


On the night of Friday, the 13th    2015 gunmen and suicide bomber targeted a concert hall, a major stadium, restaurants and bars in Paris. Costing many innocent victims to lose their lives and to be scarred from this terrifying attack. The first attack commenced during a football game in the Stade de France at 21:20, this resulted in three suicide bombers attacking the stadium while the game was on going, fortunately they didn’t mange to get into the stadium and the explosion went off outside. During this there was a president inside with hundreds of football fans. The third attacker went on to a further place hoping to set of his bomb at a local restaurant. This attack resulted in 1 fatality, due to the suicide bombers not entering the stadium and blowing themselves up. (BBC New, 2015). At 21:32 gun men arrived at restaurant La Petit Camboge and Le Carillon, this attack consisted of three-gun men open shooting at individuals in the restaurant and passer-by. This attack just took minutes which resulted in 15 facilities and with 15 severely injured. Minutes after the attack on the restaurants there was a further attack at 21:36, where gun men opened fired once again at a local café called Bonne Biere. In addition, 5 more fatalities arose at this spot (Ray, 2015). Furthermore at 21:40 gun men reached the location of another restaurant called, La Belle equipe, killing the second highest number of victims this night, 19 fatalities from the violent shooting at the restaurant. Making the deadliest attack to be on the Bataclan concert hall, this concert was filled with hundreds of people, when a suicide bomber entered the concert hall killing 90 victims and injuring 400 more innocent individuals. The end result of all these horrendous attacks left 130 innocent victims to lose their life that night and more than 416 individuals where injured (Caulcutt, 2021).
Questions have been bought to attentions about the terrorist group involved with the Paris attacks. The group was claimed by the ISIS terrorist group, where rumours have stated that theses individuals are known by the police in connection with further crimes. The suspects master mind behind the attacks is Abdelhamid Abaaoud, who is a Belgian national and is in connection with other terror related crimes. Abaaoud was not killed during the attack but was later killed in a police operation called Saint Denis (BBC News, 2016). Salah Abdeslam is also suspected to play a major role in the planning of the Paris attack, where he had been giving directions to the three bombers who attacked the Stade de France. He was later arrested and on trial on the 18th of March 2016. Majority of the attacker involved had relations to another terrorist attack being the Molenbeek which happened in Belgium (BBC News, 2015).
The emergency services role in dealing with this horrific attack was under a high amount of pressure due to how big of a scale it was. In order to achieve the best outcome, they need a strong leadership base to control and manage the situation. During the first attack at the Stade de France the leadership of this operation worked well, this is due to them getting the president out of the stadium quickly and quietly and not alarming any of the audience, by doing this is resulted in less deaths and insured casualties, it worked in the police favour as everyone remained calm and didn’t seek to panic. Meanwhile, while this was all happening there was orders for the investigators to access the scene in order to gather as much information and to discover what sort of explosive they were looking at. From this excellent leadership thinking this benefited them when it came to the last attack on the Bataclan as the information they gathered provided useful in resolving the attack on the Bataclan. Furthermore, there was also good communication leadership, this is for the reason that, the police and ambulance services worked well as a team. They did this by having a system in place called SINUS, this system is put in place so member of the public will have a wrist band in order to be traced and show their ware bouts during an incident. Following the attack, the bands were used to provide information which was updated to a database so emergency and family member knew where individual where and if they were being transferred to the hospital or morgue (Williams, 2016).
However, there were some flaws in the leadership skilled used on the night of the attack. One major flaw was the lack in communication between the police and BRI (Research and intervention brigade) this mistake left to major faults, due to poor communication emergency services turned up late to two incidents. 20 minutes late to the Bataclan concert hall, making them half hour late to the attack. From this attack there was numerous of hostages being held and a further two hours went by before they police rescued them. criticising the leadership and emergency services during a terror attack can be difficult, however if there was better communication and more training in place to prepare organisation it could have resulted in less casualties (The New York times, 2015).
On the date of the Paris attack there were no set laws in place which granted the French police the ability extends their powers in a crisis, such as the Paris attack. Following the attacks, the government put in place a law which granted police to search an individual’s house and to put someone under arrest if they felt it was necessary. By having this law in place, it gives the police more powers to prevent terror attacks from occurring and to arrest an individual if they believe they are not that innocent (Paccalin, 2015). A mixture of two leadership theories were used throughout this case. The first one being Transactional approach, this was taken by majority of the police force as the officers needed to wait for instruction with how to deal with the situation from their leader. This displays transactional theory as the leader shows that there in charge and that it’s there way of doing things. The other form of leadership theory was Transformational this was used by the emergency services as they worked as a team and communicated with each other which allowed them to monitor where patients where going. Transformational theory is when the leader encourages their team and listens to their ideas in order to receive the best outcome (James, 2013).
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