By Karen Cook
What is the biggest threat to humanity and why?
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I've recently been asked this question as part of my university degree and I'll be honest with you, if I wasn't confused enough about it before I started researching, then I am totally lost now. 
I've never put any real thought into A.I. becoming smarter than humans and taking over or huge natural disasters destroying the world, because to me that just happens in the movies. It's fantasy and made to entertain us, but then after reading what some of the worlds highly acclaimed scientists have to say I am now having sight doubts. Stephen Hawking himself even said in an interview on BBC he stated “The development of full artificial intelligence could spell the end of the human race.” and then added “Once humans develop artificial intelligence, it would take off on its own and re-design itself at an ever-increasing rate.” and for me that’s very surprising given the fact that without A.I. technology Stephen Hawking would never have been able to achieved all he did in his lifetime, never mind communicate the way he did.

For me I have always believed humans would destroy humanity themselves. What with all the wars, fighting over religion, rich people getting richer by any means possible and making sure the poor stay poor no matter how hard they try to better themselves. Big companies make products that we don’t really need, just to trick us into spending our hard earned money and putting the older version in landfill (material consumption). Hateful speak being posted all over the internet, causing people to turn on each other, over race, sexuality or ever something as silly as hair colour. The world just seems to argue and fight with each other over everything and can never agree. We need to come together, start looking after one another, stop being greedy, stop think only about the here and now, stop thinking about you want and start thinking about others and really pull together to save our planet. At the end of the day if the fighting continues and world goes to ruin, what have you got?


Are humans really destroying humanity?
Blog 2
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As mentioned in my earlier blog, I believe we humans are the biggest threat to humanity. We have become a society of social media junkies and material consumers and to get more likes, followers or whatever else you get from online platforms the better. Most would rather make a post about watching their carbon footprint, than actually do anything about it in reality. The amount of so-called ‘influencers’ that make posts about climate change, racism, sexism, wars happening in the world, only do so from the media fame and so people buy into them doing good and thinking about others. Then a week later jet of around the world to place overly hot and posting photos of them in bikinis and sunbathing at overpriced resorts or fancy yachts. Are they still thinking about climate change and doing everything they can to lower their carbon footprint and help the planet? Or was this free holiday to promote some travel brand, to their millions of followers worth the damage caused?
When it comes to educating the next generation it’s like swimming against the tide. You can teach them about climate change and show them the way we as humans are destroying rainforests, killing of breads of animals, hurt wildlife on land and in our oceans. We can teach them how to recycle better and ways to become more self-sufficient and stop the material consumers. Some children take it very much to heart and really do want to change and they go home a tell their parents all about it and ask if they can help out with the recycling or ask to go vegetarian or vegan. Maybe ask to do some litter picking when out in the countryside, local park or the beach. Some parents will think this is a great idea and fully embrace the idea and try everything to see what works for them and start a new life routine. Others will do it for a while but without much encouragement, it slowly fades and stops completely. Then there are the patents that have no interest at all and think it’s all nonsense and might even ridicule the child.
Never the less we keep on teaching children; we keep on making programmes for all ages to watch and be re-educated about what really matters in this world and how to heal our earth. 
[bookmark: _Int_2s89OWCq]There are many people around the world that write books, make television programmes, but in my option none as inspiring as Sir David Attenborough. Sir David Attenborough has dedicated his life to not just the wildlife and sea life on Earth but how to heal Earth too. Even at 96 years old he is still doing his part to educate us all around the world. He will leave an amazing legacy behind when he passes, and what an extremely sad time that will be for humankind, our planet and our wildlife.
I was one years old when Sir David Attenborough said “It’s surely our responsibility to do everything within our power to create a planet that provides a home not just for us, but for all life on Earth.”
In interviews and his own tv programmes over the many years since he has given many suggestions and reasons for them. I have listed a few below.
“What has brought us to this moment of desperation? I believe it is our hunger for 	perpetual economic growth.” says Attenborough
(In other words, put people and planet over profit!)
“If we are to farm less land, we must eat much less meat, especially red meat, and 	especially beef, which, when including the grain fed to cows, consumes 60 per cent 	of our farmland.” he explains. “Estimates suggest that by changing our habits, 		humankind could feed itself on just half of the land that we currently farm.”


Design Thinking in Education
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Have you ever heard of design thinking?
Have you used it in education or in your work life? 
[bookmark: _Int_PakGfONG][bookmark: _Int_VFAJJJaG]Do you think if you had the option to use it when you were in education, would you have accomplished more?
[bookmark: _Int_sfNVM7Bc]I wish I’d have learned about it years ago, as I truly believe I'd have accomplished far more then I have by now. I might have been a teacher instead of a learning support assistant, even though I love the job I do, I would like to have more control over making the classroom I work in fully inclusive for all abilities. By doing that you help everyone in the class and no one, even the more advanced pupils will loss out, everyone will gain.
The five stages of design thinking are:
· Empathize
· Define
· Ideate
· Prototype
· Test
The five stages help us to better understand, to challenge assumptions, redefine any problems, and create solutions to prototype and then test. Design thinking is a human centred approach to solving digital problems, which creates successful outcomes.
Click to watch
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