ECIE6004
Global Perspectives in Education
Student number – 2222034
Assessment Component 1 - Essay 

Within this essay, there will be an exploration of the barriers to accessing good quality, consistent education for children and young people in Somalia. It will identify and discuss the cultural expectations of each gender and the financial ability and value for children to attend school, as well as looking at local policies and procedures put in place for children to attend and achieve their full potential in an educational environment to further their skills for future employment in the hopes to gain resilience and sustainability for the Somalian people, in their communities and globally.  
There are many barriers for children to receive good quality education in Somalia. Children must overcome long distances to and from an educational setting, if any setting at all, safety concerns, social norms that favour the male gender over female, shortage of teachers both male and female and good quality teaching and the flaws in their educational system, as well as sanitation facilities that puts pressure on the enrolment of the female gender. Thus said, the small percentage that do attend school have the challenges of overcrowding classrooms, educational resources shortage and teachers with inadequate training (Ali,2023). The constant threat of conflict and the climate change crisis, which can demolish any ability for children to assess learning or basic needs. 
	Somalia is identified as low-income country within the world and has a life expectancy of only 58 years of age, it is reported that with a population of 19 million citizens (World Bank Group, n.d.), the vast majority of its adults and children are living in poverty, 78% (Hayns and Kotikula, 2025). This goes without saying that this has an extraordinary effect on the ability for parents to allow their children to attend school, even in contrast, could help them become more stable financial in the future. 3 million children living in Somalia are unable to access any form of education due to poverty, depending on the region of which the child lives and the amount of poverty they are situated in, as little as 2.85% of children attend school (Alim, Ahmed, Liban, 2024). Due to such poverty, half of all children living in Somalia are set to work in agriculture, household chores and in some cases as child solider, as a result to the conflict that is situated there. Even with laws preventing children from being exploited to conflict recruitment, children are allowed to preform light work jobs, and under no time limiting sessions, and the identity of hazardous occupations are not prohibited (Laucello, 2019). However, because of the constitution and international humanitarian law (ICRC, 2003), Somalia have now been off the UN blacklist for child soldiers (Hiraan, 2025). 
	Another disadvantage to accessible education, as previously mentioned, is the conflict and other emergencies in Somalia. The Somalian people are at constant threat of conflict and wars, with as many as 6 conflict in the country since 1991, the educational system and its attendance came to an ultimate low. The reoccurring climate conflict, as well as climate change, such as floods and droughts, it immensely impacted on a children capability to attend school as well as be provided with their basic needs. Schools are in constant attack by warfare and usage for military operations, disrupting learning for 150,000 children. As well as schools being taken out by flooding or used as shelter, causing the disruption of learning for a furthermore 900,000 children, in addition to the school closures during droughts (Geneva Global Hub, 2025). Somalia ranks second in the world for exposure to natural hazards, however only forth in its ability to cope with such issue (IOM, 2026). Organisations, such as Save the Children, have in recent months reached out to over 84,000 Somalian people, majority of them being children, to aid them with cash assistance due to recent flooding, 50,000 people, majority being children again for nutrition purposes, due to lack of resources and 30,000 people for healthcare aid (McLeod, 2026) , all due to flooding, affecting live-stock, housing and education (Save the Children, 2026).
	Furthermore, with Somalia being ranked low in the world of financial management, the country has been forced to focus on solely clearing debt, aiding the cutting of budgets to such vital services, such as health and education. This resulted in a lack of schools themselves, especially in the wider disadvantaged communities across the country, as well as lack of resources. Only 4% of the schools in the cities were Government run and accessible for the low-income public (Tahir, 2025). The Provisional Constitution of the Federal Republic of Somalia 2012, states that every child has the right to access and attend free education up to a secondary school level, despite of any circumstance (Constitution unwomen, 2012).  However, after many years, Somalia have been able to access a program (HIPC) in 2023, provided by the World Bank’s International Development Association (IDA) and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), where Somalia was eligible to borrow and lessen the burden or unsustainable debt, borrowing $4.5 billion, reducing the country’s external debt from 64% to 6%. This allowed Somalia to renter the global financial system, therefore normalizing connections with previous creditor and receiving confidence in potential other investments, being able to increase budgets in health and education (World Bank, n.d.). 
	In Somalia there is a massive issue with social norm, that males are favoured over the female race. Literature suggests that girls not in education in Somalia are at more risk of child marriages and pregnancies, thus at higher risk of health issues. 4 out of 10 girls are married or in union before the age of 18 and 52% of them are reported to having no education (UNESC, 2024). Girls in Somalia are also subjected to childhood motherhood in relation to being a young bride, the responsibility set upon them due to motherhood, is to care for their family and is a cultural norm (Philosophy Terms, n.d.), therefore forfeiting any desire to obtain an education. Due to the lack of healthcare services, many young mothers die as a result of childbirth or are subjected to a stillbirth. Another factor that could reduce a girls right to education, is the culturally accepted performance of girls being subjected to female genital mutilation (FGM), it is a widespread practise that affects nearly all the women and girls who live in Somalia. It is a cultural, religious tradition and social norm, that is strongly pressurised. As there is no local law within Somalia, against the practise. 99% of girls in Somalia have undergo the brutal procedure and it is carried out on girls aged between 5 and 14 (Salama, 2025), a vital age in which attendance at school is key. It is viewed as a desirable social norm (Bertowitz, 2004), as it is deemed a sign of adulthood, purity and cleanliness to have such procedure in order to seek a husband, in contrast it is reported that it is medically harmful to the patience. The procedure recovery can take weeks, even month, a significant amount of time away from studies and training, however the effect and the reoccurring problems after the recovery period could in turn keep girls from attending school in the future, not to mention the mental problems they could face after the procedure. 
In addition, the male race within the Somalian culture seems to have a more dominant standing over women, therefore are favoured when education is decided not only between siblings but in society. Many young girls are required to stay within their family home and community, to fulfil cultural and religious views of motherhood, nurturing and household management instead of attending school and receiving education and skills. However, in recent years with globalization and organisations reaching out to those in need, there has been a shift in social norms to encourage girls and women to gain education and skills to develop their chances of employment, especially in fields of healthcare, education and entrepreneurship (Enghudayfi, 2019). Due to such efforts, there has been an increase in women’s contribution and presence in parliament officials, therefore the contributing to the workings of the the Transformational Governance project in Somalia. Implementing of the National Transformation Plan (NTP) 2025–2029 in Somalia, it has strengthened the inclusive leadership, accountability and gender-responsive governance (UNDP, n.d.). 
	Somalia has a low rate of adequately trained teachers, which has resulted in shortages of teachers throughout the country and overcrowding of classrooms, which in turn has its disadvantages of children getting the support they need to succeed within their education and skills training. It has been reported that the children in Somalia have longstanding educational gaps, lack resources and some communities lack basic services of education. In 2025, Somalia implemented a strategic plan to recruit over 10,000 teachers with enhanced training to tackle the issue and advance the educational sector within the country, to focus on the curriculum, inclusivity and high-quality education (Sooha, 2025). Education International and UNESCO developed a framework for all teachers in Somalia, as well as the rest of the world, to follow to raise educational standards, improve teacher quality, monitoring and setting targets, so teachers and their unions along-side government can develop professional teaching standards and policies to benefit the learners outcome (Education International and UNESCO, 2019). 
	Furthermore, Somalia do not participate in international assessments but has implemented the Early Grade Reading assessment, and most recently introduced national examinations. This shows lack of good practices within the Somalian education system, as there was no or lack of school-based assessment record of a child’s educational progression and whether or not extra support was needed to reach their full potential. Somalia has a 6-2-4-4 structure within their education system, six years of primary education, two years of lower and 4 years of higher secondary education, then progressing onto 4 years of higher education. However, it is key to mention that pre-primary education is essential to a child’s development, and it is reported that most Somalian children do not access this opportunity (UNESCO, 2024).  

In conclusion to this essay of the barriers to accessing good quality, consistent education for children and young people in Somalia, it is clear that the country has many issues when it comes to children attending and receiving vital and adequate education. With its many barriers of the state of the country’s financial issues and poverty, climate change, conflict, social norms and quality of teaching, Somalia have now put in place with the help of so many organisations to regain financial stability to be able to deliver a safe inclusive educational setting across the country, reaching the most deprived children, and giving them the opportunity to reach their full potential. The priority of so many of the organizations are the welfare of the children, delivering food and water as well as educational resources and tackling social norms, like the cultural standing of males being the more dominant gender when it comes to opportunities. Girls and women, now have the opportunity to express their opinions and skills to reach sustainability for their community and country, through accessing parliament roles and in aiding the works of providing their community with water, healthcare and educational occupations. With the drive to train and recruit more teachers and bettering the educational system, with evidence based and school-based assessments, Somalian children can and will achieve more, furthering their education and skill set, by obtaining the right support and within a manageable class number. Although, new laws and policies have been put in place to develop and increase the attendance and capability of a child’s learning, there is still a long way to go to improving and the system and to reach all children within Somalia. The Somalian government and local authorises are in collaboration with UNICEF, to improve access for all children, this has taken affect by creating adaptable timetables and providing temporary learning spaces for all children even in the greatest of poverty to be able to gain an education. Furthermore, providing mobile libraries and a fast-track curriculum. The unison of the government and UNICEF are adamant to engage young people to enhance leaning and skills to be able to provide for themselves and their communities. The government have put in place partnerships alongside UNICEF, to help aid the Somalian people in crisis, letting the Ministries of Education take over promoting and delivering education to the most vunerable (UNICEF,n.d.).
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