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Travel and Tourism Through Brexit
This essay will be taking a look at how two forms of tourism will be affected by the soon to arrive departure of Great Britain from the European Union. Looks at both the positives and negatives each proposed deal of Brexit will provide to these forms of travel. The essay will be looking at air travel and car travel. Both these methods of transport will be hugely impacted by the upcoming departure from the European Union, with many different outcomes predicted by Teresa May, as she attempts to form a deal to suit all parties. (Rothwell. J, 2018) analyses the situation Theresa May is in over coming to a deal and opposition parties not meeting an agreement towards the ever-closing departure date. With problems like this in our own parliament a no deal seems ever so likely for the United Kingdom. This could be detrimental in some ways to the said forms of transport, but in other ways it might just benefit them. Through this analysis of the air and car travel industries, there is a hope to make a clear understanding of the possibilities to come with the departure from the EU. Analysing how the UK will go into preparation for the event, the possible process of the event and the after effects and what steps the UK may need to repair itself after the damage possibly caused from the event. Looking at these and providing academically sourced research to back up the finding, the hope is to create an essay to be used by researchers and companies to prepare for the event.
There are many speculations and predictions in the upcoming year for the UK but looking at the current numbers of people visiting the UK doesn’t look promising. (Visit Britain, 2018) have a look at incoming UK visitor statistics between the first two quarters of the year, this being from January -March and April – June. The difference in incoming money between the two quarters can be easily explained by the seasons, April to June being summer months and more appealing to foreign visitors, but what might be shocking is that compared to last year there was a 7.72% decrease in arrivals for the UK. This could have a bad impact on the Air travel going forth from this point. (CNN Business, 2018) Give a critical view on how the construction of a deal between the EU and the UK could have a huge impact on the value of the pound come March 2019, and expert in the sector predicting it could drop as low as £1.10 to the US dollar, if there is no agreement in place between the two parties. After the referendum vote the pound dropped to £1.18 top ever US dollar meaning if there is no agreement met it could send the Economy into a hurricane of financial unrest. Now what would this mean to todays UK air travel, well it could present itself as a positive. With the value between the USD and the GBP so close it would make it more accessible for US citizens to have overseas holidays, in theory raising the overall visitors to the country. There might be a snag to this theory though. (Calder. S, 2018) discusses what the safety issues with booking a flight to the UK and what the best plan would be to go around doing this. Describing how the UK until March is under the Open Skies agreement allowing any flight from America to the EU and vice versa. Meaning it will still be safe for Americans to book flights to the UK without the risk of a cancelation. Later going on to point out the average flyer would have no issues booking a flight before, during or after Brexit as any airline that sells a ticket and is unable to provide that product to the customer must provide a full refund. Thus, being an overly positive impact on the UK flying. These predictions however do not predict the possible difficulties that would come with a no deal. International Airlines could possibly come into problems organising flights with the UK. There is an issue that could possibly arise that airlines may cut down their travel to the UK. This could be a major issue for the UK tourism as it would be detrimental to international tourism, so it is all dependant on the deal created between the UK and international destinations. Many of the possible outcomes revolving around Brexit and air travel seem to be negative for the industry in a whole. (BBC, 2018) Give a great analysis on how if the UK were to leave the EU without a deal come March, we would have to come up with new laws and agreements between other countries to still be able to fly. Having the UK no longer under the laws of the EASA (European Aviation Safety Agency) The UK side of plane traffic control could possibly adopt the same procedures and methods as the EASA without infringing any laws. (Hayward. K, 2018) Look thoroughly through what might happen to the UK if a no deal Brexit were to occur, He talks on how if the no deal Brexit were to occur the UK would have to stop all immediate flights over the EU until receiving advance permission for such an event, it will likely turn out if Teresa May does come to a no deal the Air travel companies and governments of both parties will come to and agreement for planes to fly temporarily without issue, it will likely turn out to be an agreement along the same likes as the one currently set with America, where American planes can fly and land anywhere in the EU, but cannot fly inter EU routes. Another topic of the site is the licensing and ownership, it states how the CAA can provide operating licences inside the UK for planes to remain running commercially. This does leave some issues for the EU, as they have no licensing company to keep their commercial airlines in the air. They will have to form an internationally acknowledged company for their licencing or have a deal with the UK to still use the CAA which could work in our favour by coming to an agreement to still fly over EU land but not have to seek permission. Another possible agreement Brexit could come to in terms of air traffic control, the EU have EUROCONTROL, where as the UK does not have an established air traffic control team as it feel under the EU. Looking through this research there is a lot split between the UK and EU, with a continue to produce order.  Leaving everything to do with air travel as it is, it would benefit both parties substantially. Another big talk of the no deal Brexit is how the maintenance of aircraft, theirs is a base agreement that states UK aircraft for a period of up to two years can be maintained buy organisations and engineers with EASA competent authority. This is a positive for the UK as it gives them a period of reconstruction to be globally recognised as a country who can maintain and produce their own aircraft without the need of EASA. In conclusion to this bulky research they discuss what will happen next to the UK aviation industry, stating the EU has as much interest to remain on good terms with the UK as it is the other way round and with only time being able to tell what will happen after the transitional period of Brexit, the future of air tourism is undecided and could go either way depending on what agreement is met between both parties.
With Air travel confidently covered and a good scope of what might happen in the following months, it’s time to cover land travel. This will focus on things like car mostly with some talk about trains and busses. As there are so many different outcomes towards what may happen to each different sector there will be multiple options to discuss. The main point of conversation when talking about the Brexit deal or no deal is what will become of the Northern Irish border. With speculation of a “hard border” being implemented in the country it has people riled up in confusion and worry. (Full Fact, 2018) discuss how the border between Northern Ireland and Ireland will be put in place but citizens will not be screened at this border. It will be mostly for goods inspection and tax reasons rather than to stop Irish citizens from crossing. In recent developments Owen Paterson the former secretary of state for Northern Ireland stated that It would in fact be possible to leave the EU not having to oblige by their laws with a hard Brexit, and still not have to implement a hard border between Northern Ireland and Ireland. (Guardian, 2018) Paterson debates how with the regulations already set in place for Ireland such as VAT, excise and security are more than satisfactory to meet both parties needs. With all of the issues surrounding a hard exit something like this where a country is not split in two by a hard border would be idea, but for the moment only time will tell. With deals constantly in the process and being talked about in the news each day there is no predicting what might happen and when, but as time goes further and further on the likelihood looks closer towards a no deal proposal giving that hard border between Ireland that has been talked about for so long. Looking back on (Visit Britain, 2018) their chart has three sections to analyse, visits, spend and nights. Looking at inter UK tourism is important as North Ireland has a contribution to this, weather it be a channel for good importation or a stop over from people to get to the mainland. With a hard border being placed, it could have a possible negative impact on the amount of cross border tourism Northern Ireland brings in. (Atlas Media, 2018) Have an amazing analysis of how much Ireland, excluding Northern Ireland export a year, as of the third of December 2018, Ireland has a $160B export gross. Placing Ireland at a prospective 28th out of the entire world’s exports, being a small island off the coast of Europe this is a substantial amount that could be hugely impacted by a hard Brexit, with border issues having to go through checks and newly built laws around importing and exporting. Many companies would prefer to export to a non-regulated EU than to an uncertainly controlled Brexit controlled UK. From (Atlas Media, 2018) Ireland’s largest export is Packaged medicates, if new regulations are implemented on a hard border companies may not be interested in exporting anymore. Undoubtably a hard border would be a large hit to the importation of goods from Ireland. 
Now looking at all these issues between planes and the border of Northern Ireland and Ireland, what policies or preparations can be put in place to make the Brexit deal smoother. To start a firm and public agreement should be made in terms of aviation travel. With an agreement met on this subject it would settle many customers and consumers at ease. The Northern Ireland situation is yet again another unsettling thought in terms of an agreement. With a trade deal between the UK and Ireland is would be easy to sustain a good relationship with it’s closest bordering exporter. Detrimental losses would arise if a hard border were to be formed between the two countries, causing a lack of international buyers funding for Ireland and a lack of increasingly important imports of things like medicine, meats and many other products Ireland sends to the UK. Without a full understanding of all the background politics behind a referendum, it may be easy to think this would be ideal. With so many different factors, things like this can possibly only take up a third of all that has to be worried about in the Brexit deal.
To conclude, with the prospects of a no deal for the UK becoming ever so real as we approach March 2019, the prospects of how Brexit will turn out are looking slim. The deeper we go without coming to an agreement with the EU, the harder it seems to be on our industries and capita. With the hope of inbound tourism coming from international destinations due to the drop of the pound if a no deal were to happen, it may not look as dull as it does all laid out on paper. There is still uncertainty in that aspects as to if we will even have running planes due to international laws being implemented and upheld against a country that was borrowing someone else’s. With the ever-inclosing idea of a hard border between Ireland and Northern Ireland it could have a huge impact on international relations, import and consumer happiness. With the news on Brexit changing daily, new promises made by politicians on each news title the air of uncertainty is unsettling. The only hope to meet in some sort of middle ground and we are leaving that down to Theresa May, she has firmly stated she will not be stepping down from her position through the Brexit discussions and as a British people we can only look towards the future and pray for a miracle. On the plus it could mean a better trade for internal grocers, giving them less competition and providing a more self-sustaining country to go along with our own independence. In the air travel side there is still the agreement for UK planes to be monitored under EASA guidelines giving ample time for the country to brainstorm their own solution. 
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