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	RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

   What is the public perception of terrorism and how does this help or hinder counter-terrorism measures?
     
   The researcher has chosen to examine terrorism in Wales because of strong personal and academic interest in intelligence and counter-terrorism which play a vital role in protecting a nation and its citizens. Also, the researcher’s personal experiences in Turkey as a witness and victim of factious nationalist and religious terrorism. In addition to that, being a member of a former Turkish senior intelligence officer’s family had a significant influence on choosing this topic.

   The UK and Turkey share similarities in their internal security problems, such as tensions between Welsh and English communities in the UK and between Kurdish and Turkish populations in Turkey, Kurdish and Welsh nationalism, and terrorism caused by the PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ Party) and MAC, Free Wales Army and Sons of Glyndwr. Both countries had faced issues because of large-scale immigration from the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia, which caused tensions between local populations and newcomers. In addition to that, Islamist extremism and attacks by groups such as Al-Qaeda and ISIS are common threats. And lastly hybrid warfare actions by other countries are shared risks in counter-terrorism. These parallels will be helpful for analysing the causes of terrorism, current terrorist threats, and the effectiveness of counter-terrorism efforts in Wales.

   This research will focus on public perceptions of terrorism. Terrorism has been studied for a long time, widely and globally to understand the reasons for it to achieve the target of elimination and minimizing the risks of it. This topic and planned survey questions are worthy as an undergraduate dissertation because of the importance of human intelligence and public support are one of key components of counter-terrorism, specifically in multicultural societies.
 The study aims to gather information about how the public perceives terrorism, providing this data that could help counter-terrorism units create and review their strategies, strengthen community relations with police forces, and improve intelligence collection regarding suspicious individuals or activities. Also, the research focuses on assessing public consent for counter-terrorism policing and evaluating the significance of neighbourhood policing in gathering intelligence.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

   A primary aim of this study is to explore current public perceptions of terrorism in Wales and assess how these perceptions influence collaboration between the public and the police. A central focus is to identify the differences between public perception and reality, and to examine how this can be used to improve counter-terrorism strategies, especially improving public contributions to intelligence gathering and cooperation with counter-terrorism units.

   The first objective is to identify how the public defines terrorism and the difference between freedom fighters and terrorist organisations, as well as to analyse public thoughts on nationalist violence and far-right extremist groups.

   The second objective is to examine public perceptions of existing terrorism risks, including the perceived level and sources of these threats, and to assess the public’s awareness and capability in recognising suspicious behaviour or activities.

   The final objective is to evaluate public trust in the police forces, the degree of engagement with public community support officers (PCSO)s, and how these factors influence individuals’ willingness to report concerns or share intelligence relevant to counter-terrorism efforts.



	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:

   According to the Crown Prosecution Service (2025), terrorism is defined as one or more acts, whether occurring within or outside the UK, such as causing serious violence against a person, significant property damage, endangering life (other than the perpetrator’s own), creating a serious risk to public health or safety, or deliberately interfering with or disrupting an electronic system. Such actions must be intended to influence the government or an international organisation, or to intimidate the public, and must be carried out for political, religious, racial, or ideological purposes.

   While this definition is so clear within the UK, there remains no internationally accepted definition of terrorism. This lack of consensus largely comes from the complexity of terrorism’s historical and political context, as well as countries' reluctance to assume binding legal responsibilities under international law. Since the French Revolution, modern terrorism defined as the use or threat of violence to achieve political aims has been seen in various forms, including maintaining or challenging governmental power, suppressing oppositions, overthrowing regimes, or fighting for liberation from imperialism, colonialism, or communism. Terrorism often serves as a “dirty” but practical and rational tool for weaker actors engaged in asymmetric conflicts (Kanat and Unal 2023).

   According to Akbari (2023), defining the difference between freedom fighters and terrorists depends on several factors, including whether their actions are lawful according to international humanitarian law, whether for lawful rights or unlawful gains, and whether they deliberately target civilians or non-military objectives.

   The Protect UK (2025) report states that the current terrorism threat level in the UK is substantial, meaning that an attack is likely. Threat levels are based on available intelligence, terrorist capability, intent, and timing. Evaluating and maintaining these levels allows authorities to take proportionate and effective measures to prevent attacks.

   According to Counter Terrorism Policing (2025), the primary threats for the UK come from Islamist extremist terrorism, extreme right-wing terrorism, and hostile state activity such as Russia, China, and Iran. Since 2017, forty-three late-stage plots have been successfully disrupted. The MI5 workload is approximately seventy five percent Islamist extremist terrorism, twenty five percent extreme right-wing terrorism, and less than one percent far-left or single issue ideologies. Under the Home Office lead, CONTEST strategy Prevent Programme assesses around seven thousand individuals annually for potential radicalisation; approximately sixty five percent of them receive support from partner organisations, and cases are reviewed every six to twelve months. Additionally, about five hundred people each year are identified as being at risk of being drawn into terrorism. Around twenty two thousand reports are made annually to the anti-terrorist hotline, about twenty percent of them passed to officers for further investigation which proves substantial public support and the importance of public intelligence in counter-terrorism.

   Between 1963 and 1993, there were Welsh nationalist groups which were The Movement for the Defence of Wales (MAC), Meibion Glyndwr (Sons of Glyndwr), and the Free Wales Army, conducted low-level terrorist activities trying to help for gaining Welsh independence. These symbolic terrorist activities emerged following events such as the flooding of Tryweryn Valley, the Aberfan mining disaster, and the Investiture of the Prince of Wales. Their activities included bombings, sabotage of water infrastructure, and arson attacks on holiday homes. The Free Wales Army mainly served as a tool for propaganda rather than paramilitary actions. These actions failed to achieve political objectives and undermined support for Welsh independence on a national scale (Brooke, 2018).

   According to Byman (1998), ethnic terrorism differs from other forms of terrorism, and requires different counter-terrorism strategies. Policymakers and analysts should engage with mainstream ethnic oppositions, encouraging them to policing themself within their communities. It is vital to analyse whether these mainstream groups support, recruit for, or resist terrorist organisations. The key solution to fight against ethnic terrorism is understanding and reversing such relationships. The decision makers should consider offering concessions to cooperative mainstream groups to prevent from extremists exploitation. Intelligence plays a crucial role for effective counter-terrorism. Also informing authorities in the decision-making process to allow them to identify allies, potential threats, and ways to protect moderate individuals from their own community.

   According to MI5 (2025), intelligence collection remains fundamental to addressing threats against the UK. Intelligence can be categorised by its source: Open Source Intelligence (OSINT), Human Intelligence (HUMINT), Measurement and Signature Intelligence (MASINT), Signals Intelligence (SIGINT), and Imagery Intelligence (IMINT). HUMINT not only refers to humans as sources but also to the process of intelligence collection. It plays an important role in counter-terrorism by providing information about the intentions and plans of illegal organisations. For maximum effectiveness, HUMINT should be supported by technical intelligence (Clark, 2014).

   According to Thomas (2016), successful community policing, collaboration with partner agencies, will improve public trust and confidence with openness, accountability, and transparency. This trust, in turn, increases the flow of valuable information and intelligence from communities, including in counter-terrorism content.

   However, willingness alone is insufficient for effective public reporting of suspicious behaviour. Education and awareness are critical. According to Protect UK (2025), the National Counter Terrorism Security Office (NaCTSO) has developed free online awareness courses aimed at improving public understanding of terrorist threats. These courses provide guidance on recognising and responding to suspicious individuals, objects, and situations, as well as explaining current terrorist tactics.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

   An online survey will be used as the primary research method, allowing the researcher to reach a large and diverse sample of participants in order to collect and analyse data on public perceptions of counter-terrorism in Wales. The survey questions are designed to collect both qualitative and quantitative data, enabling a deeper understanding of public perspectives while also allowing for measurable analysis. This method was chosen due to its efficiency, convenience, and time-saving advantages. Quantitative responses can be automatically processed and converted into statistical data using survey programs, making the analysis easier. The survey aims to collect primary data that reflects the views of individuals from various backgrounds and opinions, to support research topics.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

   Members of the public who are aged eighteen and above and live in Wales will be invited to participate in the online survey. The survey is intended to measure public perceptions of terrorism and counter-terrorism. Engaging with a large number of participants will increase the response rate, also improve the reliability and validity of the research findings. Terrorism is an unavoidable part of modern life, this survey will show varying perceptions of risk across different parts of the population. The results will assist counter-terrorism units to help to understand public viewpoints and also direct to shape strategies that encourage community cooperation and the reporting of suspicious individuals or activities.
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