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Patterson, W.R. (2015) ‘Islamic Radicalization in Kenya’. Joint Force Quarterly  (78): pp. 16-24. 

In this article Patterson explores the evolution and radicalization of Kenya during the last few decades and the political, cultural and economic factors that have bolstered them. Patterson emphasises four categories as influencing the growing threat of Islamic radicalism in Kenya: Kenyan military and foreign policy regarding Somalia; Internal Kenyan weaknesses and their impact on Muslim minority grievances; the founding of Wahabi and other extremist forms of Islam within Kenya and the growth in Jihadi ideology and propaganda. The author then  breaks down the size and ethnic makeup of the Muslim population, setting the  development of Islam in Kenya from its historical foundation to its modern context. This looks at the Colonial impact and the growth of Christianity in Kenya. The rest of the article focuses on each of the four categories the author argues as the reasons for the growth of Islamic radicalism in Kenya. The usefulness of this article to my research topic is the focus on the historical development of Islam and the  Muslim population in Kenya, particularly the capital  Nairobi. This is also a limitation of article for my research, as the focus is on Kenyan Muslim’s  effected by Patterson’s four categories and includes Somali’s living inside the Kenyan borders but does not focus on how they have been effected by the categories as a separate community. The author has a doctorate and is described as a former Social Scientist social scientist , who served in Afghanistan and now works for the American Department of State. The intended audience for this article is likely to be for  non-academics , such as politicians, NGO’s and diplomats involved with the conflict and peace negotiations, and in need of a succinct overview of this situation. This article serves the purpose of supplementing my research on Kenyan governmental response to its Muslim population but due to the lack of emphasis on the Somali populace, will not form the basis of my research. 


Some, B, K. (2017) ‘Kenya’s al-Shabaab paradox’. New African: pp. 48-52. 

This article by Some is described as an ‘Investigative report’, in which the the author ‘presents his startling report’ on whether the Kenyan Invasion in 2011 of Somalia has emboldened Al-Shabaab in its fights with the Kenyan Defence force. This article starts with the  description of the 142 students killed in the Garissa University College attack by Al-Shabaab in 2015. The focus of this article seems to be questioning Kenyan intervention and actions in Somalia. The author demonstrates where their feelings lie when they describe the ‘Folly of heavy-handed intervention’, of the invasion of Somalia by the Kenyan military and their subsequent repression of the Kenyan Muslim population. Whilst the author’s credentials are not highlighted and it can only be assumed is likely to be a journalist based upon the ‘investigative report’ title, it does mention Hansen’s book on Al-Shabaab (see below) and one report worth tracking down, ‘The Error of Fighting Terror with Terror’ (2015). This article is useful in as far as the initial details and description of the Garissa University College murder of students, but its limitations for my research are ‘as it admits’ also the purpose of the article, as a ‘cautionary tale to other nations about heavy-handed counter insurgency measures’. This article will serve as supplementary data for my research, due to the specific focus on the Kenyan Military and Al-Shabaab and not enough on the effect on the Somali people themselves.  


Harper, Mary. (2012) Getting Somalia Wrong? Faith, War and Hope in a shattered State. London: Zed Books. Review by  Hoehne, M.V. (2012) The Royal African Society, African Affairs 111 (445): pp. 678-680. 

In this book review by Hoehne, he describes the main argument  of the book over its six chapters, introduction and conclusion is that ‘Somalia is not entirely failed’. The reviewer describes the breakdown of the chapters into each area they cover, from chapter one on clan and country and chapter two on history. These are chapters that would be useful areas of research for my paper, but the reviewer considers these chapters as the weakest and contain several factual errors whilst still providing some level of  background for the reader unfamiliar with Somalia. Hoehne describes the other chapters as covering ‘Islamism, state failure and piracy’. The last chapter’s focus being on Somalia and its interactions with the outside world, and the painful failures of many of them. The reviewer points out that Mary Harper was not an academic but had spent her long career as a BBC journalist. This is where Harper’s work is best, in the combination of description and analysis of ‘accounts with quotes and anecdotes’. From the reviewers description of the books content and his final summary of the book as ‘the best contemporary introduction to Somali politics’ and as a more than suitable guide for anyone interested in Africa, from ‘undergraduates, aid workers and politicians’.  it will serve as useful secondary research data for my research article. With potential based upon this review but needing to check whether there is sufficient data within to explore the impact on Somali refugees by the Kenyan public or government. 


Hansen, S. J. ( 2013) Al-Shabaab in Somalia: the history and ideology of a militant Islamist Group, 2005-2012. Oxford: C. Hurst & Co. Reviewed by Samreen, S. pp. 121-124. DOI: 1177/0975087817707646 (Accessed at: 4 June 2020). 

In this book review by Samreen, she describes the authors work as a ‘remarkable attempt’ to fill the lacuna of this little understood group. Samreen argues that Jansen has chosen to approach Al-Shabaab differently from other writers, focusing upon two main areas, poverty and the clan system to explain their growth. Further detailing their continued popularity being attributed to their style of governance, particularly in the fields of taxation; the economy and justice. Samreen breaks down the nine chapters the of the book, from chapter one as an introduction to Al-Shabaab’s international connections and roots with Al-Qaeda and chapter two focusing on the historical overview of Somalia from the 1970’s onwards. Samreen acknowledges this book as different to others in this field because the author did not rely on ‘misinterpretations and prejudices’ for its analysis but the author did their own ‘groundwork, intensive field researches and interviews’. The reviewer cannot praise this book enough, concluding the review with saying ‘This work can be called the most authentic and legitimate’, and finish with saying ‘Highly recommended book’. The audience for this book is not discussed, as the reviewer is an academic and they have reviewed the book, it will be suitable to be used academically. The usefulness of this in my research book is its detailed focus on the militant group Al-Shabaab, but as a consequence of its sheer breadth and depth of focus on Al-Shabaab is also an impediment to its usefulness to my research. My research focus is on Somali refugees and immigrants living within Kenya, the need to explain the growth of Al-Shabaab and its impact on and contribution to the causes of  refugees fleeing Somalia to Kenya is necessary. This would serve as a foundation book in understanding Al-Shabaab, and so will be a useful reference source for a small part of my research.    


Elmi, A,A. (2010) Understanding the Somalia Conflagration: Identity, Political Islam and Peacebuilding. Chippenham and Eastbourne: Pluto Press. 

This book asks the question of what is next for Somalia and in the chapter nine conclusion, posits a solution, ‘A way forward’. From the beginning of the book in the ‘note on method’ page, the author details where their research material has come from; peace accords, education textbooks and policy guidelines on the Somali conflict, being just a few of the sources listed. The book is broken down into nine chapters and subheadings within each of these chapters. At only 193 pages, each of the chapters are not long, with subheadings generally no more than two to three pages long, so a useful reference guide but potentially lacking some keys details. Chapter one ‘Introduction: Conflict and Peace in Somalia’, the subheading on the ‘Somali conflict’ is four pages. Reading the subsection, ‘Somalia: brief background’, starts by discussing early European visitors describing Somalis as a mixed race of African and Arab, the author argues this that this is wrong, and that Somalis are ethnically African and religiously Muslim. Within this paragraph the pre-colonial history of Somalia is covered.  The book covers certain areas, from the Clan and its importance to identity but also to peacebuilding. The role of Islam in Somalia, legal, its popularity, development and impact on social change. Chapter seven on education as a contested resource and its capacity for social transformation would be an area of focus for my research. The benefit and the limitation of this book for my research is its focus exclusively on Somalia and the Somali’s within its borders. As a resource for my research area on Somali’s living in the borders of Kenya, both the capital and the Dadaab refugee camp, it is limited. The practical value is in its potential comparative response to any research I find on Somali experiences outside Somali borders.   
