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[bookmark: _GoBack]My primary responsibility and priority is to safeguard children that I work with and come across on a day to day basis in and out of my school setting. As a Mum myself I am aware that leaving a child in any setting can be somewhat daunting to any parent, I am aware that all settings that look after children have safeguarding policies and procedures. When applying to work with children I have had to apply for a DBS check formally known as a Disclosure Baring Service, anybody that works with children or vulnerable adults must attain one of these first, this is to ensure that children are protected when put in an environment away from home. The DBS was formed in 2012, it came from The Protection of Freedoms Act 2012, this act merged with the Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) and the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) to form one single public body (NSPCC, 2017). It was only when the 1999 Protection of Children Act came into force, was it then statutory to go through checks in order to work with children (Protection of Children Act,1999), however these basic checks were not deemed enough, and theses checks were revised after the tragic deaths of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman. Following the Bichard inquiry, Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 came into place to safeguard children and vulnerable adults, they did this by keeping a record of people unsuitable to work with children and vulnerable adults. From this Act came the Independent Safeguarding Authority (Safeguarding matters, 2011).
I am working as a Teaching Assistant in a primary school and have done so for many years, this has given me some experience when safeguarding children, prior to this safeguarding module I had attended courses, which has given me the basics on how to safeguard children in my care, however the safeguarding module I have undertaken in University has opened my eyes up to new legislations, policies and procedures that I have been un aware of previously, and has given me a deeper understanding on how to safeguard children in my setting.
Here in University I have taken part in a child protection conference with a group consisting of a multi-disciplinary team, my group consisted of a Safeguarding Officer a Key Worker a Social Worker and myself acting as a Health Visitor, I have found this beneficial as it has opened my eyes up to other professional roles, I have also gained knowledge on the importance of multiagency working and how it proves paramount when safeguarding children. Before this I had never been involved in or had any knowledge on how a child protection conference worked, I feel that after taking part in a role play child protection conference, I now have a greater understanding of how multi-disciplinary teams work. Walker (2008) agrees by saying that a multi-agency approach when safeguarding children is beneficial he openly writes about the Children Act 2004 and explains that section 10 of the Act tells us that all professionals that work with or come into contact with children should cooperate effectively and be actively involved to aide a child and their family’s wellbeing (Walker,2008). Penn (2011) agrees she explains that looking after children and their families is complex and requires a multi-agency team to assist in safeguarding children and their families, and that it isn’t just one professional’s responsibility.
After researching some of the acts and legislations I feel that I now have a deeper understanding on why the acts and legislations were put into place, and how reforms, improvements and drastic changes have happened over the years due to the death and mistreatment of many children. The Children’s Charter otherwise known as Children Act 1889 was the first child centred act to come from Parliament, this act meant that the police were able to arrest anyone that mistreated children and were able to enter homes to prevent children from abuse. During my research one act that stood out to me was Every Child Matters 2003, according to Waller (2009) this act followed the publication of the Laming report which was based on the tragic death of Victoria Climbie. This report uncovered the horrific abuse that Victoria had suffered, and how  agencies such as health, social services and the police had missed signs on twelve separate occasions where they could of prevented her death (Beckett,2007), Beckett (2007) tells us that the failings were down to their heavy workloads and inadequate skills, skills that were needed to recognise the abuse Victoria was suffering, Laming decided that drastic changes were to be made in children’s services in order to prevent it happening again (Community Care,2004). The legislation in Every Child Matters is set out through the Governments own approach to the wellbeing of children aged from birth to nineteen (Horton,2005). This act is underpinned by five outcomes those being: be healthy; stay safe; enjoy and achieve; make a positive contribution; and achieve economic well-being as agreed by (Clark and Waller,2007). Everyone working with children should ensure that these five outcomes are adhered to (Clark and Waller,2007). Kay (2012) tells us that the Every Child Matters agenda has also made more people aware of children’s rights, rights that are set out in The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child. I do have a good understanding of The United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the child also known as the UNCRC due to previous research in other modules, I am aware that the UNCRC was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989, and that it was adopted to give children rights, Jones et al (2008) tells us that there are 54 articles and that 41 of these articles are there to identify human rights, and that these rights are there to protect children. The 41 articles according to Jones et al (2008) is set out in three main groups, known as the 3 Ps. These are the provision to ensure children’s survival, the right to protection from exploitation and abuse, and the last one being the right for children to partake in decision making when it affects them (Jones et al,2008). 
 After researching both Acts I believe that Every Child Matters 2003 works well alongside the Children Act 1989. The Children Act 1989 did not come into place until 1991 (Beckett,2007). Beckett (2007) tells us that this Act gathered almost all the laws involved in child protection, and put them together to create one single piece of legislation for both England and Wales. McAuley and Pecora (2006) tells us that the Children Act 1989 was the first piece of child centred legislation and that it took into account the child’s own views, agreed by Barason and Sinason (1999) they explain that it is a child’s right to have their opinions listened to as agreed by Bruce (2014), she tells us that in order for a child’s voice to be listened to we must provide them with opportunities to put their own views across, not doing so would undermine the child’s rights, this links in with article 3 and article 12 of the UNCRC, that all decisions made should be in the best interest of the child, and  that all children have the right to express their own views and wishes (Winter,2011). During my research when taking part in the child protection conference, I came across issues that could prevent a child’s voice from being heard, issues such as the child’s age, and that they may not be old enough to understand. The Working Together to Safeguard Children (2010) guidance works alongside the Children Act 2004, the Act suggests for the child’s voice to be listened to in cases where they are unable to attend meetings, such as a child protection conferences they should supply children with an advocate (Children in Wales,2014). One of the recommendations that came from the Waterhouse report lost in care in 2000 was to establish independent advocacy services here in Wales. Children in Wales (2014) agrees however they tell us that despite the recommendations being made children and their families have very little knowledge of these advocacy services. The general principles of these Acts were to safeguard children and ensure a child’s welfare is foremost. Beckett (2007) writes about the Children Act 2004 and tells us that this Act did not take over the 1989 Children Act but added new reforms that came from reports such as the Laming report and the green paper Every Child Matters. One reform being that England had to appoint a children’s commissioner, previous to this England did not have their own children’s commissioner, Wales however had appointed their children’s commissioner in 2001 (Jones et al,2008). The Children Act 2004 sets the scene for multi-agency teams to work together to promote children’s well-being as agreed by Kay (2012) she tells us that section 11 of the Children Act 2004 says that all Local Authorities must make arrangements to promote a child’s welfare by safeguarding them ensuring that they are kept away from harm. This ties in with the Education Act 2002, this Act is a piece of Government legislation that tells us that all schools and childcare settings when teaching ensure that the children in their care are kept from harm (McAuley and Pecora, 2006). My School does this by having safeguarding policies and procedures, one being e-safety, this policy ensures that we all follow set procedures including the children when accessing the internet. We also have an anti- bullying policy in school to safeguard children, all children are made aware of this policy and what it entails. All Staff in my setting have access to a safeguarding form known as a purple form, if we suspect abuse or neglect is happening towards a child we have a duty of care to fill out the form and hand it straight to our Headteacher, the safeguarding officer.  
Throughout my research the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children also known as NSPCC has played a huge part when it comes to safeguarding children, my previous knowledge on the NSPCC was limited, one thing that I have learned is that section 47 of the Children Act 1989 permits not just Social Workers and the Police but also permits the NSPCC to undertake enquiries to determine whether a child is at risk of harm (Kay,2012). It is however everyone’s duty to make a referral to any one of these agencies if they believe a child is at risk. The Welsh Government produced a document in 2008 known as All Wales Child Protection Procedures, this document was set up for every safeguarding board in Wales, to ensure that everyone is consistent across the board (Welsh Government,2008). Part two of this document tells us that here in Wales safeguarding children is everyone’s responsibility, it also tells us what we should do if we suspect a child is being abused or is at risk of harm. I work in a primary school and the procedure in my school is to fill out a purple form and pass it on to our safeguarding officer, after reading the All Wales Child Protection Procedures I now know that I can report this issue to either Social Services or the Police, as both agencies have the power under section 47 to investigate and take action where necessary (Welsh Government,2008).
The All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 is seen as best practice here in Wales when safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare. The procedures in the document are divided into five sections, the first section covers the context for child protection work. The second section of the document tells us what we should do if we suspect abuse or neglect, with the third section explaining what procedures we must follow after a report of abuse has been made. The fourth section enlists how we should manage the different types of abuse, it provides us with knowledge on the different categories of abuse and the signs that we all should all be looking out for when we care for children, those categories being, emotional; neglect; physical; sexual. Section five of the document enlists all of the multi-agency protocols, including working together under the Children Act 2004. Other protocols included in section five are; how to handle complaints; how to safeguard children through fabricated illnesses; safeguard sexually active young people and how to protect children from online abuse (Welsh Government,2008). 
Working in a busy classroom can prove somewhat challenging, however safeguarding children in our setting should not be taken lightly. Recognising signs of abuse can prove difficult (Kay,2012). Hobart and Frankel (2009) explain that children who suffer from abuse or neglect tend to suffer with more than just one type agreed by (Ward,2014). On reflection I feel that I do need to make myself aware on the signs of abuse more so on regular basis, as a Teaching Assistant it is not my job role to decide whether a child is being abused or neglected, however it is my job to report any concerns to the Headteacher, I believe doing so would be good practice. Section 11 of the Children Act 2004 states that as a practitioner working with children, it is my duty of care to safeguard children in my setting as well as promote their wellbeing (Walker,2008). For good practice to be maintained I will also keep myself up to date with all of the schools safeguarding policies and procedures and refresh my safeguarding training regularly. Kay (2012) explains that good practice does not just come from following guidelines, it comes from having a good understanding of the children you work with, I agree I know when something is wrong with a child in my class their behaviour changes, the signs of abuse or neglect are that little bit easier to detect if you know the child (Kay,2012). To ensure good practice an independent body known as  Estyn funded by the Welsh Government, come out and inspect all schools in Wales, Estyn inspect school safeguarding policies and procedures to ensure that schools are adhering to Government policies and procedures (Grimmett,2006).
Child protection and safeguarding children has gone through many changes in the last century. Acts and legislation reforms have improved children’s welfare greatly, for example the Data Protection Act 1998, this Act allows a multi- disciplinary team to share information about a child and their families when they believe there is a risk of abuse or neglect. The principles of this act are that information should only be shared for a purpose, and that it should only be shared on a need to know basis (Scie.org.uk,2014). Even though there has been great improvement whilst safeguarding children, children are still being abused and killed. Safeguarding children is an ongoing process, that should be revisited and revised on a regular basis (Peckover,2013).
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