RODERICK BOWEN LIVRARY AND ARCHIVES (ARCHIVE OPERATIONS AND PRACTICE) ASSESSMENT 2:
Plan for Research into University Land Holdings:
Aim: To seek out documentary sources available to us which provide understanding of the historic origins and growth of Saint David’s College, Lampeter and to the extent of the university’s land holdings. The topics we decided to research and explore are the origins and growth of the College as a theological base but also as an educational institution for less privileged students, as Oxford and Cambridge are flourishing at the time of its establishment. 
Sources Consulted: 
As a group we first consulted the entire collection within the Roderick Bowen Archive, and the further holdings of the library and a few internet sources to compile the collection upon which to base out research. Research through the Roderick Bowen Library and Archive (RBLAA) has given me access to physical papers, containing both original and copies of university papers pertaining to the subject. Other research avenues we discovered were web archives of larger institutions such as the National Library of Wales and the British Library, but also online databases. Online resources that were consulted include a copy of an oxford university press book about ordination in the 19th century and information surrounding the Harford family and their bequest to the university providing it with acres of land.
Methods: 
During the research project we employed a range of methods to obtain the information we needed, from searching the local museum’s collection of books to diving into the archive collections and going through hundreds of papers to find the information that was overall relevant to our research which proved difficult and frustrating at times. We discovered a few books written on the topic of the establishment of the university and the history of the site, and through exploring the library catalogue we found interesting information about the foundation stone of the university and used the original university’s founding charter to gain additional supporting information. As the university has been a stand-alone institution for hundreds of years, the resources that relate to it have been kept on the university grounds.
Findings:
The historical aspects of the university that we discovered through our research into the foundation between the years of 1800-1820, include that of the decision of where to place the college initially. As the college was to be of such importance to the Church in Wales, there were many research avenues as to where would be the best place to situate a university and college for the Ordination and Education of clergy members. The choice to found the university in Lampeter was because Burgess believed that to be ‘A quieter location […] would be more conducive to the ordered collegiate life which he wanted for his foundation.’[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Dowland,D. (1997) 19th Century Anglican Theological Training: The Redbrick Challenge. Oxford University Press. [online] http://www.worldcat.org/title/nineteenth-century-anglican-theological-training-the-redbrick-challenge/oclc/1027241733/viewport pg 19] 

The initial setup of the project was failing as there was a lack of support financially and that there already existed grammar school institutions that could take up the position. However due to the interest of Bristol businessman John Scandrett Harford the idea then became viable and a new institution could be built and managed by Thomas Burgess, Bishop of Saint David’s. Mr Harford then donated the land situated near Stephen’s Castle and also using his position to persuade the keeper of the Privy Purse to ‘obtain a royal donation of £1,000.’[footnoteRef:2] This royal approval gave the status the university needed to become an established and respected body to the same degree as Oxford and Cambridge, but a Welsh alternative. The charter was completed in 1828 and the university was officially open to religious ordinates.  [2:  Dowland,D. (1997) 19th Century Anglican Theological Training: The Redbrick Challenge. Oxford University Press. [online] pg.19] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The processes we employed to try to research the subject of land holdings were vast, including online and physical archive databases, local history books, museum records and other relating information. However little was yielded from these sources and the extensive history of the land holdings will still be held in private and the wealth of St David’s College remains a mystery.
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Figure 1: Canterbury Building (1955 c. Francis Frith)
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Figure 2: Saint David's College Main Building (1955 c. Francis Frith)

Discussion:
The work and sources discovered and used with this project have provided a strong inference towards the starting regulations and rules of the establishment of the university, with an additional insight into the key figures that contributed the most to the institution in its early days through the church and/or land donation. As a group we struggled to find any major concrete sources, as a few were available online but not from the archive itself, so the premise of the investigation was somewhat compromised. With the further study of the archive materials that were provided for us by the archive staff, we concluded that the procedures surrounding the funding and the financing of the university remain as private matters, and the most documented history of the university’s establishment is that of the legislation and regulation. Due to the lack of time we had to spend on the resources at hand, due to lesson planning and the opening hours of the archive unit our time was limited at best. Another issue we encountered was that the access to the online documents were not available through the university and that a few of the history books on Saint David’s College were held at the Carmarthen Campus and Oxford University that are unavailable for loan.
Conclusion:
The research within the topic of the Llanddewi Brefi establishment and the regulations of the university including those around the land donations and bequests, found on the 3rd-6th pages of the charter, are the only relevant sources to the land donation in the beginning of the 19th century. Due to a lot of the material being irrelevant to our research avenues the discussion was difficult, the complimentary evidence that could have been useful was not available or physically recorded for research purposes. Access of family records that may have been useful from the Harford bequest could have shed light on the situation with the establishment however they were not donated or provided to the university, so we were stuck for sources. However it did show the influence and grasp of the church over social institutions and demonstrate a lot of 19th century Anglicanism within Wales.  























	Archive Source
	Reference No.
	Description        
	Date
	Links
	Inference

	University Charter
	N/A
	The founding charter of the university laying out the rules and regulations of the institution
	1822 
	Links to a copy of the regulations previously discussed for the college at Llanddewi Brefi
	This gives us an idea of the original building plans and land holdings at the time of establishment

	Proposition of the establishment for the education of young men intended for Holy Orders
	D/1/1
	Discusses the land use at Llanddewi Brefi with the donation and benefits of placing the university there on the ground of a pre-existing school 
	Inferred date 1820-1830
	Links to dioceses matters and the importance of creating a university
	This document shows us that the campus was intended to be secluded and far from towns and cities  

	Inventory 
	N/A
	Inventory and valuation sheet of the furniture and other such items for insurance purpose – 457 pages
	1932
	Links to the wealth of the university at the time – much furniture was donated from Oxford
	This book shows us that the university had wealth to protect and was respected highly by other universities  

	ONLINE ARCHIVE: 
19th Century Anglican Theological Training – David Dowland
	N/A
	A book giving the information about the funding and creating of Saint David’s College, Lampeter
	1997
	Gives a background to the key figures involved in the university and their influence
	This gives us a sense of the enormity of the Church of Wales’ grasp and control of the university 
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