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Introduction to the module 

“Without universal education, in other words, winning the war against illiteracy and ignorance, we cannot also win the war against disease, squalor and unemployment. Without universal and high standard education we can only go so far but not far enough in breaking the cycle of poverty.”
(Gordon Brown, UN Special Envoy for Global Education)

‘Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world.’
                                                                                                             (Nelson Mandela)

The module seeks to explore the barriers to universal education for all and the inherent challenges in trying to overcome these. As Irina Bokova, UNESCO Director-General and Executive, says: 

‘… investing in education is the single best way to beat poverty, to drive growth, and to promote more inclusive and peaceful societies. There’s no better way…’ 


Aim(s)

· To examine and analyse aspects of the global challenges facing access to education for all, particularly in the developing world and the role of governments and international organisations in seeking to overcome these
· To develop knowledge and understanding of key aspects of global sustainability



Learning Outcomes

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Identify and demonstrate critical understanding of the barriers facing universal education
· Critically examine the role of governments and international organisations in seeking to overcome the barriers facing universal education
· Demonstrate a critical appreciation of the value of a sustainable global community
· Organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources, including ICT, and present their work at the appropriate level






Schedule of teaching sessions

	Week 1 – Rights and Goals

	Date
	Topic

	02/03
	Introduction to the module and overview of the assignments

	Asynchronous
	Recapping UDHR, UNCRC, ACRWC, focussing on how these apply to developing economies.

	05/03
	Recapping the MDGs, SDGs, EFA with a focus on Governments and NGOs working to make these a reality.

	Asynchronous
	Colonialism, Globalisation and Sustainability

	
Week 2 – Education, globalization and social change

	Date
	Topic

	09/03
	Poverty and the Aid Debate

	Asynchronous
	Childhood as a social construct and Child Labour

	12/03
	Gender Issues and Child Brides

	Asynchronous
	Child Slavery and Child Soldiers (if SAFE foundation confirmed)

	
Week 3 – Contemporary issues in global education

	Date
	Topic

	16/03
	External Speaker from the SAFE foundation (to be confirmed)
Child Soldiers (if SAFE unavailable)

	Asynchronous
	Marginalised Groups – The Disabled Child

	19/03
	Marginalised Groups – Caste System and Orphans



Reading  

It is important to remember that you are reading for a degree in education. The more you read the more the concepts and ideas will make sense to you. Teaching sessions are not exhaustive; they are designed to provide you with an insight into a particular aspect of the topic and will not give all the answers. It is up to you as a student to maximise your learning experience by reading around the subject in addition to regular attendance in class.  
 
In addition to this you may be asked to come to sessions having read material that has been distributed the previous week – when this occurs, it is essential that this reading is done. 
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Module Assessment
Assessment 1: Assignment (60%) 3000 words
Title: Barriers to Global Education
Despite Article 26 of the UDHR, there are numerous barriers to global education, e.g. corrupt governments, global poverty, gender discrimination, culture, religion, child labour, trafficking in human beings slavery, war, child soldiers and refugees. You may think of others.  Critically discuss some of the barriers to global education, linking your discussion to Article 26. 

SUBMISSION DETAILS:    
Submission via Turnitin only on Monday 29th March 2021 by 2359

Assignment 2: Presentation (40%) 10-minute individual presentation
Title: Focus on Africa
You will be allocated a choice of three countries in Africa. Your presentation should focus on education provision in one of these, bearing in mind some of the issues discussed during the module.
The following are some aspects you need to include:
1. Introductory overview: give rationale for choice and relevant contextual information; facts, figures and statistics relating to the country in general and education provision in particular.
2. Individual government’s education legislation/policy/action/ success.
3. Progress with relationship to UNESCO SDGs (linking with (2) above).
4. Policies of the international community towards the country.
5. NGOs active in this country and their challenges re-education. 
6. Case studies
7. Conclusion: way forward and recommendations.
Please ensure that all sources are identified by acceptable references on individual slides and on a final reference list. 

Submission details: Presentations will be recorded and submitted via moodle on Monday 22nd March 2021 by 2359
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