	Terrorism has a long history within the United Kingdom with the first documented attack being that of the gunpowder plot back in 1605 (Hamourtziadou, 2018), though perhaps most notably the troubles in Northern Ireland with the activities of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and their numerous bombings (Cowell-Meyers, 2024). The threat posed by the IRA has largely been diminished in recent years however terrorism continues to remain a threat from Muslim extremists and in recent years the rise of political activism expanding it’s borders from protest to violent actions, though as this essay will discuss later the difficulty in defining what terrorism is may call in to questions whether certain actions can be considered terrorism.
Terrorism has been a tactic utilised within the UK by anti-establishment groups for a long period of time and with the ever, progressing march of time it is inevitable that tactics utilised will change and the ability to counter these attacks will need to develop alongside them at arguably a faster pace to ensure the safeguarding and preservation of life. Terrorism within the UK dropped dramatically following the good Friday agreement in the late 90’s and in the 2010’s saw it’s biggest rise in terrorist attacks though not reaching the previous apex of the IRA and the struggles in Ireland (Statista Research Department, 2024). However Counter-terrorism remains an important area of investigation as attacks continue to occur all over the world with numerous attacks being committed by Islamic terrorist organisation on rich industrial countries. The UK being included in this bracket with an increasing number of attacks being undertaken, this means that whilst attacks continue across the globe the UK will need to step up it’s investment in countering terrorism procedures and process’. Additionally the UK will need to insure that it’s domestic and international strategies are effective as attacks can come from within or without the UK’s border (Andler, 2015). However, this does also raise a significant issue in that a key component in terrorism is the intimidation of groups of people for political purposes, and within a significantly globalised world this means that the attacks do not have to occur within the country to intimidate it’s populace.
	The UK’s main strategy for dealing with Terrorism is CONTEST a strategy which has been boasted as a world-leading strategy for dealing with the threat that terrorism brings both within the borders of the UK and overseas by the Home Secretary Suella Bravermen in her review of the strategy to Parliament (Braverman, 2023). The strategy operates on 4 main pillars, Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). The first point of the strategy Prevent which as the simple name implies is to prevent of the radicalization of groups and individuals through the use of partnerships with local authorities and community organisations to generate referrals for review, this does not always lead to further police involvement and prevent may then issue referrals to other organisations (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Pursue as the second point of the strategy is perhaps the more simple and standard police response to dealing with terrorism and largely covers the issue of investigations and locating the evidence of terrorist activity (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). The third point of the strategy is Protect and as the name implies involves deployment of officers in key areas to help protect the public from terrorist attacks and provide reassurance but is not limited to this as it does include working with other agencies and security agencies to educate them on what to look out for (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). And the final part of the strategy is Prepare, this is to say that should an attack occur counter-terrorism officers are trained to deal with the threat and minimise the affect it has on the public (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024).
	In order to evaluate the effectiveness of Counter-terrorism strategies the first of several key indicators is the number of attacks committed each year within the UK, from statistics it can be seen that largely this is true with the number of attacks currently on a downward trend, however it should be noted that in 2001 the number peaked at 94 attacks within the UK and notably this was the same year as the 9/11 tower attacks which is arguably the most notorious terror attack ever committed however the following years saw a sharp decline until the years following 2007 where they swiftly rose to 134 attacks in 2013 but the number of attacks then diminished again until reaching 41 in 2021 (Statista Research Department, 2024). From looking at this data it would appear that this would mean that the strategies are working as there has been a decline in the past 20 years however this cannot be considered the only metric as some terror attacks are committed in a flash with little or no planning before which can lead to attacks with minimal casualties such as the terror attack on Streatham where 2 people were injured by the attacker and no one was killed (Mills, 2020) or more serious incidents such as the 7/7 bombings where it was reported that 52 people were killed and hundreds injured (Lucy Rogers, 2015). This raises a further issue of comparing the number of people injured or killed in the attacks compared to the number of attacks the 7/7 bombings occurred in 2005 where there was only a comparatively small number of attacks of only 29 whereas the Streatham attack occurred in 2020 where 90 attacks where reported. Thirdly the issue arises of the effect these attacks have on the communities they target though as stated in (Schmid, 2004) Terrorism – The Definitional Problem there is a large issue on what terrorism is defined as but a common them is the use of violence for a political gain though some may argue as well it is the use of fear to coerce a populace to pressure the government to make the changes the terrorists desire, and the fear they experience is a difficult thing to quantify but it is an important metric to assess when considering whether or not the strategies are effective as for the terrorist they need only cause enough fear to enact their political aims which could be done with only a single attack with no casualties. This theoretical attack may have already been completed at present within the UK, Climate activist groups have already started conducting actions with the arguably the intent of causing fear within the populace. The climate organisation Just Stop Oil has already completed several attacks on public installations such as throwing soup over a Van Gogh painting (Gayle, 2022) and smashing the glass on a painting within the National Gallery London (Quinn, 2023). Whilst this essay will not argue that the severity of these attacks compare to the 7/7 bombings or Manchester Arena bombing in previous years by definition these could be considered a terrorist attack as they use violence with the goal of making people be in fear of what may happen in the future, though at present these are not classed as terrorism nor is the group on the proscribed terrorist list (Home Office, 2024). Whilst this may seem unprecedented to mark an organisation with very limited use of violence as a proscribed terrorist organisation it should be noted that ANTIFA a group who states their aim is to stop Fascism was designated a terrorist organisation in the US after it began increasing the level of violence it used (BBC, 2020). It would also appear that the general population of the UK is increasingly labelling the activists involved with these climate groups as terrorists as the number of referrals made to the prevent scheme for members has increased and the response by Sir Peter Fahy is that this is an inappropriate use of the referral program (Nevett, 2023). Also within the article it states that the main focus of Prevent has been Muslim and Far-Right Extremism to which could easily be argued then that the scheme is politically motivated and not unbiased as it should be. This is not an argument to say that these climate organisations will follow the same precedent as set out by ANTIFA but it is an argument to say that to ignore these groups as simply political activism could allow them to grow and evolve into terrorist groups in the future as demonstrated by the article the public are increasingly of the belief that they are a group who are at risk of developing in such a way.

Information sourced from the Global Terrorism Database™ (GTD), an open-source database detailing information on global terrorist events in the range 1970 through 2020, includes comprehensive data on domestic as well as transnational and international terrorist incidents. During this period the GTD documents more than 200,000 cases. Each terrorist incident within the database contains information on the nature of the attack including information on the date and location of the incident, the weapons used details of the target/targets. In addition to this there are details of the identifiable individual or organisation that implemented the attack as well as number of casualties, if any (Global Terrorism Database, 2022).
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Data from the GTD indicates that there were 3,416 terrorism related death in the UK between 1970 and 2019. An average of nearly 70 per annum. However, most of these incidents being perpetrated between 1970 and 1990 with pockets of significant rises during this period. Most of the deaths between 1970 and 1990 were related to the activities of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) accounting for around 84% of the total. As can be seen there are two clear peaks for 1972, when 344 terrorism related deaths occurred and 1988, when during the Lockerbie bombing 271 people lost their lives (Grahame Allen, 2022).
Post 1990 there has been a general decline in terrorist related homicides year on year with a few notable exceptions in 2005 when there were 57 terror related deaths due to two separate attacks. similarly in 2017 when through three separate attacks resulted in multiple deaths at Westminster Bridge and Palace, Manchester Arena and London Bridge, forty deaths in total. All of these attacks were attributed to Muslim extremist groups as opposed to individuals (Grahame Allen, 2022). 
Since 2019 independent data on the deaths related to terrorist attacks has been challenging to separate that from total homicides information relating to the UK. However, the Office of National Statistics published data on deaths due to terrorism within the UK from April 2003 to March 2021. The available figures form the ONS show that there were 93 terror related deaths in England and Wales during this period (Grahame Allen, 2022).
The UK conviction rate for terrorism related offences has generally risen since March 2002 though, taking a drop in 2004 to 53% having previously reached a staggering 100% in 2011 and again in 2022. Though one could argue that 100% conviction rate is unrealistic and has generally remained above 90% since 2013. Another argument could be made that the fact the conviction rate is at 100% for those years could show fear within the Crown Prosecution Service who are deciding to only take on charges where there is an overwhelming amount of evidence and so is a guaranteed conviction. Conversely this could mean by not taking on charges that have evidence against them who are possible terrorists could lead to further terrorist attacks as the fear of reprisal from Law enforcement is diminished, or could potentially lead to individuals believing that conspiracy is involved in the convictions. Whilst the purview of this essay is not to dissect the individual cases and ascertain why the rate is so high it is an important consideration in the overall strategy but does not come under police remit and so is outside the scope of this essay (Grahame Allen, 2022).

	In contrast to the above points it should be noted that Police have had a high rate of arrest in comparison to the amount of charges brought forward the following table from (Grahame Allen, 2022) showcases this well,
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As can be seen from the table over 2000 arrests have been made for terrorism offences however only 36% of those arrested faced charges and of those charged only 61% face terrorism charges. This is to say that of 2,297 arrested only 512 of those people were charged with terrorism offences or 22.29% of those arrested. This is a very small number of charges compared to arrests and whilst the framework for arrest is defined simply as the officer having suspicion of a crime and so not to say the officer was wrong to make the arrest it appears that the tactics currently employed may be that more of a wide net. However it does appear that this has changed somewhat, as of the end of 2022 166 individuals were arrested for terrorism related offences and of those 46 were charged with terrorism offences or 27.71% and the data does not note that 31% were bailed and still under investigation and so further charges may still be brought, but a 5% improvement over the above table (Home Office, 2023).
	Another key issue faced by counter-terrorism strategies both within the UK and for other countries is the implementation of technology into terrorist activity. There are numerous issues surrounding technology and the world of terrorism and counter-terrorism is not exempt from this as explored within the book (Technological Dimensions of Defence Against Terrorism, 2013). Most notably is the issue surrounding the use of technology by terrorists to facilitate their attacks as they are not a government entity they do not require legal framework to operate technology that is being released, a prime example from the past is the use of communications devices originally the telephone but more recently the internet has also provided different methods of communication. Prior to the year 2000 there was no legal framework available to Law Enforcement for intercepting communications it was only with the introduction of the (Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act, 2000) and later the (Investigatory Powers Act, 2016)these frameworks were established within the UK. A key advantage for terrorists is that emerging technology can be utilized before it’s detection, an advantage Law Enforcement agencies may struggle with as they often require legal frameworks to utilize technological advancements and so may always be playing catch up, however at present it is a vast intelligence network that facilitates the greatest advantage against terrorism and currently this is in favour of the agencies established to counter them (Current Technological Advances and their Impact on Terrorism and Counterterrorism Efforts, 2013). The UK has three main organisations for Counter-Terrorism and each plays a key role in intelligence gathering, the Counter Terrorism Policing Network (CTP), MI5 and MI6, each plays a key but slightly different role (Braverman, 2023). 
	
	From reviewing the literature it can be seen that there are numerous strengths to the strategies employed by the UK in dealing with Terrorism. However the threat is constantly evolving and changing and as it would appear there is always a political cause that individuals and groups will radicalise behind, as can be demonstrated by the long and changing history of the UK. There also appears to be signifcant weakness in the data published by the government on the issues surrounding terrorism, it is not possible to find the statistics on the fatalities and casualties from terrorist attacks as the ONS only currently publishes data on the homicides within the UK and a deep dive into this data is needed to withdraw this information as displayed here (Office for National Statistics, 2024). Another key issue to address is the large gap between the number of arrests and the number of charges brought forward.
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