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Introduction
This research project is to assess whether Police officers/staff use stereotypes in order to identify criminals in their appearance. I will use the project to identify what stereotypes are being used and how these stereotypes are formed and how they could affect Policing.
I have found plenty of research completed in relation to stereotyping and what stereotyping is, but I have found less research on stereotyping in a Policing environment.
I have chosen this topic as I am curious how people develop certain beliefs/mindsets about people/communities and how we would address any negative impacts of stereotyping due to the nature of the role and the diversity of the people we interact with and the impact it may have.
In social psychology, a stereotype is a fixed, over generalized belief about a particular group or class of people. By stereotyping we infer that a person has a whole range of characteristics and abilities that we assume all members of that group have. For example, a “hells angel” biker dresses ileather. (McLeod, 2017)
One advantage of a stereotype is that it enables us to respond rapidly to situations because we may have had a similar experience before. (McLeod, 2017)
One disadvantage is that it makes us ignore differences between individuals; therefore, we think things about people that might not be true (i.e. make generalizations).  (McLeod, 2017)

The first section of this dissertation will be my literature review. This will evidence some of the research I have done into stereotyping prior to putting this dissertation together. This will give you, the reader and understanding of the history of the topic I have targeted. I will define stereotyping and prejudices and will show experiments that have been performed/carried out over the past thirty years by other researchers.

The purpose of this dissertation is to look in depth to see if there are any correlations in the way Police will identify criminals by their appearance using stereotypes. I hope to identify if stereotypes play a part in frontline policing in the identification of offenders. I also aim to highlight the key characteristics in which are used. To the best of my abilities I will limit my research to :
· AGE
· GENDER
· CLOTHING

 Now, in a truly groundbreaking study, recently published in the Journal of Social, Evolutionary, and Cultural Psychology, Jeffrey M. Valla, Stephen J. Ceci, and Wendy M. Williams of Cornell University show that people can tell criminals and noncriminals apart simply by looking at their still photos. Criminals, it appears, look different from noncriminals.
In their experiments, Valla et al. show pictures of the faces of 32 young Caucasian men in their 20s, without scars, tattoos or excessive facial hair, all in neutral expressions. Sixteen of them are convicted criminals, and the other sixteen are not. Valla et al. simply ask their experimental participants to indicate how likely they think it is that each man is a certain type of criminal (murderer, rapist, thief, forgery, assailant, arsonist, and drug dealer) on a seven-point Likert scale from 1 = extremely unlikely to 7 = extremely likely. Their results from two experiments consistently show that individuals can tell who is a criminal and who is not, by indicating that they believe the actual criminals have higher probability of being a criminal than actual noncriminal.
However, their results also show that individuals cannot tell what type of criminals they are. While Valla et al. are initially puzzled by this finding, it is actually consistent with what we know from criminology. As I explain in an earlier post, criminals do not specialize. Men who commit one type of crimes are more likely to commit other types of crimes. (Remember O. J. Simpson?) Even though, for their experiments, Valla et al. carefully select pictures of criminals who are convicted of only one type of crimes, in empirical reality, there are no men who are only murderers (and do not and will not commit other types of crimes) or men who are only thieves (and do not and will not commit other types of crimes). Given time, some men would commit other types of crimes. In empirical reality, there are men who commit (all types of) crimes, and there are men who do not. And Valla et al.'s experiments show that individuals can tell them apart because the two types of men look different. (Psychology Today, 2011)
On the basis of these findings, it would suggest that by look alone People/Police would or should be able to identify criminals and offenders just by looking at photos or even just by walking past them. The concern if this is true though is the non-ability to identify between violent and non-violent offenders. These findings would suggest that by stereotyping we could identify a criminal just by looking at them, but we would be unable to identify how serious a crime they have committed or even go on to commit. 
In 1980, BULL and GREEN also conducted a similar experiment to ascertain if people really can put a face to a crime. The differing factor in this experiment was that they did not use the photographs of criminals but of male friends of the researchers. Each individual had their photo taken and were all of a similar age, all between twenty-seven and thirty-three so as to limit factors effecting the way they would be identified. They wanted people to identify purely on how they looked. All the males in the photographs were instructed to pose with a bland, expressionless look. Forty-eight adult members of the public and 10 police officers of which five were male and five were female, were selected and asked to select whether the faces had committed any of the eleven listed crimes. They did not limit a crime to one face, but they could choose multiple faces for a crime. From the line up of ten faces, one face was selected more than the others for the highlighted crimes of mugging, robbery with violence, company fraud, soliciting, possession of illegal drugs and gross indecency. However, for the other crimes of thefts, rape and burglary there wasn’t a common face chosen.
This experiment by BULL and GREEN (1980) backs up the previous experiment by Valla (2012) as it suggests that there are stereotypical looks for crime. 
Shoemaker (1973) stated that people do have stereotypical tendencies about the appearances of a criminal during a similar experiment. This study contained fifty four face photos of middle aged white men. These were shown to students and asked to rate how likely the person was to have committed robbery, murder or treason. The twelve that were rated the most were then taken out of the group and shown to a secondary group of participants. They were also asked to do the same, rate how likely the person was to commit the aforementioned crimes. The result seemed to back up his initial statement that there seemed to be a stereotypical appearance to criminals.
All three of these experiments would suggest that stereotyping criminals/offenders is very common within modern society. This also shows there could be benefits to stereotyping criminals as this could help Police identify possible and/or existing offenders and also for members of the public to protect themselves in everyday parts of life.

FOCUS OF MY RESEARCH
After reading the outcome of the two experiments above mentioned, it can be seen that the results show that people do and will continue to stereotype in how a criminal might look and enforces the idea that stereotyping can and does have a major influence on identifying criminals, but I will widen the research and add clothing, age and gender to see how much influence these other factors can have on stereotypes.
My research will be a social study and will involve interactions with frontline Police officers/staff and to help gain an understanding if stereotyping is any different from the beliefs and views of members of the public. The finding of this research may result in similar findings to previous studies but the ones aforementioned only focused on facial features and were all male, so I will broaden the experiment and look at how clothing, age and gender could influence stereotyping.
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