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Title of Dissertation:
A Study on the Ideology of “Loyalty忠” in Zuo Zhuan左傳 as Collected in Qunshu
Zhiyao群書治要

Aims and Objectives:

This paper focuses on Zuo Zhuan as collected in Qunshu Zhiyao. It sorts out the types
and connotations of loyalty忠 in the selected texts, and combines historical cases,
original sources, and the conception of loyalty in The Analects to examine the practice of
loyalty in these excerpts. It demonstrates how historical records and moral principles
verify each other, revealing how Qunshu Zhiyao selects, interprets, and reconstructs the
thought of loyalty in Zuo Zhuan. This essay aims to provide a meaningful examination of
the concept of loyalty in Zuo Zhuan excerpts collected in Qunshu Zhiyao.

Abstract (approximately 500 words):

Abstract (400 words)
Qunshu Zhiyao was compiled by Wei Zheng (580—643) and other scholars under the
order of Emperor Taizong (598—649) of Tang Dynasty(618—907). It collects the
essence of classics, histories and various philosophical schools, with the purpose of
“drawing lessons from former kings to govern the present age取鑒前王，資治當世.”
The book’s selections from Zuo Zhuan underwent strict screening. The excerpts from Zuo
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Zhuan in Qunshu Zhiyao were originally divided into three volumes, of which the first
volume is now missing. The excerpts concerning the virtue of loyalty from Zuo Zhuan in
Qunshu Zhiyao reflects a deliberate choice by the compilers, based on the political needs
and ethical construction of the early Tang Dynasty. Academic research on “loyalty” in
Zuo Zhuan has mostly been based on the full text of Zuo Zhuan, without taking into
account the governance-oriented purpose of Qunshu Zhiyao. Focusing on the passages
concerning “loyalty” in Zuo Zhuan as collected in Qunshu Zhiyao, this paper
systematically classifies the types of loyalty, making the scattered ideas of loyalty in the
texts more focused and coherent. This study categorizes loyalty into four positive types
and one negative types, which forming a complete logical system.

This essay is divided into four chapters：

Chapter1 The compilation Background of Qunshu Zhiyao and an Overview of Its
Excerpts from Zuo Zhuan (12000)
During the chaotic final years of the Sui Dynasty(581—618), the historical lesson that
“the sovereign loses their way, and ministers lose their loyalty君失道，臣失忠” led the
early Tang rulers to recognize the importance of “taking history as a mirror.” Qunshu
Zhiyao does not reproduce Zuo Zhuan in its entirety, but selects passages consistent with
its purpose of providing political guidance. Its selection emphasizes state governance, the
relationship between ruler and ministers, and the rise and fall of dynasties.

Chapter 2 The Evolution of the Idea of Loyalty from the Pre-Qin Period to the Early
Tang Dynasty (1500)
The major Pre-Qin works that discuss loyalty are Zuo Zhuan and The Analects. In the late
Spring and Autumn period (722—476), the meaning of loyalty began to extend to the
state and people, and gradually shifted toward the obligation of subjects to serve their
rulers. In Han(202BCE—220), Wei(220—265) and Six Dynasties(206—589) marked a
stage in which the virtue of loyalty evolved from a public-oriented virtue to a personal
one, forming the historical background for the ethical conception of loyalty in the early
Tang Dynasty.

Chapter 3 Types and Connotations of Loyalty in Zuo Zhuan Excerpted in Qunshu Zhiyao
(6100)
This chapter is divided into five sections. Each section draws on specific cases of loyalty
from Zuo Zhuan collected in Qunshu Zhiyao, combined with Confucius’ interpretations
of loyalty in The Analects, to demonstrate the diversity and systematic nature of the
thought of loyalty in Zuo Zhuan as collected in Qunshu Zhiyao.

Chapter 4 Conclusion (800)
Based on an examination of the texts concerning loyalty in Zuo Zhuan as collected in
Qunshu Zhiyao, this paper focuses on the selection and editing of the texts, the collation
of relevant documents, and an analysis of the five types loyalty thought. It clarifies how
Qunshu Zhiyao reconstruction and interpreted the conception of loyalty in Zuo Zhuan,
which essentially served the political governance purpose of the early Tang Dynasty.
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