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The Norte Chico civilisation also known as the Caral-Supe civilisation was located in the central/south of Peru. It isnt a traditional civilisation in a sense, it is certainly missing some traits of a civilisation like a written language, even though they do have a way of calculating and communication. I find it very interesting because of the fact not a lot is known about the culture and civilisation as a whole because of the little material remains that they left behind. We do know that there where about 20 to 30 different citys or major hubs that where spread out over the distance of 700 square miles. From right towards the edge of the ocean to more inland along 3 main rivers. We know that trade existed between the cities because of the shells found in burials too far from the sea to just collect them where found. There was also a lot of trade to do with food mainly inland, llama jerky was one of the main products of this. Because we know that the people in Norte Chico did not make a lot of figures or statues themselves, further evidence of trade could have been that there have been statues found in burials. They could have gotten the statues off outsiders, with the people who were not a part of community. Or an alternative idea of why little figures where in burials is that they could have just made the figures and statues for special occasion like a person’s death to act like more like gifts to them or it could have been gifts to the gods. Suggesting that there has been some kind of ritual taking place where they needed human sacrifices.
The government was thought to be ruled more of a theocratic government meaning they where ruled by gods and divine beings likely through people who were the priests. Similar to many Andean cultures and civilisations what where to come after them. We can see a clear indication of an organized religion within the community but we don’t quite know how many gods the Caral-Supe civilisation had as a whole but we do know that they had one and we call It the staff god. The staff god is thought to be the earliest representation of a god anywhere in the Americas. The first drawing of the god we found was a drawing on a type of gourd, probably a squash since they where one of their primary crops and also a source of trade income. The drawing of this staff god on a gourd predates any other depiction of the staff god by at least 1200 years so it is unknown if the meaning of the god was different and what the god was for at this time. As the god is depicted on the gourd it wasn’t holding the 2 staffs up in its hands like it was usually depicted, so rather than it being a god of the sun, moon or lightning it may have been a god of harvest or something similar to that. 
Monumental buildings are a huge part of the identity of the Norte Chico/ Caral-Supe civilisation. Not only where their pyramids impressive but their building and planning skills in general where ahead of its time. After the major excavations that where completed in the late 20th century it uncovered that there where large-scale architecture that where organized and planned methodically before they were built. the way these central hubs where made where very unique and the first of its kind at the time. Evidence shows us that the way that these people of the Caral-Supe civilisation designed their city plans and monuments would actually influence a majority of the city building in many of the other Andean cultures for about 4000 years after the Caral-Supe civilisation disappeared. 
In total there are 6 monumental platform mounds, or some may call them pyramids. These pyramids are some of the oldest monumental mounds in the world for some of them like the ones in Caral even predate the pyramids that where being built in Giza, Egypt, by approximately 100 years. The biggest mound of the 6 is one that is called the Piramide Mayor that reaches 60 feet up and 500 feet across at the base. it is again not known what the pyramids were made for or who they where made for. It’s widely suggested that they also had something to do with their gods and where they may have held ceremonies, sacrifices and festivals on and around it. 
