

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Chloe Thomas

	Tick all boxes which apply:


	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	X
	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐
	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐



SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	X
	NO
	☐

	

	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐
	


	
	Faculty Research Committee
	☐
	


	
	Other (write in)


	☐
	Tutor - Jessica Pitman





SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice


	   x

	

UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	X

	

	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity






Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	X

	

If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation






SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	The use of interventions to support children with ALN

	Proposed start date:
	November 1st 2020
	Proposed end date:
	November 14th 2020

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity
To discover whether interventions used in play are effective in supporting young children with ALN within early years settings. Nahmias et al (2014) states that interventions should be implemented in order for children with learning disabilities to benefit from their interactions in play as it supports their cognitive and communication development. Odom et al (2011) supports interventions in play to allow children with additional learning needs to form meaningful relationships with their peers. Lord and Jones (2012) believes that building friendships requires a set of specific social skills, which a lot of children with additional learning needs struggle with. Odom et al (2011) believes that interventions support social development by increasing a child’s empathy and compassion. The use of interventions in play allows social and cognitive skills to be developed in natural environments and enhances a child’s engagement in play with their peers. 
Therefore, the proposed research study intends to observe children with additional learning needs during play whilst interventions are being used. It will take place during both indoor and outdoor play. Jones (2019) suggests that children’s gross motor skills are less apparent in indoor play. The research will compare how the children behave in indoor and outdoor play with interventions and see if there is apparent changes in behaviour. The research will interview the practitioners to get their view on whether they have noticed an improvement in behaviour since interventions have been in place. 

	Research Question
Are interventions effective for supporting children with additional learning needs in play?



	Aims of Research Activity
To observe children with additional learning needs with their peers during indoor and outdoor play to see whether they behave differently in different settings when interventions are involved. 
To interview practitioners to see whether they believe the child’s behaviour changes with interventions in indoor and outdoor play are creating opportunity for development.  



	Objectives of Research Activity
To conduct observations of play indoors and outdoors.
To use a notebook record behaviours I observe and to take photographs for analysis. 
To interview practitioners to see whether they have noticed a change in behaviour. 



	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	The setting will be contacted to discuss being involved in this study and ethical approval will be granted. When the setting has agreed to be involved, consent letters will be sent out to all parents, carers and practitioners who will be involved in this study. Bera (2011) states that researchers should operate within an ethic of respect for anyone involved in their research. Participants will be made aware of the proposed plan, all ethical issues and that they have the right to withdraw at any time. 
The research setting will be at a school environment and take place in the classroom as well as outside. It will involve a class of 20-25 children aged between 4-5 years old, where 5 children have been diagnosed with additional learning needs. 
The study will involve observations every day over a 2 week period in November. The researchers will be there throughout the whole school day and conduct 4 observations a day. This will include 2 observations indoor and 2 observations outdoor per day. The observations will take place during usual play activities to keep the observations as natural as possible. They will be 30 minutes each and the researcher will be observing approximately 5 children at a time. This is enough time to observe the children’s behaviours and engagement with peers without overwhelming the participants. The observations will take place after consideration with the practitioner to ensure the wellbeing of the class in line with Bera (2018).  
During the observations, the research will be using a notebook to record the findings. This is an ethical data collection method as it is discrete and does not disrupt the setting. Short videos will also be taken, however they will be from a small camera set up in the corner of the room. This makes it not noticeable to the participants that they are being recorded as this could make them feel uncomfortable. Before filming takes place, parents and carers would have consented to the filming of their child, and if there are children who can’t be filmed only notes will be taken at that time. The data collected from the notes and videos will be analysed at the end of the 2 weeks, 
Interviews will also be used as part of the research. During the 2 week period, practitioners will be interviewed at suitable times for themselves in line with Bera (2018). They will be semi-structured interviews lasting 15 minutes. If practitioners allow the interviews to be recorded, it will be recorded using a voice recorder as well as the researcher taking notes. The questions involved in the interview will be relevant to the study and not inappropriate or insensitive. They will also have the option to not answer any question they feel not comfortable answering. 





	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	Indoor and outdoor play will both take place in the children’s normal school environment. They will be observed both in the classroom for indoor play and outside in the forest school area for outdoor play. Will be based in Swansea. 



	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	n/a


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   


	NO
	X

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales



SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
Will the research activity include:
Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument? YES
Use of interviews?    YES
Use of diaries?  YES
Participant observation with their knowledge? YES
Participant observation without their knowledge?  NO
Use of video or audio recording? YES
Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent? NO
Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive? NO
Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem? NO
Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities? NO
Use of procedures that involve deception? NO
stration of any substance, agent or placebo? NO
Working with live vertebrate animals? NO

SECTION G: Intended Participants
Students or staff at the University? NO
Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)? YES
Vulnerable adults? NO
Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required) YES
Prisoners? NO
Young offenders? NO
Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relatio ship with the investiagtor? NO
People engaged in illegal activities? NO
Other? NO

Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited?
How many participants are expected?    20 - 25 children, aged 4-5 years old. 
 10 practitioners, aged above 18 years old.
Who will the participants be?  Girls and boys aged 4-5 years old
Practitioners, over 18 years old
How will you identify the participants? The school setting will select participants with consent at random to fit this category. 


Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect? YES

Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
YES
Will you obtain written consent for participation?
YES
Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
YES
If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
YES
Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
YES
With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
YES
Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
YES
Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
YES
Information for participants:
Will participants be paid?
NO
Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants
NO
Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
NO
Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
NO
Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information
Risk to Participant:
A potential risk could involve emotional distress to the participant. Due to the participant not being familiar with the researcher being in their usual setting, this could cause confusion and anxiety. 
How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant
The researcher will try to make the observations as discrete as possible and choose observation times most suitable to their usual school routine. This should be less intrusive for the participants. 

Risk to Participant:
The participants may not feel comfortable being filmed

How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant
Before filming takes place, the participants will be made aware they have the right to withdraw at any time. If any participant feels uncomfortable at any time, the recording will stop and only notes will be taken. If any child continues to feel uncomfortable and starts to be upset or cry, the observation will come to a stop. 

Risk to Participant:
The researcher may behave unprofessionally or offend a participant causing emotional harm.

How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant
The researcher will already have studied and be aware of the role and will know what is inappropriate/ offensive in this setting. The researcher will work with the practitioner and ensure to work in accordance.

Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest
Risk to Investigator:
The researcher does not know the participants personally and could be accidentally or purposely be harmed by a child.

How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:
The researcher will discuss with the practitioner prior to the observations and be made aware of any concerns or behaviours within the children. The researcher will observe from a suitable and safe place to ensure they aren’t in the way.

Risk to Investigator:
The researcher may accidentally breach the safeguarding and wellbeing policies put in place in the early years settings, which could affect their job in early years.


ow will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:
The researcher will make sure they are aware of the policies in place before conducting the study. The researcher will ensure they have an up to date DBS certificate to show the setting.

University/institutional risks

Risk to university:
the data could be lost / leaked from the University computers, causing a breach of confidentiality and data protection. 

How will you mitigate the Risk to  University:
The data will be stored safely on the University computers where a password will be needed to access it and will be encrypted. Any notes or papers will be stored in a locked draw/ cabinet that only the researcher can access.

Risk to university:
Failure to meet ethical and legal requirements

How will you mitigate the Risk to  University:
The researcher will ensure all ethical and legal requirements are met and will ensure they fully understand them before conducting any research.

Disclosure and Barring Service
Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
YES

Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when?
Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.
 All participants and parents/carers of children involved will be given a consent letter to sign. This letter will involve the methodology and what the researcher is trying to find out. The parents, carers and participants will have the opportunity to attend an arranged meeting where they can discuss the research and ask any questions they may have. The participants will be made aware they have the right to withdraw at any time and that by them not taking part will have no impact on the child’s care in the setting. All data will be confidential and anonymous.
Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case.
The names of children and practitioners will be anonymous and the ages of participants will be kept confidential. The setting will not be named or indentifiable. 
The interviews and recordings will be confidential and only be used for analysis.

SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
YES
Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
NO

Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
YES
University computers?
YES
Private company computers?
NO
Home or other personal computers?
NO
Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
NO
Cloud” storage or websites?
NO
Electronic transfer of data in any form?
NO
Sharing of data with others at the University?
No
Sharing of data with other organisations?
NO
Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
NO
Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
NO
Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
NO
Use of data management system?
NO
Data archiving?
NO
List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:
The researcher - Chloe Thomas
The University Tutor - Jessica Pitman

List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:
Chloe Thomas (researcher) 

Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  
Will be stored safely on university laptop for 2 years. Will require a password and will be encrypted. 

Signature of applicant : Chloe Thomas






















 




 

















