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Abstract:
Greek mythology is heavily embedded in modern culture from books to films and even modern ideals. Classical reception is a topic that is widely researched and has seen a surge in popularity in recent years, specifically how it affects children’s literature. Some of the credit for this increase can be attributed to Rick Riordan, author of the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series of books and accredited ‘myth-man’. The Percy Jackson and the Olympians is a five book series aimed at young adults and is based round the life of twelve-year-old, son of Poseidon, Percy who we see dealing with both the ancient and modern world but what type of hero is he? I will be using both primary and secondary sources to come to a conclusion to this question.
I will focus my research on what makes a Greek hero by analysing the heroes of ancient literature and finding their defining characteristics. I will be focusing on the hero’s connections to the divine, their ability and need to slay monsters, their bravery and their immortal perception. I will then turn my research to modern heroism and, again, finding the characteristics that we now associate with heroism. I will focus on selflessness and sacrifice; kindness and virtue; and loyalty as my defining characteristics with a detailed look on how Catholicism has altered our view of heroes. I will also be looking here at Classical reception, specifically on how Ancient Greece has influenced Children’s Literature.
I will then compare each of the seven characteristics to how Percy Jackson embodies them and how he, if at all, differs from the heroes we have looked at. I will be using the Percy Jackson and the Olympians five book series mainly but will also look as specific examples of Percy’s character in the second series, The Heroes of Olympus (another five book series).
I anticipate the problem that, as previously stated, Ancient Greece has influenced our western culture and thus our idea of heroism, whether directly or through Rome, so there will, most likely, be some similarities between Greek and modern ideas of heroism which may skew the results.
Plan:
Introduction:
Aim: To discover whether Percy Jackson’s defining characteristics are that of a Greek or Modern hero and to introduce my main authors and my reasons for choosing them.
Classical characteristics of a hero: Nagy (1979); Sabine (2009)
Defining classical reception in children’s literature: Maurice (2015); Zakjo (2017)

Chapter 1:
Aim: To discuss four of the most notable characteristics for Greek heroes; connections to the divine through birth, favouritism or animosity; monster slaying; bravery; and immortal perception.
The heroes I will use as examples for their connections to the immortal are: Herakles, Hera and Zeus; Odysseus, Poseidon and Athena; and Achilles and the immortals on either side of the Trojan war. 
The heroes I will use as examples of monster slaying are: Herakles and his twelve labours; Odysseus and his nostos; and Theseus and the minotaur.
The heroes I will use as examples of bravery are: Achilles and Herakles.
The heroes I will use for their immortal perception, becoming a god or having a cult, are: Herakles and Dionysus also focusing of Odysseus having to choose to leave Ogygia and Achilles and Herakles choosing a short glorious life over a long unimpressive one.

Chapter 2:
Aim: To discuss three of the most notable traits of modern heroes: selflessness and sacrifice; kindness and virtue; and loyalty, with an emphasis on how Christ and Christianity has played a role in our ideas of what a hero should be. I will also be looking at how Greek myth itself has been altered to fit our modern standers of a hero, especially in children’s literature. I will also draw a difference between modern heroes and super-heroes.
The heroes I will use as examples of selfishness and sacrifice are: Harry Potter, war heroes and celebrity heroes.
The heroes I will use as examples of kindness and virtue are: Harry Potter, war heroes and celebrity heroes.
The heroes I will use for loyalty to friends are: Harry Potter
For the modern Greek myths, I will use: Disney’s Hercules, and different translations of Greek myth.

Chapter 3:
Aim: To discuss Percy Jacksons key character traits and compare them to those which we have already seen.
All of the resources for this chapter will come from Rick Riordan’s dual series’. For his connections to the divine I will focus on his relationship with his father Poseidon, his battle with Ares in book 1, chapter 20, his conversations with Hermes at the beginning and end of book 2 and the help Apollo gave them during book 3.
For his monster slaying ability, I will focus on his killing of the Fury and the Minotaur in book 1, his slaying of Geryon in book 4 and his killing of the Titan Hyperion in book 5.
For his bravery I will mention how the slaying of monsters and endless quests show bravery, especially in book 8 when he falls into Tartarus with Annabeth, but I will focus mainly on how he shows his bravery by standing up for what he believes in. In book one when he stands up to Hades and Zeus, in book 4 when he stands up to Hera and book 5 when he turns away the gods gift for a chance to do better.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To show his immortal perception I will focus on the two times Percy denounced immortality; once in book 4 on the island of Ogygia and once in book 5 when he turns down Zeus’ offer of immortality drawing a parallel here with the scene at the end of Disney’s Hercules when Hercules does the same.
I will show Percy’s selflessness and sacrifice by mentioning the denouncing of immortality and his willingness to stay behind in Tartarus in book 9 so Annabeth can safely go home. I will focus on Percy’s need to save his mother throughout book one and his disregard for his own safety during book 3 when he is on a quest to save Annabeth.
To show Percy’s kindness and virtue I will focus on his final request to the Olympians and its subsequent conclusion. I will also mention Percy’s want to help Leo in book 10 with ensuring Calypso’s safety.
I will finally show Percy’s loyalty to his friends by pointing out the parts, in every book, where he needed to help his friends/family. Book 1 – his mother, book 2 – Grover, book 3 – Annabeth, book 4 – Nico and the rest of camp and book 5- the whole world.
Conclusion:
Aim: to come to an organised conclusion as to whether Percy Jackson is a Greek or modern hero.
The conclusion I am trying to prove is that Percy Jackson is a true Greek hero but has the heart and moral compass of a modern hero.
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