Pressed

Three o’clock, she started the ironing	Comment by Admin: I think this would be more immediate in the present tense – especially since you are citing the time
pressing a sharp seam into the leg of the flares
just the way her daughter  liked it.

At three minutes past three, her daughter’s face
pressed into the cage wall, wire biting into her cheek	Comment by Admin: And using  a complete verb– bites – makes the image sharper 

Not sure of hands scrabbling – feels a bit weak . something complete fingers break tear, … 
Or maybe introduce breathing here before the smoke ?
hands scrabbling.

Three ten and she sighed, stretched her back,
decided to put the kettle on,
take a break with a smoke.

Three fifteen, her daughter exhaled her last breath	Comment by Admin: Latinate – feels leisurely – I understand the link with the smoke but it doesn’t convey panic  and as such seems a little too academic, 
from clean crushed lungs, her body
a rag doll on the fence.	Comment by Admin: Possible cliché?

At three forty five she wondered if the Reds were winning.
In a minute she’d switch on the radio
before laying the table for tea.

In no time her daughter lay with others
set out on the turf, a coat thrown over
her livid wealed face.

Her girl was always starving after a big game away.
She carried the tea things through	Comment by Admin: Maybe some emotion? A smile …
arranged carefully on a tray.

Two strangers carried her girl away 	Comment by Admin: ? where
creased on a rough piece of boarding,	Comment by Admin: Maybe insert ‘body’ (the girl isn’t creased) 
her denimed leg  lame as a crooked spout.	Comment by Admin: Lame is walking isn’t it? it’s broken, twisted, useless …
Not sure about the crooked spout.  I can see what you mean but it doesn’t sound natural 

At four o’clock someone pressed her doorbell.


NOTES 
Lots of fiddly marginal comments which I hope are useful
The one thing I thought was that it felt curiously muffled. That’s what  I meant when I spoke to you. The quiet of the mother and the home life ticking away is perfect  but the girl’s terrified, desperate end  as her body shatters under the pressure feels silent as well. There was so much noise, screaming shouting – both in and outside the cage. Maybe something about the sound? The two segments interlocking is a brilliant idea but they should also contrast in tone as well as action
[bookmark: _GoBack]I feel strongly this should be present tense as the minutes pass  -it would make the fragments sharper.

 
