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2.1 Advocating Statecraft, ‘Practical Learning’ and Opposing Empty Talk

Huang Zongxi E55-2% (1610-1695)’s academic propositions

* ‘During the Ming Dynasty, scholars only repeated the old contents of the
predecessors, neither regarded the Six Classics as the foundation of learning,
abandoned books, and engaged in empty talk. Therefore, those who pursue
scholarship must first delve into the classics. The purpose of classical learning
is to govern the world and serve society, so that it will not become the
pedantic learning of Confucian scholars. Therefore, they should also study

history.’
[BAAGEE, BEREiR2IEM, LA IT/\%«.H AIRTE, REMIESRER, NZEE
WFEERE, RIMATLIEH, BARERECE, BERSEE. | !

Jiegiting Ji B5IESEE (Jieqiting Collection)
Volume 11

* Practical Learning

1Quan Zuwang £HEE, edited by Zhu ZhuyuZkEEE8, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu £tRLREEEIREE;E (Shanghai: Shanghai guji chubanshe, 2000).



2.1 Advocating Statecraft, ‘Practical Learning’ and Opposing Empty Talk

Quan Zuwang £$HEE (1705-1755)'s Inheritance

* Practical Learning:

His scholarship was grounded in the classical texts and historical studies.

Jiegiting Collection, including Jingshi Wenda &SP 52 (Questions and Answers on
Classics and History)

The revised Song Yuan Xuean FRTGERZE (Learning Cases of Song and Yuan dynasties)

e Statecraft: the collection of documents for the benefit of the present and future
generations
Jieqiting Ji preserved the history of accounts of righteous heroes
correcting the negative social customs of that time



2.2 Opposing Sectarian Bias

* ‘Throughout my life, | have interpreted classical texts without adhering rigidly to
any single school of thought, lest it spark disputes. My sole aim has been to
ensure accurate interpretation.

[ BREFIRER, REBHET KR, UBOE<CE, BXEEMmE. | 2
Jingshi Wenda &9 % (Questions and Answers on Classics and History)

Volume 2

* ‘The malady of sectarianism most imprisons the mind.The way of the sages lies in
practice rather than in words and texts... Those who set up separate factions, raise
their own banners, and only debate verbally, such behavior obviously has no

practical effect on learning.’
[FIFZi’, =E#A, EBREEEE, ANMGaR. . HKEDERNE, EEEREEE, HEE
REWIRR, | 3
Duzhou Liuxiansheng Shuyuan Ji ¥tiM7<5cEEE
(Record of the Six Masters'Academy in Duzhou)

2Quan Zuwang, edited by Zhu Zhuyu, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu.
3Quan Zuwang, edited by Zhu Zhuyu, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu.



2.3 Emphasizing the Compilation and Preservation of Local History and Literature

‘I have always been dedicated to collecting historical documents from my
hometown. Most of the content that had long been overlooked or lost in
various local chronicles has now been documented and expressed in my works.’

[BEOURENR, AHRHETHAE, EZ8UNERZ. | ¢

The Jieqgiting Collection

4Quan Zuwang, edited by Zhu Zhuyu, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu.



2.3 Emphasizing the Compilation and Preservation of Local History and Literature

Quan Zuwang's Inheritance

* Decades of relentless effort in collecting materials

* Gathered materials by
e Copying books
 Conducting interviews
* Gathering information from the subject's relatives, family members, and
close friends
= Efc



2.3 Emphasizing the Compilation and Preservation of Local History and Literature

Image source: Baidu B &

The Jiegiting Collection
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Xu Yongshang Qijiu Shi 48R _FE&E:F
(Sequel to Poems of Yongshang’s Venerable Elders) 1o



2.4 Emphasizing the Authenticity of History and Literature

 ‘History is meant to record facts; anything untrue cannot be called
history.... Only by first achieving authenticity can a historical account be
deemed credible.”
[SELACE, IFEEE, L. . B, ABILEEZESR. | 5
The Jiegiting Collection

5Quan Zuwang, edited by Zhu Zhuyu, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu.



2.4 Emphasizing the Authenticity of History and Literature

 The importance of verifying historical records

meticulously verified historical facts by examining conflicting material
‘Two or three tenths of the contents were related to rectifying
previous historical inaccuracies.’

[FTIERUSEAFRIE <2 —=, | °

A History of Chinese Scholarship in the Last Three Hundred Years FEIF=BFEE2H#H

* To narrate history objectively and truthfully
* Good and evil do not mask each other
* Not to cover up the faults of the wise and the powerful
* Neither conceal relatives’ misdeeds nor exaggerate their virtues.’

6Liang Qichao Z2RG8, A History of Chinese Scholarship in the Last Three Hundred Years REIL =B SFE475E, in Liang gichao quaniji ZRIFEEEE (Beijing: Beijing chubanshe, 1999).

7This slide draws on Le Chengyao S47#'s article, ‘Quan zuwang zai qingdai de shixue gongxian’ £tHEEBAISEZEERL, Quan zuwang yu zhedong xueshu wenhua guoji yantaohui lunwenji 1822 B2 BREM AT AL ERIFE
s =M EE (Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue chubanshe).



2.4 Emphasizing the Authenticity of History and Literature

 Good and evil do not mask each other
Zheng Bing Eff5 the History of Song Dynasty 7R
‘Not let good and evil overshadow each other’ [EZZ=AtE#E] ¢

* Not to cover up the faults of the wise and the powerful

‘One should not deliberately favor someone nor cover up their faults just because they
are a great sage.!” [AAILIKEMMEL] °

Zhu Yizun x&& (1629-1709)

Emperor Taizu X#H (r. 1368-1398) of the Ming dynasty (1368-1644)

‘As for Emperor Taizu's arbitrariness, it need not be concealed, nor can it be concealed
by later generations.’

[ZEEXKECRE, AIKEE, THEEEARMBERED, | 10

* Neither conceal relatives’ misdeeds nor exaggerate their virtues.
Criticized Yuan Jue Z=#f (1266—1327)
Yuan Yong &= (?-1276)1

8Quan Zuwang, edited by Zhu Zhuyu, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu.
9Quan Zuwang, edited by Zhu Zhuyu, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu.
11This slide draws on Le Chengyao’s article, ‘Quan zuwang zai gingdai de shixue gongxian’. 10Quan Zuwang, edited by Zhu Zhuyu, Quan zuwang ji huijiao jizhu.
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