Myth in Greek and Roman Epic

Verqgilian Women and Underworlds [Unit 8]

Primary Reading: Vergil, Aeneid 1, 4 and 6.

SECTION A: DIDO
Discussion Points
Part One: Meeting and Union of Dido and Aeneas

1. How is Dido portrayed before the betrayal of Aeneas?

2. What mythical and epic exempla are used in the portrayal of Dido? Why?

3. To what extent are we supposed to think of Jason and Medea as corollaries to Aeneas and
Dido?
How does Vergil differ from his mythological and epic influences? Why?
Are we supposed to think of historical examples when reading Dido? Why?
What are the roles of the gods in Dido and Aeneas’ relationship?
Are Dido and Aeneas married? Does this affect our interpretation of their union?
Are we supposed to compare Dido and Lavinia? Who comes out on top?
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Part Two: The Death of Dido
1. Is the characterisation of Dido in her death consistent with that earlier in the epic?
2. What mythological and epic exempla are used in the portrayal of Dido’s death? Why?
3. How does Vergil differ from his epic and mythological influences? Why?
4. What is the traditional mythology associatedwith Dido’s death? Why has Vergil chosen this
version?
What is the significance of the method of Dido’s death?
How would the history of Rome/Carthage/Egypt affect our interpretation of Dido’s death?
7. Why has Vergil included Dido in the underworld? Does this meeting impact our
interpretation of book 4?
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SECTION B: BOOK 6
Discussion Points
Part One: The first half of book 6
1. Why does Aeneas need to visit the underworld?
Why would Vergil have wanted to add a visit to the underworld?
What mythological and epic exempla are used in the creation of this book? Why?
How does Vergil differ from his mythological and epic exempla? Why?
What is the topography of the underworld in the first half of the book?
Who does Aeneas meet and why?
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Part Two: The second half of book 6

1. What is the topography of the underworld in the second half of the book?

2. Who does Aeneas meet and why?
Explain the parade of Romans in the latter half of this book.
How does this book contribute to the themes and epic concerns of the Aeneid as a whole?
What mythological and epic exempla are used in the creation of the second half of the book?
Do they differ from those of the first half? Why?

6. How does Aeneas return from the underworld? Why does he return from the ivory rather than
horn gate?
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