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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Should all UK police officers carry firearms? A critical analysis of the implications for Wales and the wider UK

INTRODUCTION:

It is an apt topic for an undergraduate dissertation because the subject is current and relevant to public safety as well as police operations and the British public, in particular Wales. The debate of whether to arm every police officer has intensified amid a changing pattern of crime and a changing character of security threats.
Background: In the UK we have traditionally followed a policy of armed policing for only specialist units, with the majority of our constables being unarmed. Recent terrorist incidents in the UK and high-profile violent crimes in the US have raised questions about whether this is still an appropriate policy given the new security climate.
Justification: Given a possible shift in policing philosophy in the UK, research such as this is important to inform policy and to contribute to wider debate relating to public safety and the effectiveness of policing.
Advanced reading indicates that the situation seems more complex than at first sight. A good starting point for contextualising the issue is Reiner’s (2010) book on Police and Crime in Britain, with a specific chapter on ‘Police Use of Force’ by Squires and Kennison (2010), which deals with the deployment of firearms by UK police. The most informative statistics on the topic are the latest data published by the Government on police use of firearms in England and Wales (Home Office, 2023).



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To critically analyse the current policies and practices regarding police use of firearms in Wales and the wider UK.
· To evaluate the possible implications of issuing firearms to all police officers in Wales, in terms of crime rates, officer safety, and public perception.
· To compare and contrast the police arming issue in the UK, with other countries, to see what lessons can be learnt and what the implications might be.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The debate on arming UK police officers is multifaceted, involving public safety, police effectiveness, and societal implications. This review synthesises key literature to understand the current state of research and identify gaps.
Farmer and Evans (2022) provide a comprehensive examination of the debate on arming British police. Their study highlights the complexity of the issue, considering historical context, current threats, and public perception. While thorough, their work primarily focuses on England, leaving room for exploration of the Welsh context.
The spatial dynamics of crime, crucial for informed policy-making on police armament, are explored by Andresen and Malleson (2023). Their research on area-based patterns of crime offers insights into how different policing strategies, including armed response, might be tailored to local contexts. However, their study does not specifically address the implications for firearms policies, presenting an opportunity for this research to bridge that gap.
Public attitudes towards armed policing, a critical factor in policy decisions, are examined by Yesberg et al. (2022). Their findings on the factors influencing public opinion provide a foundation for understanding societal perspectives, but the study's generalisability to Wales specifically remains unexplored.
Reiner's (2010) seminal work on the politics of policing offers historical context and theoretical frameworks essential for understanding the current debate. While not focused specifically on firearms, his insights into police-public relations are invaluable for this research.
Government reports, such as the Home Office (2023) statistics on police use of firearms, provide crucial empirical data. These reports offer a factual basis for discussion but lack in-depth analysis of the implications of current policies. The Welsh Government's (2022) statement on policing in Wales acknowledges the distinct nature of Welsh policing but does not extensively address the firearms issue. This gap underscores the need for research specifically examining the Welsh context within the broader UK debate.
This review reveals several key gaps in the existing literature. There is limited focus on the Welsh context within the UK-wide debate on police armament. Additionally, there is insufficient exploration of how spatial crime patterns might inform firearms policies. The literature also lacks comprehensive analysis linking public attitudes, crime patterns, and operational needs in determining firearms policies. Finally, there is an absence of comparative studies examining how other countries' experiences might inform UK policy. This research aims to address these gaps by synthesising insights from crime pattern analysis, public attitude studies, and policy documents, with a specific focus on implications for Wales. By doing so, it seeks to contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the complexities surrounding the question of arming all UK police officers.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This research will primarily employ a qualitative approach through a comprehensive literature review and secondary data analysis. This method is best suited to the research as it allows for:

A thorough examination of existing scholarly work and policy documents.
Analysis of statistical data on police use of firearms and related incidents, such as those provided by the Home Office (2023).
Comparison of different policing approaches and their outcomes.
Exploration of nuanced arguments and perspectives that may not be captured in quantitative studies alone. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The research will focus on secondary, evidential data sources, including:

· Academic literature on policing and firearms use, such as the works by Farmer and Evans (2022) and Andresen and Malleson (2023).
· Government reports and statistics from Wales and the wider UK, including Home Office statistics and Welsh Government statements (Welsh Government, 2022).
· Policy documents from police forces and relevant government departments.
· Existing studies on public opinion, such as Cresswell et al. (2022) on public attitudes towards armed policing.

This sampling framework is appropriate as it provides a comprehensive view of the issue from multiple perspectives, including academic, governmental, and public sources.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

This research, primarily using secondary data, prioritises open access documents for transparency (Wilkinson et al., 2016). Ethical considerations include:
1. Responsible handling of sensitive information related to police operations (British Society of Criminology, 2022).
2. Recognising limitations and biases in data sources.
3. Ensuring researcher safety, particularly regarding psychological impacts of exposure to sensitive information (Dickson-Swift et al., 2009).
4. Adhering to academic integrity principles, including proper citation and objectivity in analysis
These considerations aim to maintain high ethical standards while contributing valuable insights to the debate on police armament.


	TIME SCALE:

The proposed research will be conducted over a 16-week period, broken down as follows:
Weeks 1-3: Initial literature review and research design refinement
· Conduct preliminary database searches
· Refine research questions and methodology
Weeks 3-7: Comprehensive literature review
· Systematic review of academic journals, books, and government reports
· Organize and synthesize findings
Weeks 7-10: Data analysis
· Analyse collected data and literature
· Identify key themes and patterns
· Develop preliminary conclusions
Weeks 10-14: Final writing and editing
· Incorporate feedback and finalise content
· Edit for clarity, consistency, and academic style
Weeks 14-16: Proofreading and submission
· Final proofreading and formatting
· Prepare and submit final dissertation
This timeline allows for a systematic approach to the research process, with built-in flexibility to accommodate potential challenges or delays.
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