Label.

Egyptian Paddle Doll.
On loan from Cyfarthfa Castle Museum, Merthyr Tydfil.
Circa 11th Dynasty, 4000 years ago.

Wooden figure with simple black/red decoration, featuring female pubic triangle.
Mainly discovered in tombs of women. Other examples have a head and beaded hair, possibly shaken as an instrument.
Initially thought to be children’s toys, later considered to represent continued fertility.
May also symbolise procreative relationships in the afterlife.
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