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Reflective Essay: 
In this essay I will be talking about the development of academic and digital skills of my first term at university while using the Gibbs reflective cycle method. I will be also including my own personal experiences as well as the challenges and battles I learned during my first term at university.
In week 7 on Wednesday the whole class was involved in learning about excel and data analysis, the objectives of that lesson was to recognize the different types of data analysis and their own specific purposes in the business factors, knowing how to utilize vital features on Microsoft excel and to expound data towards strategic, tactical and operational design making. The result turned out well as I and everyone else were filling out three excel spreadsheets working out the following, wealth per year of the ten richest people in 2023 (division, total and average), the average score of ten “pooh stick” players and their overall average (division and average) and to work out the total sum of money spent by john (customer) of buying food per year. For this whole lesson I used digital cleansing and preparation skill for this activity.
My thoughts and feelings before starting this experience was very much nerve racking because my math wasn’t the best and so having to try simplifying and work out sums and averages of these different data’s given to me wasn’t really my forte you see. During the experience I slowly got more confident in my abilities and learning to do division, sums, multiply and averages on excel and as I grew more confident I finished the activity off very quickly, Some help was asked during it also as sheet three I found most challenging with working out the averages of money spent. After it all I left that experience feeling more confident in using excel of data and in general happy for myself in learning something new. Looking back now I probably shouldn’t have been as nervous because this it was all and all easy and very straight forward, it’s just having to know what formula to use and where to click and it’s all simple really.
On to the positive aspects, I think obviously not knowing how to do this before and knowing now is plus because I can take this on in the near future if needed of using, another thing on the positives is that I think went well is that when I give a go on learning something new I kind of easily know how to do the rest and I’m very proud about that. The downside negatives of the experience were merely the learning part because plus the objectives we got given there’s other things we had to learn while during the activity (e.g. formula, typos etc.), nothing else really didn’t go as planned as I swifty got myself through them what was needed to be done. With the lesser aspects I did very much feel challenged while learning about data analysis with excel, having to outright understand the calculations and breakdown of formulas was much so new to me, a good learning curve I feel I’ll be using more.
With the conclusion of what I would have done differently, is probably known about data entry, formatting, subtraction, multiplication and divisions. Subtraction, multiplication and division especially are the most important I’d say in knowing about because these are the main operators in forming the key to data analysis, financial modelling, and task automation. Now as of saying I learnt how to use calculations on excel, I learnt data modelling, data type formatting and conditional aggregation. From what I want to mostly remember from is this experience is the time taken and how easy it is to figure out the total and sums using the formulas. 

Action Plan:
This section I will be explaining my short simple action plan on how I’m going to improve on excel and what I will use to help me reach my goals.
With improving I’ll be focusing comfortably on using data analysis tools better, automation and formulas. Data analysis tools are important to improve on because I’m help alter hard data into usable insights, improving efficiency, and facilitating data tenacious decisions.
I will practise giving myself easy worksheets on excel to complete and do them maybe three times a week. It’s important that I get doing this because id build more confident next time when using trying to convey data.
With an ending statement, dedicating 15 to 20 minutes of my time in an online data analysis course specifically for excel is also ideal for me to try out and do. This again would help me build confident and have way better understanding of how things work.
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