Online Meeting, 14/05/2020 
Discussion session of Freshwater Conservation exam topic 
& suggested research material for this year’s exam 


Exam date and time – Thursday 28th May, 1-5pm 

Exam timeframe – 4 hours

Question – Unseen question due to circumstances of not being in a physical exam.  What you are provided with below and within following revision sessions/discussion meetings in the lead-up to your exam will be the overarching ‘topic’ of your exam and broadly suggested research areas which will be beneficial to your personal researching and exam preparation.

The exam has been set out this way as discussed with Rhian, as we believe this to be the best way to conduct the exam in a fair way, whilst allowing you all to demonstrate your knowledge, what you’ve learned through the course and apply your research skills.

Exam Topic – Freshwater Biodiversity and Anthropogenic Activities 
Consider the ways humanity has influenced (within the past or at present) our freshwater.  

Content to consider researching…
With each of these areas to research, keep in mind:
‘Which anthropogenic activities may / do come into contact with these?’ 
or ‘what consequences may occur because of these?’

· Ecosystem services – altering freshwater environments
· Keystone species – Food webs and whole ecosystem health/productivity
· Species sensitivity – Chemical composition of freshwater environments and the life/systems they support.
· Invasive species – Introduced species affecting native species/ecosystem
· Habitats and communities – interconnectedness of species, their niches and roles within an ecosystem.
· Industrial impacts – Human uses of freshwater
· Groundwater pumping – Excessive pumping
· Anthropogenic infrastructure – Built environment in and around habitats defined by water (e.g. rivers, canals, flood plains etc)
· Climactic changes – Weather patterns/precipitation chemistry
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