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Checklist Observer:Context: (Indoor/ Outdoor)


	Tick if observed 
	 Child A 
	Child B
	Child C

	
1) Extremely Low

	
	
	

	
2) Low

	
	
	

	
3) Moderate 

	
	
	

	
4) High 

	
	
	

	
5) Extremely High

	
	
	

	Comments




	
	
	


Leuven Scale of Active Engagement 
	Level
	          Engagement 
	                                    Examples 

	    1

	Extremely Low
	No concentration; staring, daydreaming, not taking anything in. 

	    2

	Low
	Limited concentration; looks away during the activity, fiddles, easily distracted.

	   3

	Moderate
	Routine actions, attention is superficial; is not absorbed in the activity, activity is short lived.

	   4

	High
	The child is engaged in the activity without interruption; most of the time there is real concentration 

	   5

	Extremely High

	Is absolutely focused, concentrated without interruption







               Professor Ferre Lavers, Leuven University, Belgium HIMIE Good Practice Conference: dynamic Learning in the Early Years, 2008
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[bookmark: _Hlk2322606]How can we improve children’s engagement through the outdoor environment?
Questionnaire
1. What did you enjoy about the lesson?

2. What did you enjoy about learning inside?

3. What did you enjoy about learning outside? 

4. What do you think about being outdoors during learning time?

5. Is there anything you didn’t like about learning outdoors? 

6. Next time, would you prefer to have your lessons inside or outside? 








Appendix 4
Reflection Models: Brookfield 4 Lenses (Brookfield, 1995) and Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle (1988)
         
COLLEAGUES
            SELF


What? When? Where?
What were her feelings before/ after the experience?
What were her feelings on the choices that I made and the effects of these choices?
What does she feel was good/bad about the experience?
Based on her observations, what can I learn about the experience? 
What? When? Where?
What were my feelings before/ after the experience?
What choices did I make during the lesson? What were the effects of these choices?
What was good/ bad about the experience?
What can I learn from the experience?

  






SCHOLARSHIP
STUDENT

What does the literature say about the experience?
Does the literature support my feelings on the experience?
Does the literature contradict my feelings on the experience?
Does the literature contradict my feelings on the experience?
What were their reactions to the event?
How did they feel about the event?
What did they feel was good/ bad about the experience?
Based on their observations, what can I learn from the event?
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Appendix 10
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CHILD C
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Appendix 14
Reflection Models: Brookfield 4 Lenses (Brookfield, 1995) and Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle (1988)
[image: ]  What? When? Where? 
Mathematic lesson during morning session. Half indoor, half outdoors. 
What were my feelings before/ after the experience? I was looking forward to teaching the lesson and collecting the data. I was satisfied after the session and felt it went well, though there were some elements I would change in future. 
What choices did I make during the lesson? What were the effects of these choices?  I decided to work with a focus groups during this session, as upon reflection with my research partner we decided a whole class research study complicated the process. I decided to swap the resources over as the trundle wheels were not reliable, this meant the pupils were introduced to measuring tape, a resource they had not worked with in the past. 
What was good/ bad about the experience?
Good: The pupils enjoyed working on the worksheets provided during the indoor session and could focus and solve them independently. Outdoors, pupils were engaged and found the work challenging, yet enjoyable.
Bad: There was a technical issue with the equipment I chose to use. The trundle wheels were not working, and I had to provide the pupils with measuring tape to use instead. 
What can I learn from the experience? For future practice, I will test out any mathematical equipment beforehand to ensure everything is working and lessen the chance of any disruptions during the lesson. I will incorporate the outdoor environment into mathematical lesson plans as the pupils were highly engaged and focused when learning outdoor. 
What? When? Where?
Mathematic lesson during morning session. Half indoors, half outdoors. 
What were her feelings before/ after the experience?  My research partner though the pupil’s engagement levels would be higher when learning indoors, so, was surprised with the overall outcome of the research study and the fact that the pupils were a lot more focused and engaged outdoors. 
What were her feelings on the choices that I made and the effects of these choices? My research partner explained how an interesting warm up during the indoor session could have gained pupils attention and had them engaged immediately. She explained how all of the pupils enjoyed working on the worksheet provided and said this may been due to the images displayed. All of the pupils seemed to have fun learning outdoors and were more focussed. She explained how the choice of resources were effective as the pupils thoroughly enjoyed working outdoors with the cones and the measuring tape. 
What does she feel was good/bad about the experience? She feels the overall outcome was good and the pupils displayed levels of engagement throughout. My research partner feels a warm up would have benefited the research study as the pupils would have been instantly engaged. She feels the resources should have been tested before hand to lessen the chance of disruption during the lesson. 
   Based on her observations, what can I learn about the experience? To use       the outdoor environment more during mathematical sessions. 

  
COLLEAGUES
SELF
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