Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing.

Drugs and drug dealing in modern day society is a major problem. In terms of the damage, it causes not only the user but also the supplier. It also affects the community of occurrence. It occurs in many corners of the United Kingdom and affects thousands of lives. The police can use evidence-based approaches to figure out how to prevent and reduce the number of victims and issues caused by it. Using different approaches helped by referring to the National Decision model. They can help prevent certain at-risk individuals or groups from facing future legal issues by finding information through already published evidence and helping them avoid the problems that illicit substances may cause. (Blais, E., Brisson, J., Gagnon, F. and Lemay, S.A., 2022.).
[bookmark: _Int_FBqbo2yF]Through classical criminology the police can see diverse ways of how criminals think. There are theories out there such as control theory. Control theory is all about how the mind of a human being works. It suggests that everybody has an innate desire towards crime and the only thing that prevents people from following through is their circumstances and surroundings. Everybody has a limit on what they would or would not do. For example, some people would pick up money they found on the floor if nobody was around. However, if there were people around then they would not pick it up. This goes to show and reinforce the fact that circumstances play a huge role in whether somebody would do something or not and this includes committing crime. (Gibbons, Don C., and Marvin D. Krohn., 1970.) Control theory focuses on this argument as the question arises. "What makes someone commit crime.” In this theory we all have the propensity to commit the crimes there is just a matter of factors that control this. Nye (1958) perfectly analyses what factors can override the mental cost to benefit calculation to offend. He introduced the four ideas of social control. Where one includes family and authority figures, known as direct control. When people have parents who are classed as good and lawful, they grow up with the natural restrictions of what is right and wrong, they have grown up to respect this and understand that to commit crime is wrong and this makes it a form of social control. As without this form of control being present then there is a greater chance that the person will grow up to commit crime as they do not fully understand the consequences of their actions and leads to an increased chance of delinquent behaviour from the individual. 
Social bonds theory also helps corroborate what Nye published. There are three other modes of social control being: indirect control, internalised control, and control for alternative satisfaction. Indirect control is where people's affection for others outweighs the need to commit crime. So, for my case a drug user would stop taking or dealing drugs out of pure affection for their partner or mother. Without affection there is a greater risk people will continue to take the drugs and commit crime. (Costello, B.J. and Laub, J.H., 2020.). Everybody has a conscience is what criminology and psychology suggests. This means that when people are thinking about committing crimes, they will not as they feel that internally they will crumble as the guilt eats away at them and this is their conscience playing its part in social theory. This is perfectly explained and corroborated in Hofman, E., (2014.). 
The police can use classical criminology as an insight into how to prevent drug dealing. This all needs to start with young people as these are the groups of people that may have not been exposed to this crime yet. Delinquency in young people is the result of two elements: the driving force and the restraints that inhibit it occurring. Hirschi (1969) focused his research on urban males and found his result were consistent with the propositions of control theory.  To examine the extent to which Hirschi's basic research results can be replicated, a team picked young males and females from varying age groups, and they were asked to respond to a self-report delinquency questionnaire and a series of items which Hirschi used to test propositions of his control theory. According to these respondents, indicators of attachment to parents and the school, commitment to and involvement in conventional activities, and belief were linked to reported delinquent involvement to a degree that was equivalent to that of Hirschi's urban males. (Hindelang, M.J., 1973.) So, by using criminology and looking in-depth and social theory and control theory, the police can see how delinquent behaviour is created and people behaviours can deviate from the norm. By using this information, they can highlight and indicate at risk persons and try and prevent the drugs ever hampering their life.
To understand crime fully and really get into the minds of criminals we need to look at why people commit crime. Cohen and Felson (1979) produced the theory that there are three elements needed for a crime to be worthwhile. They are a target, something valuable usually that would be worthwhile for monetary gain. A motivated offender, so in my case a drug dealer who has the illicit drugs and needs to sell them all to make as much money as possible. Lastly, there needs to be a lack of a capable guardian. Again, in our case drug dealers are much more likely to sell their product if they spot a gap in the market with a low police presence and little or no CCTV covering that specific area. Therefore, if all three of these elements are “ideal” for a drug dealer to commit the crime then they will do so and continue to do so until one or all the ideal elements become hampered. This is called the routine activities theory. So, in the case of drug dealing. If the police patrolled the area and helped young people with drug problems become clean, then two elements: the target and the lack of a capable guardian are taken away. Resulting in theoretically no access for crime to be committed.
Another theory behind why people commit crime is by Cornish, D.B. and Clarke, R.V (2014). In which they explain that every crime is committed for some sort of greed. Which in our case it is a monetary greed. If you take away the suitability of the desired item or goal, then there is a much lesser risk in the crime taking place. They use an acronym “CRAVED.” This stands for: Concealable, Removable, Available, Valuable, Enjoyable, Disposable. For drugs and the people dealing them, all these elements can be accessed in the right location and time for them to commit their crimes. They also need to make a mental decision about the crime they will commit. Using hedonic calculus to decide if the benefits of the crime outweigh the likelihood of being caught or the punishment. That is why it is so important for the police to realise and understand how the criminal thinks so even if they cannot catch them, they can at least reduce the amount of drug dealing occurring by filling in these elements and making the chance of getting caught outweigh the monetary gain. This is called the rational choice theory.
Police can use these theories to help deal with the drug dealing happening in every corner of the United Kingdoms. The office for National Statistics says that over 3 million adults aged 16-56 reported drug misuse in the last year, ending in June 2022, and that over 1 million adults aged 16-24 reported drug misuse in the same year. To analyse these statistics, you will conclude that drug misuse is much more of a problem in younger adults. Which when referring to delinquency in youths by Hirschi (1969) proves the point that delinquent behaviour is found more often in young people without one of the four key elements of social theory. It can make the saying “devil makes work for idle hands” sound true (Jacob, B.A. and Lefgren, L., 2003)., as the youths are found to take drugs and deal drugs not just for the monetary gain but under the enjoyment of doing so which means that the rational choice theory is also present in the fact that the youths are able to do this under such circumstances that the acronym “CRAVED” is fulfilled.
Evidenced based policing is heavily based on theories from classical criminology and that is how the police can gain an understanding. Through this understanding they use different methods to turn this knowledge into actions. They use “POP” which stands for problem-oriented policing. Goldstien, H., (1979) explained how using this it can make the police more effective as instead of focussing efforts on isolated incidents, they should look for related events or clusters of problems and save resources and catch more criminals in our case drug dealers. With this understanding the police then use other mods such as the acronyms “SARA” and “TTT.” SARA, when broken down stands for: scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. So, for drug dealing, they would first need to scan and figure out what the problem is. This means what type of drug and how much is being sold. Then, you would need to find the underlying issues resulting from the drug problem. Who are the victims? And where is the location it is occurring in. Now, the police need to figure out their strategies and tactics to help stop and prevent any further issues in the area and prevent as many victims as possible. Lastly, they need to look at the measurement of response to the problem. This includes how the police look to the public. As a good image is always needed when cleaning up the streets. (Milne, R. and Bull, R., 2003). 
While the police can use these methods to prevent drug dealing in our streets and understand classical criminology to further improve their efforts. It is especially important to understand victimology too as that can help again pinpoint where the crime will take place, if you can understand what the victim will do and how they will act. You need to first look for the “typical” and “ideal” victims. For drug dealing as the statistics from the ONS show it is typically young males in urban areas that are committing these crimes. However, it varies when you look at “ideal” victims as the ideal victim would be somebody who is addicted to drugs and that quite frankly could be anyone (Christie, N., 1986). But as the ONS have again shown it is typically younger adults aged 16-24. That is quite a broad number of people. But the ideal victim will also have certain traits to look for such as itching and being agitated. With help from the National Intelligence Module, we can easily spot and find the ideal and typical victims and use the evidence based policing approaches to pinpoint the locations of the drug dealers and put a stop to their criminal activities. (Roycroft, M., 2019.)
While there are many strengths to using evidenced based policing and classical criminology, there are many weaknesses. Such as the fact that policies and processes for evidence-based policing will only be as effective as the study itself is a significant drawback. There is potential for the researchers to miss details of their theories, data gathering, methodologies, and testing processes. The results of that study might not be reliable if any of these regions are flawed. On the other hand, the main benefit of using evidence-based policing is that officers can make choices based on tried-and-true methods of inquiry. In addition, they can create innovations based on police officers' first-hand experience to expand on existing evidence and progress protocols. In conclusion, Police forces should only use the tightest and most thorough studies, and some techniques may be more effective situations than others. For instance, studies on police forces in densely populated central towns may not always be applicable to police forces in rural areas. 
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