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Hammurabi’s Law Code is the more popular name for the Law Stele of Hammurabi. It was written around 1750 BCE. Around the time that Hammurabi died. Hammurabi reigned for forty-two years (1792-1750 BCE). He wrote the Law Codes as a way for his dynasty to follow in his routes and style of reigning which he had. We know that Hammurabi was very involved with the law of the land, this is evidenced by letters that have survived from him to judges who over saw cases throughout the kingdom. Although his dynasty died with him, Hammurabi’s teachings and words were still being used as a device for students in the 7th century BCE to learn cuneiform. Although there is no record of his laws being used in trials, the fact that students were learning from his codes were being used at least for literacy if not in everyday life. 
Who discovered it?
Jacques de Morgan was a French explorer who found the stele when he was exploring the ruins of Susa. He believed that it was not originally built there and was instead brought there as plunder from Babylonia. He was excavating in the 19th century AD. 
Where was it originally built?
[bookmark: _GoBack]K.E. Slanski thinks that the stele was likely erected in Esagila temple of the god Marduk, or in Ebabbar, temple of the god Shamash. (K.E. Slanski The Law of Hammurabi and Its Audience) This is highly possible as Shamash is featured in the relief at the top of the stele. It’s also possible for it to have been in Esagila because Hammurabi mentions being chosen by Marduk to be just in his prologue. “[Hammurabi has] been called by the gods to establish just ways in the land” (Avalon.law.yale.edu. (2017). The Avalon Project: Code of Hammurabi. [online] Available at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp [Accessed 10 Nov. 2017].) . Slanski also believes that it is possible that the Law Stele of Hammurabi currently housed in the Louvre in Paris may not have been the only one, this is backed by the findings of fragments of diorite at Susa, where the original Law Stele was found.  
What is it written on? 
The stele is a 6.5-foot-tall piece of diorite (a very rare and hard piece of stone to carve, lending to its importance and reason for its survival), written on it is 282 laws carved into 49 columns. For this document report, only Laws 137 – 152 will be used as part of the analysis. 
The Image Relief
At the top of the stone is a scene featuring the king Hammurabi and the deity Shamash. Shamash is the sun god and this is identified by the “rays” coming off his shoulders as well as the crown upon his head. He is seated on the left-hand side. As the sun god, he is known for bringing light and illumination to the world, so it makes sense that he would be able to bring illumination and insight into a legal predicament. “justice rise over the people like the sun and brighten the land with its light”. (Avalon.law.yale.edu. (2017). The Avalon Project : Code of Hammurabi. [online] Available at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp [Accessed 10 Nov. 2017]). He is frequently seen with a saw which he uses to separate the truth from the lies. And it is this saw which is the focal point of the relief. Shamash is passing this saw to Hammurabi for him to use when creating and enforcing the laws on the land. It is also so that he can build the foundations of a just reign and city. Hammurabi is the character depicted on the right-hand side, we know this is him because of the emphasis on his beard and him having his right shoulder bear. In Mesopotamian art having your right side shown was an example of physical perfection. The n7use of the defined beard and him being on the right projects an idea of him being the ideal of physical strength and masculinity. This scene is very important because it goes hand in hand with the reading out loud of the laws. This is because in the eyes of a Mesopotamian this scene would be viewed as being performed every time a person saw it. 

The Prologue 
Before we get to the laws themselves, we first have a poetic prologue. Its purpose is to recount to its audience the past endeavours of Hammurabi. This includes his military campaigns and numerous temples he has built to dedicate and please the gods. As a result of this, this is why he chosen above all to bestow justice through his laws. The Mesopotamians saw the king as a vessel in which the gods were able to keep harmony on earth. “crush the evil-doer and protect the weak from the strong.” (Avalon.law.yale.edu. (2017). The Avalon Project: Code of Hammurabi. [online] Available at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp [Accessed 10 Nov. 2017]). This means that the laws are not only those of the king but the words of the gods, compelling all those who see it and hear its words to comply in order not to upset the cosmic harmony of the world. The gods are brought into it from the first few lines were Hammurabi recounts how Marduk and Babylon were made supreme by the two highest deities in the land Anu and Enlil. 
The Laws
Hammurabi’s Law Codes were grouped accordingly: 
· 1-5 False Testimony
· 6-25 Theft
· 26-41 Labour on state – owned land
· 127-194 Family Law
· 195-214 Assault and Battery
For this document report we are more concerned over the Family law section, which raises interesting questions about equality and fairness within the home throughout all the social classes. In fact, the majority of the laws are concerned with the responsibility of property whether this be human, animal, or objects. It was also a way for everyone in society to know the way they were expected to live their lives, and seems to be based off every day expectations. Like looking after, the home, 
“if she have been a careful mistress and be without reproach” (Avalon.law.yale.edu. (2017). The Avalon Project : Code of Hammurabi. [online] Available at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp [Accessed 10 Nov. 2017]).
this suggests that a woman should be able to look after a home, and all that entails without having to be guided in its functioning. Although it does not cover every injustice a person may encounter. It is more suggestive of how to care for the little nooks and crannies that appear during everyday life. Suggesting why there is 67 laws for family law in comparison to only 5 for false testimony, because testifying is not part of a normal routine. However, it is conclusive enough to know that it follows a formula.  So, if something happens to person A then they will receive B in compensation or punishment. For example, 
“138. If a man would put away his wife who has not borne him children, he shall give
her money to the amount of her marriage settlement, and he shall make good to her
the dowry which she brought from her father's house and then he may put her away.
139. If there were no marriage settlement, he shall give to her 1 mana of silver for a
divorce.
140. If he be a freeman, he shall give her one-third mana of silver.” (Avalon.law.yale.edu. (2017). The Avalon Project : Code of Hammurabi. [online] Available at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp [Accessed 10 Nov. 2017].)
As we can see it seems that there is in fact some equality as the wife can have her dowry returned as well as her being returned to her father’s home. Also, the fact that even if there was no marriage settlement the wife still had to be paid, suggests that there was some sort of fairness to the ending of the marriage. For all the laws, there would be different punishments depending on which social class you were in. Therefore, there is Law 140 because there is a social difference between a freeman and a higher classed married man. Whereas when we look at Law 146 there doesn’t seem to be much equality among the different classes. This is evidenced by the fact that the maid-servant who has done the exact job as the wife has instead become reduced to a slave. 
146. If a man take a wife and she give a maid-servant to her husband, and that maidservant
bear children and afterwards would take rank with her mistress, because she
has borne children, her mistress may not sell her for money, but she may reduce her to
bondage and count her among the maid-servants. (Avalon.law.yale.edu. (2017). The Avalon Project : Code of Hammurabi. [online] Available at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp [Accessed 10 Nov. 2017]).
Again there doesn’t seem to be much fairness in Law 152. 
152. If they contract a debt after the woman has entered into the house of the man,
both of them shall be answerable to the merchant. (Avalon.law.yale.edu. (2017). The Avalon Project : Code of Hammurabi. [online] Available at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ancient/hamframe.asp [Accessed 10 Nov. 2017]). 
It’s not very fair because even though, in all likely hood, the wife wouldn’t have dealt with the arrangement or construction of the contract for debt, she is still forced to be answerable to the merchant because the contract was taken out when they were both married.
The Epilogue 
And once all the laws have been read out loud we then reach the epilogue which like the Prologue is also written in poetic verse. Whereas the Prologue was more interested in the past, the Epilogue is more intrigued with the future and giving advice to all the rulers who are to follow Hammurabi. There is also a blessing at the end for those kings who do end up following the guidance on the stele, they will be blessed with long and prosperous reigns. We learn the intended audience in the Epilogue, this is because of the line “to provide just ways for the orphan and the widow.” So as well as addressing the future kings it also acknowledges those who have lost their partners and families. But overall the “Laws of Justice” as Hammurabi calls his codes, is to ensure that all “oppressed man” can have their wronged rights clarified in order for there to be retributive justice. 
Conclusions
From what we know of Hammurabi’s character we do know that he was a very just man and was interested in ensuring that the right kind of justice was handed out, this is evidenced by the fact that his Law Codes differ from previous ones because they don’t hand out such drastic and harsh punishments. One could even go so far as to say fair. So, it makes sense for him to erect a stele that would reflect his personality, and as he thought he might be the first of a dynasty he wanted to pass on the way he thought his descendants should be ruling. But because of the way that Mesopotamians viewed art it perhaps has a bit of selfishness mixed in there as well. As Mesopotamians viewed certain artworks and writings as manifestations of the monarchs, deities or ordinary people presented within them. By speaking the name of a deceased person, it was believed to have kept alive their existence. So, for Hammurabi to have created such a tall, heavy and imposing relief ensures that for him, he would have a continued existence. One could argue that if this was his belief, how true it was, this being because of how even today we are still talking about him. As a result of it being used by students learning cuneiform it shows that his words would have influenced all of those who used it, suggesting that even through his death he was impacting society. Just not through justice. Lastly, the Mesopotamians saw the 
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