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1 I INTRODUCTION (o h 2 I SEARCH
AND RESEARCH _\tesearc 7 STRATEGY

. AIM . S A search strategy is a planned
This poster summarises the methods used for a A ;
way of finding relevant literature.

desk-based study of existing research. It shows how ) . . )
X It identifies the main concepts in
literature was searched for, selected, evaluated and . .
N i R a research question, alternative
analysed. The dissertation expands on these steps in
search terms and ways to

\(GLE[EIE combine them (University of
e = Leeds Library, n.d.).

SEARCHING FOR & P > For this study, the main concepts
3 INFORMATION \\"’ were health inequalities,

socioeconomic deprivation,
healthcare accessand England.
Alternative terms helped identify
studies that used different
wording for the same issues.

A structured literature search was conducted to identify
relevant academic sources addressing health
inequalities and healthcare access among low-income
communities in England. According to Aveyard (2023),
a systematic and organised approach to searching the
literature helps researchers identify and evaluate
relevant evidence. Keywords were developed from the
research aim, including "health inequalities”,
"socioeconomic deprivation”, "low-income communities”
and "healthcare access”. These terms were combined
using Boolean operators (AND and OR) to identify
relevant academic literature.
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4 I PICTURE / GRAPH / VISUAL AID / STATISTICS
Life expectancy at birth in England, 2020-2022

@ Most deprived areas Least deprived areas

100 years
80 years

60 years
40 years
20 years

0 years

Male 72.6 / 83.0 years Female 77.7 / 86.1years

(Office for National Statistics, 2025)
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6 INCLUSION
CRITERIA

* Evidence relevant to healthcare
access and socioeconomic
deprivation.

Research relevant to England or
the English healthcare system.
Academic research supported
where appropriate by credible
policy and statistical sources.
English-language sources
accessible for assessment.
Recent evidence for current
services, alongside older sources
needed for historical or
theoretical context.

5 | RESEARCH VALIDATION Q
AND ANALYSIS N\

Validation means checking whether a source is suitable
and trustworthy for the research question. | used the CRAAP
Test to consider its Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy
and Purpose (Blakeslee, 2004). This helped me assess
sources consistently, although a credible publication can
still have limitations in its methods or relevance to England.
Analysis involved reading the five selected studies,
recording their main findings and comparing recurring
ideas. Following a thematic approach (Braun and Clarke,
20086), related findings were grouped into potential themes
such as financial barrierstransport and service availability,
and digital exclusion. The final themes should reflect what
the selected studies actually show and will be discussed in
\_ Chapter 4.
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7 I EXCLUSION
CRITERIA

* Sources unrelated to healthcare access or socioeconomic circumstances.

* Research with no clear relevance to England.

* Sources whose methods, evidence or authorship could not be assessed adequately.

* Non-English sources or sources without enough accessible information for evaluation

* Older evidence superseded by more relevant current research, unless historically important.
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( 8 I ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY: DATA INTEGRITY AND RELIABILITY :

As this research uses publicly available \/ Research findings will be reported
secondary sources, no personal or accurately without changing or
identifiable information will be collected misrepresenting evidence.
directly from individuals. Any sensitive Academic sources will be evaluated
information reported in existing studie: using the CRAAP Test to ensure
will be treated responsibly, and mean R{=TF2
credibility, accuracy and reliability

individual identities will not be disclosed,
(UK Research and Innovation, 2022). (Aveyard, 2023; UKRIO, 2025).

RESPECT FOR INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY :

All academic sources and research
findings will be appropriately
acknowledged using Harvard

referencing to avoid plagiarism and

respect the intellectual property of
original authors. Information will be
accurately presented without
misrepresenting research findings
(Aveyard, 2023).

COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND
REGULATIONS:

The research will follow relevant ethical
guidelines and academic standards,
including the principles of the UK General
Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR)
and the Data Protection Act 2018 where
applicable. This will support the
responsible use of research information
and protect personal data (Data
Protection Act 2018).

INFORMED CONSENT:
As the study is based entirely on
existing published literature, no
participants will be recruited or
interviewed. Therefore, new informed
consent will not be required.
However, the research will prioritise
studies that demonstrate
appropriate ethical approval and
informed consent where relevant
(Health Research Authori





