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Looking at other artist websites 

I looked at some examples of other artist’s 
websites and considered the style and approach 
to their branding. 



I liked how this artist separates their 
work into categories: ‘work’, ‘zine’, 
‘sketch’. As I have different attributes 
to my work, this is something I want to 
consider, possibly separating my 
digital painting from my editorial work 
to show the two styles of my work. 



The art style is reflected in the website design and the 
text used. I want to explore this within my website and 
reflect my art style within the style of my website. 
Everything fits together, reflecting the personality 
while also being clear for the viewer to access. 
Although I personally want to use a more stylised font, 
as I find the one used here is quite plain/simple.



I liked the layout of this 
artist; it is clear to read 
and access, with a 
unique personal 
branding of the artist’s 
brand name at the top. 
The clear layout 
matches the artist’s 
style and artwork but 
could possibly have 
more personality within 
the website’s style. 



I was drawn to this artist’s website. The colour in 
the artwork is attractive, the personalised 
branding name works with the white space used 
in the website layout, with a subtle hint of colour 
at the top that introduces the website, which also 
matches their typical colour palette. 



Continuing to look at the 
categories separating the 
illustrations, I liked how they 
created a separate page for black 
and white illustrations, keeping a 
consistency of colour that 
matches each page and the 
illustration style. 



Simon Stalenhag

I looked at the website of 
one of my favourite 
artists, Simon Stalenhag. 
I like the unique branding 
with the cursive pink title 
of the website, as well as 
the colour palette used 
that reflects the artwork; 
however, I think the text 
used could match the 
title better, although it 
does fit the artist’s key 
themes of robotics and 
technological 
surrealism. 





Personal branding

For this project, I started to develop my own personal 
branding and started to build the basis of my brand, 
reflecting my style and passion within my illustrations.



I started to consider my 
personal branding, creating 
ideas for a business card and 
the feel and style of my 
branding. Before starting this 
project, I had kept my name as 
Jess in the branding of my art 
account on Instagram before 
deciding to create my branding 
of Sunny Illustration. This has 
been a consistent online 
username I have used before, 
and I wanted to use this as my 
personal branding, creating 
juxtaposition with the muted 
tones I like to use in my work. 



I considered the 
themes, style and 
colour palette of my 
work and how I will 
advertise my work and 
engage with an online 
platform. 



I started to visually 
illustrate my brand, using 
this metaphor branding 
worksheet to define what 
my brand would look like 
as different concepts.  



SWOT Analysis

I completed a SWOT 
diagram, highlighting my 
strengths and weaknesses, 
possible opportunities for 
my illustration work and the 
possible threats as a 
freelance illustrator and the 
illustration industry. 



Business card and branding research

I looked at some business cards I have collected from artists 
and illustrators that I am inspired by, looking at how they have 
used branding and designed their business cards. I looked at 
the different qualities each artist uses in their cards and 
considered the direction I want to take my business card 
design. For my business card, I want to use some of my 
favourite existing work that I think represents my illustration 
style. 



- Spot illustration stands out next to the artist details; 
having a small illustration on the side with the 
details puts a name to the work. 

- Example of a full piece of work on the back
- Landscape side for artist details, portrait example of 

the work – the two sides don’t necessarily need to 
be the same perspective. 



- Square business card, a different shape 
that makes it different and stands out.

-  Expressive typography, handwritten?



- Portrait illustration on the back, landscape 
details, clear and big enough to read in the 
centre

- Could have more information and links to 
platforms that will help get recognition and 
allow people to be find my work easily



- Illustration on both sides
- Details are clear, but could be bigger for a small card, making it easier to read
- Light coloured background to complement the bold illustrations 



- Printed on brown paper, stands out and 
makes it unique

- Added a gold shiny texture when printed, 
which also makes it unique

- Illustration separated next to the text with a 
division line, allows text to dominate the side 
of the card, but allows room to pair it with an 
illustration



- Illustrative border around the information and contact details
- Brand name centred on the back surrounded by full images of the illustrations on the border
- The style is consistent on both sides



- Several designs, opportunity 
to offer different variations of 
the same business card, 
makes them feel 
personalised and unique

 

- Different, playful messages on each 
design, as well as the contact details, 
which also makes them unique, although 
the contact details could be clearer, the 
artist’s name appears quite small for the  
small cards 



- playful, consistent style with a border that makes them look more like 
playing cards
- Different colours on each side, but a consistent style



- Bold, attractive style
-  Consistent branding on both sides
- Detailed illustration covering one side, with a simpler illustration to accompany 

the contact details and name on the back



- One-sided; works well tied 
with the illustration and the 
text, however, could have had 
two sides with bigger text and 
the illustration on the other 
side. 
- The printed card has a 
smooth texture, printed on 
different media than typical 
business cards, which makes it 
unique and nice to touch



- Shaped like a gift 
tag with added 
string, a creative 
and unique form

- Detailed 
illustration on the 
back with a 
consistent style, 
one element of the 
drawing is subtly 
included with the 
text.



- Consistent style on both sides
- Spot illustrations that use the white space 

that stand out
- Use of colour in the text that matches the 

colours used in the illustrations



Developing my Business card

I considered the research and inspiration from my research into the business card 
designs and layouts and started to consider ideas for my personal branding and 
business card design, before developing my final design. 



I started creating sketches of ideas for 
the illustrations I wanted to include in 
my business card and branding. 



I have a passion for 
animals and want 
to include this in 
my art style more 
often. I considered 
using illustrations 
of some of my 
favourite animals 
in my branding and 
business card.



Following these ideas, I started 
creating sketches of possible business 
card designs, following my research.

For the outer side, I created a scamp 
illustration of me surrounded by my favourite 
animals: dogs, cats and deer. For the side I 
will add my contact details to, I included a 
cat on the right side with my details inside a 
border and a bow on the left side to reflect 
my feminine style. 



I considered another design having a 
close-up of an illustration of me, with my 
contact details on the other side. 

The other side would have an illustration of a 
cat peeking at the bottom with my contact 
details above it in the centre. 



I considered the colour palette of my branding and kept this consistent in my design process 
for my business cards. Before developing my final business card, I produced scamps where I 
experimented with this colour palette and the layout of my designs. 



I considered having a full illustration as 
the back of my business card, covering 
the full side of the card. In my business 
card I wanted to include both my digital 
painting style and my refined linework 
style that both represent my illustrative 
style. For this idea I attempted to do 
this by placing one of my digital 
painting illustrations as the main image 
of the card and created a boarder 
around the image using linework, 
adding a bow at the top to fit my 
illustrative branding. 



I then considered and developed this idea for my contact details. I wanted to include 
illustrations and examples of my work on both sides of the business card; however, I found 
this challenging to keep the text clear and not too small.  I included my consistent use of 
my cake illustration with a bow and 2 examples of character design. 



I looked at incorporating both digital 
painting and character design into the 
background design.  

I took 3 of my character 
designs and placed them 
above my branding name 
with a bow that reflected 
the personality of my 
brand. 



Displaying both styles, including examples 
of my digital painting pieces and a linework 
to decorate the business card, creating a 
border and a bow at the top to reflect my 
brand. 

For the other side, I used the same two 
illustrations with an added illustration of 
my letterhead illustration. 



I am thinking of using one of my illustrations as 
part of my branding and creating potential 
designs with it centred on the back of my 
business card. 

I attempted to place a bow illustration over this or 
alternatively use text of my branding name. I felt both 
clashed, and the text was not very clear. On the other 
side, I included my Instagram, email and website 
with 3 of my illustrated characters



I combined 2 of my illustrations, the cake I want to use for my branding and placed it 
in front of one of my other illustrations of a cat to create a back design, with my 
brand name above. For the other side containing my contact details centring the 
page, I included a close-up of the same illustration with a lower opacity and bow 
underneath the text to reflect my branding style. 



My final business card

In my final version of my business card, I used the same consistent text from my website for my brand name 
and contact details. The back card displays my brand name with my letterhead illustration, while the other 
side displays small illustrations of some of my character designs and my contact details at the centre, with 
an illustrated bow at the top to reflect my personal style.



Letter Head

This cake illustration will be my letterhead and 
main image of my branding. This has 
consistently been my profile image displayed 
on my art account previously, and I feel it 
represents my illustration style. I will use this in 
my branding consistently, including my CV, 
cover letter, business cards and any other 
promotional material. 



Self-promotion – Compliment slip

The first attempt at producing a compliment slip included one of my illustrations, a border 
with room for any handwritten text, and a bow at the bottom. The back contained my 
letterhead illustration at a lower opacity and my branding name over the top. 



Final Compliment Slip

This was my finished compliment slip. I made a clear separation between my illustration and 
comment sections. I included my letterhead on the left side with my Instagram, email and 
website and a bow illustration on top of the comment ‘with compliments’, and a thank you note 
at the top. The other side contained a clear image of my letterhead and my branding name next 
to it, as it was clearer. I also changed the text to match my branding on my website and 
business card.



My branding and consistency 

I compared the branding of my social media 
presence and my website and found that my 
branding is clear and consistent. 



Instagram

My Instagram page is 
consistent with my 
branding through my brand 
name of ‘Sunny Illustration’ 
and my consistent use of 
my letterhead as my 
profile, putting an image of 
my work. The work that I 
post is consistent in style 
with either my digital 
painting style or my 
character design, with 
refined line-work



My Website

My website is consistent with my 
branding, with the same 
letterhead image at the top of the 
screen, and a similar colour 
palette used throughout my 
website design. This is quite 
muted to reflect my art style, but 
also clear and attractive to an 
audience and to my artwork. I 
have then used illustrations that 
match these colours to engage 
with my website and add a 
personal touch that reflects me 
as an artist. I have also 
consistently used a cursive font 
for my headings to reflect my 
feminine style, using a clearer 
font for information. 



Art Station

I have carried my 
branding through to my 
art station account 
through my letterhead 
illustration as my 
profile image, with a 
banner of one of my 
character designs, as I 
intend to use this more 
as a focus on 
character design, but 
have kept the same 
colour palette. 



My Skills

I looked at my hard and soft skills, creating diagrams to highlight my 
strengths and identify the weaknesses that I need to work on to progress my 
practice in the future. I am quite confident with digital media; however, I find 
Adobe software confusing to use. I am creative and self-motivated; however, 
I am very self-critical about my work. I often feel my work is ‘not good 
enough’ or doesn’t compare to other artists. I  am friendly and 
approachable, but I struggle with public speaking and large groups of 
people. 









Employers/brands/clients 
I want to work with

I looked at potential work and clients I would consider working with in the 
future, looking at agencies that offer the type of illustrations I would like to 
work with, including editorial work and character design. 



Lemonade Illustration

Lemonade offers different 
areas of illustration and 
offers a category option to 
see work of different themes. 
This offers me the 
opportunity for editorial work 
and character design.



This is how I 
apply…



These are some examples of clients they work 
with



Agency Rush



Agency Rush offers 
opportunity for editorial work 
and provide opportunity to 
work with a range of clients. 
Some of the key clients I was 
drawn to are Disney and 
Liberty London.  





https://agencyrush.com/contact/ This is how I apply to this agency. 



The Artworkrs
This is another agency that offers illustration work of 
different fields, with a category allowing clients and 
customers to view each aspect of work. This offers me 
an opportunity for editorial work and potential 
advertising in the future. 





https://www.theartworksinc.com/contact/

This is how I apply to this agency



Folio
Folio is again another agency that 
offers a selection of illustration 
opportunities for different areas. 



What I like about Folio is that you can be even 
more specific with the type of illustration you are 
looking for. Sometimes, my style can fall under 
multiple categories with the way I want to work. I 
want to focus on editorial work but keep my 
opportunities open to digital painting and 
character design, but my work across all fields 
may come under certain topics like ‘animals’ or 
‘characters’.



Here is how I apply to this agency.



Arena Illustration

I considered 
opportunities with 
Arena Publishing. It is 
mostly a children’s 
publishing agency but 
offers opportunities for 
character design and 
concept art.  





This is how I apply to this agency.



Industry and website journals

I looked at different industry websites and journals that could support 
my creative process and build my platform through opportunities. 



The AOI

The Aoi is an 
organisation space 
that offers support 
and advice to 
illustrators. 



It provides contract and business 
support to aspiring illustrators and 
offers opportunities for 
competitions and events. Here are 
some events I found interesting



https://theaoi.com/



Artists and illustrators

I looked at the 
artists’ and 
illustrators’ 
website, which 
offers advice to 
artists and 
illustrators.



https://www.artistsandillustrators.co.uk/category/featured-
artist/



If you Could

https://www.ifyoucouldjobs.com/

The website ‘If you 
could’ offers advice and 
opportunities for finding 
jobs in the creative 
industry. 



LoveYourRebellion

I came across 
this website 
called Love 
you Rebellion, 
and found a 
whole 
selection of 
zines called 
their ‘zine 
archive’ n



Following my passion 
and interest in 
producing my own zines 
and short stories, this 
website offers creatives 
the opportunity to 
submit their own zines. 



https://www.loveyourrebellion.org/zine-archive/

This is how you apply 
to upload your zine, as 
well as including the 
different themes. 
Through their zine 
archive, you can select 
the theme of zines you 
want to look at. 
Looking at their theme 
for feminism, this will 
be useful research for 
my independent 
project. 



Moma.co.uk https://www.moma.co.uk/competitions/illustration-
competitions/

The site, MoMa, which is 
designed and run by Grant 
Creegan, that showcases 
artists’ work and is described 
as a museum of artists.  It 
also offers advice and 
opportunities to aspiring 
creatives. 



Creative Review

Creative Review is a 
magazine company 
that centres on the 
creative industry. It is 
a monthly magazine 
that offers insights 
and information on 
the creative industry. 
They also offer 
opportunities for 
editorial work. 
Something I can 
consider as I want to 
explore editorial work 
in the future. 





Illustrator Job vacancies

I started to look for existing job vacancies and 
considered the skills I have and the skills I need to 
work on for these specific jobs. 

Skills I have / am 
comfortable with

Skills and attributes I don’t 
yet have/need to work on





https://www.behance.net/joblist/349375/Senior-Illustrator-
(Remote-Freelance)





https://www.cv-library.co.uk/job/224970841/Creative-
Illustrator-Designer?hlkw=illustration&sid=7e8b8167-522b-
4d42-8eb0-8e674cc2a09f





https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4383646775/





https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4288283825/



Contacting people in the industry

I started contacting people in the industry; I got in touch with artists’ 
accounts on Instagram that motivate me and inspire my art and style. I 
enquired about their approach to building their brand and the larger 
platform on which they display their work. 



Ponyupbyaudrey

I messaged the artist, 
Audrey, known as 
‘ponyupbyaudrey’, about 
their work, asking for any 
advice and how to start 
selling work. I am yet to 
receive a response… 



This is the artist’s Instagram profile and some examples of some of their work. I was drawn to the 
textures in their work and illustration style. 



Heathermahlerart

I messaged the artist, 
Heather Mahler, about their 
work, asking for any advice 
and how to start selling 
work. I am yet to receive a 
response…



This is the artist’s Instagram profile and 
some examples of some of their work. I was 
inspired by their unique character designs.



Polly - Tweeddraws

I messaged the artist. Polly, 
known as ‘tweeddraws’  
about their work, asking for 
any advice and how they 
started to build their 
business. I am yet to receive 
a response…



This is the artist’s Instagram 
profile and some examples of 
their work. I love their use of 
colour and feminine style. 



beefsteak

I messaged the artist, 
‘beefsteak’ on Instagram, 
about their work, asking for 
any advice and how to start 
selling work. I am yet to 
receive a response…



This is the artist’s profile and examples of 
some of their work. I was drawn to their 
characters and fan art, with their own takes 
and unique use of colour.



Coyo – coyoteeth_

I messaged the artist, Coyo, 
on Instagram about their 
work, asking for any advice 
and how to start selling 
work. I am yet to receive a 
response…



This is the artist’s Instagram account. I was drawn to 
their digital painting style and the unique character 
design style of the My Little Pony characters. 



Valerie – moonii_xo

I messaged the artist, 
Valerie, on Instagram, 
known as ‘moonii_xo  about 
their work, asking for any 
advice and how to start 
selling work. I am yet to 
receive a response…



This is the artist’s Instagram account 
and some examples of their work. I 
was drawn to her feminine style and 
her character design style of dogs and 
cats.  



Contacts list

I started a contacts list of 
people within the industry I 
feel I can reach out to build 
the social networking that 
will help me build a following 
and my platform. 



Future of Employment – Future 
jobs that don’t yet exist

I considered the future of employment and produced 
possibilities of what the future looks like in 
employment. I produced possible jobs that could exist 
in the future that don’t currently exist. 



Healthcare specialists for growing mental health 

Job: Developing hybrid models that blend human empathy and digital media
Skills: IT, programming skills, sociology
Hiring: Mental health Specialists, GP

I considered a possible direction of healthcare jobs in the future and how the growing mental 
health problems will be tackled, with a possibility of the use of AI, and the relationship 
between digital technology and human empathy. 



Supervisors coordinating collaboration with humans and 
Ai workforce

The Job: Supervising AI designing virtual environments, training AI for creative jobs
The Skills: Advanced software skills and data management, IT, robotics 
Hiring: Creatives, people with a background in business

I considered the ongoing threats to the use of AI in the creative 
industry, as well as the growing concern that AI could replace the 
creative industry. 



CV and Cover Letter

I considered my skills and created a unique CV and 
cover letter containing my letterhead that I will use to 
apply for jobs and agencies. 



My Creative 
CV

Using my Branding, I created a 

creative CV based on my Hard 

and Soft skills, including my 

experience as an illustrator so 

far, with an outline of the 

illustrator I want to be 

recognised as. 



Cover Letter

Here is my cover letter that 
I made to accompany my 
CV when applying for work 
in the industry. 
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