror then, unhappy maiden, was expressed on your countenance, defended though you were by such a champion! How all your breath fled into the air! How all the blood ebbed from your limbs, when from the cleft in the rocks you beheld with your own eyes your fate, the avenging monster swimming towards you and driving the waves before it, how helpless you a victim for the sea! Hereupon with a flutter of winged sandals Perseus flies upwards and from the skies hurls himself at the foe, driving home the weapon stained with the Gorgon’s blood. The beast rises to meet him, rears its head, twisting it out of the water, leaps aloft upon its support of winding coils, and towers high in the air with all its bulk. But as much as it rises hurtling up from the deep, always so much does Perseus fly higher and mock the sea-beast through the yielding air, and strike its head as it attacks. Yet not submitting to the hero the monster bites furiously at the breezes, though its teeth snap vainly and inflict no wounds; it spouts forth sea towards heaven, drenches its winged assailant with a blood-stained deluge, and sends in spray the ocean to the stars. The princess watches the duel of which she is the prize and, no longer mindful of herself, sighs with fear for her gallant champion: her feelings more than her body hang in suspense. At last, its frame riddled with stabs, through which the sea fills its body, the beast sinks, returns once more to the surface, and covers the mighty ocean with its massive corpse, still a fearful sight, and not for a maiden’s eyes to look on. Victorious, Perseus bathes his body in clear water and flies from the
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sea to the lofty crags and releases from the chains which bind her to the rock the girl whose betrothal was sealed by his readiness to fight and who could now become a bride thanks to the bridegroom’s dowry of her life. Thus did Perseus win place in heaven for Andromeda and hallow in a constellation the prize of that glorious battle, wherein a monster no less terrible than the Gorgon herself perished and in perishing relieved the sea of a curse.
619The man whose birth coincides with the rising of Andromeda from the sea will prove merciless, a dispenser of punishment, a warder of dungeon dire; he a will stand arrogantly by while the mothers of wretched prisoners lie prostrate on his threshold, and the fathers wait all night to catch the last kisses of their sons and receive into their inmost being the dying breath. From the same constellation comes the figure of the executioner, ready to take money for a speedy death and the rites of a funeral pyre; for him execution means profit, and oft will he bare his axe; in short, he is a man who could have looked unmoved on Andromeda herself fettered to the rock. Governor of the imprisoned he occasionally becomes a fellow convict, chained to criminals so as to save them for execution.
631When the twenty-first degree of the rising Fishes illuminates earth’s threshold and shines upon the world, the winged Horse b will appear and gallop aloft in the heavens. In that hour it will bring forth people endowed with swiftness of movement and limbs alert to perform every task. One man will cause his horse to wheel round in caracoles, and proudly mounted on its back he will wage war from on high, horseman and soldier in one. Another	Comment by Iza Steiner: Pegasus 1 Pisces agility horsemen, vet messenger
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will possess the ability to rob the racecourse of its true length: such is his speed that he will seem to dissemble the movement of his feet and make the ground vanish before him. Who more swiftly could fly back from the ends of the earth as messenger or with light foot to the earth’s ends make his way? He will also heal a horse’s wounds with the sap of common plants, and will know the herbs which bring aid to an animal’s limbs and those which grow for the use of man.
645The figure on bended knee and called by the Greek name of Engonasin, about whose origin no certainty prevails, brings forth its stars on the right simultaneously with the last portion of the Fishes. Of this constellation is begotten the desertion, craftiness, and deceit characteristic of its children, and from it comes the thug who terrorizes the heart of the city. If perchance his mind is moved to consider a profession, Engonasin will inspire him with enthusiasm for risky callings, with danger the price for which he will sell his talents: daring narrow steps on a path without thickness he will plant firm feet on a horizontal tightrope; then, as he attempts an upward route to heaven, a he will all but lose his footing and, suspended in mid-air, he will keep a multitude in suspense upon himself.	Comment by Iza Steiner: Kneeling man  last of Pisces thug, risk                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
656On the left, as the last portion of the Fishes rises, appears the constellation of the Whale, pursuing Andromeda in heaven as on the sea. This monster enlists its sons in an onslaught on the deep and a butchery of scaly creatures; theirs will be a passion for ensnaring the deep with nets spread wide and for straitening the sea with bonds; they will	Comment by Iza Steiner: Cetus last of Pisces fishermen salt miners, violent
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confine in spacious prisons seals which deem themselves as safe as in the open sea and shackle them fast in fetters; the unwary tunny they will draw along in a network of meshes. And their capture is not the end: the fish struggle against their bonds, meet a new assault, and suffer death by the knife; and the sea is dyed, mixed with blood of its own. Furthermore, when the victims lie dead along the shore, a second slaughter is perpetrated on the first; the fish are torn into pieces, and a single body is divided to serve separate ends. One part is better if its juices are given up, another if they are retained. In the one case a valuable fluid is discharged, which yields the choicest part of the blood: flavoured with salt, it imparts a relish to the palate. a In the other case all the pieces of the decaying carcase are blended together and merge their shapes until every distinguishing feature has been lost: they provide food with a condiment of general use. b Or when, presenting the very likeness of the dark-hued sea, a shoal of the scaly creatures has come to a stop and cannot move for their numbers, they are surrounded and drawn from the water by a huge drag-net, and fill large tanks and wine-vats; their common endowment of liquid is exuded upon each other, for their inward parts melt and issue forth as a stream of decomposition. c Moreover, such men will be able to fill great salt-pans, to evaporate the sea, and to extract the sea’s venom: they prepare a wide expanse of hardened ground and surround it with firm walls, next conduct therein waters channelled from the nearby sea and then deny them exit by closing sluice-gates: so the floor holds in the waves and begins to glisten as the water is drained off by
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the sun. When the sea’s dry element has collected, Ocean’s white locks are shorn for use at table, and huge mounds are made of the solid foam; and the poison of the deep, which prevents the use of sea-water, vitiating it with a bitter taste, they commute to life-giving salt and render a source of health.
693Now when, after completing a revolution round the pole, the Bear a with muzzle foremost replaces her unceasing steps in her former tracks, never immersed in Ocean but ever turning in a circle, b to those born at such a time wild creatures will show no hostile face, and in their dealings with animals these men will find them submissive to their rule. Such a one will be able to control huge lions with a gesture, to fondle wolves, and to play with captive panthers; so far from shunning the powerful bears that are the kin of the constellation, he will train them to human accomplishments and feats foreign to their nature; he will seat himself on the elephant’s back and with a goad will direct the movements of a beast which disgraces its massive weight by yielding to tiny jabs; he will dispel the fury of the tiger, training it to become a peaceful animal, whilst all the other beasts which molest the earth with their savageness	Comment by Iza Steiner: Tamers of wild beasts the Ursa major
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he will join in friendship to himself; keen-scented whelps he will train . . . a
30Such are the special powers and times of influence which in ages past the creator of the mighty firmament appointed for the planets.
Finally, that I may bring my account of heaven to a close, let me tell you of the different degrees of luminosity with which the stars shine. b Brilliants of the first order enable you to identify easily the constellations of the Bull, the Lion, and the Virgin; Bootes, the Lyre, and the Charioteer; Orion, the Dogs, the Ship, and the Southern Fish. Twinkling with a lesser radiance, although still passing bright, are stars which mark the Twins, the Balance, the Scorpion, and the Archer; Helice, the Crown, the Swan, the Horse, and Perseus and Andromeda. 710The third magnitude has provided the dowry of the Pleiad sisters, c spreading over their maiden faces a blush of bronze. It includes as of like degree your brightness, Lesser Bear, and the fires which the Dolphin emits from its four d torches and the Triangle from its three; and, as shining with similar brightness, the Eagle e and the snakes with their slippery coils, f Then out of all the
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remaining stars one distinguishes a fourth class and a sixth, and the degree which lies between these two magnitudes. The most numerous portion is contained in the lowest order: sunk in the vast depths of heaven they shine neither every night nor in every season; but when the bright Moon diverts her course below the horizon, when the planets hide their light under the earth, when golden Orion has steeped his resplendent fires, and when, after its passage through the signs, the Sun renews the seasons of the year, then do these stars glitter in the darkness and their kindled flames pierce the blackness of night. Then may one see heaven’s shining temples teeming with minute points of light and the whole firmament sparkle with dense array of stars: their abundance yields not to the flowers of the field or the grains of sand upon Ocean’s winding shore; but, as many the waves which ride in endless procession on the sea, as many the myriad leaves which fall and flutter down in the woods, more numerous even than these are the fires which circle the heavens. And as in great cities the inhabitants are divided into classes, whereof the senate enjoys primacy and the equestrian order importance next to this, and one may see the knights followed by the commons, the commons by the idle proletariat, and finally the innominate throng, so too in the mighty heavens there exists a commonwealth wrought by nature, which has founded a city in the sky. There are luminaries of princely rank and stars which come close to this highest eminence; there are all the grades and privileges of superior orders. But outnumbering all these is the populace which revolves about
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heaven’s dome a : had nature given it powers consonant with its legions, the very empyrean would be helpless before its fires, and the whole universe would become embroiled in the flames of a blazing sky.
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