My experience in the Digital Skills course so far is a mix between a sudden flood of information, which sometimes causes stress, and at the same time teaches me new and particularly useful knowledge that I may have heard of or even seen somewhere, but never actually dealt with. I also see how this course opens a range of opportunities for me, gradually, although in an extremely fast and condensed way. Week by week, I was learning how small my general knowledge is, but at the same time, it was expanding with the latest information and topics. So, the first week was the most stressful yet at the same time rich in knowledge, such as navigating Moodle and understanding its structure, accessing, and using Turnitin for assignment submissions, setting up and accessing Office 365 products, and most importantly for me, understanding the Digital Skills Development Pathway. The first week was also filled with meeting new and interesting people who shared their experiences and initial impressions of the university.
 The second week was much calmer, and I could focus more on the lesson and the topic, although I was still learning completely new and sometimes incomprehensible concepts. But the further I went; I would say that it got better. Navigating Microsoft Outlook was one of several topics that day, and general knowledge about Outlook is not exceptionally large—in fact, it is huge, so focusing on its basics is sufficient and extremely useful. Managing your calendar, marking meetings, assessments, and everything that comes to mind and is needed in my daily organization down to the hour and minute, week, month, and even years, is one of my favorite tools. Team collaboration and exploring Microsoft Planner, using rules in your inbox are interesting and useful digital tools. I must say that they are not only practiced in class but also used by me later and currently. The second week gave me additional knowledge and practice.
The third week was definitely focused on the most interesting and engaging topic nowadays, which is ChatGPT, slides, and educational videos, and also a discussion on the subject which I would say was very enlightening and moralizing because until then I wasn’t fully aware of the ethics of using this kind of digital tools. The knowledge of how much they can help us or how much they can harm is priceless and useful. The fact that I can record podcasts without my own voice completely blew my mind. About cyber threats and how valuable our personal data is to dishonest people—on one hand, it’s terrifying, but on the other hand, very educational and serves as a warning against deceitful individuals on the internet.
The fourth week is about exploring Microsoft Office 365 and operating this office confidently and efficiently. I would add that I already feel a bit more confident, but not completely yet; I definitely need to practice more on my own.
 In summary, over the last four/five weeks, my knowledge and skills have expanded and will certainly help me in my development. The things I have learned are being used by me even now, as I am drafting this essay.
