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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector.

In this response I will discuss the issues in relation to teaching welsh second language in English medium schools. During the national survey for wales in 2013/2014, the survey showed that 11 per cent (310,600) of all people aged 3 and over living in Wales could speak Welsh fluently.  This shows that children getting taught second language welsh wouldn’t class themselves as fluent speakers. (Hywel M. Jones) To enhance and develop the teaching of welsh second language Huw Lewis’s article Welsh Second Language within our curriculum, Sioned Davies’ One language for all and Professor Donaldson’s successful futures will create an understanding of what needs to be changed to improve the learning.  
Lewis firstly discusses how children are leaving schools ‘without the effective Welsh language skills they need’. (Lewis 2015:1).  This illustrates that children in English medium schools are leaving KS2/KS3 without the knowledge needed in Welsh although they would have been learning it for years.  Davies suggests we need to create a way to develop learners Welsh language skills so that they are able to transfer the skills and use them in the community, with their family as well as in the work place. (Davies 2013) Using welsh in the community as well as with their family allows the children to develop their welsh skills, as a result of using the skills daily therefore children shouldn’t leave KS3 without the effective welsh skills. By children learning and developing their welsh at a young age this allows them to learn the skills required quicker which will therefore have a positive impact in later life when looking for jobs.  Another issue in schools is when picking their GCSE’s children can decide to do welsh either short course or full, which in a result illustrates that the children who don’t enjoy learning welsh will pick short course. Professor Donaldson suggests that in the new curriculum welsh should remain compulsory in schools up to the age of 16. (Donaldson 2015) This suggests that every child in Wales must study welsh as if it was as important as Maths or English. Osmond also links that Welsh in English medium schools should have the same status as the core subjects such as maths and English. (Osmond 2013) By doing this in schools should increase the children’s skills, and therefore allow them to use welsh more confidently.
When visiting English medium schools welsh is incorporated into daily life but not as often as I thought. Is that because the teacher doesn’t have the skills to enhance welsh in every lesson?  I went to a welsh primary when I was younger so therefore welsh was the only language I could speak until I was in year 3/4. Although I didn’t learn English until then, I then furthered and went to an English secondary school; which meant only a hand full of children could speak welsh fluently so therefore my English developed whereas my welsh was lost.  Today I would say my English is much better than my welsh as I hardly use the welsh language only to my grandparents.  As a result of not using the welsh language daily in my opinion my welsh is poor for someone who could only speak welsh at one point of their lives.  This provides evidence that without using the language regularly it cannot be developed. 
 

Lewis also suggests ‘we also need to equip our teaching profession with better skills’. (Lewis 2015) This illustrate that if the teachers don’t have the correct welsh skills how are they meant to therefore teach children.  The Sabbatical Scheme has now been put in place to allow the practitioners to develop their welsh skills after qualifying.  The courses are free of charge as well as a grant to pay any costs as well as travelling expenses to any practitioner. Therefore practitioners cannot say there is nothing out there for them to develop their welsh skills.  Davies says to improve the teaching of the welsh language we must ‘ensure a high quality workforce and the importance of training’. (Davies 2013) This suggests we must enhance practitioners with more training opportunities not only the sabbatical scheme.  I believe training should be a must every so many years or months for practitioners so that they are constantly improving and sustaining their welsh, so therefore the children will develop better welsh skills.  Welsh schools are crucial in the development of the welsh languages as ‘welsh medium schools should act as hubs for the welsh language, to support teachers and practitioners in English medium schools. (Donaldson 2015:60) This may suggest that welsh medium schools could be used to help develop the skills of the English medium schools.  But on the other hand will practitioners in the English medium schools take these opportunities if they were put in place if it didn’t believe they would benefit from them.  When out in schools I mainly see teachers speaking English to the children and speaking welsh at a certain time everyday.  It feels that teachers are only doing the welsh as they have to, so therefore I believe teachers want more training so they can be the best teachers and develop their children in the best possible way.  

Lewis also discusses how ‘cognitive benefits of bilingualism and its importance in enabling children and young people to have a good understanding of the cultural life of Wales’. (Lewis 2015:2) This suggests that learning not only the Welsh language but also learning about the Welsh culture will bring positive cognitive development to the children as well as develop their welsh skills.  Davies also discusses we should ‘ensure that pupils see a point to learning the language and that pupils’ confidence to use the language is an important factor’. (Davies 2013) By ensuring the children understand why they learn Welsh should increase the chance of the child wanting to learn about the culture as well as the language. Davies suggests we should also ‘raise the status of the subject’.  By raising the status could suggest allowing the children to learn about the culture of wales which they could do as independent learning or from the teacher.   Donaldson also agrees that welsh skills need to be developed by children and young people, by strengthening the focus on commercial value for the job market as its suggested to have cognitive benefits of bilingualism.(Donaldson 2015)  Murphy also suggest that children becoming ‘bi- or multilingual has gained increasing prominence, both from theoretical and more applied perspectives’. (Victoria Murphy 2014:2) 
The Welsh government also suggests we need to ‘ensure appropriate emphasis on the welsh language and culture’. This illustrates we need to teach children transferrable skills that they could use outside of school and not learning just to pass the exam.  Teaching the children about the culture will hopefully make the children understand their purpose.  When in secondary school I never had the opportunity to learn about my culture, I felt I was taught what I needed to know to pass the exam not what I wanted to learn. Whereas I would have been more motivated for the welsh lessons if I was to learn more relevant topics I could use in the community or with family members.   

Overall I believe the practitioners are doing the best they can to develop the welsh language but are forgetting about the cultural side.  I also understand that teachers should get more training so that they can develop their welsh skills. The new curriculum should develop the welsh language and progress many individuals to then enhance their opportunities when job searching in the future.  I believe the welsh language also needs to be more flexible with what the children learn, not to learn what’s needed to pass the exams. Overall I feel that the welsh language the past years has not developed as it should therefore in the new curriculum Donaldson inspires to make positive change for the Welsh Language. 
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