Abstract
In this essay I will be trying to identify why it is that the Greco-Roman’s would consider Medusa to be a monster. To do this I will be taking a sociological approach, meaning I will be looking into what exactly it is to be considered ‘monstrous’ in their society and focusing on such things as the background of the author, considering the target audience of his work and trying to identify possible parallels to Medusa’s character in other literary works.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Essay Plan
Introduction:
Intention of piece: 
· What are you talking about? --> Outline the question.
· When and where it is set --> Which period are you focussing on?
· How you will address the piece --> What is your argument/theory?
Scholarly background:
· Which ancient sources are to be used? --> Give some information as to why it is this piece you have chosen to use (Will you be taking a feminist perspective? What is it that makes this specific version academically interesting?)
· Compare historic facts to support theories?
Text and translations:  Mention how there are many pieces of literature that reference Medusa and some of them offer different explanations as to her origin, however I will be focussing on:
· Ovid’s Metamorphosis


Section One
This first section is focussed on introducing the subject matters.
· What makes a monster? --> A comparison between monstrous appearance (insert scholarship references as to demonstrate how the Greeks used mythological creatures/’monsters’ to represent ‘otherness’) vs monstrous deeds (transgressing societal norms / breaking moral code --> Religion was an important aspect of the daily lives of the Greco-Roman people during this time and Medusa denied the gods, also Patriarchy as she denied a male who was of a higher stature to her). 
· Background: Who was Medusa and what were gorgons? 
· First chronological mention of Medusa --> Homers’ work 
· Look into creatures similar to Medusa from different cultures that appeared around this time.
· Possibly consider why was Medusa cursed? --> analyse the possible motives behind Athena’s actions. (Include scholarships to debate these theories)


Section Two
This section is used to help explain the argument outlined in section one by discussing and analysing the themes that arrive
· Consider Medusa’s portrayal 
· How is the reader supposed to feel towards Medusa? (Consider the intended audience)
· What are the themes of the Metamorphoses itself? (Ovid’s meta had approx. 50 or so rapes within this text but it is usually accompanied by the silencing of women. Rape is usually a loss of identity and a sort of bestiality of who someone is. See the myth of Callisto and Jupiter)
· How could Medusa’s ‘monstrosity’ be exploited and why? (consider the authors motives, did this fit in with Ovid’s themes of identity and change?) 
· Could Medusa be compared to these contemporary ‘tragic heroines’?
· Euripides – Medea
· Sophocles – Antigone & Electra 
· The Myth of Cassandra --> Appears in Euripides’ The Women of Troy and Virgil’s Aeneid before being murdered in Sophocles’ Agamemnon/


Conclusion 
Brief summary of the essay’s findings
Consider the possibilities of further direction of study
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