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THE export of store cattle from Wales to the rich pasturelands of England has always played a vital part in the Welsh economy. Recent research has indicated the existence of a flourishing cattle trade since the mid-thirteenth century, and there seems little reason to doubt that the origins of the trade go back far into antiquity. By the mid-seventeenth century store cattle exports were one of the primary sources of Welsh revenue. Thus we find Archbishop John Williams of Bangor imploring Prince Rupert to permit the passage of the Welsh drovers into England during the Civil War, '... for they are the Spanish fleet of Wales which brings us what little gold and silver we have'. 1 In spite of the Archbishop's plea the Civil War disrupted the cattle trade to the extent that the drovers were eventually paid a subsidy of £3,000 as compensation for loss of revenue during hostilities. The industrial developments of the late eighteenth century and the growth of urban populations stimulated an increased demand for beef from the grazing lands of the Midlands and the mixed farming regions of Eastern England. In spite of the growing importance of the Scots cattle trade, the early years of the nineteenth century witnessed the arrival of thousands of Welsh store cattle into England, for subsequent pasture and stall fattening. The extent of the demand for Welsh cattle may be judged from the fact that it is difficult to find a Midland grazier's account book which does not refer to the purchase of Welsh cattle at some time of the year. It is virtually impossible to estimate the volume of the trade during the nineteenth century due to the lack of statistical evidence. A few toll gate returns provide a fleeting glimpse of cattle movements but these, of course, do not take into account the fact that many drovers avoided the Turnpike roads, preferring the more hazardous but less expensive journey across open mountain and unmade road. Nevertheless the several accounts of journeys through Wales made by such astute observers as Walter Davies and George Kay, leave one with little doubt that the volume of exports was considerable. Kay 2 maintained that in 1794, 10,000 cattle were exported from Anglesey while Davies 3 noted that by 1810 some 14,000 'Welsh runts' were being sent annually to the Midlands from Anglesey and the Lleyn Peninsula alone. Aikin's lyrical description of the droves of black cattle swimming the Menai Straights is well known, 4 perhaps rather more so than Richard Llwyd's lines written on Porthaethwy Fair. While this poem can hardly be described as the work of a genius, it does succeed in conveying the sense of confusion which accompanied the ferrying of large numbers of beasts across the stormy waters of the Straights: 

'These are the features of the ferrying fair,
And those that dote on discord may go there
The tides, contending with the toiling boats,
The horny forest that on Menai floats
The brutes inferior, but by the windy storm,
The living beach where bellowing droves depart,
And the last low, that rends the suffering heart'. 

In 1797 Warner's progress along the Abergavenny - Crickhowell road, '... was frequently impeded by numerous droves of black cattle from Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire, travelling towards the passage to be transported across the Severn ...'. 5 In addition to the North Wales 'runts', the larger Pembrokeshire cattle which were widely distributed throughout Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and South Cardiganshire were found in abundance on the fattening lands of Norfolk, Essex, Kent and Surrey. 

The majority of the cattle were purchased by dealers and drovers at local fairs, many of which were on a vast scale. When the Rev. Evans visited Cilgerran Fair near Cardigan in 1804, he noted that all the fields within three miles of the village were full of cattle, and that, '... the number of cattle, though this was considered a small fair, we were informed exceeded 20,000'. 6 By the close of the 19th century, the summer and autumn fairs of Cilgerran were inundated with drovers intent upon purchasing cattle for the English market. One resident vividly remembers cattle lining the streets from the Rectory to the Station. She remembers also the inconvenience of having to vacate her room in her parent's public house in the village in order that the drovers could be accommodated for the duration of the fair. 7 Although the local fair continued to remain an important feature of 19th century rural life in Wales, it is apparent that many drovers and cattle dealers favoured direct purchase of cattle from farmers rather than through the medium of the fair. 7 Although the local fair continued to remain an important feature of 19th century rural life in Wales, it is apparent that many drovers and cattle dealers favoured direct purchase of cattle from farmers rather than through the medium of the fair. Thus, in 1809 at Beddgelert Fair, '... the show of animals was in general but trifling as the drovers have for many years been accustomed to go about from house to house in order to make their private bargains with the farmers'. 8 Furthermore, intending purchasers would often travel considerable distances to meet the drovers of cattle en route for a local fair in the hope of securing bargains with the drovers before the fair began. In the Llanfair Caereinion area it was common practice for a farmer to ride as far west as Dolymaen to meet the Cardiganshire drovers and make purchases before the commencement of the fair at Llanfair. 9 

The activities of the Welsh drovers in the pre-nineteenth century period had helped to form an economic and cultural link with England which was beneficial to both countries. In addition to their straight-................. 

............................ forward trading function, the drovers had often been responsible for the execution of financial commissions, such as the collection of the Denbighshire Ship Money on behalf of the Government. Private gentlemen also employed them as carriers both of money and news. On many occasions Sir W. W. Wynne entrusted his chief drover, David Lloyd with considerable sums of money which Lloyd took to London to pay his master's bills. 10 In the exchange of correspondence between the Rev. Thomas Jones of Creaton in Northamptonshire and the Rev. Thomas Charles of Bala, we find the former requesting that Thomas Charles send him books and pamphlets by way of the Welsh drovers. There are numerous examples of drovers making significant contributions to Welsh civic life, pioneering the establishment of banks in West Wales, and in the case of the celebrated David Jones of Caeo, augmenting the richness of the Welsh musical tradition with his splendid hymns. Judging from the account books which they kept, it is clear that the more substantial drovers and dealers were capable of accurately recording details of transactions and also of bargaining with their clients in the English language. The capacity to speak good English was of course, a major asset. There are at least two cases of drovers making use of their fluency in English in order to establish themselves as schoolmasters. Thus in 1845 a school was opened in Pumpsaint by young man of twenty who had previously been employed as a London drover, while William Harries, schoolmaster of Ffaldybrenin from 1871-78 had spent his early years driving cattle to the Metropolis. 11 The importance of the drover in this regard was emphasised by John Johnes of Dolau Cothi. Referring to the hundred of Caio in his evidence to the notorious 1847 Commission of Inquiry into the State of Education in Wales, he maintained, 'That there are a great many cattle dealers in this parish who travel to England and practically learn the value of education'.. In spite of his valuable role in the economy of rural Wales, the nineteenth century Welsh drover was treated with considerable scorn by contemporary writers, being regarded as fundamentally dishonest and unscrupulous. It seems that a great deal of the distrust of the drovers arose from their habit of buying on credit. Although this practise was by no means universal, many of the smaller drovers and dealers would arrange to pay for cattle purchased from the Welsh farmers on their return from the English fairs. If, as was often the case, shortage of keep reduced the demand for Welsh cattle in England, the drover was forced to sell at a loss and was accordingly unable to meet his obligations on his return to Wales. Thus as Hyde-Hall pointed out, 'The speculation does not always succeed and the bankruptcy of the drover leaves his creditors with but a very small dividend.' 12 In spite of a statute of Queen Anne which forbade a drover to free himself from obligations undertaken, there ............. 

............. are frequent references to bankrupt drovers in the contemporary literature. One writer, discussing stock improvement in Caernarvonshire, felt that the introduction of English bulls would so improve Welsh stock that, '... this would be a great inducement to many drovers to come into the country with ready cash instead of credit, which is at present the practise whereby many an honest farmer is duped out of his property in whole or in part.' 13 In spite of his observation that '. . the drovers are distinguished persons in the history of this country's economy'. 14 Edmund Hyde Hall echoed a widely held view when he drew attention to the frequently used epitaph, 'Not only a drover, but a rogue'. Although the epitaph could not be universally applied, there is little doubt that many drovers were untroubled by the pangs of conscience. The graziers were always interested in purchasing spayed (i.e. ovariectomised) store heifers which readily settled down to grass and proceeded to fatten thriftily and economically. Such animals commanded a price which was superior to that of a normal heifer. It is not difficult, therefore, to imagine the ire of the grazier when his 'spayed' heifer produced a calf ! John Bannister had been deceived in this manner and consequently held little affection for the Welsh drovers ; '... for amongst these itinerant Cambrians there are many individuals not less deeply versed in the art of deception than the 'horse-jockeys'. 15 It was for this reason that John Lawrence, in 1805, warned the inexperienced buyer never to purchase cattle at a fair unless accompanied by a more experienced man, '... for the drovers are troubled in general with as few scruples as any man living, no offence intended to the noble fraternity of horse dealers.' 16 Several interesting legal documents and newspaper reports provide further information on the rather doubtful integrity of some of the Welsh drovers and dealers. In the Caernarvonshire Great Sessions of 1809 we find Hugh Owen suing the drover Richard Cadwallader for debt. Apparently Owen had advanced Cadwallader money for the purchase of cattle, '... which he hath hitherto altogether refused and still doth refuse to pay, wherefore the said Hugh said he is injured and hath sustained damage to the value of £200.' Again, in 1814, Cardiganshire Quarter Sessions dealt with the case of Thomas Lloyd versus David Evans and David Davies. Evans and Davies, two drovers, had been commissioned by Lloyd, a farmer, to purchase cattle on his behalf. For this purpose Lloyd had advanced a sum of money. However, the two drovers had 'craftily and subtly' deceived Lloyd by not delivering the purchased cattle which they disposed of on their own account. 17 A similar case is reported in the 'Cambrian News' of 1879 in which Albert Lewis Jones, cattle dealer, formerly of the Prince Albert public house, Aberystwyth was charged................. 

................... by Edward Morgan, farmer, of obtaining cattle worth £200 under false pretences. Rather less frequently, cases appear in which the drover himself is the plaintiff. Thus in 1800, the Sheriff of Caernarvon issued a writ against Griffiths Richards, a local farmer. The writ instructed bailiffs to make good by seizure of goods and chattels a debt of £20 which Hugh Hughes, drover, had claimed at the Great Sessions. 18 The account books of David Johnathon reveal that this dealer encountered great difficulty in receiving payment from some of the English graziers with whom he dealt. In January 1860, a Surrey farmer, George Hawkins wrote to Johnathon, explaining that he was '... exceedingly sorry but I shall not be able to meet your last bill ... I will pay the £55 in the course of a fortnight'. As things turned out, a great deal more than a fortnight elapsed before the debt was discharged. A year before, John Read of Middlesex explained to Johnathon, '... that I have not been able to spare the money for the last lot, nor can I say exactly when I can ...'. 19 Where a drover met with such unwillingness or inability to pay up, it is not surprising that he found difficulty in discharging his debts on returning to Wales. 

The Welsh drovers who took cattle to London were regarded by the towns-people with suspicion and often with awe. A delightful, if slightly exaggerated, account of Barnet Fair appeared in the Farmers Magazine in 1856. This account, written by an Englishman, refers in a rather uncomplimentary fashion to the Welsh drovers and provides an interesting example of the disdain in which the unfortunate drovers were held. It is worth quoting at length; 'Imagine some hundreds of bullocks like an immense forest of horns, propelled hurriedly towards you amid the hideous and uproarious shouting of a set of semi-barbarous drovers who value a restive bullock far beyond the life of a human being, driving their mad and noisy herds over every person they meet if not fortunate enough to get out of their way; closely followed by a drove of unbroken wild Welsh ponies, fresh from their native hills all of them loose and unrestrained as the oxen that preceded them; kicking, rearing and biting each other amid the unintelligible anathemas of their human attendants ... the noisy 'hurrahs' of lots of 'un-English speaking' Welshmen who may have just sold some of their native bovine stock whilst they are to be seen throwing up their long-worn, shapeless hats high in the air, as a type of Taffy's delight, uttering at the same time a trade(sic) of gibberish which no-one can understand but themselves.' 20 

While the majority of the Welsh cattle not sold in the Midlands were disposed of at the great London fairs, other beasts were driven deep into Kent, Sussex, and Surrey. Jenkin Williams, the dealer of Dewi Garon, 21 regularly took cattle as far as Blackwater in Kent, while David Johnathon of Dihewyd travelled and traded throughout the Midlands............... 

.................................. and sold cattle at the fairs of Romford, Brentwood, East Grinstead, Horsham and Kingston. Davies of Tregaron, who died in the 1850's at the age of 96 and who worked for the dealer Dafydd Griffiths of Lampeter, bought 

.................................. and sold cattle at the fairs of Romford, Brentwood, East Grinstead, Horsham and Kingston. Davies of Tregaron, who died in the 1850's at the age of 96 and who worked for the dealer Dafydd Griffiths of Lampeter, bought cattle in the Lampeter and Carmarthen area. These were sent by rail to London and subsequently driven to the fairs of Barnet, Horsham, Reigate, Kingston, Blackwater and Harley Row. 22 Throughout the pre-railway era these epic journeys necessitated considerable feats of physical endurance on the part of the drovers. The fact that many drovers survived to very great ages suggests that continued exposure to the elements together with countless nights of sleeping in the open air had no permanently adverse effects upon their health. It has often been contended, in the more romantic and emotionally charged accounts, that the drovers were a breed of supermen who scorned the use of an overcoat and cheerfully faced wind and storm with gay abandon. Sadly, the various drovers' and dealers' account books do not support this assertion. Indeed, it seems that many drovers expected their employers to provide them with some form of protective clothing before they embarked upon a journey. Thus in 1822 we find a Trawsfynydd dealer paying £5-5-0 for clothes and £1-9-6 for 'a trunk and shoes' for his drover before the latter set off to Northampton with a drove of cattle. 23 

The actual size of a drove of cattle varied according to the time of year and the demand for store cattle from the English graziers. However, most accounts suggest that the droves ranged in size from one to four hundred cattle which were attended by 4-8 drovers and their dogs. The huge Rhys Morgan of Tregaron, styled 'King of Northampton', who was still trading in cattle and horses at the turn of the present century, normally employed a dozen men to handle a drove of 300 beasts. 24 Once the drove was assembled, the cattle would normally be felled and shod prior to undertaking the long trek to England. Although cattle shoeing has been ably described elsewhere, 25 it is perhaps worthwhile to note that Mr. Ben Morgan of Farmers recollects local tales of the personnel involved in the shoeing process in his village. In the 1860's cattle were shed at Farmers in Llwyncelyn bach by Evan Richards the smith from Ffaldybrenin. Richards would arrive at Farmers with the cattle shoes, in the company of Rhys the Nailer of Pant-un-nos who would bring with him a bag of nails which were protected from rust by being smeared with butter. A third man, one David Morgan (renowned for his tendency to over-indulge in alcohol) would eventually arrive and assist with felling of the cattle. 26 'Ciwing forges' are widespread throughout Wales and provide useful clues as to the location of cattle drove routes. The remains of the most westerly forge at which cattle were shod before setting off for England are reputed to lay in the orchard of Carmenau Fawr, Clynderwen, Pembrokeshire. The shoes................. 

....................... were made at a small-holding on nearby Bryn Hill, and taken subsequently to Carmenau Fawr where they were nailed to the cattle. 27 In Foel, Montgomeryshire an interesting link with the cattle trade with south eastern England is evidenced by the presence of two small fields of 0.8 acres and 0.6 acres, named respectively 'Kent' and 'Essex' (O.S.6" 1902 nos. 282 and 1812). These fields are located in close proximity to the smithy at Glanyrafon (recently demolished). It appears that cattle destined for Kent or Essex were drafted into the appropriate enclosure when shoeing was completed. 28 & 29 It was often necessary to re-shoe cattle en route, for when shoes were lost lameness would result, and consequently, the value of the beast at the time of sale would be reduced. Many smaller drovers relied upon local blacksmiths for this purpose while the larger droves would often be accompanied by a smith with an ample supply of shoes and nails. 30 

It has often been contended that cattle under eighteen months of age were unable to withstand the rigours of the journey to England and consequently were not to be found in the droves. This was by no means the case. Contemporary sources reveal that although bulls did not leave Wales before they were eighteen months old, heifers of as little as one year of age were frequently to be seen in the droves of black cattle. 31 However, the majority of the droves would comprise 3-4 year old store beasts together with a sprinkling of milch cows and the odd bull. Once the chaos which arose from the marking and mixing together of several hundred strange cattle had abated, the drove set off. It normally took 3-4 days for the drove to settle down to a steady 2 miles per hour, a leisurely pace which would give the animals plenty of opportunity to graze by the wayside. By travelling at this pace the drove would cover between fifteen and twenty miles per day. It was considered vital not to force the cattle, in order to prevent excessive loss of condition and the loss of 'bloom' which results from the accumulation of sweat on the skin. Thus to preserve the condition of his beasts, the experienced drover planned his journey with great care. A particularly long and strenuous day over rough mountain track would, for example, be followed by a shorter day's travelling in order to give the cattle an opportunity to recuperate. 32 In spite of these precautions, however, cattle from North Wales regularly lost up to one hundred-weight en route for the Midland pastures. It was for this reason that some of the more affluent drovers either rented or purchased land in the Midlands upon which they could restore the condition of their cattle before despatching them to the local fairs. To this end the Cardiganshire dealer, David Johnathon took 149 acres of land at Spratton in Northamptonshire at an annual rent of £450. 

It has often been assumed that the drovers avoided Turnpike roads................... 

...................... and thus the burdensome tolls which were extracted at each gate along the road. Whilst this may have been so in many cases, the half dozen drovers' account books examined by the author contain detailed inventories of tolls paid on the Turnpike roads en route for England. Indeed, tolls represented the major source of expense incurred on the journey. Naturally, all drovers attempted to avoid toll where possible --- an objective which was more easily achieved in the routes from southern and mid-Wales than from North Wales. However, it seems that the 19th century Welsh droving fraternity was divided broadly into two camps. On the one hand there were the drovers who were prepared to bear the heavy cost of using the Turnpikes in the interests of speed and directness, only avoiding the Turnpikes when they could do so without too much inconvenience. The other group were rather more 'cost-conscious', preferring to follow the ancient and often tortuous routes across open country thereby avoiding toll. In either case, it is clear that the drovers were no great lovers of toll gates. We read, for instance, in the Hereford Journal of 1859, of '... the great abhorrence of the Radnorshire men for a tollgate ... and (the keeper) cannot and dare not interfere with them'. The schedules of drover's expenses which appear below illustrate clearly the considerable financial burden imposed by the presence of the toll gates. The first account of 1838 refers to a journey made by Roderick Roderick from Lampeter to Kent. 33 

September 10th 1838 

	                                                   s. d.
	                                             s. d.

	Lampeter gate                                4
	Cash to D. Williams            2  6

	Cwmann gate                                 10
	Cash to D. Davies                    9

	Beer at Porth-y-rhyd                  2  0
	Hollybush gate                     2  10

	Llanfair-ar-y-bryn gate              5  5
	Bridge gate                           2  10

	Shoes and nails                          2  0
	Tewkesbury gate                  2  10

	Grass at Talgarth                     11  6
	Doddington gate                   2  10

	Beer and lodgings                      1  6
	Shoes and nails                     1  0

	Allowance                                 1  0
	Lent at Croydon                    2  9

	Beer                                           2  0
	Expense paid                        4  0

	Grass at Pugh’s                        16  0
	Grass at Staplehurst              4  3

	Beer and lodgings                     1  6
	Gate at Staplehurst                2  0

	Allowance                                    9
	Cranbrook gate                      2  10

	Keep for mare                          4  6
	Cranbrook grass                    8  9

	Rhydyspence gate                     2  9
	Beer and lodgings                 2  6

	Willersley gate                         2  9
	Hire man                               2  9

	Hadmore gate                           2  11
	Beer for man                             6

	Grass                                      16   0
	Fair and field                        1  4

	Beer and lodgings                     2  9
	Fair gate                                    7

	Shoe the mare                           1  0
	Grass at Sandway                 3  0

	Brockhall gate                          2  11
	Beer and Lodging                     10

	Shoes and nails                        2   0
	Gate                                           7  ½

	Grass at Hereford                   16  0
	                               --------------------------

	Beer and logings                       2  9
	                                       £8 - 1 1 - 1 0 ½

	Hereford gate                           2  11
	                               --------------------------

	Tarrington gate                         4  2
	

	Ledbury gate                             4  2
	

	Beer                                          1  0
	

	Allowance at Folly                       9
	


It is unlikely that this inventory is entirely accurate for it gives the impression that the dealer, his drovers, and cattle, incurred no expenses between Gloucestershire and Kent. Furthermore, later entries in the account book indicate that once in the south east the cattle were taken to the fairs of Uxbridge, Maidstone, Duntongreen, Seal, Mereworth and Aylesford at which additional expenses must have been met. Nevertheless the account clearly illustrates the importance of tolls and grazing costs as components of the drover's expenses in the pre-railway era.   34 

The second inventory, abstracted from the account books of David Johnathon   35 provides evidence of the substantial cost incurred by the dealer as a result of the activities of his drovers en route for Essex: 

October 1839 

	                                                       s. d.  
	                                                     s. d.

	Cwmdulas House                           5  0
	Daventry grass                           14  6

	Abergwesyn Tavern                     15  0
	Daventry tavern                            3  7

	Boy drive the beast                        2  0
	Daventry gate                               5  0

	Newbridge Tavern                            6
	Northampton tavern                   18  0

	Llandrindod grass                       13  6
	Northampton gate                        2  6

	Smith, tavern                                     6
	Wellingboro' gate                        2  6

	Smith, grass                                17   0
	Wellingboro' gate                        2  6

	Maesyfed gate                               1  6
	Wellingboro' tavern                  13  6

	Pay John for shoeing                 1  1   0
	William Wells tavern                 8  6

	Kington gate                                  3   0
	?    gate                                       2  6

	Kington grass                              18  0
	Elstow tavern                        1  19  0

	Half-the-road gate                         3  0
	Elstow tavern                        1  10  6

	Llanllern gate                                2  6
	Man mind beasts                         1  6

	Westinton grass                         1  0  0
	Egin tavern                               16  6

	Westinton grass                             5  9
	Egin gate                                     1 6

	Westinton gate                               3  0
	Hertford tavern                           2  6

	Bromyard gate                               3  6
	Hertford gate                              2  6

	Bontwillt gate                                2  3
	Stansted tavern                         13  3

	Bontwillt tavern                          17  3
	Ongar grass                            1  2  0

	Worcester gate                              5  0
	Ongar tavern                              5  0

	Worcester tavern                               6
	Chelmsford                            1  0  0

	Worcester                                      2  6
	Other expenses at fair 
and return home                      2  0  4

	Wilbercastle tavern                     18  0
	 

	Wilbercastle gate                          2  9
	                                         --------------

	Stratford grass                             14  6
	                                         £24 - 

                                         £24 - 11 - 5

	Stratford tavern                              3  0
	                                         --------------

	Stratford gate                                 2  6
	 

	Warwick tavern                           18  3
	 

	Southam tavern                            18  0
	 

	Warwick gate                                2  6
	 

	Windmill tavern                           18  0
	 

	Windmill gate                                2  0
	 


The final inventory is taken from the Johnathon accounts of November 1856. This is of particular interest as it illustrates that Johnathon was quick to take advantage of the extension of the railway from Nuneaton to Shrewsbury in 1856, thereby enabling him to truck his cattle directly to the Midlands from Shrewsbury, and subsequently to drive them to the markets and fairs of the Midlands and Home Counties. Unfortunately the accounts of this particular year do not provide information as to the number of personnel involved in the various journeys to London. Nevertheless, the inventory leaves little doubt as to the escalation of costs since 1839. It refers to expenses incurred on the sale of some 300 beasts. 

	 
	 £     s.     d. 
	 
	 
	£        s.      d.

	Aberystwyth gate + Machynlleth tavern
	3      6      6 
	 
	Myself
	-         8       6

	 
	 
	 
	Romford toll
	-         2       0

	Machynlleth gate 6-6 and  boy to mind beast
	-       8      0
	 
	My expenses and train fare  from Chelmsford to London and back to Romford
	1         3       6

	Cemmaes gate 3-6 and Dinas gate 2-0
	-      5      6
	 
	Chelmsford hay
	3       19      0

	Mallwyd gate 3-9 and Cann Office gate 3-9
	-      7      6
	 
	Men at Chelmsford 
	-          8      6

	 
	 
	 
	Romford hay
	1         1       0

	Cann Office tavern
	2      3     6
	 
	 David Lewis' son 
	4         8       0

	Llanfair tavern
	2      7     0
	 
	David Capel
	3       16       0

	Llanfair and Welshpool gates
	-     14     0
	 
	 John? 
	-        12       0

	Welshpool tavern
	 2     8     0
	 
	Thos. Ellias
	4        11      0

	3 gates from Welshpool to  Shrewsbury
	-     12     0
	 
	John Smith, Driver 
	3        10      0

	 
	 
	 
	John Evans
	1         7       0

	Halfway House
	1     17    6
	 
	My expenses in London
	-          9       6

	Shrewsbury Tavern
	3     15    0
	 
	Romford toll
	-          2       0

	Shrewsbury Train
	6     12    6
	 
	Myself 
	-        13       0

	Man to drive from W'Pool to Shrewsbury 
	-       7     0
	 
	Brentwood gate 
	-          1      10

	 
	 
	 
	Chelmsford, hay + myself
	1        10       0

	Feazley tavern and gate
	4      2     6
	 
	Men to keep the beast
	-           3       0

	3 gates to Three Potes
	1    12     6
	 
	My expense back home
	1        10       0

	Three Potes Tavern
	3      5     6
	 
	 
	-----------------

	 
	 
	 
	 
	£102   10      5

	2 gates to Rugby
	1      1     0
	 
	 
	-------------------

	Rugby Tavern
	6    11     0
	 
	 
	 

	Men at Rugby Fair
	-      3      6
	 
	 
	 

	2 gates to Northampton
	-    16      6
	 
	 
	 

	Northampton tavern
	1     8      0
	 
	 
	 

	2 gates to Turvey
	-    16      6
	 
	 
	 

	Turvey Tavern
	2    10     0 
	 
	 
	 

	2 gates to Clophill
	-     13     6
	 
	 
	 

	Clophill Tavern
	3      6      0
	 
	 
	 

	Starneck (?) Tavern
	4      3      0
	 
	 
	 

	2 gates at Stanstead
	-       5     6
	 
	 
	 

	Stansted hay for one lot
	5     15    0
	 
	 
	 

	Harlow fair
	-       9     0
	 
	 
	 

	Norton Inn grass
	1     12    6
	 
	 
	 

	Ongar hay
	4       1    0 
	 
	 
	 

	Daniel Evans
	3       0    0
	 
	 
	 

	Ingatestone Fair
	1       5    0
	 
	 
	 

	Men at fair
	-        6    9
	 
	 
	 


Although these inventories provide an interesting picture of the cost structure of the 19th century cattle trade, they yield little information as to the details of the daily life of the average drover. Such information may only be gained by a search of contemporary literature and by jogging the memories of elderly people whose ancestors have been in some way connected with the trade. It was apparently normal practice for the foreman drover, or the dealer himself, to ride ahead of the drove in order to arrange accommodation for both men and animals. Accommodation was provided either at local farms or inns, many of which possessed adjoining paddocks where cattle could be held overnight. The frequent occurrence of 'Drover's Arms' as a public house name, illustrates the likely presence of a nearby drove route, as do certain field and farm names. A good example of the latter is to be found in the village of Caio, where the Cardiganshire drovers passed their first night en route for Barnet Fair. The farm at illustrates the likely presence of a nearby drove route, as do certain field and farm names. A good example of the latter is to be found in the village of Caio, where the Cardiganshire drovers passed their first night en route for Barnet Fair. The farm at which they stayed was known as Llundain fechan, while the stream running through the farmyard was christened 'River Thames'. 36  Mrs. Alice Bowen of Shrewsbury has drawn my attention to the fact that drovers in Welshpool were accommodated................ 

..................either at the Dragon Inn or the Common Lodging House, for which they would be charged the sum of 6d per night.   37  The evidence available suggests that the charge for a night's bed and board varied little throughout the century, being around 4d per head during the summer months and 6d throughout the winter. In London, during the 1870's, the Tregaron drovers usually stayed in Shepherd's Bush for the remarkably small nightly payment of 3d plus an additional 3d if breakfast was taken. 38 Their brothers from the Llancrwys / Farmers / Ffaldybrenin area were accommodated by Mr. Robertson, Landlord of 'The Lock and Key' in Smithfield. While the senior drovers would normally spend the night in a farmhouse or tavern, it was frequently the practice for the juniors to sleep alongside the cattle and to ensure that their charges were adequately fed and watered. 39 

In addition to being able to control the animals in his charge, the drover had to be capable of administering rough and ready veterinary treatment from time to time. Thus several drovers' pocket books contain veterinary 'recipes', often of an extremely bizarre nature, by which common cattle ailments could be treated. In order to deal with cases of 'bloat' which regularly occurred when cattle strayed overnight into nearby cornfields, most drovers carried a crude form of trocar and canula, while lactating cows which succumbed to mastitis were treated by the simple expedient of cutting off the affected teat with a sharp knife ! When foot-and-mouth disease broke out in a drove, movement was immediately halted. Much to the annoyance of his employer, the drover Davies of Tregaron was immobilised in Warwickshire with his cattle for 6 weeks until the disease had taken its course. On reaching their destination in the Midlands or Home Counties, the drovers would attempt to sell off all their stock at one or other of the local fairs, and as the expense accounts suggest, it was often necessary to travel to many fairs before the full complement of cattle was sold. Once selling was completed, the long homeward journey began. In the early years of the century, the dealer or head drover would return to Wales by coach, ensuring that he was dressed in an inconspicuous fashion in order not to advertise the fact that he was carrying several thousand pounds in golden sovereigns in the long leather pockets of his greatcoat. Although this dealer would travel home by rail in later years, his drovers usually made the return journey on foot. Expenses for the journey back to Wales were met by the dealer, in addition to which the drovers received a daily wage. At the turn of the 18th century drovers of cattle from Haverfordwest to Ashford in Kent received 3/- per day, plus a bonus of 6/- when all the cattle were sold, 40 while in the 1830's Roderick Roderick was paying his drover John Edwards a daily wage of 2/-. In order to supplement this rather meagre income the drovers often sold milk in .................... 

....................the villages through which they passed en route for England. 41  An anonymous account book from Dolgellau mentions 1 /- as being the daily rate of payment for cattle drovers during the 1830's. It is possible that this was the sum paid to 'casual' drovers who joined the drove for short periods of time to help the regular drovers over difficult parts of the route. By the 1870's most cattle from Wales arrived in London by rail. Davies of Tregaron had a free railway pass to travel with his cattle, while he received from the dealer Dafydd Griffiths, the sum of £1 to cover his expenses in London, his journey home and his salary. 

Many of the Welsh dealers who took cattle to the markets and fairs of England handled very substantial sums of money. In 1806, David Roberts and Griffith Jones sold cattle to the value of £6,053 at the fairs in Kent, 42  while later in the century we find Evan Roberts of Caersws spending up to £2,000 monthly on cattle for sale in England. The actual profitability of the cattle trade was largely determined by the supply of Welsh cattle and the demand for these cattle in England, the latter component reflecting the availability of herbage on the fattening pastures. The paucity of statistical evidence bedevils any detailed discussion of this aspect of the cattle trade. However, it can be quite confidently asserted that the dealer's margin fluctuated considerably from year to year. Hyde Hall mentions one particular dealer who expended £1,200 on the purchase of cattle in 1809, '... a capital so great, and so frequently turned ought to afford large profits, but erted that the dealer's margin fluctuated considerably from year to year. Hyde Hall mentions one particular dealer who expended £1,200 on the purchase of cattle in 1809, '... a capital so great, and so frequently turned ought to afford large profits, but the instability of the markets occasion but too frequently a repetition of loss'. In 1859 the Llancrwys dealer, John Walters died in Hyde, Middlesex, on his return from Barnet Fair, leaving a modest fortune of some £1,500.   43  Inspection of other dealer's wills will no doubt permit an estimate of the standard of living which a dealer could reasonably expect at different stages of the century. Profitability of individual transactions, however, may only be assessed from the rather limited number of extant dealers' account books. The Trawsfynydd account book of 1822 records in detail two transactions. 44  In the first transaction a loss of £10. 14. 6 on 37 beasts was sustained, while a second group of 67 animals yielded a profit of £28. 14. 0. The details of prices and expenses involved in this second transaction are as follows: 

PURCHASES 

	By J. Jarrett at Llanegrin
	 
	By William Lewis
	 

	 
	  £     s.      d
	 
	£       s.      d.

	4 Mrs. Williams
	31    7       6
	6 John Hughes   
	41      0       0

	5 Mr. Jones
	31   17      6
	11 Mr. Williams
	93     10      0

	6 Mr. Williams
	55     0      0
	3 John Hughes
	22      6       0

	2 Morris
	14   18      0
	2    ?       ?  
	13     13      0

	6 Mr. John Lloyd
	56     0      0
	4 Richard Hughes 
	28      10      0

	3 Roberts
	20     7      6
	5 Runts
	34      13      0

	3 Mr. Jones
	22     9      0
	 
	----------------

	5 Thomas
	37     5      0
	31
	£233    17    0

	 
	---------------
	Charges by Lewis
	      2      1    4

	34
	£269   4     6
	 
	-----------------

	 
	----------------
	 
	£235     18    4

	 
	 
	Will
	               5    0

	 
	 
	 
	------------------

	 
	 
	 
	£236      3     4

	 
	 
	 
	------------------


  

	SALES (At Market Harborough)
	 
	Charges for Harborough April 29th 1822
	 

	 
	£          s.    d.
	 
	£       s.       d.

	10 Mr. Marsters
	104     17   0
	By W. Lewis
	1      16      6

	12 Mr. Irons
	107       0   0  
	Voelas
	-        2       6

	6 Mr. Lovell
	50       10   0 
	My charges
	1       1       0

	3 Mr. Calls
	26       17   0 
	At four Crosses
	2       1       0

	10 Mr. Watson
	69        0    0
	Paid at Widmarsh
	2       6       6

	6 Mr. Bee
	47       10   0
	At Lutterworth
	2       11      6

	10 Mr. Bramley
	79       10   0
	John Newbutt, wages
	2        2       0

	10 Mr. Aston
	99        9    0
	Paid J. Rowlatt
	12      16     0

	 
	----------------
	Paid Will       
	2       10      0

	 
	586    16    0
	Gate to Harborough
	-         2       6

	 
	----------------
	Fair Field
	-        12      0

	 
	 
	 Men
	-         l0      6

	 
	 
	Paid Old Will
	 2       5       0

	 
	 
	Charges at Harborough 
	-         2       6

	 
	 
	At Lubenham 
	5        8       0

	 
	 
	Shoing mare
	-         2       6

	 
	 
	To meet beast
	-         8       0

	 
	 
	 Paid Will
	2       12      6

	 
	 
	 
	----------------

	 
	 
	 
	39      0       6

	 
	 
	 
	----------------


                                                 

It is interesting to compare this dealer's profit of some 8/6 per head of beasts sold with the returns calculated from the Johnathon accounts of 1862-65 which are outlined in the table below. The figures refer to cattle sold in the fairs of Leicester, 

It is interesting to compare this dealer's profit of some 8/6 per head of beasts sold with the returns calculated from the Johnathon accounts of 1862-65 which are outlined in the table below. The figures refer to cattle sold in the fairs of Leicester, Lutterworth, Market Harborough, Northampton, Rugby, Chelmsford, Kingston, Horsham and East Grinstead. 

MONTHLY PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 1862-65  

[only sales for which full records are available are included]   

                                   Number of        Average                Average                 Average Recorded            Average Profit
             Period          Purchases      Purchase Price      Sale Price               Expenses per head            or loss per head 

·          1862                £                      £                             £                                  £                                      £ 

·         March           107                 9.02                       10.05                             0.86                                0.17 

·         April             130                 7.34                        8.43                              0.38                                0.71 

·         May              228                  7.33                        8.26                             0.47                                 0.46 

·         June                80                  6.80                        7.25                             0.58                                 0.13 

·         July                28                  6.60                         7.14                             0.57                                0.03 

·         August            82                  7.77                        8.44                              0.21                                0.46 

·         September      80                  6.44                        7.24                              0.30                                0.50 

·         October        257                  6.39                        7.28                              0.33                                0.56 

·         November    219                  5.94                         6.64                             0.32                                0.38 

The figures for 1863, 1864 & 1865 have not been extracted. 

The ancient tradition of droving across the hills of Wales, deep into the heart of England, ended with the extension of the railway from Nuneaton to Shrewsbury in 1856. The droves which had previously converged on Hereford, Kington and Ludlow and thence to the Midlands and South East of England, now headed for Shrewsbury where they were unceremoniously loaded into railway trucks for the remainder of the journey. The knell finally tolled for the traditional Welsh drover when the railway extended to Pembroke, Holyhead and Aberystwyth in the 1860's, and droving became a simple matter of taking cattle from the local fair to the nearest railway station. 45  However, traditions die hard, and many elderly Welsh people still relate tales of the drovers and the romance of the road into England. It is hoped to record some of these tales together with details of the drovers' routes in subsequent articles. 

RICHARD COLYER 

Aberystwyth 
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Welsh Cattle Drovers in the Nineteenth Century - 2

Richard Colyer National Library of Wales journal. 1974, Summer. Volume XVIII/3 

OUR present knowledge of most aspects of the 19th century cattle trade between Wales and England is based largely upon local tradition which, although highly reliable in many cases, is hardly a substitute for authenticated manuscript material. Unfortunately, however, the diaries, account books and other manuscripts which have survived are few and far between. Indeed, after a careful search of libraries and Records Offices throughout Wales, only some half dozen nineteenth century cattle drovers' account books have come to light, of which only one set of accounts are sufficiently detailed to provide a comprehensive record of transactions over a period of time. The other material, while providing information concerning the routes taken by the drovers, casts little light upon the financial aspects of the cattle trade. In the absence of an abundance of documentary evidence, it is virtually impossible to determine the extent to which the cattle trade was carried out by capitalist entrepreneurs with a large business turnover as opposed to small time operators, such as failed farmers and their workers. It is known, however, that many farmers were extensively involved in the trade at times of the year when the labour requirement of their farms was low, and when they could leave the holding in the charge of family members or farm servants. It is perhaps reasonable to assume that these small 'seasonal' dealers with severely limited capital resources and lack of expertise in the fine art of buying cattle, would have had relatively little influence upon the volume of the trade, and would have presented little serious competition to such men as David Jonathan of Dihewyd whose accounts are mentioned in Part 1 of this series and are also used extensively in the present paper. 1 

Some indication of the widespread activities and movements of the drovers in the Midland and South Eastern regions of England may be gauged from Figure I, in which the principal routes recorded in the accounts of four dealer / drovers are shown.   2, 3, 4, 5. 

Figure I is, of ourse, by no means exhaustive, there being various other important routes from the Principality, some of which are mentioned by K. J. Bonser in his interesting, if somewhat restricted account of the trade. 6  It would be extraordinarily difficult to produce a completely comprehensive map of the movements of the Welsh drovers through England. Apart from the problems of identifying drove roads today, the extent of the activities of the drovers was such that a small army of research workers would be required to carry out the field work necessary to accurately plot the routes in detail. However, given that the recourses( sic), the time and the enthusiasm for such field work were available, many of the existing gaps in current knowledge could be filled, by relating field evidence to clues provided by manuscript and cartographic material. The Welsh Road, so admirably described and mapped by Mr. John Drew some years ago, 7  is a typical example of an existing.................... 



Figure I

[image: image1.png]



There is a legend with this diagram to illustrate which drover went where but which is too obscure to directly copy.
An alternative narrative description is; 

· (a filled in black circle) Roderick Roderick 1838/9 

· (a filled in black triangle) George Edmonds c 1870 

· (a clear triangle) David Jonathan 1840, 1880 

· (a filled in black square) David Davies 1838 



.............. country road possessing all the characteristics of an old drover's route; the wide grass verges, the abundance of local tales concerning the drovers, and the numerous 'Welsh' place and field names readily identify the original purpose of the lane. The Welsh road runs from Brownhills, through the rich grazing pastures of the Midlands, to Southam and thence via Culworth and Sulgrave to Buckingham. 

The Welsh road, which is mentioned as such in the Enclosure Award for Helmdon of 1758 and also the Greatworth Tithe Commissioner's Map,   8   is particularly rich in place names, the nature of which directly link the road with the cattle droving trade. Thus we find a Welshman's Hill near Castle Bromwich, and a Welsh Meadow some three miles south east of Halesowen,  9  while Welsh Road Farm, Welsh Road Bridge, Welsh Road Meadow and Welsh Road Gorse lie between Offchurch and Priors Hardick. The Welsh Road is traversed, near Culworth, by the Banbury Lane 10 which can still be traced back into Gloucestershire and no doubt connected with the ancient route from the Aust passage across the Severn. It is not possible to determine when the Welsh road became established as a drove route. It is however, recorded among the Constable's accounts in the Parish Records of Helmdon in 1687, that a sum of money was. given, '... to a poor Welshman who fell sick on his journey driving beasts to London,'   11  while almost two hundred and fifty years earlier, John Broome of Baddesley Clinton purchased 'twelve oxen off Gruff Hope Wallace' 12 f rom a drove en route from Birmingham to the Midland grazing pastures, and which might reasonably have been expected to pass down the Welsh Road. 

Local tradition contends that the drovers passing down the Welsh Road frequently watered their cattle at a pond outside the village of Priors Hardwick known locally as 'Cowpool'. Superficially there is nothing particularly unusual about this name. However, a pond or water-filled hollow in this locality is almost invariably termed a 'pit' and thus an isolated occurrence of the word 'pool' would seem to indicate a non-local derivation of this term. The similarity in pronunciation between the Welsh 'pwll' and the English 'pool' suggests that the name 'cowpool' may have arisen as a result of a corruption of the Welsh name given to the pond during the droving era. Other place names provide useful indications of the possible existence of drover's routes. Of and the English 'pool' suggests that the name 'cowpool' may have arisen as a result of a corruption of the Welsh name given to the pond during the droving era. Other place names provide useful indications of the possible existence of drover's routes. Of particular interest is the widespread occurrence of villages and hamlets with a 'London' element in their names. For example, there is a 'London End' in the villages of Priors Hardwick and Upper Boddington, both of which lay alongside the Welsh Road, while 'Little London' villages and farms are widely distributed throughout the southern part of England. Several examples, from the first edition 6 inch Ordanance Survey Maps, are given below: 

· S.P. 29     Lechlade                             ) 

· S.O. 34     Staunton-on-Wye Glos.      )  Glos 

· S.O. 32     Huntley                               ) 

· S. W.39    Stanford-in-the Vale, Berks 

· S.O. 90     Rushock (Kidderminster) Worcs. 

· S.P. 61      Near  Thame, Bucks. 

· S.P. 64     Silverstone, Northants 

· S.P. 80     Wendover, Hants 

It is certainly not coincidental that these 'London' names occur almost invariably in localities known to have been frequented by the Welsh drovers. A subsequent.................... 

................... article will show that the distribution of 'Little London', 'Llundain fach' and 'Llundain fechan', in Wales is directly related to the presence nearby of an established drovers' route. 13  It is possible, and indeed likely, that the 'London' villages in England were so named by the drovers after the metropolis to which they were frequent visitors. The 'Little London' distribution in Gloucestershire, together with the comments of travellers like Cobbett who describes how he, 'met between Cricklade and Cirencester in separate droves about 2000 Welsh cattle on their way to the fairs in Sussex',   14 suggests regular cattle movements through this county. It is highly likely that the cattle met by Cobbett were following Ermine Street, to Liddington where they would join the ancient Ridgeway and travel peacefully to Sussex, untroubled by toll-gates and well supplied with wayside grazing. Another route to the Ridgeway involved following the 'Welsh Way', a lane which leaves the Gloucester-Cirencester road before Duntisbourne and passes through Barnsley and Ready Token to Fairford and Lechlade, eventually joining the Ridgeway near Wantage. Apart from its name, positive evidence linking this road with the Welsh cattle trade is provided by the accounts of the Rev. Charles Coxwell of Barnsley. On October 28th 1782, Coxwell received £1. 7.  0, '... for the use of 3 acres one night for 50 head of Welsh cattle', while on November 6th of the same year he recorded a payment of 12/-, 'for a small drove of Welsh cattle'. 15  Other tracks in the south-west Midlands known to have been regularly used by the drovers, include the 'Grene Way' near Woodstock, 16  and the 'Grene Lane,' Northleach, while at Stratford-upon-Avon, a seventeenth century proposal for an act of Parliament to obtain bridge tolls specifically mentions Welsh sheep. 17  Droves of cattle 18  and sheep moving through Gloucestershire and Berkshire were generally en route for the great fairs of Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire, of which Blackwater, Farnham, Steyning, Stockbridge, Wendover, Alresford, Shoreham, Selsey, Horsebridge and Pevensey were among the more important. 19  The fairs of Blackwater (November 8th) and Farnham (November l0th) were reached by way of the 'Welsh Ride' which traversed the heath north of Farnborough, while a 'Welsh Drove' ran from Blackwater in a north-westerly direction for Newbury. 20  'The Drove Road' from Guildford, through Albury and Ewehurst and thence to Horsham was taken by cattle moving across the Hog's Back to Horsham fair. 21  Both manuscript and printed sources bear witness to the operations of the drovers in the south-eastern and home counties. The probate inventories of seventeenth and early eighteenth century Essex contain abundant references to Welsh cattle as do eighteenth and nineteenth century farm accounts of that area. 22  In 1776, for example, an Essex farmer recorded purchasing Welsh 'runts' from Evan Jones in Epping fair, 23  while the names of Evan Thomas, Cadwalladr, William Williams and Griffith Williams feature in the toll returns for Brentwood Fair of 1780. 24 Towards the end of the nineteenth century, Welshmen still attended the November Fair at Hertford, and Barnet Fair continued to maintain its centuries-old tradition of being a gathering place for the Welsh drovers. 25  Other drovers, such as Roderick Roderick of Porthyrhyd (c. 1838) penetrated deep into................. 

...................the heart of Kent, 26  while Marshall had seen many Pembrokeshire cattle on the roads around Maidstone in October, '... some going to the upland districts, other to the marshes'. 27 

The fmely written accounts of the Jonathan family of Dihewyd in Cardiganshire provide a good example of the wide ranging activities of a single family of dealers, who sold cattle at fairs throughout the midland and south-eastern counties of England. The accounts, which cover the period 1839-1880, are written in the hands of David and Thomas Jonathan. 28 The growth in the scale of the business, which primarily involved the buying and selling of 3-4 year old black cattle, is shown in Figure II (not extracted). 29 The figure reveals that, in spite of annual fluctuations, there was a steady increase in both the numbers of purchases and the cash expenditure until the late 1870's. Subsequently there was a steep decline in business activity, related perhaps to a combination of the severe depression which was now beginning to affect livestock farmers, together with increasing pressure of competition from Irish imports. In addition to buying and selling on their own account, it is clear from various entries in o a combination of the severe depression which was now beginning to affect livestock farmers, together with increasing pressure of competition from Irish imports. In addition to buying and selling on their own account, it is clear from various entries in the notebooks and from several letters among the material, that the Jonathans acted from time to time as buyers on commission. Thus a letter to David Jonathan from William Grey of Leatherhead, requested the former to advise him as to the cost of buying Welsh cattle and delivering them to Leatherhead. The Jonathans adopted this practice regularly after the mid 1860's, presumably on account of the saving in fair tolls and charges which arose from direct selling on a 'contract' basis. The Rev. J. E. Evans noted that commission buying was practised during the first decade of the century. 30 The Anglesey dealer, John Evans, active in the eighteen eighties, not only purchased cattle on commission, but also acted as salesman for a prominent local farmer, one William Williams. He received for his services £ 150 per year together with a rent-free house, summer grass and winter keep for two cows, ten quarters of oats and three tons of hay for the upkeep of his horse. The conditions of the contract drawn up by Williams stipulated that, '... all cattle going from my farm in Anglesey to England for sale go up with Mr. Evans and only expenses charged upon them '. 31 

During the period prior to 1850, the Jonathans' purchases were assembled at various points in Cardiganshire and driven across Wales into England, having previously been shod. Indeed, even after the Jonathans had begun to exploit the Shrewsbury railhead in the late 1850's, the animals were still shod before commencing the 80 mile journey to Shrewsbury. Thus, throughout the early 1860's entries such as 'Paid John for shoeing 192 beast; £9 12 0', 'Paid David Tregaron for shoeing 44 beast; £3 4 0', 'shoeing 100 beast; £5' and 'throwing 64 beasts; £3 8 0', occur regularly. It would seem that shoeing of 'trucked' cattle was undertaken primarily to alleviate any loss of condition which might result from the driving of cattle from fair to fair upon disembarking in England. The original assembly points for the droves depended upon the area of the country in which the cattle were purchased. Animals bought in South Cardiganshire, Pembrokeshire and Carmarthenshire converged on Tregaron whence they were driven across the................ 

....................mountains to enter England via Herefordshire. Cattle from north Cardiganshire were usually gathered in Llanbadarn, and eventually driven northwards to Shrewsbury. The details of these routes will be included in a subsequent article. 

Figure II  in the form of a graph with axes 'Cattle Numbers Purchased/Cash Outlay' is not extracted, heading ' Scale of the Business'

In order to get his cattle safely to England, David Jonathan employed several drovers, in addition to his brother Thomas who acted as salesman. By the late 1840's David Rees was employed as head drover, assisted by John and Timothy Lloyd, Charles Jones and Evan Evans, while in the 1860's the names of Thomas Lewis, Robert Richards, Timothy Evans, John Evans and John Williams regularly feature in the accounts. The tavern expenses of these individuals were usually met by the dealers and formed a significant element in the total costs which had to be set against the dealer's margin. A typical account of expenses incurred by David Rees and Charles Jones in taking a drove from Tregaron to Essex in 1840 is set out below: 



	Account to David
	 
	Account to Charles
	 

	 
	s d
	 
	s d 

	Abergwesyn tavern
	1 0
	 
	1 0

	Newbridge      '' 
	1 0
	 
	1 0

	Bontfriog (?)   '' 
	1 5
	 
	0 6

	Eardisland       '' 
	5 0
	 
	.

	Westinton House
	0 7 
	 
	0 7

	Bontwillt tavern 
	0 4 
	 
	2 6

	Broadway (bread)
	0 6 
	Stanton Inn 
	0 4 1/2

	Birmingham Wells 
	0 8 1/2
	Moreton-in-Marsh
	5 6

	William Wells 
	3 0
	Birmingham Wells
	0 8 1 2

	Elstow 
	0 9
	Wellingborough
	2 0

	Walton 
	1 0
	William Wells 
	5 0

	Ongar
	3 0
	Elstow
	0 9

	Chelmsford 
	1 0
	Ongar
	2 6

	? 
	2 0
	Chelmsford
	2 6

	 
	-----------
	 
	-----------

	 
	£1- 1-3 1/2
	 
	£1-17-1 (?)

	Add
	£3-11-8 1/2
	 
	£2 -5-0  +

	 
	-----------
	 
	-----------

	                              Settle
	£4-13-0
	                            Settle
	£3-12-1 (?)




The sums appended to the total expenses refer to the wages of the drovers, which at this time were paid on the basis of approximately 2/- per day, supplemented by a lump sum to provide for the needs of the drover on the return journey to Wales. Thus among the accounts of Roderick Roderick are recorded such entries as, '... been in work at Narberth Fair for 24 days, £2  8  0 and return 6/-, or '... John Edwards has been 14 days at 2/- per day and return £1 14 0'. The dealer himself incurred substantial expenses both at the assembly points in Wales, and also on his travels around the English fairs. It was often convenient to assemble droves of both cattle and pigs at Llanbadarn Fawr outside Aberystwyth, and according to their accounts the Johnathons frequently exploited the good offices of the Black Lion Inn on such occasions. This hostelry, under the proprietorship ...................... 

...................... of one Evan Killin, clearly provided a variety of useful services for the dealers, as evidenced by the following bill from 1851: 



	 
	 
	£    s       d

	May 13th 
	To 2 meals 1/4, ale 10d; oats 6d 
	-    2       8

	 
	Hay 
	-   14      0

	 
	Vetch peas
	-   12      0

	Nov 25th 
	Cash lent to Thos. Jonathan 
	6    0       0

	 
	Oats for lean pig
	-     2      0

	 
	Cash lent to David Jonathan
	5    0      0

	 
	Sold 2 pigs to       ''
	3   12     0

	 
	Expenses on 2 pigs
	-     9      7

	Dec. 29th 
	Expenses on 2 pigs 
	1     0     5

	 
	Cash lent  
	-    11     6

	 
	Expenses, E. Evans 6 meals 4/-, ale 1/10
	-     5    10

	 
	 
	----------------

	 
	 
	18  10    0

	 
	Less Cash from Thos.
	 6     2    6

	 
	 
	-----------------

	 
	Total
	12    8    0 (?)




The personal expenditure incurred by the dealers in travelling to the English fairs tended to increase in parallel with the expansion of trading activities in the 1850's. By this time they frequently travelled around the midland and south eastern counties by rail, and entries like '... my expense and train fare from Chelmsford to London and back to Romford, £1 3 6' (1856) and '. . . my train from Welford to Harborough and back to Welford, 7/6' (1863) feature from time to time. The first suggestion of the railway being used for long distance transportation of cattle occurs in 1856, when the railway was extended from Nuneaton to Shrewsbury. The creation of a railhead at Shrewsbury was soon followed by a change in the direction taken by the Jonathans' cattle across Wales. Instead of crossing the mountains into Herefordshire, the route, by the late fifties, involved heading directly for Shrewsbury via Welshpool. By 1863 the railway had reached Machynlleth, extending to Aberystwyth in the following year. 32  As a result, in the years after 1865 cattle travelled directly to Shrewsbury from mid-Wales, and, as a subsequent article will reveal, overall droving costs were significantly reduced. 

The geographical distribution of the fairs and markets attended by the Jonathans for the purchase of their cattle is shown in Figure III, while the percentage of purchases from different centres over the period covered by the accounts is set out in Table I. 



TABLE I 

         PERCENTAGE OF PURCHASES FROM DIFFERENT CENTRES   

	CENTRE
	TOTAL
PURCHASES
	% of TOTAL.
PURCHASES
IN PERIOD
1839/46
	% of TOTAL.
PURCHASES
IN PERIOD
1849/62
	% of TOTAL.
PURCHASES
IN PERIOD
1863/69
	% of TOTAL.
PURCHASES
IN PERIOD
1876/82

	N. EMLYN
	2681
	7  
	3  
	40
	50

	LLEDROD
	387
	22
	12
	41
	25

	TREGARON
	138
	l00 
	-
	-
	-

	ABERYSTWYTH
	1134
	3
	47
	7 
	43

	PENCARREG
	416
	28
	16
	48
	8

	ABERGWILI 
	559
	20
	55
	20
	5

	HAVERFORDWEST
	2551
	10
	12
	33
	45

	NARBERTH
	579
	22
	-
	40
	38

	MAENCLOCHOG 
	129
	25
	-
	56
	19

	LLANDALIS
	501
	19
	55
	13
	12

	CARDIGAN 
	543
	-
	-
	-
	100

	CARMARTHEN 
	521
	-
	-
	92
	8

	LLANBRYNMAIR
	320
	10
	86
	-
	4

	TALSARN
	416
	16
	73
	6
	5

	MACHYNLLETH 
	2220
	-
	40
	 45
	15

	DINAS MAWDDWY
	763
	-
	85
	15
	-

	ABERAERON AND  'ABOUT COUNTY'
	3072
	-
	28
	45
	27

	DOLGELLAU 
	452
	-
	80 
	3 
	17

	CAPELCYNON
	425
	-
	46
	28
	26

	LLANBADARN
	713
	-
	23
	67
	17

	EGLWYSWRW
	456
	-
	-
	-
	 l00

	LLANIDLOES 
	81 
	-
	56    
	44   
	-

	LLANARTH 
	630 
	-
	14 
	34
	52

	PONTRHYDFENDIGAID
	358
	-
	49
	51
	-

	LLANRHYSTYD 
	189 
	-
	100
	-
	-

	WELSHPOOL
	134
	-
	18
	82
	-

	RHAYADER 
	36
	-
	72
	28
	-

	LAMPETER 
	406
	-
	14
	63
	23

	CILGERRAN
	1056
	-
	5
	35
	60

	HENFEDDAU 
	515
	-
	15
	45
	40

	LLANYBYDDER
	273
	-
	-
	86
	14




Table II -  has not been extracted. It shows'Cattle Purchases from Different fairs at Different Periods of the Year' by % in each quarter. The Fairs or Centres are the same ones as in Table I with the same Total Purchases figures for each one.



Figure III -  has not been extracted. It is a (difficult to read) geographic diagram showing the 'Distribution of Fairs Attended by the Jonathans' - appear to be the same places shown in Table 1 above.



During the first period purchases were almost exclusively from South Cardiganshire, Carmarthenshire and Pembrokeshire with only the occasional visit to Montgomeryshire. However, as the scale of the business increased in the late forties so did the 'catchment area' for cattle expanded, the Jonathans and their buyer / drovers travelling as far afield as Dolgellau and Welshpool. Although a large number of cattle were still being purchased in the southern fairs, particularly those of Newcastle Emlyn, Abergwili and Haverfordwest, the dominant feature of this second period was the growth in importance of Aberystwyth and Machynlleth as centres of purchase. It is during this period also that purchases from Aberaeron and 'about the county' are first recorded. It appears that 'about the county' refers to purchases made directly from farmers and from the smaller local fairs of North Cardiganshire. The third and fourth periods witnessed further expansion in the volume of purchases from Newcastle Emlyn, Haverfordwest, Narberth and..................... 

...................... Aberaeron, together with the other southern fairs of Henfeddau and Cilgerran. The continuing importance of Aberystwyth and Machynlleth was doubtless related to the existence by this time, of railway facilities at these two centres. In Table II (not extracted) the accounts are presented on the basis of the proportion of total purchases from different fairs at various periods of the year. In general there were relatively few purchases during the first quarter of the year, any s. In Table II (not extracted) the accounts are presented on the basis of the proportion of total purchases from different fairs at various periods of the year. In general there were relatively few purchases during the first quarter of the year, any acquisitions during this period almost invariably being made in March. The low level of purchases at this time was related to the requirement for store cattle by the English graziers and fatteners, which in the late winter months was almost non-existent. acquisitions during this period almost invariably being made in March. The low level of purchases at this time was related to the requirement for store cattle by the English graziers and fatteners, which in the late winter months was almost non-existent. Cattle required for straw and turnip feeding would have been purchased during the Autumn, while demand for animals.................... 



Figure IV  -  has not been extracted. It is a geographic diagram of the principal sales centres in England visited by the Jonathans. (see text below)



Figure V - has not been extracted. It is a bar chart showing 'Percentage of Sales 1832-39' at various Fairs in England. The largest by far being Northampton followed by Market Harboro with  Leicester, Rugby and Lutterworth the next largest in that order.



..................to stock the fattening pastures tended to grow only when Spring grass became available. Moreover, the long distance driving of cattle at this time of the year presented very real problems, particularly with regard to obtaining forage 

..................to stock the fattening pastures tended to grow only when Spring grass became available. Moreover, the long distance driving of cattle at this time of the year presented very real problems, particularly with regard to obtaining forage en route. Roadside grazing would be of little value during the winter months, in consequence of which it would have been necessary to purchase substantial quantities of hay at a time of the year when supplies were beginning to ebb. Thus would the expenses of the drove be increased and the profit margin narrowed. It is significant that where substantial numbers of cattle were procured during this period, they were purchased from farms within close proximity to the dealers' home farm. It is likely, therefore, that the Jonathans bought cattle relatively cheaply during the late winter months as food was beginning to get scarce, holding them on the home farm until they were eventually sold on the bouyant spring market. Almost one third of the total purchases were made between April and June at a time when the English grazing pastures were coming into full production and the demand for store cattle was increasing. At this time the Jonathans and their drovers scoured the country between Haverfordwest and Dinas Mawddwy to make their purchases. Over the three months from July to September, however, there was a significant decline in the number of cattle purchases, related once again to a deterioration in the demand for store animals over the summer months when fields would normally be fully stocked. It was not until the later part of September ............................. 

......................... and thence into October and November that purchases increased once more in anticipation of the demand for cattle both from the yard feeders of the home counties, and from graziers wishing to clear their pastures of surplus summer grass. The types of cattle required in the Autumn by these two classes of purchaser were rather different. Thus the yard feeder was looking for a store animal which would fatten on roots, hay and straw over the winter months, while the grazier favoured the lighter upland 'runts' which were renowned for their ability to process coarse late summer grass. It is interesting to note that the dealers bought comparatively few cattle at the autumn fairs of Newcastle Emlyn, Haverfordwest and the Aberaeron area, all of which were important sources of supply throughout the earlier periods of the year. This may reflect seasonal changes in the supply of cattle to these markets, or alternatively the unsuitability of local cattle types to the purposes of the Jonathans' clients. 

While a substantial proportion of their cattle were sold in the south eastern counties, particularly during the autumn months, the Jonathans disposed of the large majority of their animals at the fairs of Northamptonshire, southern Leicestershire and eastern Warwickshire. The distribution of the principle sale centres is given in Figure IV, while Figure V sets out the mean percentage of sales at different centres over the period 1856-1869, for which full records are available. The histogram does not relate to total sales, for in many cases the name of the purchaser rather than the locality appears in the accounts. Nonetheless, the importance of the principal markets and fairs of Northampton, Leicester and Market Harborough is clearly emphasised. The account books suggest that the dealers usually attended at these centres in the first instance, only moving to the smaller fairs when demand, and thus prices, were particularly favourable. Furthermore close inspection of the entries for individual years reveals that there was no consistent increase or decrease in sales at any centre over the period covered by the accounts. The village of Spratton, first mentioned in the 1840's, features frequently in the account books, and appears to have been used as a collecting point for droves of cattle destined for the various Midland markets. As Figure IV shows, this village, by virtue of its close proximity to the major market centres, was ideally suited to this purpose. The importance of Spratton increased further in the mid 1860's when the dealers took over 149 acres of grazing land at a rental of £450 per annum. 33  The possession of this land provided them with an opportunity to hold cattle during low price periods and to await the advent of more profitable markets, without being forced to buy expensive grass keeping. Furthermore it enabled them to avoid the trouble and expense of attending the smaller market centres by providing a 'fall-back' area for cattle which remained unsold after the principal markets. In this context it is apparent that the dealers' visits to the smaller fairs of Hallaton, Rothwell and Boughton Green became less frequent after the acquisition of the Spratton land. 



Table III

This shows ' Percentages of Sales in Midland Markets and Fairs per Month' (over 12 months) in the period 1856-69. The only figures extracted here are the total sales for each centre which follow the place name. 

· Northampton 2453 

· Rugby 614 

· Leicester 1949 

· Lutterworth 392 

· Market Harborough 1648 

· Uppingham  110 

· Hallaton 219 

· Rothwell 234 

· Boughton Green 212 

· Daventry 261 

· Long Buckby 28 

· Spratton 117 



The table above, which sets out the monthly distribution of cattle disposals in the various midland outlets, emphasises the great importance of spring sales in this region. Indeed, more than two-thirds of the Jonathans' sales in the midland grazing region were made between April and June. Subsequently the volume of sales declined throughout the summer months, increasing again in October, and thereby reflecting demand for beasts for Autumn depasturing. A large proportion of the cattle sold in the midlands at the latter end of the year were disposed of in the fairs of Rugby and Market Harborough, towns which lay deep in the heart of the traditional 'fattening pasture' country where farmers were particularly careful to ensure that their fields were grazed bare before the coming of the winter frosts. 34  It is interesting to compare Table III with Figure VI upon which are plotted the monthly movements of cattle through various toll gates in Wales and England. While it may not be strictly accurate to assume that Figure VI relates directly to cattle movements to and from local fairs, it does indicate a consistent pattern in which peak numbers of animals on the road occur in the Spring and Autumn months. 

The components of the cost structure of the cattle trade are perhaps best discussed with reference to the inventories of expenses listed in the account books of several dealer / drovers who were active during the pre-railway period. The three inventories set out below are taken from the Jonathan accounts of 1839 and from .................... 

.................. the papers of Roderick Roderick of Porthyrhyd, a dealer whose trading accounts cover the period 1838-39. 



Figure VI - has not been extracted. It is a graph styled 'Monthly Cattle Movements' (axes are Numbers/Months) 



                          October 1839 - Jonathan Accounts

	 
	s. d.
	 
	s. d.

	Cwmdulas House 
	5 0
	Southam tavern
	18-0

	Abergwesyn Tavern 
	15-0
	Warwick gate
	2 6

	Boy drive the beast 
	2 0
	Windmill tavern
	18-0

	Newbridge Tavern 
	0 6 
	Windmill gate
	2 0

	Llandrindod grass 
	13-6
	Daventry grass
	14-6

	Smith, tavern 
	0 6
	Daventry tavern
	3 7

	Smith, grass 
	17-0 
	Daventry gate 
	5 0

	Maesyfed gate
	1 6
	Northampton tavern
	18-0

	Pay John for shoeing
	1-1-0
	Northampton gate 
	2 6

	Kington gate 
	3 0
	Wellingboro' gate
	2 6

	Kington grass 
	18-0
	Wellingboro' gate 
	2 6

	Half-the-road gate 
	3 0
	Wellingboro' tavern
	13-6

	Llanllern gate
	2 6
	William Wells tavern
	8 6

	Westinton grass
	1-0-0
	? gate
	2 6

	Westinton grass 
	5 9
	Elstow tavern
	1-19-0

	Westinton gate
	3 0
	Elstow tavern
	1-10-6

	Bromyard gate 
	3 6
	Man mind beasts
	1 6

	Bontwillt gate
	2 3
	Egin tavern
	16-6

	Bontwillt tavern 
	17-3
	Egin gate
	1 6

	Worcester gate
	5 0
	Hertford tavern
	2 6

	Worcester tavern 
	0 6 
	Hertford gate
	2 6

	Worcester 
	2 6
	Stansted tavern
	13-3

	Wilbercastle tavern
	18-0
	Ongar grass
	1-2-0

	Wilbercastle gate 
	2 9
	Ongar tavern
	5 0

	Stratford grass 
	14-6
	Chelmsford 
	1-0- 0

	Stratford tavern 
	3 0
	Other expenses at fair and return 
home
	2-0-4
2-0-4

	Stratford gate 
	2 6
	 
	 

	Warwick tavern 
	18-3
	 
	-----------

	 
	 
	 
	£24 11 5


                           EXPENSES -SEPTEMBER 10th 1838

                              (Roderick Roderick NLW 11706A) 

	 
	s d
	 
	s d

	Lampeter gate 
	0 4
	Ledbury gate
	4 2

	Cwmann gate
	0 10
	Beer
	1 0

	Beer at Porthyrhyd
	2 0
	Allowance at Folly
	0 9

	Llanfair-ar-y-bryn gate
	5 5
	Cash to D. Williams 
	2 6

	Shoes and nails
	2 0
	Cash to D. Davies
	0 9

	Grass at Talgarth 
	11-6
	Hollybush gate
	2 10

	Beer and lodgings
	1 6
	Bridge gate
	2 10

	Allowance 
	1 0
	Tewkesbury gate 
	2 10

	Beer
	2 0
	Doddington gate
	2 10

	Grass at Pugh's 
	16-0
	Shoes and nails
	1 0

	Beer and lodgings
	1 6
	Lent at Croydon
	2 9

	Allowance
	0 9 
	Expence paid
	4 0

	Keep for mare
	4 6
	Grass at Staplehurst
	4 3

	Rhydspence gate
	2 9
	Staplehurst gate
	2 10

	Willersley gate
	2 9
	Cranbrook gate
	2 10

	Hadmore gate 
	2 11
	Cranbrook grass
	8  9

	Grass 
	16-0
	Beer and lodgings
	2  6

	Beer and lodgings 
	2 9
	Hire man 
	2  9

	Shoe the mare 
	1 0
	Beer for man
	0 6

	Brockhall gate
	2 11
	Fair and field 
	1 4

	Shoes and nails
	2 0
	Fair gate
	0 7

	Grass at Hereford 
	16-0
	Grass at Sandway
	3 0

	Beer and lodgings 
	2 9
	Beer and lodging
	0 10

	Hereford gate  
	2 11
	Gate
	0 7 1/2

	Tarrington gate 
	4 2
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	-----------

	 
	 
	 
	£8-10-10 1/2


                  EXPENSES FROM HEREFORD TO S.E. ENGLAND 

                            (1838 Roderick Roderick NLW 11706A)  

	 
	s d 
	 
	s d

	Hereford gate
	3 8 
	Allowance (?) 
	0 9

	Hereford grass
	17-6
	Grass at Moreton
	13-6

	Beer and lodgings
	2 6
	Beer and lodgings
	2 9

	Gate 
	3 8
	Moreton gate
	4 0

	Shoeing horse
	2 0
	Beer at Rollwright
	0 9

	? 
	0 9
	Grass
	17-9

	Tarrington gate
	5 0
	Beer and lodgings
	2 9

	? gate 
	4 10
	Adderbury gate
	3 9

	Grass at Ledbury
	17-6 
	Beer at 'Barleymow'
	0 9

	Beer and lodgings 
	2 9
	Croughton gate
	3 8

	? 
	0 6 
	Beer at Buckingham
	1 9

	Nails and shoes 
	3 0
	Beer at Singlebury (?)
	0 9

	Beer at 'Duke' 
	0 9
	Grass at Leighton Buzzard
	6 8

	Hollybush gate 
	3 10
	Beer and lodgings 
	1 11

	Bridge gate 
	3 9
	Paid Evan Williams
	1-12-0

	Tewkesbury gate
	3 9
	Grass at Hitchin
	12-0

	Grass at Tewkesbury
	11 8
	Beer at Hitchin
	1 6

	Beer and lodgings 
	2 9
	Cash to David
	5 0

	Doddington gate 
	3 9
	 
	---------

	 
	 
	 
	£14-4-8




John Smith, the farmer in George Sturt's classic, 'A Farmer's Life', who often met the Welsh drovers en route for the fairs of Blackwater and Farnham, contended that '... they'd lose a day goin' round sooner'n they'd pass a gate' 35   Similarly, ........ 

............. the Hereford Journal of 1859 refers to 'the great abhorrence of the Radnorshire men for a tollgate'. Notwithstanding, it is clear from the references to gate charges in the Jonathan and Roderick material that these dealers, both of whom were in a sizeable way of business, were taking their cattle to the English fairs by way of the turnpike roads. In the majority of cases, the turnpike road represented the most direct means of communication between central England and the western and central counties of Wales. However, it was necessary to offset the advantages to be gained from the efficient and relatively rapid movement along the turnpike roads against the overhead costs represented by tollgate charges. Analysis of the Jonathan accounts shows that between Tregaron / Worcester, Aberystwyth / Shrewsbury and Northampton, toll charges amounted to rather more than one shilling per beast, in the eighteen forties and early fifties. This figure represented approximately 8 per cent of the total overhead costs at this time, reducing to 5 per cent during the late fifties and early sixties when the Shrewsbury railhead was being exploited. No doubt the use of the turnpike roads by comparison with the tortuous and often treacherous tracks across open mountain reduced the time taken to reach the English fairs. Accordingly it might be argued that drovers using the turnpikes were able to arrive in good time at the fairs of the Midlands and thus to secure more favourable prices for their beasts, than their fellows who preferred to follow the less direct routes via the drove and drifts ways. Moreover, clod cattle travelling at a steady two miles per hour along a well maintained turnpike road would almost certainly have lost less body condition than animals fellows who preferred to follow the less direct routes via the drove and drifts ways. Moreover, clod cattle travelling at a steady two miles per hour along a well maintained turnpike road would almost certainly have lost less body condition than animals driven across the rocky upland tracks where grazing was sparse and where the severe inclines would have been likely to impose considerable stresses. Defoe emphasised the importance and 'great value' of road improvement in Wales by which, '... the fat cattle will drive lighter and come to market with less toil'. 36  On the other hand, a petition to Parliament by the Sussex agriculturalists in 1710, objected strongly to road improvement, 'because the stones will cripple them (the cattle), before they come to market'. 37  This petition of complaint, however, was perhaps motivated more by concern for the cost of road improvement than by any real anxiety for the wellbeing of driven cattle. However, despite the above comments, the absence of any manuscript material relating to drovers who completely avoided the turnpike roads renders it impossible, in the final analysis, to determine whether the efficiency of turnpike transit was sufficient to justify the overhead costs incurred. 

In addition to gate charges, expenditure upon grazing is revealed by the inventories as being a major element in the total overhead costs. The fact that a drove generally moved at a speed rarely exceeding two miles per hour, meant that daily maintenance could be readily obtained by wayside grazing, and thus the disbursements recorded for grass keeping may be assumed to refer to the expense of providing forage for cattle overnight. The magnitude of the expenditure upon grazing at each centre, together with the distance between centres (averaging 12 - 14 miles) lends support to this assumption. Moreover, in the Roderick inventories, tavern expenses for 'beer and lodgings' regularly occur alongside the outlay on ........... 

............grass. Several miscellaneous expenses recorded in the inventories shed further interesting light on the conducting of the cattle trade. References to cattle shoeing occur in both the Jonathan and Roderick material. In the former inventory, 

............grass. Several miscellaneous expenses recorded in the inventories shed further interesting light on the conducting of the cattle trade. References to cattle shoeing occur in both the Jonathan and Roderick material. In the former inventory, the payment of £1. 1. 0. to 'John for shoeing' refers to the initial shoeing of the whole drove, while the small sums expended upon 'shoes and nails' by Roderick Roderick relate to the necessity of re-shoeing 'casualties' at various points along the route. Other entries such as 'Hire man', 'Boy drive the beasts', and 'man drive the beast' indicate that from time to time manpower in addition to the regular force of drovers was hired. This would often be necessary where the drove was to be taken across open mountains. Thus the function of the boy hired by the Jonathans at Abergwesyn would be to assist the regular drovers in taking cattle across the open mountain via the Cefn Cardis to Beulah and thence to Newbridge. The 'man mind the beast' and the 'hired man' in the inventories were both employed at points of disposal, and it is possible that these men were taken on to ensure the overnight safety of the drove. 

The inventory below illustrates the magnitude of 'local costs' once the drove had arrived in the area of sale. This inventory, which is in fact an expense account charged by David Roderick to his brother Roderick, is concerned with the expenses of a small drove of cattle at the fairs of North Kent. 



OCTOBER 27TH 1838 RODERICK RODERICK 

                   (NLW 11706A) 

	 
	s d

	Grass at Croydon
	9 0

	Beer and Lodgings 
	1 8

	Expenses 
	1 0

	Croydon gate
	2 8

	Beer allowance
	0 4

	Grass at Duntongreen
	1 9

	Beer and lodgings
	2 3

	Seal gate
	1 6

	Seal expenses
	1 0

	Seal grass 
	5 0

	Becr and lodgings 
	2 2

	Mereworth gate
	0 2

	Oats at Mereworth
	0 6

	Aylesford gate
	1 2

	Beer allowance
	0 4

	Grass at Maidstone
	11-8

	Maidstone gate 
	1 2

	Yalding gate 
	0 2

	Beer and lodgings
	3 6

	Beer allowance
	0 4

	Grass 
	8 2

	Toll 
	0 4

	Beer and lodgings 
	1 7

	Shod the mare
	0 6

	Toll 
	0 8

	Fair Field 
	1 8

	Beer at Sandway
	1 0

	Beer at Kings Field 
	1 6

	Maidstone Gate 
	0 4

	(Beer) allowance 
	0 4

	 
	-------

	 
	£4-0-6

	Cash to Roderick
	  -  4  0

	 
	£4-4-6




This account once again emphasises the scale of grazing costs. Thus over half the total recorded expenses arose from the provision of keep for the cattle while selling was in progress. With the exception of some eight shillings the remainder of the total overhead costs comprised beer and lodgings for the personnel concerned with the drove. 

Contemporaneous with the Roderick papers are the accounts of David Davies, a dealer active in the Dolgellau area. 38  The fragments of the Davies accounts in the Merionethshire Records Office are of particular interest in that they provide evidence of a dealer travelling to areas of the eastern counties normally associated with the Scottish, rather than the Welsh cattle trade. 



                                          DAVID DAVIES (1838)

                                          (Merioneth R.O. D/T 66)  

	 
	s  d
	 
	s d  

	Stamford Grass
	1-1-0
	Sawston gate
	2 6

	Bed 
	0 8 
	Sawston grass
	9 0

	Eating and ale 
	3 6 
	Sawston bed
	0 9

	Wansford Gate
	2 0
	Eating and ale
	4 4

	Stiltion (?) grass
	10-0
	Langley, grazing
	6 0

	Bed, eating and ale
	3 6
	Evans crus (?)
	4 0

	Gate
	2 0
	Coulhill eating and ale
	2 0

	Hilpatrick (?) 
	12-8 
	Toll  
	3 5

	Bcd 
	0 8
	Eating and ale
	2 6

	Bread and cheese 
	0 9 
	Bed
	2 6

	Eating and ale 
	3 0
	Cattle feed
	0 5

	St. Ives gate
	2 2 
	Eating and ale
	1 6

	Grass 
	15-4
	Harlow 
	0 8

	Eating
	0 8
	Oil
	0 6

	Eating, ale and bed 
	3 4
	Gate
	0 9

	Evans 
	1 0
	Shoes for bullock
	0 9

	Shoeing horse 
	1 2
	Epping, feed 
	0 5

	Eating 
	2 9
	Hay
	3 0

	Bed 
	0 8
	Eating and ale
	2 0

	St. Ives grass 
	11- 9
	Bed and stable
	1 3

	St. Ives gate 
	2 2
	Black horse
	0 4

	St. Ives gate 
	2 3
	High Ongar
	3 1

	Eating, ale
	1 0
	 Paid 0ld Tom
	1-3-0

	Cambridge gate & toll
	3 2
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	---------

	 
	 
	 
	£9-1-10

	 
	 
	 
	-----------




The components of the inventory are once again broadly similar to those listed in the Jonathan and Roderick accounts, including payments for wages, re-shoeing, overnight accommodation, grass and ale. 

It is interesting to compare these mid-nineteenth century inventories with two similar inventories from the late eighteenth century. The first of these relates to the cash expenditure incurred by a Merionethshire drover, John Williams, in taking a drove of 113 cattle from Bala to Eastern Essex. 39 



                                                  JOHN WILLIAMS ACCOUNT

                                           (J. Merion. Hist. & Rec. Soc. 2  1953-56) 

	 
	 £    s    d

	The expense of the whole drove from Bala to Billerkey (Billericay)
	26 - 10 - 0

	Thcir expenses till Brentwood fair 
	7 - 4 - 0

	Beds for five of us at the two fairs
	-   8   0

	The whole expense of Owen Richard
	- 19   6

	For a standing place for the two fairs
	- 10   0

	The expense of the cattle from Brentwood fair till Epping fair was over 
	7 - 0 - 0

	The expense of myself, the mare, and cattle from Epping till Coldhill fair was over 
	-15  0

	For hands to keep the cattle together at Epping and Coldhill
	-  6  0

	For myself and the mare upon the road from Coldhill to London
	-  2  6

	For hay and oats at London for the mare; 3 days and 3 nights
	-  5  3

	My own expenses there for meat and drink
	-  4  0

	My own expenses coming home from London with the mare
	- 16 - 0

	My own expenses for meat and drink from Brentwood till Epping Fair
	1 - 16 - 0

	For my bed after Brentwood Fair at London and elsewhere
	- 10  6

	Paid for a shoe for the black horse at Brentwood
	-  0  6

	Paid out in treating the several buyers, in the whole the sum of  
	- 10  0

	 
	---------

	 
	£41- 17 - 3




Although it does not itemise the expenses involved in driving the herd from North Wales to Essex, the account further illustrates the substantial cost of merely maintaining a large drove of cattle at the English fairs until all the animals were sold. The entry 'Beds for five of us at the two fairs' suggests that in addition to Williams and Owen Richard, three other drovers were employed. As there is no reference in the account to 'casual' wage payments as in the Jonathan and Roderick material, it would seem that these people were regular drovers. Why then is no payment for wages included, as, for example, in the David Davies papers and many of the Jonathan inventories? The explanation is a simple one. Williams himself was a hired servant of a Mr. Garnons, and the inventory represents a personal expense account which he presented to his employer on his return to Wales. Upon receipt of the account Garnons would reimburse Williams' expenses and pay his wage while the junior drovers would collect their wages directly from Garnons on their return. During the course of his business John Williams spent a period of time in London. It is possible, that like so many drovers, he visited the city in order to deposit cash in one of the merchant banks either on behalf of his employer or on behalf of other Merioneth gentlemen. Among the accounts of a Trawsfynydd dealer operating in 1822, there appear entries such as 'left with Sir John Perrun, Bankers of London on account of Dolgellau Bank £l00', which illustrate this point. 40  The hazards and potential dangers of highway travel in the nineteenth centnry prompted many dealers and drovers like the Jonathans to leave the proceeds under lock and key in the care of an obliging and no doubt trustworthy landlord. This 40  The hazards and potential dangers of highway travel in the nineteenth centnry prompted many dealers and drovers like the Jonathans to leave the proceeds under lock and key in the care of an obliging and no doubt trustworthy landlord. This may partially explain the frequent occurrence of 'Lock and Key' Inns along established drove routes in southern Wales, many of which may have been named after the 'Lock and Key' at Smithfield, the venue of so many Cardiganshire and Carmarthenshire drovers. 

The second late eighteenth century inventory has been transcribed from the accounts of an English dealer, one John Jackson of Easington in Northamptonshire. 41  These accounts, deposited in the Bodleian Library, refer to purchases of cattle in Northamptonshire and subsequent sales at the fairs of Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Wiltshire in 1796-99. As with the Williams inventory discussed above, this 41  These accounts, deposited in the Bodleian Library, refer to purchases of cattle in Northamptonshire and subsequent sales at the fairs of Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Wiltshire in 1796-99. As with the Williams inventory discussed above, this account refers not to the expenses of the dealer himself, but to those of his chief drover, Richard Weston. 



Not Extracted - JACKSON ACCOUNTS (1799) (Bod Lib. MSS. Ridley Alll c. 14)



Here, once again, are the familiar droving expenses of accommodation, food and forage. Significantly, however, tollgate charges do not appear, suggesting that Weston was able to drive his cattle from South Northamptonshire along a route which avoided the expense of using the turnpike road. The payments for the services of a chambermaid are interesting in that they show Weston to have been a substantial 'master drover' with the privilege of passing the night in a tavern. In a similar fashion to the Williams inventory, this account reveals that although Weston covered the expenses of his junior drover ('the man') he did not pay out this man's wages which would have been met directly by Jackson. A first sight the considerable expenditure upon hay at a time when abundant supplies of wayside grazing might reasonably have been expected is rather surprising. The winter of 1798-9, however, was particularly severe and had resulted in a deficiency of fodder in the spring months. 42 



Figure VII - not extracted, styled 'Price Movements' in graph form, axes Prices/Years 1840-80. 

Figure VIII - not extracted, styled 'Monthly Price Variation' in graph form, axes £/months of the year. 



During the pre-railway period, then, the bulk of the overhead costs to be set against the dealer's margin comprised those of wages, forage, tolls, accommodation and personal maintenance. The change in the pattern of overhead costs resulting from the advent of rail travel will be discussed in a future article. 

How profitable was the Welsh cattle trade? The paucity of adequate manuscript material once again bedevils any detailed statistical discussion of this aspect of the trade. With the exception of the Jonathan papers, only two manuscript sources have been found which permit a glimpse of the overall profitability at a given point in time. The Jonathan material, although frustratingly incomplete in parts, is at least sufficiently detailed to allow the calculation of net profitability over a series of several years. 

The annual purchase and sale prices of Welsh 'runts', as revealed by the Jonathan papers are plotted in Fig. VII. Over the period as a whole there was an upward....... 

............ trend in prices, subject to considerable fluctuations between years according to the supply and demand situation. It is important to approach the interpretation of Fig. VII. with some caution, for the annual prices plotted represent the mean of purchases and sales in the Spring and Autumn months. In Fig. VIII, however, the monthly pattern of purchase prices has been plotted over three periods for which the accounts are particularly detailed. Between these three periods, the trend in price an of purchases and sales in the Spring and Autumn months. In Fig. VIII, however, the monthly pattern of purchase prices has been plotted over three periods for which the accounts are particularly detailed. Between these three periods, the trend in price movements is surprisingly consistent. 

The upward movement in purchase prices between April and May reflects the demand for store cattle by dealers hoping to sell to graziers for the production of beef from summer grass. The absence of any advance in prices during this period between the years 1863 and 1869 may be related to the persistent run of dry seasons characteristic of the mid and late sixties. It is likely that during such years, graziers were hesitant to invest in large numbers of cattle in anticipation of enforced sales of half-fat stock later in the season when supplies of forage were exhausted. Thus did the fall in prices continue unrelieved until the Autumn recovery. With the coming of Autumn, farmers and graziers would be seeking cattle for autumn depasturing and for fattening over the winter months on roots and oilcake. Accordingly, in spite of the large numbers of cattle at the great Autumn fairs, competitive buying by dealers in an attempt to meet the requirements of their customers would tend to advance prices. The Jonathan accounts reveal a sharp increase in price during August and September, followed by a decline throughout the remainder of the Autumn. The late Autumn price decline reflects a seasonal increase in the supply of cattle to the markets and fairs of Wales, in an attempt on the part of the farmers, to avoid the heavy cost of overwintering such beasts. The fact that dealers were selling cattle on to entirely different production systems during the Spring and Autumn months, suggests that their demand for Welsh store cattle of differing types, sizes and ages, varied according to the time of the year. Thus, graziers would require a better quality beast for summer feeding than for autumn grazing. They insisted upon a large animal capable of fattening entirely upon tore cattle of differing types, sizes and ages, varied according to the time of the year. Thus, graziers would require a better quality beast for summer feeding than for autumn grazing. They insisted upon a large animal capable of fattening entirely upon grass (or supplemented, perhaps, with a little oilcake) and of leaving the fattening pastures before the Autumn decline in fatstock prices. Conversely, the Essex yard feeders, whose prime objective in fattening cattle was to obtain manure for cereal production, would often fatten a rather inferior animal, provided it could be purchased cheaply. 

The achievement of an adequate margin to offset overhead expenses was a fundamental factor affecting the profitability of a given drove. Unfortunately, the Jonathan accounts are not sufficiently accurate to enable a profit and loss account for each season to be set down and thus trends in profitability established. Frequently details of cattle purchases are entered without reference to sales, while the mixing together of different lots of cattle before sale makes it particularly difficult to follow through complete transactions. Nevertheless, some assessment of the net profitability of the business for individual years may be obtained, as indicated in the table below: 



These two sections have not been extracted as of little interest to genealogists; 

1. Jonathan Accounts - Profitability of Sample Transactions (years 1840, 1846, 1849, 1856, 1858)

2. Monthly Profit and Loss Account (Jonathan Accounts) 1862-65



Neither the margin between purchase and sale price nor the recorded expenses show any consistent trend within a given year. Both fluctuations in the margin (about a mean of £0. 94) and the recorded expenses (about a mean of (£0. 49) resulted in a wide 

Neither the margin between purchase and sale price nor the recorded expenses show any consistent trend within a given year. Both fluctuations in the margin (about a mean of £0. 94) and the recorded expenses (about a mean of (£0. 49) resulted in a wide spectrum of profitabilities around the average of £0. 51 per head. Thus transactions over the four year period returned to the dealer a maximum gain of £1. 89 to a loss of £0. 59 per beast. The wide variation in the dealer's margin may be largely ascribed to variations in demand. Hence there was a tendency for the margin to be relatively high during the spring and early autumn months when graziers were anxious to purchase cattle. It is rather more difficult, however, to explain the variability in average to variations in demand. Hence there was a tendency for the margin to be relatively high during the spring and early autumn months when graziers were anxious to purchase cattle. It is rather more difficult, however, to explain the variability in average recorded expenses from a maximum of £0. 86 to a minimum of £0. 21. However, assuming that costs of accommodation, wages, toll, and by this tine, rail charges, did not vary with season, it would seem that expenses varied according to seasonal changes in the availability and cost of forage. 

The other dealers' account books are of limited value as a means of indicating the profitability of the cattle trade. The Trawsfynydd account book, however, does record details of two transactions effected in March and April of 1822. The dealer's margin on 37 cattle sold in March was £17. 3. 6 (£0. 46) per head), against which were charged overhead costs as below: 



                Charges - March 1822

	 
	s. d.

	Charges at Penmorfa 
	4  0

	Charges at Maentwrog
	1 0

	Paid Blacksmith
	1-8-6

	Paid postage of letters 
	6 6

	My charges up 
	1-6-0

	At Lutterworth 
	2-16-0

	Paid by W. Lewis 
	6-3-4

	By John Newbut (?)
	7-15-6 

	At Lubenham 
	1-14- 6

	Gate to Harborough
	1 8

	Me 
	3 6

	My charges at Harborough 
	2 0

	Old William's wages 
	2-2-6

	John (?) wages 
	2-16- 0

	My charges home 
	1- 4-6

	                               (£0.75 per head)
	£27-18-0


Thus having met his overhead costs, the dealer was faced with a loss of £10. 14. 6 (£0. 29 per head). By April, his fortunes had changed. Having secured a margin of £67- 14. 6 (£1. 01) to set against expenses of £39. 0. 0 (see below), his eventual net profit was £28. 14. 0 (£0. 43 per head). 



Not extracted - the further Charges figures referred to in the above text.



The profit and loss incurred in these transactions falls well within the range of the figures calculated from the Jonathan papers. A similar range of variation in profit margins occurs in the accounts of John Jackson of Easington which in the following case cover the spring months of 1796: 



Not extracted - Trading Accounts of John Jackson 1796



It is interesting to compare the prices paid and received by Jackson, with the purchase and sale prices recorded in the Jonathan accounts. The substantially higher prices in the seventeen nineties may be explained by a combination of wartime inflation 

It is interesting to compare the prices paid and received by Jackson, with the purchase and sale prices recorded in the Jonathan accounts. The substantially higher prices in the seventeen nineties may be explained by a combination of wartime inflation and the fact that Jackson was dealing in the highly sought-after Devon, Shorthorn and Longhorn cattle types, all of which realised greater prices than the Jonathans' Welsh 'runts'. 

David Jonathan, senior member of the Jonathan family, began his trading activities with extremely limited capital resources. The dramatic expansion of the business throughout the forties and fifties was financed by capital generated out of profit. This in itself would suggest that the business was sufficiently profitable to provide for the needs of Jonathan and his family and also to lend financial support to the developing business. Indeed, some measure of his success may be grasped from the fact that at the time of his death in the mid eighties, Jonathan was the owner of a small estate and the occupier of three substantial farms. 43  Richard Jarrett, drover for the Trawsfynydd dealer whose accounts are discussed above, himself became a dealer in the 1830's, having accumulated a capital sum of £13. Jarrett, who operated in the Corwen area in partnership with his cousin 43  Richard Jarrett, drover for the Trawsfynydd dealer whose accounts are discussed above, himself became a dealer in the 1830's, having accumulated a capital sum of £13. Jarrett, who operated in the Corwen area in partnership with his cousin Richard Roberts, eventually retired in 1860 and purchased the considerable mansion of Plas-y-Faeder in Corwen. 44  It is, of course, dangerous to rely too heavily upon the accounts of one dealer in forming an assessment of the profitability (or otherwise) of the nineteenth century Welsh cattle trade. David Jonathan, having eventually established his business, was in a position to take capital from profit and thus to increase business turn over and generate further profit. There were, however, many smaller dealers, who, according to the comments of contemporaries and to Great and Quarter Sessions material operated either upon credit or borrowed capital. Although these people unfortunately left few records of their trading activities, the legal cases would tend to the conclusion that a man whose business was based upon credit was highly susceptible to a al operated either upon credit or borrowed capital. Although these people unfortunately left few records of their trading activities, the legal cases would tend to the conclusion that a man whose business was based upon credit was highly susceptible to a series of 'bad deals'. Thus a run of dry summers and hence reduced demand for store stock, combined perhaps with high mortality occasioned by an outbreak of cattle plague, might easily result in severe financial loss. A capitalist dealer of the Jonathan class would be in a position to weather such a storm of adversity by virtue of his capital reserves. On the other hand, the smaller dealer, continually pressurized by his creditors, would fmd extreme difficulty in withstanding the financial stresses resulting from a series of unprofitable years. Taking the mean profit of £0. 51 per head calculated from the Jonathan accounts, a mid nineteenth century dealer would require to sell some six hundred beasts to earn a reasonable income of £300. To maintain this average profitability would necessitate keen buying, selling on a rising market and the avoidance of mortality. While an outbreak of cattle plague or pleuro-pneumonia would decimate his drove, a dry summer in the English midlands might readily reverse his verage profitability would necessitate keen buying, selling on a rising market and the avoidance of mortality. While an outbreak of cattle plague or pleuro-pneumonia would decimate his drove, a dry summer in the English midlands might readily reverse his profit of £0. 51 per head to a loss of a similar magnitude. The experiences of Richard Roberts, a tanner from Bala who also dealt in cattle throughout the sixties and seventies, underline the speculative nature of the trade. Thus Roberts' financial ............ 

................. returns varied over the years from an annual loss of £800 to a profit of £700. Varying market conditions were largely responsible for this financial fluctuation. 45  Edmund Hyde Hall drew attention to the risk involved in the pursuance of the trade. Mentioning a dealer who purchased cattle to the value of £1,200 in 1809, he pointed out 'that a capital so great and so frequently turned ought to afford great profits, but the instability of the markets occasions but too frequently a repetition of loss.'   46  Hyde Hall's summary lays emphasis upon the condition of the market which was undoubtedly the principal factor affecting the profitability of the trade. If, however, he had attempted to summarise the other salient factors involved, he would perhaps have mentioned also the importance of 'keen' buying, and the minimisation of overhead costs. 
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Part III.

IN the two previous articles of this series, attention was drawn to the basic 'mechanics' and economics of the Welsh cattle trade during the pre-railway years of the nineteenth century. The present contribution is concerned on the one hand with various aspects of the trade in the years proceeding the nineteenth century, and on the other with the legislation which, to a greater or lesser extent, limited and controlled the activities of the dealers and drovers involved in the conducting of the trade. 

It is well known that the physical environment of much of Wales has always imposed severe limitations upon the evolution of farming systems. A comparative absence of good quality pasture together with a climate unsuited to the conservation of adequate 

It is well known that the physical environment of much of Wales has always imposed severe limitations upon the evolution of farming systems. A comparative absence of good quality pasture together with a climate unsuited to the conservation of adequate forage for the winter maintenance of cattle has, until relatively recent years, prevented the development of large scale fat cattle production except on the lowland fringes. Moreover, soil type and elevation are such that in many parts of Wales the growing of cereal crops is extremely difficult. Historically, the small acreage of cereals grown on the individual farm, particularly in upland Wales, was to a large degree used for the subsistence of the family and perhaps for feeding the household pig which often represented the principal source of animal protein available to the family over the winter months. Only on the larger lowland farms was a surplus of cereal grains available for cattle fattening. It might also be argued that even if widespread cattle ften represented the principal source of animal protein available to the family over the winter months. Only on the larger lowland farms was a surplus of cereal grains available for cattle fattening. It might also be argued that even if widespread cattle fattening had been feasible, the thinly distributed population of Wales, many of whom lived at subsistence level, would not have created sufficient demand for meat and meat products. This would certainly have been the case in the period prior to the Industrial Revolution. In England, however, not only was the environment more amenable to corn growing, but also rich pastures were available in abundance for the conversion of lean animals into beef. Thus, there developed, over the centuries, the flourishing trial Revolution. In England, however, not only was the environment more amenable to corn growing, but also rich pastures were available in abundance for the conversion of lean animals into beef. Thus, there developed, over the centuries, the flourishing export trade in store cattle between Wales and the rich pasture-lands of the Midland and Southern counties which has been considered in Parts I and II of this series. Evidence for the significance of this export trade to the domestic economy of both export trade in store cattle between Wales and the rich pasture-lands of the Midland and Southern counties which has been considered in Parts I and II of this series. Evidence for the significance of this export trade to the domestic economy of both England and Wales is provided by the extensive illicit trading which took place during the Glyndwr rebellion when all transactions with Wales were prohibited. Even so, despite the preventative measures taken by the bailiffs, cattle from Wales were still brought into the Western hundreds of Cheshire. 1  The importance of cattle sales to the economy of Wales is apparent also from the frequent and evergrowing number of law suits relating to cattle from the fifteenth century onwards. In particular, among cases heard before the Court of Star Chamber in Wales, offences relating to the stealing of cattle feature prominently.  2, 3   In 1525, when the people of the lordship of Brecon petitioned the King concerning their extreme poverty, they complained that they, '... had but little sale or utterance of beasts or cattle, which is the chief....................... 

....................... commodity in these parts' . 4  By the mid-seventeenth century, cattle sales had become the mainstay of the economy, as evidenced by the much-quoted letter written by Bishop John Williams of Bangor to Prince Rupert, in which the Bishop implored the Prince to permit the passage of the Welsh drovers into England, '... for they are the Spanish fleet of Wales which brings in what little gold and silver we have' . 5   At the same time Williams wrote to an anonymous official requesting that the bearer, one David Lloyd, 'a very substantial drover of these parts' be allowed to ply his trade and 'to move quietly through your parts'. 6  Following the seizure of nine hundred cattle from eighteen Welsh drovers in March 1645, the House of Commons ordered '... that Mr. Speaker shall have Power to grant Passes to such Persons as he shall think fit, that shall desire to trade for the Buying of cattle in Wales and to drive and bring them to London. 7 It is unlikely, in view of widespread Welsh support for the Royalist cause, that such an Order would have been made unless the cattle trade had been essential to the economy of Wales, and for that matter, the economy of England. 8 

Undoubtedly there were sporadic movements of cattle from Wales into England since the very earliest times, and the possible existence of a regular traffic in cattle between the two countries during the pre-Norman period is particularly intriguing. Although Sir Cyril Fox noted the presence of several recognisable traffic gaps in the great Dyke constructed by the Mercian King Offa in c. 784, he tended to give a rather low assessment of their importance. 9  It is a fact, nevertheless, that at least one of these gaps, that on Spoad Hill on the Radnorshire-Herefordshire border, lies upon a drove road which was in use during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. In addition to the gaps noted by Fox, there must almost certainly have been other openings in the Dyke, particularly in the vales and lowlands, which have become subsequently obscured by more recent agricultural practices. It is tempting, although perhaps a little dangerous, to suggest that where these openings coincide with an established drove track, the track is of considerable antiquity. The tenth century 'Ordinance concerning the Dunsaetae' was an agreement drawn up by the English Witan and the borderland tribe of the Dunsaetae in c. 926 and was concerned with border arrangements across the lower reaches of the River Wye. 10  The Ordinance sets out provisions for the control of cattle stealing, and also strongly indicates the existence of a legitimate cattle trade between the Dunsaetae and the English. In particular, the Ordinance refers to established cattle 'tracks' on both sides of the river bank, and reference is made to the consequences, '... if a track is being wrongly followed'. It is clear from the context that a track being 'wrongly followed' implied that the track was being used for the trafficking of stolen cattle. The converse would seem to suggest that the normal use of the tracks was for the legitimate movement of cattle across the river, which at this time delineated the border of the lands of the Dunsaetae. If this Ordinance, drawn up by King Athelstan and his advisers, was based either upon texts or oral traditions arising from the regulations for Offa's Dyke, there would be some justification for the assertion that a legitimate cattle trade was in existence from the late eighth ................... 

.................... century. This apart, the earliest indication of the Welsh cattle trade relates to the granting, at Newent, of an annual fair and weekly market to the Norman Abbot of Cormeilles in 1253. In consequence, ' . . . the Welshmen who come from the parts of Wales to sell their cattle' deviated from their normal route in order to trade in Newent. 11,12  From the beginning of the fourteenth century frequent references occur to cattle being taken from Wales into England for a variety of purposes. In 1312, for instance, the Chamberlains of Carmarthen and North Wales were ordered to supply between them some nine hundred oxen for use in the King's household at Windsor, while several years later, in 1317, the Bishop of Winchester sent John de Radynges into North Wales to purchase cattle for the household of the Chancery. 13  Among the Minister's accounts of the Earldom of Chester, reference is made to oxen being purchased at Ruthin and Abergele in 1347-48, while the Earl of Chester's stock keeper accounted for seventy-five cattle from Rhys ap Iorwerth ap Ithel and Iowerth ap Madoc in 1356-57. 14  The export trade in cattle from Anglesey, which was to achieve such prominence in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, appears to have been in existence in the early fifteenth century. Thus the Minister's accounts for 1407 refer to a sum of 34s. over three years '... for the passage of beasts at Porthaitho by divers persons'. 15  The presence of Welsh cattle drovers in the Midlands by the mid-fifteenth century is apparent from the accounts of John Broome of Baddesley Clinton, who purchased at Birmingham Fair in 1445, twelve oxen from Gruff Hope Wallace. 16  Later in the same century, Henry Tudor, on his long march to Bosworth Field was joined near Welshpool by William ap Griffiths of Penrhyn and Richard ap Howell of Mostyn, both of whom brought with them large herds of black cattle for the sustenance of the army. 17 

In the diary of Dr. John Dee, the Elizabethan philosopher and mystic, there occur several interesting comments relating to cattle being driven from Wales. In 1596 Dee was appointed to the Wardenship of Manchester. On August l0th of that year '... Mr. Thomas Jones of Tregaron came to me at Manchester and rode towards Wales bak agayin the 13th day to mete the cattall coming.' By September 5th Dee had received '... seventeen head of cattall from my kinsfolk in Wales by the courteous Griffith David, nephew of Mr. Thomas Griffiths bought.' Thomas Griffiths was Dee's cousin from Lampeter, while his nephew Griffith David was clearly a drover. Not only did Dee receive beasts via his Welsh kinsmen, but he also sent his servant Roger Kay on several occasions to of Mr. Thomas Griffiths bought.' Thomas Griffiths was Dee's cousin from Lampeter, while his nephew Griffith David was clearly a drover. Not only did Dee receive beasts via his Welsh kinsmen, but he also sent his servant Roger Kay on several occasions to Vandyles (Llanidloes?) in order to procure cattle. 18 

Notwithstanding the uncharitable criticisms levelled at them by eighteenth and nineteenth century observers, some of which are quoted in Part I of this series, the drovers played a vital part in the forging of an economic and cultural link between England and Wales which was beneficial to both countries. Besides their straightforward trading function the drovers had often been responsible for the execution of financial transactions and the conveyance of mail and other goods. This was particularly so in the sixteenth and seventeeth centuries ................... 

.................... when communications between Wales and the remainder of Britain were extremely limited. On April 19th, 1585, Sir George Chaworth explained to the Countess of Rutland that '... I have done my best to procure you some money to be paid in London, but I could not do so as most of the drovers who were likely to have served you had already gone to London'. 19  Material preserved among the Wynn papers sheds interesting light upon this aspect of the droving saga. David Lloyd, a tenant of the Wynn estates, frequently combined his activities as a drover with the transmission of correspondence and money between various members of the Wynn family. Thus in 1624, Henry Wynn wrote to his father, Sir John, complaining of the small sum sent him in London by David Lloyd . 20 Almost forty years later, Lloyd was still actively involved in the cattle trade. Writing to Sir Richard Wynn in 1661, Robin Hughes explained that the £65 which Sir Richard had ordered the writer to send to London had been paid to, 'old David Lloyd, the drover', who was bound by his bill of exchange to pay this sum through Henry Maurice of the King's Head tavern in Fleet Street. 21  By 1671, however, Lloyd had disappeared from the scene Nevertheless, the Wynns continued to employ the services of drovers for the execution of financial transactions, the name of Thomas Hewes featuring frequently in this context . 22 Although by the mid-eighteenth century improved transport had reduced the importance of the drovers as a means of communication, William Bulkeley was still trusting to their services in order to forward money to his sons in the metropolis. In the midseventeen thirties, for example, he is recorded as having sent sums of £15 and £20 to his son by way of the drover Thomas Lewis of Trefeibion Meyrig, while in 1741 he employed the services of another drover, Hugh Lloyd, for the delivery of £60 to London . 23  In general the drovers avoided travelling during the winter months. In this respect, a letter received in 1637 by Richard Bulkeley from his cousin in Newborough is of interest: '... we pray you endeavour that our money (i.e. the Ship Money) be paid by November 1st yearly as we cannot return our money (to London) otherwise than by drovers.' More than a century later, the delivery of the North Wales taxes to London was to some extent determined by the seasonal activities of the drovers. In 1743, the Receiver General of Taxes for North Wales, one Mr. Bull, was threatened with prosecution by the Treasury for failing to send the tax to the capital. Bull, however, contended 'that he had very few opportunities of remitting the moneys but by the drovers, and desires indulgence from Candlemas to the beginning of May, in which time the drovers transact all their affairs ...' 24 

The involvement of the drovers in the collection of the Denbighshire Ship Money is well known and well documented in the Domestic Series of the Calendar of State Papers. The collection and delivery of the Ship Money did not always proceed smoothly. Hugh Lloyd, Sheriff of Denbigh, was informed in 1636 that although the money had been delivered 'by sufficient men who are drovers of that county', it had not been paid in, owing to the presence of the plague in the City of London. Occasionally. it would seem. the drovers defaulted on their ................... 

................ commission to safely deliver the Ship Money. Writing to Kenrick Endisbury in 1637, Richard Lloyd explained that '... My nephew Wynne, the new sheriff of co. Denbigh, having been entrusted with the collection of the Ship Money, entrusted a drover with the return of £400, in payment whereof the drover has disappointed him, whereby he is in danger of being committed before the Lords' . 24  The temptation to abscond with large suns of money must have been very great indeed. It is however, reasonable to assume that such cases of default were relatively rare, for had they been of more frequent occurrence, the authorities would 24  The temptation to abscond with large suns of money must have been very great indeed. It is however, reasonable to assume that such cases of default were relatively rare, for had they been of more frequent occurrence, the authorities would doubtless have had recourse to some alternative means of sending the money to the capital. 

A great deal has been written about the contribution of the drovers to the cultural and social life of Wales. This is rightly so, especially before the nineteenth century when mobility was restricted and a relatively small proportion of the working population had the opportunity of travelling far beyond their home villages. The drovers enjoyed the advantages of extensive contact with English culture, social life, farming systems and financial matters. Indeed, they represented an essential communications link with England, whereby news of political, social and economic change reached the remote villages of Central and Western Wales. Thus, Edmund Hyde Hall's observation that 'the drovers are distinguished persons in the history of this country's economy' was by no means an overstatement. 26  Moreover, throughout many parts of Wales there remain a rich tradition of 'drovers tales'. If it is accepted that stories, sometimes apocryphal, of 'characters' became enshrined in folk memory, then the drovers must have been persons of considerable local importance. While the bulk of the drovers doubtless made little contribution to life outside their own communities, there are numerous examples to illustrate the profound influence of individuals upon the cultural, spiritual and financial life of Wales. One of the finest of seventeenth century Welsh poets, Edward Morus of Perthi Llwydion, regularly plied his trade as a drover between North Wales and Essex, where he was regarded by local farmers as being of unimpeachable character. 27  More than once did the drovers lend financial support to the publication of Welsh literature, both sacred and profane, as indicated by the following list of subscribers to various literary enterprises : 28 

Drover Subscribers to Welsh Publications 

Rhys Jones: Gorchestion Beirdd Cymru. (1773)

· Hugh Jones of Bala, Drover. 

· Mr. Hugh Jones, Drover. 

· Thomas Jones, Ty Isaf, Drover. 

· Mr. Hugh Parry of Penmorfa, Drover. 

· John Thomas of Bala, Drover. 

The Holy Bible (Carmarthen, 1779) 

· John Watkins, Drover, Narberth. 

John Bunyan: Dull priodas mab y Brenin, (1758): 

· Robert Jones, Drover, Llangwm. 

Timothy Thomas: Traethiad am y wisg-wen ddisglair. (1759): 

· Mr. David Jones, Dderi, Drover. 

· Mr. William Jones, Nant-henfor, Drover. 

Thomas Edwards: Gardd o gerddi. (1790): 

· Mr. Robert Evans, Eglwysfach, Drover. 

Dafydd Jones, Blodeugerdd Cymru: 

· Mr. Thomas Jones, Pengwern, Drover. 

The establishment of an efficient system of banking in West Wales was made possible by the pioneering efforts of certain drovers, while others became deeply involved in the business life of the country. 29, 30 The cause of Nonconformity was also well served by several members of the droving fraternity. The Pembrokeshire drover, Benjamin Evans, became pastor of Llanuwchlyn in 1769, and among the many ministers of Yr Hen Gapel he was perhaps the best known and most loved . 31 Another drover William Jones of Trawsfynydd (1770-1837), having been converted by the preaching of William Romaine, began his preaching career in 1802. 32   The celebrated Dafydd Jones of Caeo (1711-77), the great hymnologist, achieved a mastery of the English language as a result of his activities as a drover. After his 'conversion' he put his fluency in English to good purpose by translating the hymns of Isaac Watts in addition to writing his own Welsh hymns. From time to time Jones' hymns reflect his earlier calling, as indicated by the imagery employed in the hymn below, which is concerned with the Day of Judgment: 

'Fe ddeuant oll o'r Dwyrain,
 Gorllewin, Gogledd, De,
 A Seion yn Ddiatal
 Mae digon eto o le.' 

[They all came from the East, West, North and South to unlimited Seion,
Nevertheless there is plenty of room for still more.] 

Thus are the souls of men equated with the droves of cattle converging upon Jones' native village of Caeo. There is a picturesque local story in the Beulah / Llanwrtyd area relating to Jones' renunciation of his former attitudes and his embracing of the Christian way of life. Seemingly, Jones was returning from one of his droving enterprises when he was attracted by singing from the old chapel of Troed-rhiw-dalar, near Newbridge-on-Wye. On entering the chapel, it is said, he was so deeply moved by the e Christian way of life. Seemingly, Jones was returning from one of his droving enterprises when he was attracted by singing from the old chapel of Troed-rhiw-dalar, near Newbridge-on-Wye. On entering the chapel, it is said, he was so deeply moved by the eloquence of the preacher, that he was dramatically converted. However, although Jones may have received inspiration from the chapel choir, it seems more likely that his conversion took place in Brecon where he is known to have listened to the open air sermons of John Wesley. 33 

While the nineteenth century drover was regarded with mistrust and suspicion by many of his contemporaries, it is nevertheless true that from among the ranks of the drovers arose many men of the highest integrity and cultural attainment, whose contribution to the economic and social life of their times was of the greatest importance. 

Legislation concerning the cattle trade. 

In Tudor and Elizabethan Britain travelling was both difficult and dangerous. Footpads lurked by the roadside, vagrancy was widespread and life was relatively cheap. Consequently, a long journey by a merchant, tradesman or any other citizen was not undertaken without a certain degree of trepidation. Prior to the passing of two statutes which carefully set out the conditions under which they could ply their trade, the Welsh drovers had been liable for arrest under the vagrancy laws. Hence the cryptic comment that 'Most of these that walk about be Welche-men'. 34  However, an attempt was made to reduce the extent of vagrancy by the statutes of 5 & 6 Ed. VI cap. 14, 21 and 39 Eliz. I cap. 12. It was necessary, under the terms of these statutes, for a drover or dealer to be a married householder of above 30 years of age, and not a hired servant. If he could fulfil these conditions, the drover was free to apply to the local Quarter Sessions for a licence, which if granted, cost him the sum of 12d. At the cost of a further 8d. the drover was bound to register the licence with the Clerk of the Peace who recorded the names and dwelling places of drovers, together with details of the type of licence granted. An Order in the Council of the Marches of Wales at Ludlow in 1617 drew attention to the fact that many drovers were disregarding the statutory requirement of a licence. The Lord President had apparently been informed of the numerous wrongs perpetrated by unlicensed drovers, most of whom were '... suspicious and base persons of evil name and of little or no worth ... who under cover of driving their droves ... not only receive cattle stolen by thieves, but themselves do steal by the way other men's cattle or sheep'. It was ordered, therefore, that drovers might only follow their calling if they were '... known to be honest men of good sufficiency according to the statutes.' Furthermore, any drover found without a licence was to be apprehended and brought before the Council. 35  Transgression generally resulted in a fine of £5 together with a prison sentence under a charge of vagrancy. Details of licences were frequently set down in Quarter Sessions Order Books, which accordingly represent a useful means of establishing the identity of drovers who may have been active in a particular area. In April 1709, it was ordered in the Shrewsbury Quarter Sessions, '. . . that all badgers and drovers appear at next sessions to take licences, and such as refuse be prosecuted ishing the identity of drovers who may have been active in a particular area. In April 1709, it was ordered in the Shrewsbury Quarter Sessions, '. . . that all badgers and drovers appear at next sessions to take licences, and such as refuse be prosecuted according to the law'. No doubt pressure was applied in some cases, for in July of the same year, the Order Book records that the justices instructed the high constable, '... to take care that all badgers, drovers, etc. be presented at the next Sessions'. 36  The Order Books contain numerous references to personnel involved in the droving trade. Thus, in 1719, Joseph Harryman of Much Wenlock was licensed to be a buyer and seller of cattle, while in 1765 and subsequently in 1770 '... Thomas Hinton of Whitchurch, butcher, was licensed by three of his Majesty's justices to be a common drover of cattle for one next year ensuing'. 37 

Although the Order Book does not record the fact, it is highly likely that Hinton, being a butcher would have provided '... recogniscances not to sell any cattell by him brought within the distance of sixty miles where he bought the same'. 

Such recogniscances were required by both graziers and butchers under 22 and 23 Chas II, cap 19 (1670) before droving licences were granted. It was believed that this measure would reduce local price inflation. 

Substantial penalties were levied upon unlicensed drovers for engrossing, forestalling and regrating, while those in possession of licences were theoretically protected against charges concerned with forestalling. Essentially, the various ancient statutes relating to engrossing, forestalling and regrating, aimed to reduce the disrupting effect of these practices on the normal processes of supply and demand and thus of fair competition in local markets and fairs. Clearly, if cattle were sold on route for the fair, supply would be reduced, and thus the selling price inflated. Moreover, toll owners would suffer loss of revenue as a result of cattle not passing through the fair. 38  During the reign of Edward III, a series of statutes had emphasised the illegality of pre-fair trading, while under 3 & 4 Ed. VI, cap 18, 19 (1551-2) it was enacted that '... no person shall buy or commune and conclude to buy, any manner of oxen, steers, Runts, Kine, Heyfers and Calves, but only in the open fair or market, where the same shall happen to be bought or put to sale, and shall not sell the same again alive in that market or fair ... upon pain of the forfeiture of the double value of such cattle'. The second part of this statute was extended by 5 & 6 Ed. VI cap 14 (1552) which forbade speculative traders from re-selling cattle within five weeks of the initial purchase. The burgesses of Carmarthen condemned the 'fraudulent and illegal practices of drovers and jobbers' at a meeting in 1764, resolving that the stipulations of 3 and 4 Ed. VI be 'strictly put into execution', and that those drovers buying and re-selling cattle at the same fairs be suppressed. 39  The tolls from the fair held at Newport, Monmouthshire, had been granted to the town burgesses by Edward VI. In 1843, the burgesses petitioned the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, with the complaint that the annual toll had been severely reduced '... owing in great degree to the drovers of cattle selling their stock at home and elsewhere, where better prices may be obtained'. 40  While the statute of 5 & 6 Ed. VI cap 14 was repealed in 1772, the fmal repeal of the remaining offences of forestalling, regrating and engrossing was not effected until 1844. 41, 42  Even so, the authorities in some areas attempted to limit the extent of forestalling by means of local statutes and byelaws. Thus in 1852, the Portreeve of Usk issued a proclamation which declared that '... persons repeating the offence of forestalling the market after this notice will be punished with the utmost rigour'. 43 

An interesting glimpse of the cattle trade in Tudor Wales is provided by two statutes enacted during the reign of Henry VIII. It appears that during the sixteenth century, cattle straying from droves had frequently been seized by local people and subsequently claimed as their own property. Under the terms of 26 Hen, VIII cap. 7 (1535-6), however, this practice was deemed illegal. Thus, if cattle straying from a drove into the possession of another party were claimed by their original owner, the person quently claimed as their own property. Under the terms of 26 Hen, VIII cap. 7 (1535-6), however, this practice was deemed illegal. Thus, if cattle straying from a drove into the possession of another party were claimed by their original owner, the person fmding the cattle was bound to return them within a year and a day. 44 Contravention of this statute rendered the offender liable to a fine of twice....................... 

................... the value of the cattle concerned. By way of further reducing the incidence of cattle stealing, 34 & 35 Hen. VIII, cap. 26 (1542) stipulated that no person could buy or sell cattle in Wales '... unless he can bring forth sufficient and credible witness of the name of the person (and) what place he bought the same'. Infringement of this statute resulted in the offender being subject to an unspecified punishment as determined by the President of the Council. In spite of Ellis Wynne's reference to the drovers as 'the very worst kind of highwayman', and subsequently of the uncharitable comments of Twm o'r Nant, only one early reference to the conviction of a Welsh drover for stealing has been found. 45  Thus, in 1634, Humphrey Davies, a drover of Guilsfield, Montgomeryshire, was committed to gaol in Northampton for stealing two heifers, the property of Edward Taylor of Stretton-upon-Dunsmore in Warwickshire. 46 There are, however, frequent cases in Quarter Sessions and Great Sessions records, some of which were mentioned in Part I of the series, which would tend to support the view, widely held by contemporaries, that in spite of their valuable role in the economy of rural Wales, many of the nineteenth century drovers were not overburdened with scruples. 

A reference in the Depositions by Commission out of the Exchequer of the 1730's suggests that on at least one occasion a mutually advantageous pact was forged between a member of the tax administration and a drover. One Robert Clayton, Receiver General of His Majesties Taxes for Hereford, was arraigned for his practice of lending tax money at the rate of £5 per cent to drovers for the purchase of cattle. Upon selling their cattle the drovers would then pay the sum (plus interest) owing to Clayton into of His Majesties Taxes for Hereford, was arraigned for his practice of lending tax money at the rate of £5 per cent to drovers for the purchase of cattle. Upon selling their cattle the drovers would then pay the sum (plus interest) owing to Clayton into the Bank of England before returning to Wales. The benefits of such an arrangement to the drovers were made clear by one David Williams who contended that the availability of cash permitted him to buy cattle at a cheaper rate than would have been possible had he been forced to obtain credit. 47 

An interesting case, held before the Cardiganshire Great Sessions of 1793, illustrates the considerable pecuniary risks taken by persons advancing capital for the financing of the cattle trade. 48  This case was extremely complex. In essence, however, one Charles Jones of Llanddewibrefi, was attempting to recover debts of £1,300 from his stepfather, David Rowlands, drover, of the same parish. It had been necessary for Jones to provide his stepfather with this money for the purchase of cattle, '... otherwise he could not have gone on with the purchase for the bankers would never enable him to buy cattle'. 49  In his deposition, Jones stated that he had been forced to provide continual fmancial support for Rowlands in the forlorn hope that he might eventually recover the earlier loans. It also transpired during the course of the case that Rowlands, in addition to not repaying his debts, had also wilfully sold some of his stepson's cattle and appropriated the proceeds. This became clear following the evidence on one Edward Abel, drover, who appeared as a witness on behalf of Jones. Seemingly, Abel had been commissioned by Jones to conduct a drove of the latter's cattle to Steyning Fair in Sussex. Abel maintained that Rowlands, who was also present at Steyning, had been heard to................ 

..................offer one guinea to any person who might be prepared to assist him in removing a number of Jones' cattle from the drove. Assistance was apparently forthcoming, for the case records that Rowlands removed, and sold, twenty-seven of Jones' cattle on the evening before the fair. 

A further example, involving a clear cut case of bankruptcy, is provided by the confrontation of Edward and Ellis Jones, drovers, with Thomas Owen, farmer, held at the Caernarvonshire Great Sessions of 1806. 50 The Joneses had managed to persuade Owen to give them, '... credit and countenance in the island of Anglesey by endorsing their drafts and joining them in some notes for cattle'. Having eventually purchased their cattle, the Joneses had failed to make profitable sales in England. Accordingly they had been unable to neet the demands of their creditors, who had turned to the unfortunate Owen for settlement of the brothers' outstanding debts. 

Notwithstanding the cases quoted above and in Part I, evidence laid before the Committee on the Bank of England Charter would seem to suggest that many country bankers had sufficient confidence in the drovers to lend substantial sums of money upon little or no security. John Wilkins of the Old Bank at Brecon, for example, was prepared to advance large amounts of cash to drovers provided their promissory notes were underwritten by 'responsible persons'. Other banks, however, such as the 'Black Ox' of Llandovery, and Waters, Jones and Co. of Carmarthen had lent between £5,000 and £7,000 to drovers unable to offer any security.   51, 52 

Severe limitations on the activities of the drovers were imposed by the statute of 3 Chas I cap. .22 (1627) and subsequently by 39 Chas. II cap. 7 (1676). The latter stipulated that '... noe Drover, Horsecourser, Waggoner, Butcher, Higler, or any of their servants shall travell or come into ... an Inne or lodgeing upon the Lord's Day or any part thereof ... upon pain that each and every such offender shall forfeit twenty shillings for every such offence'. No doubt this statute was frequently contravened. In 1817, for example, two Welsh drovers were convicted for '... profanation of the Sabbath in driving cattle through the village of Mordiford in Herefordshire'. It was hoped that '... such legal interference will tend to check a practice which has of late been too general and must have proved truly painful to the Christian observer'. 53 As late as 1886, the Anglesey dealer, John Evans, was deeply concerned about starting his journey to London on a Sunday. As he wrote to his wife, '... I could not tell (my children that I was going to London on the Sabbath Day, it would have grieved their hearts. It will do no good to tell your mother. It will only fret her to think how unfortunate you have been in being yoked to such an ungodly husband. 54 

In the City of London, the markets of which were the final destination of many drovers of Welsh cattle, numerous ordinances and decrees strictly regulated the hours during which cattle could be moved through the streets. Thus, no cattle were permitted 

In the City of London, the markets of which were the final destination of many drovers of Welsh cattle, numerous ordinances and decrees strictly regulated the hours during which cattle could be moved through the streets. Thus, no cattle were permitted to be driven to Smithfield Fair before midnight on a Sunday, while it was forbidden to drive animals within one mile of Smithfield before ...................... 

...................... 11 p.m. on market days. It was possible, however, after 1867, to drive cattle through the streets of London, provided the prior permission of the police commissioner had been obtained . 55 Such regulations applied both to local city drovers and to those persons bringing cattle from afar. Public concern with the barbaric ways with which the city drovers frequently treated their cattle prompted the Mayor's Court to issue an ordinance forbidding drovers from using '. . . any stick or other instrument the point of which shall be of greater length than one quarter of an inch . 56 Any drovers caught using sticks which had not been approved by the Clerk of the Court and marked accordingly, could be fined a sum not exceeding forty shillings. Edward Cook had perhaps contravened this regulation, for he is recorded in the Metropolitan Market Convictions Book as having been fined twenty-four shillings in 1875, '... for cruelly beating a calf in York Road', while in the same year one James Bailey received fourteen days hard labour '.. . for cruelly torturing a cow'. 57  The convictions Books do not record any cases of contravention of that part of the Intoxicating Liquor Act (35 and 36 Vict. cap 94, 1872) which allowed for a fine of forty shillings or one month's imprisonment for drovers who had been found guilty of driving cattle while under the influence of drink. 58  In 1870, however, Francis Flanaghan, an Irishman, received two calendar months in prison for '... being drunk, annoying and assaulting Louisa Martin'. Again, in 1875, one Humphrey ap Phillip spent five days in prison for drunkenness and using obscene language, while George Mussin paid a fine of five shillings '. . . for being drunk and incapable of taking care of himself in Offord Road, Islington'. Such examples tend to confirm the impression gained from literary sources, that the drovers ing obscene language, while George Mussin paid a fine of five shillings '. . . for being drunk and incapable of taking care of himself in Offord Road, Islington'. Such examples tend to confirm the impression gained from literary sources, that the drovers in general were not averse to over-indulgence. 

It would be interesting to know how many Welsh drovers had read Vicar Prichard's Cannwyll y Cymry and to what extent they heeded his stern warnings of the potential dangers of alcohol. 

Gochel feddwi wrth Borthmonna,
Gwin hel borthmon i gardotta;
Os y porthmon a fydd meddw,
F'ar holl stoc i brynu'r cwrw.   59 

  

RICHARD COLYER 

Aberystwyth 
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