The Home Office (2019, para 1) defines serious and organised crime as “individuals planning, co-ordinating and committing serious offences, whether individually, in groups and/or as part of transnational networks”. The main categories of serious offences include child sexual exploitation and abuse, illegal drugs, illegal firearms, fraud, money laundering and other economic crime, bribery and corruption, organised immigration crime, modern slavery and human trafficking, and cybercrime. Knife crime is a part of serious and organised crime and falls under serious violence (Safer communities Wales, 2025). 
According to the House of Commons ( 2025) from 2023 to 2024 there were roughly 50,000 knife crime offences or use of a sharp instrument in England and Wales. This figure is 4.4% higher than the previous two years. It has particularly increased in major cities such as London, Manchester, and Birmingham (Haylock, 2020). According to the police foundation ( 2017),  a large proportion of these offences are associated with street gangs involved in the supply of drugs and the defence of ‘post codes’.
Studies show that gang members are more likely to carry knives than people who are not in gangs. However, most knife crimes are not connected to gangs. In 2016, about 5% of knife crimes that caused injury were linked to gangs, down from nearly 9% the year before. Having said that, gang-related knife crimes tend to be more violent than other knife offences. It’s also important to note that gang and group violence is often tied to drug markets, where stabbings and knife crimes can happen as part of controlling drug supply (Greater London Authority, 2017).
According to the Home Office (2023) county lines is a highly violent method of drug distribution and a serious form of child criminal exploitation. It is closely linked to violent crimes, particularly those involving knives. Young people are often targeted and manipulated into behaviours they would not normally consider, such as drug dealing or carrying weapons. This exploitation puts them at significant legal and physical risk. Criminals often use grooming tactics to gain control, including making young people feel protected, offering respect or financial rewards, giving gifts such as phones or trainers, or lending money. These strategies create a sense of obligation, leaving young people indebted and more likely to commit criminal acts on behalf of the perpetrator (Metropolitan Police, 2025)
Knife crime can have serious and long-lasting effects. It can result in loss of life, physical injuries, and harm to emotional and mental health. Many young victims develop post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), experiencing flashbacks, anxiety, depression, and a persistent sense of fear that can disrupt daily life and education (NSPCC, 2020). Experiencing knife violence can also lead to desensitisation, where young people begin to see violence as normal or carrying knives as necessary for protection, increasing the likelihood of further criminal involvement. The impact is not limited to individuals; families and communities can also suffer, experiencing grief, fear, mistrust, social breakdown, and a sense of being unsupported by authorities. Additionally, knife crime can limit future opportunities, making it harder for young people to continue in education, find stable employment, or achieve personal goals (Knives for Lives, 2025).
Efforts to reduce knife crime include strategies such as London’s Knife Crime Strategy, led by the Mayor and Metropolitan Police, which combines stop-and-search operations, youth engagement programs, and funding for community interventions. Violence Reduction Units across the UK focus on early intervention, working with schools, mental health services, and community organisations to prevent violence before it escalates (Gibbons, 2024). Legislation also plays a role, with the Offensive Weapons Act 2019 amending previous laws to criminalise the private possession of certain offensive weapons. Magistrates contribute through the justice system to ensure accountability, prevent reoffending, and protect public safety. Initiatives like Magistrates in the Community involve magistrates visiting schools, hospitals, pupil referral units, and local groups to educate young people and the wider public about knife crime and the law (Gibbons, 2024).
Serious youth violence is better understood through the accumulation of social and phycological risks factors. For example there is multiple stress factors such as deprivation, trauma family instability, violent behaviour when coping methods are limited  this is known as Adverse childhood experiences ( ACES)  all of these contributing factors are likely to lead to increased vulnerability, substance misuse and mental health issues and criminality, however these factors are more of a rick in deprived areas where structural inequality normalises violence and fear ( Connolly, et al, 2015). Many young people carry knives for self-protection rather than for violence or aggression reflecting fear and insecurity's rather than criminal intent, On the other hand policing tactics such as stop and search and knife Amenities, declines to address these root causes to criminality further eroding confidence and increasing the rick of social marginalization if police or government bodies cannot address the root causes to criminality specifically knife and gang crime Serious youth violence will continue to rise ( British youth council select committee, 2019). 
However, for the last 10 years police and other agencies have made knife crime and gang violence a priority  and have had many interventions such as stop and search and operation sceptre, these intervention aimed to remove knives from circulation and deter caring knives, though evidence suggests these strategies have limited long term impact, stop and search tactics have been known to wrongly target black and ethnic minority youths potentially resulting in loss of trust in the police and the justice system ( ( home office, 2024).
 There is many preventions focused initiatives like street doctors and the violence reduction team, these programmes and initiatives are designed for public health and trauma informed framework to disrupt violence by addressing underlying social and economic drivers (Youth Endowment fund, 2024), confirms that consistent and long-term implementation is vital for reducing reoffending. While serious violence duty provides a legal mandate for multi-agency coordination ultimately reducing intergraded strategies and working structural prevention and early intervention.
In the mid- 2000s, knife crime in England and Wales had attracted huge political and public attention, leading to its recognition as both a crime and public health issue. In response of national urgency to tackle knife crime, policy makers and practioners have sought to move beyond traditional l law and policy's by adopting problem oriented and public health approach that focuses on early intervention and prevention. These prevention strategies require substantial funding, the most notably through violence reduction unit and various community-based initiatives, aimed to tackle the root cause of violence.
Alongside these efforts, the Governmenthas strengthened legal measures, such as the offensive weapons act 2019. Which extended restrictions on possessing dangerous weapons, enhancing police seizure powers and introduced knife crime prevention orders, various police forces have also implemented targeted programme, including awareness campaigns and weapon sweeps, hot spot policing, focused deterrence and problem solving to reduce serious violence and knife relate


The criminal justice approach CJA is the oldest and most established framework for tackling crime, including youth violence and knife crime, in England and Wales it encompasses various elements of the justice system such as policing practices like stop and search, alongside arrest, detention and probation is a reactive strategy, the CJA focus point is responding to offenders after crime occur, although this has achieved some successes however this has been criticised by  failing to reduce arrests and reoffending, though previous  academic littuturre a key limitation has been identified such as historical neglect of mental health despite all evidence that youth violence is both a cause and consequence of issues like trauma, anxiety or adverse childhood experiences, these challenges are often rooted in broader structural inequalities, Meaning that without greater integration of mental health and social context, the CJA remains  inadequate to address the complex factors driving youth violence ( Gwata, D, et al, 2024) 
The home office requires violence reduction units (VRUs) to produce a strategic needs assessment, a response strategy and an annual delivery plan that clearly links local patterns of serious violence to their planned interventions; however, this strategic focus is not always reflected in day-to-day practice. While some VRUs use formal commonising processes to ensure interventions are evidence based and aligned with identified priorities allocating funds to smaller projects without sufficient analysis to show they will be effective or provide value for money. 
This can lead to interventions being implemented without reference to clear priorities and in some areas, officers and staff describes a scattergun approach to addressing serious youth violence, for example VRU inviting bids for funding despite unclear eligibility criteria and poorly defined objectives with staff and police offers sometimes unable to demonstrate how funded projects contributed to violence reduction. A more consistent approach to assessing emerging risks, setting priorities, and reviewing tactical responses would strengthen the evidence for VRU activity and ensure resources are targeted where they can have the most impact ( the home office,2023).

Conclusion 

Overall, the evidence shows that knife crime sits at a complex intersection between serious and organised crime and broader social harm, while knife crime is categorised under serious violence within the home offices framework for serious and organised crime, only a minority of knife offences are directly linked to organised groups or gangs. Although gang involved crimes tend to be more violent and often tied to drug markets the majority of knife crime is committed by individuals who are more affiliated with gangs, many who carry knives are out of fear, perceived need for self-protection, or exposure to adverse childhood experiences and structural disadvantages.
 This highlights that knife crime is Soley a criminal justice issue but also social and public health challenge. Existing interventions such as stop and search, hotspot policing, operation sceptre, VRUs and public health early intervention programmes have mixed effectiveness, Enforcement based tactics may remove some weapons temporarily but show limited long-term impact and can damage community trust particularly when perceived as discriminatory. Prevention focused and trauma informed initiatives demonstrates greater potential, especially when delivered consistently and as part of multi-agency  and long-term strategies. 


References 
Greater London Authority (2017). The London Knife Crime Strategy. Available at: https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mopac_knife_crime_strategy_june_2017.pdf. (Accessed: 1 November 2025)
Home Office (2023). County Lines Programme data. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/home-offices-county-lines-programme-data/county-lines-programme-data?utm.  (Accessed: 25 October 2025)
Metropolitan Police (2025) Spot the Signs. Available at: Knife crime: signs to spot | Metropolitan Police (Accessed: 22 October 2025)
Knives for Lives (2025) The Impact of Knife Crime on Young People’s Lives. Available at: https://knives4lives.co.uk/the-impact-of-knife-crime-on-young-peoples-lives/  (Accessed: 20 October 2025)
Safer communities' wales, (2025). Serious Violence & Organised Crime - Wales Safer Communities.  What is Serious Violence, Organised Crime? Available at:https://safercommunities.wales/serious-violence-organised-crime ( Accessed 20th October, 2025). 
Crocker, R., Webb, S., Garner, S. and Skidmore, M. (2017). The impact of organised crime in local communities.  Available at: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/oc_in_local_communities_final.pdf. ( Accessed 22nd October 2025). 
Gibbons, D. (2024). Tackling knife crime, one school at a time - Magistrates’ Association. Available at: https://www.magistrates-association.org.uk/blog/tackling-knife-crime-one-school-at-a-time/ (Accessed: 20 October 2025)
Gwata, D., Ventriglio, A., Hughes, P. and Deahl, M. (2024). Youth violence and knife crime in ethnic minorities in the UK: A review of the literature. The International Journal of Social Psychiatry, [online] 70(3), p.207640231221098. doi:https://doi.org/10.1177/00207640231221098. ( Accessed: 25th October 2025). 
Vinnakota, D., Rahman, Q.M., Sathian, B., Bai, A.C.M., Deividas, N., Pellissery, M.-V. and Kareem, S.K.A. (2022). Exploring UK Knife Crime and Its Associated factors: a Content Analysis of Online Newspapers. Nepal Journal of Epidemiology, [online] 12(4), pp.1242–1247. doi:https://doi.org/10.3126/nje.v12i4.49994.( Accessed 29th october 2025). 
HMICFRS (2023). An inspection of how well the police tackle serious youth violence. His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services. Available at: https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/publication-html/inspection-of-how-well-the-police-tackle-serious-youth-violence/. ( Accessed 4th November 2025). 
Brennan, I., Simanovic, T., Mcfarlane, P., Sutherland, A., Graham, W., Powrie, M., Larigkou, I. and Holmes, E. (2024). Focused Deterrence Randomised Controlled Trial Early  Implementation Report. Available at: https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/YEF-FD-Early-Stage-Implementation-Report-October-2024.pdf. (Accessed 7th November 2025). 
HM Inspectorate of Probation (2022). Promising Approaches to Knife crime: an Exploratory Study. Available at: https://shura.shu.ac.uk/30260/1/RAB-2022-03-Promising-approaches-to-knife-crime-v1.1.pdf ( Accessed 14th  November 2025). 
British Youth Council (2019). KNIFE CRIME Our Generation’s Epidemic. Available at: https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201919/youth-select-committee/Youth-Select-Committee-Report-2019.pdf ( Accessed 10th November 2025) 
Browne, K.D., Green, K., Jareno-Ripoll, S. and Paddock, E. (2022). Knife crime offender characteristics and interventions – A systematic review. Aggression and Violent Behaviour,.doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2022.101774. (Accessed 1st November 2025). 
surrey , healthy (2024). Serious and Organised Crime Partnership Strategy.  Healthy Surrey. Available at: https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/community-safety/professionals/serious-and-organised-crime-partnership-strategy.  (Accessed 3rd November 2025). 
Walker, S., Oswald, R. and Soppitt, S. (2025). The role of ‘place’ in understanding the drivers of serious youth violence: An examination of identity, territorialism and community. Available at: file:///C:/Users/invate/Downloads/walker-et-al-2025-the-role-of-place-in-understanding-the-drivers-of-serious-youth-violence-an-examination-of-identity.pdf ( 10th November 2025). 
















































































https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S004723521530009X?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=99afb9260e5d8e49mi

https://www.magistrates-association.org.uk/blog/tackling-knife-crime-one-school-at-a-time/ 















