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[bookmark: _Toc40293904]Introduction – 
The ideas of childhood have changed over the years. There are various debates have appeared. Views towards children and education have been changed. This assignment will focus on the issues that contributed the ideas of changes about childhood over the time. 
Social construction of children indicates that childhood is seen in differently by different societies. The idea of social construction means that childhood  is not a natural process , it is the society who decides when the child is a child and when the child become an adult ( Norozi Moen ,2016). Social construction refers that childhood depends on many factors; this is not only a biological phase. Childhood is socially constructed means it is not constructed by nature, rather it has been constructed by the society.   To study children and childhood different approaches have been study including scientifically approach, scientific approach, social construction approach (Rogers ,2003). Social constructions explore how children and childhood are constructed and by whom and what purpose it serves. There are debates between the sociologists that childhood is socially constructed.  Childhood in the past world were different than modern world. Even today childhood is different in different societies. The assignment will analyse on how the concept behind childhood have changed and how   childhood have been socially constructed. How children in modern world experience their childhood will also be discussed. The purpose of this assignment is to identify different approaches and interventions to support vulnerable children. The aim and objectives of this assignment is to identify what is childhood and identify the social construction of childhood.


[bookmark: _Toc40293905]Definition of childhood-
Everyone has been a child and have experienced childhood. Child is a term used in a different understanding with different context. Sometimes child is the age when someone can. It even speaks. Childhood is the period until the age of 18. Childhood is the biological stage of life. UNICEF described childhood as a stage of life experienced by a person aged from birth till 15 years old. It is chronological stage between infancy and youth.  Childhood is the time for a child  to learn, to play, to grow confident with love from the family and community. Children should live free from fear and protected from abuse and neglect. Childhood is a set of experience and behaviour gained at early phase of life. Childhood is the early stage of life for all people in every society.
 
[bookmark: _Toc40293906]Key elements of family life and childhood-

As children grow, they experience different stages of social life. They gain these experiences from various sources including parents and schools. However, parents are the main source of their learning experience. Parents can influence their children’s personality. Parents are the role model for their children. They observe their parent’s behaviour in society towards people and they learn from their parents and later in their life they apply the same behaviour. Parents are the first teacher for their children. They teach their children how to react and resolve any conflict (Hoffman1986).

[bookmark: _Toc40293907]History of childhood – 
The history of childhood is not very straight forward. ‘Century of childhood ‘was introducing in 1962 by Philips Aries is the idea that childhood was a new development in the recent centuries and did not exist before the 17th century. He described childhood as a social construction. There was no experience of the development of childhood. He mentioned that during industrial age children were treated as mini adult. They were treated as a source of income. Children and adults were treated the same .   Aries noticed during the medieval period childhood was not even acknowledged. Until the twelfth century childhood was not seen an important part of development. In the Middle Ages , children had no position or dignity in the society .Children were taught to become one of the productive member of the society .on the top of that they were not expected to have any special treatment as a child .There were lack of schools ,having proper education was not possible . It was only possible for children coming from rich families. Children’s right was still or established that time. Austin (2003) mentioned that during 18th and 19th century the ideas of childhood were not recognised. Aries (1960) mentioned that after 17th century childhood were reformed as a social construction. It is been argued that throughout the world and throughout the history and how children are different from adults and how they are socially constructed. Childhood is not the same and 
  Over the time the idea  of childhood has developed . Finally, children were not considered as contributors to their families. New reforms were established to give children their rights. For twelfth century education were introduced instead of child labour. The society started to value the importance of children’s education. Finally, education has become the most important element of children’s life.
In modern world children are expected to be treated with care and love and to be educated by their family and society. But in developing societies the ideas of childhood were completely opposite than the developed societies. Philippe Aries (1962) described children welfare has significantly improved during the last centuries. He portrayed a negative image about medieval century. In addition, he mentioned that the further down the history we look back the lower the level of the childcare were, children were abused and abandoned. He also mentioned that there was no care for children (Aries 2002).    
During 16th and 17th century UK were more rural, and agriculture based. During that time children had to work in the field. If their family did not own a farm, they had to go and work in someone else’s farm. The modern idea of childhood started changing for sixteenth century. Parents started to seek education for their sons. The number of new schools started to increase all over Europe. By the beginning of seventeenth century started to see the difference between children and adults. The new idea of childhood became popular. The rich children were dressed up very fashionable. During the Victorian age still the need of children’s education was not established. During industrial revolution in Victorian age children started working in coal mines and factories. These jobs were suitable for children as they could easily crawl into small spaces. They were paid less compare to adults. They had no other choice as they had to help their families. Children spent their childhood in unhealthy environment and that resulted poor health and sometimes even death.
Child labour was reduced eventually in Uk. This change was introduced through factory act (1802-1878). In all over Europe primary education was not properly introduced. In seventeenth- and eighteenth-century elementary schools were established to provide education for children. However, most of the children did not attend school as that was not still compulsory. Only children from rich families were attending schools. They only had basic education like literacy and numeracy. Besides, girls were staying at home and were taught household chores to become a good wife in future. Disabled children were abused and neglected.
During Victorian age, the society started realising the value of child and childhood. They started to learn about the concept of childhood. However, at the beginning of nineteenth century the politician started to believe that the society will be improved by educating the children (Nutbrown et al ,2010). During the nineteenth century when compulsory education was introduced, there was a struggle from the middle-class families. Because they were losing the wages from children and they did not want to swap that for education.
 
[bookmark: _Toc40293908]Children in modern world –
In modern world adults treat children in a better way. Children are more vulnerable and needs protection from neglect and abuse. That is why adults must construct the society in a different way for the children. Children are protected from adult’s negligence. Special arrangements have been made to safeguard children in their best interests. Aries described that children in modern world are valued more compare to children in the past. Children are more protected, valued and they have a secure life. Food, education, clothing all basic needs are provided to children. The idea of childhood was enlarged as there were issues over begging, child prostitute, child labour. The size of family is smaller now and all the attention of family members are children focussed. Parents spend more time with children. Working hours for parents are shorter now compared to old days. As a result, parents can engage children in different activities. Better living standards means that parents can provide children’s need 
Cunningham (2006) mentioned that social construction of childhood took place in 19th century. Childhood had three important components-
1- Children needed to be protected and had a right to depend on adults without going to work.
2- Home and school were the safe place and were not allowed in places like pub, casino or at work.
3- Children had the right to be happy. 
Many sociologists think that children are given too much freedom now a days and parents are even being criticised for disciplining their children. Children are too exposed to adult’s world. They were exposed to sex, crime and even death. Children need to be protected from homosexuality, media threats. This was known as Postman’s view of childhood (1982). Cultural changes took place like social media, junk food, games, and television and all these were negative influence. Therefore, children were deprived from the traditional style of family life. This is a biggest problem in modern world as they are being more self-obsessed and not enjoying life. 
Nevertheless, child abuse and negligence were continued in the 19th century. Child labour and child prostitution were common issues in different places. There are number of laws and legislations to safeguard children.

[bookmark: _Toc40293909]Acts and legislations- 
There is nothing more important than children’s welfare and rights. It is crucial to assure that their life is fear free and they can grow up without any abuse or neglect. All children should have the equal right and they should be respected as an individual. but sadly, this was not always the case. But in today’s world in UK many legislations established  to safeguard  children .. 
 Many laws were introduced in modern society to support the idea of childhood.   In 1933 an  act  was reformed  for safeguarding children from abuse and any harm . For twentieth century child protection act were established for safeguarding of  children. Corsaro (1997) mentioned how child labour act were maintained. Serious case reviews introduced due to a child’s death to identify how that tragic incident happened, who was responsible and which professionals were involved. After several children’s death Cleveland case (1988) took place. Children were removed from the family homes. The research suggested that removing the children from their families were a type of abuse. That created a confusion for the social services to decided that removing the children or not from their families. That case led to reform Children act 1989. Regardless child death was continuing. Baby P (2008) highlighted that communications between the agencies and professional are poor and they are failing to assess the risk. To update the children’s right Children’s act 2004 reformed where physical punishment of children ended. 
To summarise, historical constructions of childhood can be viewed through number of factors to pin down how social constructions influence laws and legislations  

[bookmark: _Toc40293910]Conclusion –
To conclude, historical construction of childhood can be viewed throughout the number of discussions to determine how this construction of childhood influence legislations regarding the way child protection is reformed. There are various views related to how  childhood is socially constructed . Aries and Cunningham claimed that childhood that we see now a days did not exist in the past and children were treated more like mini adults. However, there are still debates that how childhood is under pressure as media and agencies are becoming more influential than families. However, almost a quarter of children in Uk are still living in poverty. Childhood of boys and girls are different. Girls are taught  to play with dolls, whereas the boys are taught  to play with cars, and they are free to explore. Therefore, childhood is constructed in a different way. Although childhood is socially constructed, childhood is different for different sex and different society.     
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