


 There can be no disputing that football fandom and fan behaviour are both far from being recently discovered topics of discussion, with Frosdick & Marsh (2013) providing details of how some of the first recorded instances and evidence of football fan anti-social behaviour/hooliganism as we know it, can be dated as far back as the late 19th - early 20th century and occurred in England. However, what can be identified as being more relevant recently is the matter of discrimination and notable acts of criminality in connection to football fandom, which has whether rightly or wrongly led to a growing trend in mass media coverage and debates on such issues. 

As Groombridge (2015) suggests, the subject of fan behaviour and the connection it has to deviancy or criminality in a footballing context is very much a contested concept, with various instances showcasing that depending on the setting or timing it could perhaps be deemed both overplayed and wrongfully scrutinised or even overlooked and underemphasised. In relation to this, Spaaij (2006) provides the evaluation that this sort of contested mood surrounding football fandom is largely down to the perceiving by the likes of politicians, policymakers and the media that football fan behaviour or football hooliganism which it is almost always characterised as within the UK, is a disturbing and serious social problem in need of nullifying. In addition, the regular terming of anything football fan related as hooliganism –which can be understood as violent or affrontive behaviour typically by groups of males– perhaps plays in to this perceived narrative whilst also, further fuelling this belief that there is an exclusive issue within the UK when it comes to football fandom (Stott & Pearson, 2007). 

In conjunction with this previous point about exclusivity, it should be noted that hooliganism has been and still very much is a dynamic and rather niche phenomenon and so, the social and historical context it is studied within is of significant importance. For example, up until the last two decades or so football within the UK particularly, was very much viewed as a working-class sporting interest and played a part in this sort of British class dividing, with different sports such as cricket or tennis for example being predominantly linked with the upper echelons of society (Spaaij, 2008). Therefore, if the social and historical context being looked at in regards to football fandom was within perhaps the 1970s/1980s and focussed on some of the major cities such as London, Liverpool, Manchester and Birmingham, then this sort of well-mannered men with higher class status versus working class and hard masculinity characterised boys, would be very much apparent (ibid). 

However, it is when looking at this subject matter within the context of around the last three decades or so (1990 – present day) where much more uncertainty can be found. This is because, despite the still somewhat residual belief of football hooliganism being an almost exclusively British/English social problem, this period has proven that the matter of football hooliganism is far from being antiquatedly conceptualised and generally explained as previously assumed (Poulton, 2007). Furthermore, with the ongoing growth and globalization of football culture, societies and behaviours, it has enabled a clear transnational showcasing that, societal faults and cultural issues or trends cannot be deemed enough in regards to researching or reasoning this matter (ibid). Therefore, more detailed analysis and specific approaches towards understanding football fan/hooligan subcultural identities, underlaying interests or behaviours and social interactions is required, in order to help gain a more modernised accuracy in fully understanding the matter of football fan behaviour and the links to deviant/criminal acts (Spaaij, 2007). 

Contrastingly, Frosdick & Newton (2006) contest this slightly with the viewpoint that there is not actually a legitimate need for this because, the coverage and perception regarding ‘football hooliganism’ often projects this enlarged significance on the matter. When in reality, statistics such as hooliganism only being associated with around one match in twenty across UK mainland football and also, over half of these reported incidents taking place away from the ground or the immediate proximity of it, could lead to the suggestion that there is no need for any greater emphasis being put towards football fandom over any other debatable cultural or social pastime (ibid). On the other hand, Poulton (2013) believes that it is for this exact reason as to why there is a need for much greater emphasis put on understanding fan behaviour, as this put off of it being just a sort of divisive type of pastime is what allows this constant production and re-production cycle of rather notorious but still solicitated behaviour amongst fans. 

This can be seen with the example provided by Trost & Kovacevic (2013), which is concerning the issues regarding the crossover between football hooliganism, nationalism and the extreme-right movement within Serbia. To add further context, the key concern relating to this crossover issue within Serbia is that, for some time these anti-social behaviour-based crimes were simply brushed off as just acts of football hooliganism and which then slowly led to the incorporating of acts and attitudes towards nationalism (ibid). But as a result of this, it then enabled this cycle of production and re-production (mentioned above) to begin and eventually, allowed for the blurring of what were acts of football hooliganism and what was nationalism or far-right extremism behaviour/criminality, with the events of the Serbian gay parade riots in 2010 showcasing this (Poulton, 2013). 

[bookmark: _Hlk77254891]Furthermore, this specific event and setting holds even more significance, due to the particularly inextricable link in Serbia between governing politics and football. As Nielsen (2013) enlightens, since the collapse of Yugoslavia in 1991 football has held an uncommon level of importance alongside expected national state fundamentals such as a distinctly favoured religious perspective and a pro-European or patriotic allegiance, with the volatile mixture of these and some others still being embedded through the declaring of Serbia being an independent state in 2006. Essentially, what this implies is that the phenomenon of football and the level of support and dedication it provides, if given enough status and significance (which has been detailed to be the case in Serbia), could become stronger and more influential than the actual state (Mojet, 2005). Coincidentally, Mededovic & Kovacevic (2020) believe that it is due to the combining of this unique level of influence held alongside this research recognised Militant Extremist Mindset (MEM) amongst considerable amounts of Serbian football supporters, that has basically led to the unifying of football fandom and far-right extremism. 



Ambivalently, Pearson & Stott (2016) are of the belief that although of course being completely plausible when being looked at through very peculiar circumstances like that of Serbia, this must be viewed as more of a one off rather than a reasonable benchmark or example for other instances which lead to questioning of football fandom and criminality. The reasoning for this, is due to how the growth in both globalization and commercialisation input and impact on the subject of football as a whole, has enabled a more passive attendance and matchday experience (Putra, 2019). Because, alterations such as ticket and pricing increases, restricted or prohibited alcohol consumption and modernised football stadiums as well as the surrounding settings, have ensured that the classic football fan assumptions and perceptions are becoming less and less of an accurate representation (ibid). 

However, Bliesener (2009) disputes this sort of easy to accept reasoning with the viewpoint that even though this is evidently true to a certain extent, it does not profoundly counter the points made earlier by Mededovic & Kovacevic (2020) regarding MEM amongst fans, which despite mentioned specifically in regards to the example of Serbia is still applicable across other parts of Europe. In tandem with this, Kennedy (2013) provides the context that through extensive analysis it has been widely accepted that football can be used and manipulated in many cases quite easily, to provide a vehicle for certain extremist political or militant views and movements. As has been proven throughout Europe, if there is a considerable significance or influence given towards the ultra-football supporters of a team so to speak, then this MEM can be produced and spread easily throughout a fanbase and allow for the creation of an extremist movement/collective from just within the seemingly regular fandom of a football team (ibid). And so, this is why Ferdinand et al (2007) urge that football fandom has to be considered through a different kind of ethics, in order to be able to truly understand why things such as football supporting and far-right extremism becoming unified are able to happen. 

In regards to this call for a unique ethical approach, it perhaps provides direction to a more complex matter that is in desperate need of being understood for any issues regarding football fan behaviour to be effectively analysed. The complex matter in question is that of this notoriously captured football fan etiquette, which seems to beguile quite a large proportion of fans and sort of allows for this seamless social identity and behavioural change whilst within a football event or match setting (Fillis & Mackay, 2014). Although being rather easy in terms of capturing and describing, Fillis & Mackay (2014) assure the complexity lays with trying to critically answer why this is the case, with a whole array of factors needing to be considered such as consumption behaviour, antecedents of loyalty in the communities around a club, specific club fanaticism, consistent exposure to overwhelmingly impressionable environments and religion like influences relating to club affiliation and devotion. 

Contrastingly, Williams (2013) disputes this last comment regarding similarities to religion and instead, offers the viewpoint that the major reasoning for the complexity is solely down to the consumer like role and environment fans are captured within. Strengthening this viewpoint, Richardson (2004) educates that this consumer like role embodied by football fans is actually a key influencing factor for the majority of fan thoughts and actions, including even hooliganism behaviour or intentions. This is thought to be because, whilst engaging and making connections to a particular social setting or group, the more consumption (such as purchasing club merchandise) or consumption behaviour (such as engaging with specific club events or going to a renowned fan hotspot pre- or post-match) that an individual yields, then the greater the likelihood of that person becoming deeply induced by the social habitus (ibid). 

Conversely, the work by Bebber (2020) provides questioning to this with the highlighting that, this does not necessarily provide any understanding for deviant football fan behaviour or actions due to the fact that, in actuality consumer like supporters and hooligan related fandom have been made easily distinguishable for the lack of mainstream consumption recorded by the latter. Offering an overarching point of view, Numerato & Giulianotti (2018) believe that both perspectives actually hold worth as despite not fully applying to the normalised consumer type role described, the majority of football hooliganism is still very much prompted from a consumption behaviour stance. In continuation, what this means is although not aligning with the normalised and recognised as correct football fandom consumption, the more controversially aligned consumption behaviour (such as rioting, rival club abuse, alcohol and drug use) still allows for specific social habitus embeddedness (Richardson, 2007). Therefore, irrespective of whether or not a fan is viewed more as a modern-day consumer like supporter or a diehard club ultra, the mere fact that they had an initial engagement with a particular football club fandom/social habitus means their whole outlook could be severely influenced (ibid). 


Keeping the points made above in mind, it is perhaps important to address a follow up uncertainty from this which is in relation to trying to identify and explain how this connection between criminality and football fandom was enabled in the first place. As a starting point, Ahmed (2019) offers the explanation that the reason criminality particularly of a severe or prominent nature has become slightly synonymous with a certain type of football fandom, is due to the sort of platform and camouflage abilities that the deceptive use of football fandom can provide. Expanding on this, Busset et al (2009) highlight that there is very much truth to be had in the suggesting that the modern construction of football in general, provides great opportunities for a wide scope of criminality. In particular, the current football stadium experiences without a doubt enable specifically serious and threatening criminality such as extremism to have notable exposure to mass numbers of people that can be either influenced and recruited or even victimised in ways that aid the extremist synchronisation to the particular football stadium and fandom in question (ibid).  Opposingly, Mangan (2013) argues that despite agreeing fully that stadiums hosting certain sporting events or teams provide a worryingly effective environment for threats such as radicalization and instances of extremism, does not align with the idea that there is a further unique and specific issue relating to football over any other largely followed and engaged with sport. 

In disagreement with the previous statement, Mammone at al (2013) counter this with the stating that although from a victimisation and targeting perspective football may not hold any significance over other sports, in terms of infiltration, camouflaging and even recruitment or radicalisation, there is no disputing how influential the modern-day football supporting environment is for extremism. Additionally, specifically in terms of football across Europe there is a continuously increasing number of examples and evidence that showcase how football fandom in various parts of Europe is becoming an increasing factor in the rise of right-wing extremism (ibid). In regards to right-wing extremism, it can be understood as the term used to explain and identify those on the very right of the commonly followed political spectrum and of which, usually aligns with political beliefs such as anti-communism, authoritarian, ultranationalist and tendencies or ideologies that are very nativist/patriotic driven (Koehler, 2016).

 In relation to this understanding of right-wing extremism and also the visible connection it has to football across Europe, Malatesta et al (2009) offer the conjecture that the reasoning for why this dangerously growing fusion is happening may actually be a result of the origins of some of the current European states/countries. This is because, for countries such as Serbia, Poland and Italy who have all witnessed these right-wing extremist behaviours within a football setting, the history of them all showcase examples of the exact opposite of the right-wing political perspectives (ibid). This is also alluded to by Giulianotti & Robertson (2007), with their highlighting of how due to globalization and transnationalism, in some cases football has been used as a tool for either over implementing transnational concepts or, the complete opposite with it being used for anti-transnational beliefs.  In essence, this perspective is implying that due to the current outlooks of some European countries compared to their past structures or political stances, football fandom is providing the public of these places to either fully express the support or disapproval they have towards this within the current dynamic of globalization and transnationalism (Djordjevic & Pekic, 2018). 
Interestingly, the perspective presented above can also be interpreted as suggesting that football fandom and matchday/other fan socialising experiences in the current state essentially, enables the coercing, cooperating and complying similar to that of a localised and isolated community or society surrounding a terrorist organisation (ibid). As Aziz (2014) expands, although seeming completely unrelatable, both these instances at their core highlight the same influential fundamentals that allow them both to be just as impactful as each other in terms of aiding terrorism/extremism. In dispute of this, Silke (2014) suggests this is very much an over exaggeration, as unlike the matchday and football fandom socialising scenario, the impact of terrorism being coerced or even harboured within a community setting is very much more of a difficult and concerning problem to resolve. 

However, Richards (2015) provides the argument that although within a community setting it may have more implications in terms of commitment and longevity, surely the large scale and mass attended environment presented by football related experiences provide equally as worrying opportunities for challenges such as extremism infiltration and involvement. On the other hand, Gelfand et al (2013) does push back on this with the perspective they provide which is, although both are equally as challenging to counter in terms of detecting and deterring, the matter of extremism being present within football fandom and football related events may be more explainable and resolvable due to the clear link present day right-wing extremism threats have to the current surrounding cultures.  

Following on from this, it is perhaps important to highlight what this point regarding current cultures being heavily linked to the issue of increased right-wing extremism means and, if it does indeed hold the legitimacy the above perspective implied. Firstly, in terms of the increasing number of instances related to right-wing extremism, particularly across the Western world, there can be no denying that current cultures or current cultural trends such as cancel culture and anonymous social lifestyles through social media have had a huge part to play in this (Assoudeh & Weinberg, 2021). Furthermore, the ability that both the internet and social media provides the generations of today with cannot be overemphasised; So, when these anonymous and instantaneous capabilities are coupled up with things like a cancel culture or the widely observed decrease in support for democracy and normalised politics as a whole by significant amounts of younger people, there is no wonder why issues such as increased right-wing extremism occurs (Ashby, 2021). Although, as the earlier perspective of Gelfand et al (2013) suggested, could this high reliance and connection to social media/the internet and all that comes with that actually work in favour of this increased threat being countered or deterred, unlike an issue such as embedded offline terrorism threats within a community.  

Well, as Aly et al (2016) illustrate, there is no bigger evidence needed to deem this suggestion a fruitless answer than that of current actions and trends seen within current Islamic terrorism threats because, these strongly showcase in terms of the relation to social media and the internet that right-wing extremism is not an anomaly and that it applies to all extremism or terrorism threats. In reference to this, Awan (2017) explains that in terms of extremism/terrorism, there has never been a greater provider of power to these threats than that of the current social media landscape. For example, pre 2010s any Islamic terrorist organisation or movement trying to inflict any sort of damage on Western civilization, would have more than likely had to invest a significant amount of time, materials, finances and local manpower into each required step of their overall aim. Whereas at present, many of these steps for an Islamic terrorist threat are either unnecessary or hugely simplified, with the obvious evidence being that of the ease of radicalisation and recruitment to external individuals through the use of social media platforms and services, that are then easily passed on in settings such as that of a full capacity professional football match (ibid). 

Returning back to the matter of football fandom, it has to be evaluated whether or not this analysis of right-wing extremism and how it has become such an issue across the Western world in particular, also applies simultaneously in the context of football fan behaviour and experiences. Well, in the opinion of Bodin & Sempe (2011) there is no denying this is of course the case because, football and sports in general are simply reflections of the societies they take place within and so if right-wing extremism is on the rise across Europe, then inevitably it also will be in football. Although not disputing this statement, Rahmati et al (2014) strongly believe that the most underlaying and elusive problem of all in regards to football fandom and fan behaviour, is the factor of anonymity and the sense of freedom and opportunity this provides fans belonging to this sort of belief and behaviour with. Therefore, despite issues such as growing right-wing extremism across the western world clearly being cause for concern, in the context of football fandom, it is this anonymity factor that is truly the cause and allowance for all this deviancy to infiltrate/integrate (ibid). 
In regards to anonymity, there is no questioning that for football fans it seems it has been an ever-present ally due to longstanding reasonings such as, the mass popularity the game of football holds as a sporting spectacle and how the framework of a matchday experience usually is. However, Knapton et al (2018) question how is it that if this has always been the case and has become expected and accepted with fan behaviour, that is seems to be a more distressing and captivating matter right now more than ever. Well as Cleland & Cashmore (2013) adamantly state, this is to be expected due to the impacts of the globalization of football and the influence of modern technology on society, which have both simultaneously brought this understanding of how embedded anonymity really is amongst football fans. 

Essentially, what this has an enabled is an environment where the fans actually hold the most leverage and are empowered more than that perhaps of football players or regulators (ibid). Perhaps the most prominent example of this is seen with the increased influence of social media on football and fan behaviour alike, with the numerous recent issues regarding racism and discrimination behaviour from often unknown so called football fan individuals showcasing this (Herbert, 2021). It offers the questioning then, why or how this has come to be the current case within the football and supporting landscape. Well as Cleland (2014) details, the social media aspect to all of this matter has actually added a new dimension to football supporter anonymity in regards to behaviour, rather than displace or alter the ways that were already embedded before the social media boom. What this is implying is that, the issue of deviancy of any nature from football supporters is now aided by having multiple ways of both engaging and executing whilst, the abilities in terms of preventing, countering or deterring deviancy are still linear and limited (ibid). 
Contrastingly, Atkinson (2021) is confident that the factor of social media is very much misinterpreted and misplaced because, like the rest of the majority of modern societies in which football is a big part of, the negative and unaccepted use of social media is very much a broader and overreaching issue. Although giving merit to the previous point, Kilvington & Price (2019) provide the information that there is a clear lack of action or effort that has been put into tackling the misuse of social media in a footballing context despite, clearly being acknowledged as one of the major areas in which it is most needed. On the other hand, there is scepticism by Bennett & Jonsson (2017) due to the factor of a football clubs’ organisational presence or engagement with the fandom digitally perhaps actually being the best and most effective resource in terms of countering the issue. 

However, in the case of countering this mentioned issue regarding anonymity there must also be effort given to truly analysing how it is people from all backgrounds and varying lifestyles, are able to essentially flip a switch and culminate into this pressing matter of football hooliganism. As Porat (2010) enlightens, what makes the factor of football fandom so unique in terms of being a part of someone’s identity or social composition, is how it can almost become a separate entity to the rest of an individual’s identity or even encapsulate a person’s complete identity. In continuation, what this is detailing is that although identity understood as a concept is always unstable and a continuing process, with other components such relationships/friendships, lifestyle choices and education/employment status factoring in, the component of football fandom is very much an outlier (ibid). Offering support to this perspective, Fulconis & Pache (2014) detail that the factor of football fandom regarding an individual’s identity is perhaps most similar and comparable to the presence of religion within someone’s living experience because much like religion, football fandom in the most normalised and understood format is very much tangible to religion with the four dimensions of the community, the law’s, the behavioural way and the experience, all being easily adaptable to both religion and football fandom. 

On the other hand, Hinck (2018) is certain that as globalisation and transnational impacts continue within the context of football this will slowly become less of a factor. Additionally, in terms of modernisation it has in fact already proven to have substantial influence on shifting the patterns of embedded footballing norms with the likes of digital media (YouTube & Tiktok), videogames and fashion, all having an impact on how football fandom is expressed and also showcased (ibid). Furthermore, with these increasing influences of the digital age on the culture of football fandom in general, it is obvious that this comparison to being a religion like factor within someone’s identity is only going to become less and less apparent (Lawrence & Crawford, 2018). Although, much like the majority of real-life actuality in the present day, the way in which this may be perceived or even believed will ultimately come down to how it is explained and displayed by the daily news and media outlets (ibid). Providing prime examples of this, Keegan (2018) & Prigg (2018) illustrate with their contrasting contributions to reporting for the same daily news outlet how volatile and non-committal they can be, with the reporting of Prigg (2018) detailing how football fans are socially bonding and growing past hooliganism but then being simultaneously countered with the reporting by Keegan (2018) that brutal hooliganism at rival games within England is rising significantly. 
Despite not legitimising these daily news reporting’s in any way, Rivers & Ross (2021) does provide the outlook that although change is becoming more apparent as a result of digitalisation, there is definitely this sort of clashing environment currently within football fandom as a whole. For instance, the digital media channel of Arsenal Fan TV can be seen as a prime example because, despite actually hosting more support and subscriptions from rival fans over Arsenal fans, that is not down to social bonding or a lack of club affiliation but rather mocking and humiliating (ibid). Therefore, this is why Domeneghetti (2020) believes that this alluded to clashing environment for football fandom across the majority of Europe is only going to escalate, due to the toxic mix of continued globalisation and commercialisation by external presences such as American capitalists, the authorities/regulators of football and the concerned societies, opportunistic groups or organisations aligned with deviant intentions and of course, the traditionalist football supporters who are often seen at fault for problems relating to hooliganism. 

Of course, this then leads to the questioning of what really does the future hold for football fandom and the contentious links made to criminality already discussed thoroughly. As Williams (2017) suggests, the future for football supporting, fan behaviour and affiliation to criminality are all very much unknown, as the current outlook for the subject of football in the present day is very much without any frontiers. Meaning, whereas in the past there has been inclinations on the outlook for near future football experiences such as, stricter governmental rules regarding smoking and drinking or increased American ownership of English clubs suggesting more commercialisation, at present this is not the case (ibid). 
Conversely, Rookwood & Spaaij (2017) highlight why this is perhaps not the case because, although there may not be visible inclinations in a clear football sense or setting in broader terms, advancements in practices such as facial recognition, data collecting and storing and continuous legislation amendments, can all provide a sort of glimpse into what may be very influential and impactful in the near future. However, as Lawrence & Crawford (2021) conclude, this is why the subject of football fandom and the matter of fan behaviour and any relations to criminality is such a phenomenon because, there is still a lack of definitive understanding for the past and present state of football fan behaviour and so, trying to gauge or predict the future versions of football cultures and fandom is almost an impossible task.   

As showcased throughout, the subject of football fandom / fan behaviour is very much complex and endless in terms of trying to truly understand and evaluate. As Frosdick & Marsh (2013) mentioned early on, the dating of the first recorded instances of anti-social fan behaviour or hooliganism being around the late 19th – early 20th century highlights just how longstanding these matters are and after much analysing, it is very clear to see why this is the case. Perhaps the most concise reasoning was by Porat (2010) with the explanation that, football fandom holds a very influential position in terms of the purpose it has within an individual’s identity. And so, when that has been fully conceptualised and understood, it is easy to see just why the matter has stayed relevant for so long. On the other hand, the emerging issue of varying degrees of notable criminality becoming affiliated or linked to football fandom, is considerably more of a nuance in regards to the subject. This is because, as Kennedy (2013) pointed out football fandom, mass supporting and behaviour of a hooligan nature, have all provided visible evidence that this sort of environment and belonging can easily be manipulated to be used as a vehicle for various external trends such as political and militant views or movements, extremist and terrorist threats and other deviant/criminal intentions. Additionally, examples such as those provided by both Fulconis & Pache (2014) & Nielsen (2013) regarding religious similarities and the case study of football’s impact in Serbia respectively, illustrate just how impactful and influential this sort of involvement can be and in particular, just how difficult it can be to rectify or truly nullify. 

Despite this, Groombridge (2015) made clear that this matter of notable criminality having clear links to football fandom is very much still a contested concept, due to a lot of emphasis laying with time period, setting, factors regarding the football teams involved and also perhaps most importantly, the reporting and educating on it by the news and media outlets. As Lawrence & Crawford (2018) provided support with their perspective, much of what is perceived or believed to be the case regarding football fandom and issues relating to it such as hooligan behaviour or links to other criminality, is often stemmed from what is reported or published about the matter in question. Therefore, if a perspective is driven from a populist or biased belief and is largely engaged with, then the actual deeper meaning and issue at hand regarding football fan behaviour and fandom can never truly be recognised (Spaaij, 2007). 

Conversely, in recent years it has been made evident that the current level of digitalisation and the social media boom experienced at present, has enabled a more widespread and entangled outlook for this subject meaning it cannot just be categorised as poor reporting or educating of the issues (Rivers & Ross, 2021). Ultimately, perhaps the best evaluation was provided by Lawrence & Crawford (2021) with the enlightening that, a subject matter like this can perhaps never be truly concluded or defined, with the contentions still visible regarding the past and present matters or issues relating to it showcasing this. However, this does not mean that there should not be an increased or continued desire to further evaluate or analyse the topics of football fandom, fan behaviour and the relations to criminality because, further research can only progress and improve the legitimate understanding of this complex and everchanging topic. 
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