What is sustainability?
A general definition for sustainability, from the Cambridge dictionary (no date), is “the quality of being able to continue over a period of time”.

However, sustainability can mean different things depending on the subject you’re referring to. 

For example, Alexandra Spiliakos (10 October 2018) of Harvard Business School online, defines sustainability as doing business while having no negative impact on the environment, society, or community.
She later goes on to say that businesses that are having a more positive, or less negative effect on the environment and society will receive more “public support”. This is referring to how the community will be more supportive of a business they feel is more ethical than others. This can lead to a more successful business financially, because customers will feel like they’re doing a good thing by buying from them.
Bryony Salter (no date) of the University of Chester adds that, a sustainable business will be very aware of its impacts and would be attempting to mitigate the negative ones. They also stated that a sustainable business should have models and operations that are able to thrive in the future, and deal with coming challenges.

Sustainability can have a different meaning in terms of the environment. Rebecca Gillaspy (2021), a science instructor, shared her definition of environmental sustainability on the website ‘Study.com’. She stated that sustainability is interacting with the environment and the planet in a responsible and resourceful way. This means making sure the materials available continue to satisfy the future population and aren’t depleted. 




References
Cambridge Dictionary, (No date). Sustainability https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sustainability 
Harvard Business School Online, (2018). What does sustainability mean in business? https://online.hbs.edu/blog/post/what-is-sustainability-in-business  
University of Chester, (No date). What does it mean to be a sustainable business? https://www1.chester.ac.uk/business-engagement/business-support-services/information-and-resources/top-tips-business-growth-19 
Rebecca Gillaspy, R.B. (2021). Environmental sustainability: Definition and Application https://study.com/academy/lesson/environmental-sustainability-definition-and-application.html 
