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[image: See the source image][image: See the source image][image: See the source image][bookmark: _Hlk23015805]The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Article 2: Children have the full rights to be protected against discriminated in any form or manner. May this be in the form of discriminating against the child and or their family’s heritage, religion, ethnicity, disability and so on.   

For those that are around an individual with epilepsy, the practitioners must ensure others understand what is happening to the individual while experiencing a seizure. Children can tease others about things they don’t understand, they may see a myoclonic seizure and think the individual is just being strange. By explaining what is happening, children will grow with the tools capable of showing empathy and understanding rather than passing judgement. Also, it will benefit the individual with epilepsy as there will always be someone around them that can call for help, for instance when children are in the role play area and practitioners can non see them clearly. 

Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity: Welsh Assembly Government (2008): States children need to be encouraged to think of the needs of others, while practitioners need to be sensitive to children’s need for support. 

Draft Curriculum for Wales 2022 (April 2019): The four purposes of the curriculum for Wales states all individuals will be able to understand and realise the effect of their actions when making decisions and acting upon them. They will use reflection to interpret themselves and others, behaving in competent and appropriate ways; and being an active learner (Welsh Government, 2019). 

The Equality Act 2010: The Equality Act provisions is based on the framework which protects individuals from being harassed and discriminated against in education as well as in other elements of life (Equality Act 2010: guidance, 2015). 

1884 The London Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children: In 1889 the Society renamed themselves as National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC). NSPCC aim is the same now as it was in 1884, to protect children from cruelty and raise awareness by campaign for changes to laws (Farrelly, 2010).

2003 Every Child Matters: (Crown Copyright, 2003) Every Child Matters is made up of 5 key outcomes, being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution, economic well-being 


 


 
[bookmark: _Hlk23022861]The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Article 3: The UNCRC states that adults should think what is for the best for children and young people when making choices that affect them, and those that work with children should always do their best for every child (Children’s Commissioner of Wales,2019) .  

Practitioners must do their best for children and young people within their care, by meeting their needs and communicating with multiple agency that support the child. By using observation methods to ensure children are having the best support they can have and making referrals if needed, which in the long run benefit the individual. But also listening to the voice of the child and ensuring they understand practitioners are doing the best they can for them. Lansdown (2011) points out, for adults to further the progress of the best interests of children, they must listen to children themselves. By listening and taking children’s views into account within their family and in other settings such as school, it helps to give children the capability and possibility of developing their self-esteem, cognitive abilities, social skills and teaches them how to respect others. 

The Hadow Report of 1926: Children's experiences were prioritised rather than the learning, for the first time they considered children's specific needs that have learning difficulties (Farrelly, 2010). 

Written Statement - Reducing Infant Class Sizes and Raising Standards: The Cabinet Secretary for Education Kirsty Williams (Welsh Government, 2018b) released a statement informing the public there will be funding allocated to 80 primary schools across Wales to pay for 80 additional teachers. The funding will be allocated to schools where they have large class sizes in the foundation phase, high levels of deprivation and special educational needs. Also, in the Hadow Report of 1926, there were recommendations that the maximum class size does not exceed 30 (Farrelly, 2010)
. 
Curriculum for Wales: Foundation Phase Framework Settings/Schools: The Welsh Government (2015) states children should be taught all programmes of study and frameworks in ways it will benefit children’s developing maturities and abilities. Within the framework, it states children can fully use their preferred means of communication to access the curriculum. In order to extend their learning, children should experience a variety of learning and teaching styles.
The United Nations Convention on the Right of the children (UNCRC) 1989
Supporting a child with a disability (epilepsy) briefing paper.

[bookmark: _Hlk23029216]The United Nations Convention on the Right of the children (UNCRC) 1989: The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 2010 (UNICEF) explains, UNCRC came into force in the United Kingdom in 1992. The UNCRC are currently celebrating their 30th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNICEF, no date). The convention covers 54 articles about civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. The articles cover all aspects of children’s lives. The human’s right treaty is signed by those that are non-state organisations and UN member states apart from United States of America (UNICEF, 2010). Ranck (2016) believes the UNCRC devotes and contributes their efforts to ensure children’s rights are put in place and are successful worldwide. The Welsh Government ensure that all individuals under the age of 18 years old have their rights that are within the UNCRC and adults must understand the convention (UNCRC Decoded, no date). 


The
[bookmark: _GoBack]#]]4789+ United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Article 23: Children have a right to special care and support if they have a disability so they can lead a full and independent life.

Additional learning needs (ALN) transformation programme: (Welsh Government, 2018) States
The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 will better the collaboration between agencies. This will benefit those with multiple disabilities as they will all be working together to try and improve the outcomes for later in life, enabling them to be independent.

Disabilities: Epilepsy is a form of neurological disability in most cases must be medicated, (National Health Service (NHS) 2019a). Unfortunately, the side effects from medication such as Levetiracetam (NHS, 2019b) can cause challenging behaviour, aggression and irritability. Practitioners must take special care ensuring those with disabilities are not discriminated against as the effects are devastating. Bernard van Leer Foundation (2006) states when children experience forms of stress early on in life, it harmfully affects brain function, learning and memory. Those that experience extreme stress later in life are at greater risk of having behavioural, emotional and mental health complications

The Challenging Behaviour Foundation (2009): States behaviour can be deemed as challenging when individuals are frequently showing aggressive behaviour which threatens their physical safety and others.

A Guide to General Comment 7: ‘Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood: Practitioners should be aware of the needs of the children they care for and know how to satisfy their needs (Bernard van Leer Foundation, 2006). A one-to-one support should be provided to ensure the safety, care and support of the child’s rights is achieved.

Education Act 1996: (Welsh Government, 1996) “Local authorities must ensure that special educational provision is made for pupils who have special educational needs.”

Epilepsy Action 2016: states within settings, there has to be enough staff trained to support the child, and all staff must know of the medical conditions the child has, who can give support if the named staff is absent, information has to be shared to supply teachers and risk assessments have to be completed for all aspects of the child’s life. Also, there must be protocols in place on what to do when the child has seizures, for example calling 999. 



Conclusion
To conclude, one cannot ignore the fact there is evidence to support the UNCRC Articles and the importance of the voice of the child. There is evidence dating back many years, such as The Hadow Report of 1926 which suggests practitioners must concentrate on the child, rather than just their education. For instance, the Draft Curriculum for Wales 2022 (April 2019) is based on Doaldons 4 purposes (Welsh Government, 2017)- 
· ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives
· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work
· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. 
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
Therefore, practitioners must think of the individual child and listen to what they think should happen to be able to educate and care for them, ensuring they are treated as individuals as what may be right for one child y not be for another. Taking in the children’s feelings in the process of educating them and including them the production of what and how they want to learn. Additionally, the Child Act 1989 must be used to safeguard them. 







The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Article 28: states children have a right to education and should be appropriately disciplined in a manner consistent with the child’s human dignity.
World Declaration on Education for All and the Framework for Action to Meet Basic Learning Needs 1990: For people to learn how to survive and thrive in life, they must have literacy, oral expression, numeracy and problem-solving skills and have knowledge, skills, and values. (Alloy, 1990)
Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011: The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (no date) voices that in 2011, Wales made the UNCRC part of its domestic laws. (Government Legislation, 2011). 

The Children’s Rights Scheme 2014: The Welsh Government published this is to ensure “children’s rights are further embedded within the Welsh Government” (Education Wales, 2014. P. 3). 

Education Act 1996: In Wales the statutory school age is 5, at the compulsory school age, the parents or guardian must ensure the child is receiving full time education that is suitable for their age, ability, aptitude and supporting any special educational needs (Education (Wales) 1996). 

The rate children learn and develop can be affected by disabilities, genetics, illnesses and environmental factors (Farrelly, 2010). Palaiologou (2012) states children are active citizens who can take command of their own learning and must take shared ownership along with their parents and teachers. However, children cannot show they are experiencing difficulties in an easy manner, this may be displayed in behaviour such as frustration and unwanted behaviour that may be perceived as challenging behaviour (Farrelly, 2010). The Challenging Behaviour Foundation (2009) States behaviour can be deemed as challenging when individuals are frequently showing aggressive behaviour which threatens their physical safety and others. When experiencing absent seizures there seems to be a loss of awareness, this is where individuals can lose key points of education (National Health Service, 2019a). Unfortunately, those with epilepsy are medicated and the side effects from medication such as Levetiracetam (NHS, 2019b) can cause challenging behaviour, aggression and irritability. Behaviour strategies essentially need to be put in place to promote positive behaviour, for instance using personal, social and emotional education Framework. As Webster- Stratton (2005) says promote positive behaviour by ignoring the negative. Children recognise praise for something they have done right when they receive recognition within the first 10 seconds. Children’s behaviour does not have to be perfect to warrant recognition as it shows that they are working on improving their behaviour (Webster-Stratton 2005). Visual reward charts and timetables will also help encourage the child or young person to improve. 
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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) Article 23: Children have a right to special care and support if they have a disability so they can lead a full and independent life.

Children Act 1989: Under the Children Act 1989 a child is seen as in need if they are disabled or have health problems which will impact their development without support of the services. The Act is also there to safeguard children from harm (Long, 2014). 

Additional learning needs (ALN) transformation programme: (Welsh Government, 2018) States
The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 will better the collaboration between agencies. This will benefit those with multiple disabilities as they will all be working together to try and improve the outcomes for later in life, enabling them to be independent.

Disabilities: Under the disability Discrimination Act 1995 a person that has mental impairment is classed as disabled (Palaiologou,2012). Epilepsy is a form of neurological disability as it has long term adverse effect on the person’s ability to carry out normal day to day activities, in most cases those with epilepsy must be medicated, (National Health Service (NHS) 2019a). risk assessments must be in place to ensure the safety of the pupils, for instance in swimming lessons the lifeguard and swim teacher must know about the epilepsy, also the child’s one to one support be in the pool with them (Epilepsy Research UK, 2014). Bernard van Leer Foundation (2006) states when children experience forms of stress early on in life, it harmfully affects brain function, learning and memory. Those that experience extreme stress later in life are at greater risk of having behavioural, emotional and mental health complications. 

A Guide to General Comment 7: ‘Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood: Practitioners should be aware of the needs of the children they care for and know how to satisfy their needs (Bernard van Leer Foundation, 2006). A one-to-one support should be provided to ensure the safety, care and support of the child’s rights is achieved.

Education Act 1996: (Welsh Government, 1996) “Local authorities must ensure that special educational provision is made for pupils who have special educational needs.”

Epilepsy Action 2016: Settings must have enough staff trained to support the child, and all staff must know of the medical conditions the child has, who can give support if the named staff is absent, information has to be shared to supply teachers and risk assessments have to be completed for all aspects of the child’s life. Also, there must be protocols in place on what to do when the child has seizures, for example calling 999 (Epilepsy Action, 2016). 
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