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The reason I choose this article is because the headline caught my eye, the Anti-monarchy protesters arrested headline was the reason for me to open the article and read it full.
As many others I was glued to the television ever since the news came that Queen Elizabeth II died. The death of Her majesty the Queen has made an impact not only on me personally but on the whole nation, which was clearly visible during the long hours of broadcasting by the BBC.
[bookmark: _Int_UJ9Tni1J]Whether this impact was grieve, sadness or indeed people protesting the monarchy because they would like to see a change, whether this change is abolishing the monarchy or slimming the monarchy down or even omit Charles and make William King. 
The article is about under which laws protesters can be or could be arrested during a nationwide period of mourning, even though we have freedom of speech and protest. On the Goverment's website is the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 factsheet ( https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-2021-factsheets/police-crime-sentencing-and-courts-bill-2021-protest-powers-factsheet ) here it says " Protests are an important part of our vibrant and tolerant democracy. Under human rights law, we all have the right to gather and express our views. But these rights are not absolute rights”.
[bookmark: _Int_g76KjmLX]So, we have the right to protest, but that right to protest is not absolute. If we look back to 2019 to 2021, we have seen protests from Insulate Britain who blocked the M25 resulting in people dying as they could not reach the hospital due to protesters standing and sitting on the motorways. A necessary protest but a dangerous one for the public and the protesters themselves, in these cases you could say that arresting the protesters is justified. So, is it morally right to arrest people for expressing their views about the monarchy whilst the nation is in mourning? 
[bookmark: _Int_jOK5c3Wr][bookmark: _Int_zeVFKPyA][bookmark: _Int_wecKwGqU]For the protesters this would be the best time to express their views about how they personally feel about the Monarchy, the event is nationally televised, and their protests would reach enough people to open a debate about what the protesters are protesting about, it being Charles not being their King, or abolishing the Monarchy. Some of the protesters stood along the route with signs and some shouted aloud their own views on the Monarchy. Protests like these are not dangerous, they do not prevent other people from mourning, and the rest of the public who are not mourning or protesting can go about their business as they please. You could say that the mourners are offended by the protesters shouting aloud, which was evident during the procession of the Queen's funeral cortège along the Royal Mile in Edinburgh. Here a young man decided to shout aloud at Andrew that he was a disgusting old man, the young man did this several times and the mourners who were standing along the barriers decided that they found this kind of protest not appropriate and took matters in their own hands by pulling the young man away from the barriers and other people started to shout over the young man's shouts, God save the King. The young man was arrested. Was this justified that the police arrested the young man, as the public who were mourning along the Royal Mile dealt with the situation themselves by pulling him away from the situation.
We could also ask ourselves if this moment were the nation is mourning for a clearly beloved Queen is the place and time to shout to one of the Queen's son's that he is a disgusting old man. Andrew is also mourning for the death of his mother and due to protocols and ancient old traditions is expected to walk behind his mother's coffin in a stoic manner without the ability to react to this form of protest.

[bookmark: _Int_hmisOIaq][bookmark: _Int_MZTT69bY]Personally, I would say that this incident was an abusive form of protest than a grounded protest, the young man could also have made a post on social media expressing his views instead of during a funeral procession. The protesters standing with banners along the funeral procession protesting the Monarchy and Charles becoming King have every right to do this, because we all have the right to protest, and these protests are not a danger to anyone. Whether it is morally the right time and place to make this stance is debatable. 



