[bookmark: _Int_N37Zcsvh]Section 1 (Discover a wild place) - Name and locate the place, what you like about it and why you chose to clean it
[bookmark: _Int_mA7oaa1D][bookmark: _Int_yeLXbSb0]The place I decided to visit is called Llansteffan, a beach about 15 minutes outside of Carmarthen town.  To get there we needed to head Southwest on road B4312 for about 8 miles. This road follows parallel to the River Towy on the right.  I liked the fact that this location was close and very accessible, that being one of the main reasons for why I chose this place. I also knew that parking there was free from the scouting mission I did previously. The reason I chose to clean this beach was because it was a large beach, meaning we were more likely to find rubbish and have more to clean, getting lots of footage to show in the video.  This would give a better understanding to the audience of the quantity of rubbish in that area and how severe it is.  
This was why we chose it as a group, but I personally chose it because beaches are close to me and what I love.  As a surfer I love the ocean and the peace of mind it gives me, so protecting it is something I truly care about.  In the script for my video, I talk about this in greater detail, but for now I can say that beaches are places I have spent plenty of time on, and I want to keep them clean. 


Section 2 (Explore its wildness) - Evidence of the visit and what you have done to get to know the wild place. Highlight key characteristics of the place
Evidence of my trip to the wild place can be found in a separate link connected to my assignment.  To give detail, I collected evidence on the beach through my phone, of litter being shown in the physical environment. I filmed clips of me and two others picking up this rubbish, proving it was there and needed a solution.  
To get to know the area we explored it previously, visiting the castle there and walking the whole stretch of the beach before we cleaned it.  We also spoke to the people working in the local café when getting some chips and they explained the rubbish is constantly being piled up there.  I also spoke to them about their quantity of bins and filmed them for evidence, asking how well the rubbish in the area is being managed.  From this it was clear to see that the beach has a problem with rubbish, and we felt it was a perfect place to address this issue.  From going there and gaining knowledge before filming, we benefited greater than if we hadn’t gone.  Our understanding of what we would be dealing with when coming to clean properly was increased and this helped the process run smoother. 
The key characteristics of the place would be its size and length, being a hard beach to navigate in a short amount of time.  Also, the beach is covered when the tide is at its highest stretch, so the timing of our visits when cleaning it had to be considered.  Because the tide washes so far up, when it is pulled back out, any rubbish being deposited will land nearer the back of the beach, so this had to be considered when we were looking for things to pick up.  Another key characteristic of the place would be the number of bins that are accessible.  This had a massive impact on our decision making when trying to leave a positive message behind, because without bins, rubbish couldn’t be disposed of properly.  This was the whole idea of our project, to make sure the beach was clean, so without bins, it was seeming harder to achieve those goals.  


Section 3 (Conserve/take responsibility) - Demonstrate the practical measures you have taken to preserve a place
We went to the area of focus and swept the beach of all its rubbish, putting it all into bin bags and then putting those into the bins that were accessible on the beach.  This was a good way of resolving the issue at hand, but it was decided it would be more effective if we left a mark on the site, setting a good example for the people who visit in the future.  We did this by putting posters outside the small café and shop, telling people not to leave their rubbish on the beach but instead use the bins allocated.  We also put a little note explaining how their actions may have a negative impact on the environment.  
We also reminded the people working in these facilities to enforce these rules upon people ordering from them, just to reduce the frequency of it happening.  By doing this we hoped more people would give their time and some effort into keeping the beach clean, knowing what their actions may be doing to the environment they're using.  As well as this, we partitioned with the local council to put more bins around the beach because there was clearly a lack of them.  In the area of the car park there were only 2 bins visible, and on the beach, there were none.  There was also no sign of sanitary bins in the toilets there, meaning the rubbish may be getting mixed up.  Because people are generally lazy, we decided to try and increase the number of bins so that they wouldn’t have to walk as far to drop it off.  If someone eats a sandwich and has a napkin left over, and sees 10 bins instead of 2, they are more likely to use them.
 

[bookmark: _Int_fQV9wsVS]Section 4 (Share your experiences) - How do you feel after taking these three steps. How has the experience impacted your attitude towards wild places. What more can you do. How does this experience relate to your own ambitions.  Why did you choose this format for presentation.
I feel proud and responsible for leaving a positive mark on this chosen location, also having warned others about their impact while I was there.  For the first step I feel like I have completed to a good extent, finding a suitable location to undertake this project.  I also feel grateful that we had such good weather for the day, and we could complete the project with relative ease.  As well as this, I am grateful for being able to help the local community with the university, representing them in a positive manner.  For the second step, I feel privileged to have been able to explore Llansteffan thoroughly, getting to know its background and how our project will be affecting its landscape.  I feel like this stage was completed because I have produced a descriptive video of the things we did on the day, being true evidence for our visit.  For the third step I feel we completed it to a good standard, delivering important information where necessary, but also taking responsibility for the physical mess at the site.  I feel happy because we were able to clean a beach, not only close to our home at the University, but close to my heart, being by the sea and protecting the wildlife that inhabits it.  Overall, after taking these three steps I feel productively pleased by the amount we got done over the time we had at the beach.   
[bookmark: _Int_EnfQtNDB][bookmark: _Int_F06h6isf][bookmark: _Int_tMsdECa2]This experience has made me appreciate people who put their time into making these places clean, not only because it is strenuous but because it is not a pleasant job.  It has also shown me that these beautiful landscapes need to be protected because a lot of people visit them daily.  As well as this, it needs to be protected so that future generations can use it, making it last longer and stay in its natural beauty. 
[bookmark: _Int_d0E3WFSa][bookmark: _Int_CzWgT6KZ]My ambitions are to keep wild spaces like beaches as clean as possible to help reduce disturbance to their environments.  For beaches, reducing the number of plastics on them will reduce the number in the ocean.  This will then reduce the number of animals being killed off and will keep the cycle of the ocean as natural as possible, not disturbing its balance.  Beaches are just one of many places that need protecting, so my ideal future would be as many people as possible working to try and make that happen.  This project has really inspired me to keep that desire going, helping the community and a habitat that is close to where I am living. 
I chose this platform as it was the easiest way to communicate my ideas onto paper and then read them off to be put into a presentation.  Making this presentation on a word document made it easier for me to focus on the content of my writing, and not the way it looked to the audience, e.g., editing slides to look aesthetically pleasing.  The downside to this would be it is harder to read off when trying to present to an audience because of the quantity.




Video Script:
The world, as we know it, is changing.  Consumption of foods with single use plastics is on the rise, and the care for where they end up seems to be falling.  As well as this, fishing vessels are also increasing their workload, discarding care for the ocean and leaving trails of rubbish all over.  
This is negatively affecting our ocean's oxygen levels and harming wildlife, with terrestrial ecosystems seeing 514 extinctions in the last 100 years.  
Rubbish from the oceans is being washed up on millions of beaches worldwide, so today we will be cleaning just one of them, to show why we need to change.

Link to video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwyhWhTFNJc
