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	Target 
	What I have done in this assignment…

	Target 1
	 Read more widely using current and relevant material from books and journals as well as websites to expand your knowledge and understanding of the topic.  Use these to underpin your discussion within the assignment. Reference all your sources of information both within the text and in the reference list at the end.
	I have used a variety of different resources such as books and websited that sufficiently relate to the point I was explaining. 

	Target 2 
	Develop a more formal, academic style of writing. 



	I have used a more formal and academic style of writing within this essay and have used dictionaries to improve my writing. 

	
	
	



Start at my feet.
There are a large number of different factors that lead to challenges and opportunities that can affect the community around a child, especially in relation to teaching and also the school environment. Many of these opportunities and challenges can affect children in multiple different ways now and can have a major impact on decisions they will make throughout their future. In relation to school A, poverty and the socio-economic status of the surrounding community, children experiencing Additional Learning Needs on multiple different levels within the mainstream school, the different beliefs within the social justice system, and multiple religions and cultures throughout the school could cause many opportunities, challenges, and learning experiences for each individual child in. In order to create successful futures for all children whose learning experience is being completed within school A, they ensure that the children get to experience multiple different activities despite these challenges, creating them into learning experiences for the individuals. School trips allow children to experience learning in a different way to in the classroom, allowing them to undertake practical tasks and engage with others to develop a deeper understanding of topics that they are being taught about in school. Children whose families are experiencing and living through poverty may not be able to afford to take part in school trips, however School A still provides them with the opportunity using funding that they have received from the Welsh Government. 528 pupils attended School A at the time of the most recent Estyn report and were being taught between 18 classes. (Estyn, 2018)

When discussing the community around a child and its influences, I believe that it is important to relate the context to things I have observed or experienced. Having been given the opportunity to observe the children and environment of a school when on bridging in a low-income area, I was able to see a variety of different opportunities and challenges for children relating to poverty. To begin, the area surrounding School A has an employability percentage of just 70.5% for adults between the ages of 16 and 64, making it lower than the country’s average. (Office of National Statistics, 2023) Families within the area of School A often find it challenging to fund school trips for their children, limiting their school experience and adequate understanding as they are unable to relate what they have learned in a classroom to in person encounters. The Welsh Government will provide schools with funding through a Revenue Support Grant, often given to schools through their local government. This grant allows the school to support children and their learning when their families are unable to do so due to financial hardship. (Welsh Government, 2018) The children within school A would then be able to attend the school trips just like the other pupils in their class, allowing their learning experience to be supported and encouraged, leading to equal opportunities for all.
 An example of another challenge relating to poverty would be parents and carers of the children in school A being unable to pay of school meals and healthy lunches for their children, as healthy foods are more expensive to buy and do not last as long as other foods that are less nutritious for their child. Following the agreement between The Welsh Government and Plaid Cymru that began in September 2022, Free School Meals were to be given to every child in primary school settings, starting with reception, gradually progressing to year 6 by 2024. The Welsh Government stated that ‘Welsh Government will fund local authorities across Wales to begin rolling out their offer of a free, nutritious school meal, starting with their youngest learners.’ (Welsh Government, 2022) By doing this, The Welsh Government and Plaid Cymru are not only helping families in deprived areas provide healthy meals for their children when in schools but are also more likely to cause a decrease in child obesity rates throughout the country of Wales as more children are eating healthy meals each day. Prior to the introduction of free school meals in 2022, School A’s most recent Estyn report states that the eligibility percentage for the children receiving free school meals was just 6%. 13% lower than the average number of children receiving free school meals across Wales being 19%. (Estyn, 2018)
Finally, due to Flying Start sessions being limited to specific postcode areas for the most deprived places in Wales, not many families living near School A are provided with the luxury of 12.5 hours free childcare per week to help support them and their children. This can be especially difficult for families with multiple children as they’d have to pay for childcare facilities for each individual child. To help to support and aid families and their children experiencing difficulties in this situation, School A provides stay and play sessions to children prior to beginning nursery within their facility. (School A, 2023) Stay and Play sessions allow children to socialise with others the same age as them before starting nursery. The sessions support children in developing key skills in preparation to beginning nursery such as social skills, toilet training and washing hands, being away from their family and main carers (as this is something many of them would not have experienced before), fine and gross motor skills, and also a chance to explore the indoor and outdoor learning areas of the setting, as this will make their transition into school a lot easier for them in September, as well as the parents and children getting to know the other pupils and staff members that they will be interacting with on a daily basis. 


For many children experiencing Additional Learning Needs, the school environment can become very overstimulating and difficult for them to cope with. This can be for a variety of different reasons including the learning area being too loud, frustration of not having the same freedom that they sometimes have at home, and often finding it difficult to communicate their needs to others, specifically staff members and other pupils. As a result of these factors, children who are experiencing additional learning needs can become frustrated and display some challenging behaviours such as hitting, kicking, and biting, however the behaviours will be different for every child. For all children who have additional learning needs in School A, and individual development plan and one page profile will be created with a list of behaviours that they may display and the triggers that will affect them, the individual development plan will state the targets that staff members should be supporting the child to meet. (Pembrokeshire county council, 2023) 
As if can be challenging to meet the needs of an individual having Additional Learning Needs, pupils should also have the opportunity to be provided with a one-to-one worker. This would benefit the child as they will be able to form a close bond and relationship with that member of staff, they will also have the opportunity to get to know that child and understand their wants and needs, making it easier for the child to communicate with others. The children will also then get the extra support and encouragement that they need, developing them further in every area of learning such as Social Development, Physical Development, Language, Literacy and Communication Development, Emotional Development, and also Intellectual Development, this is also known as developing the child holistically. (Foundation Education, 2023) However, having one-to-one workers for children experiencing additional learning needs in primary schools is becoming increasingly difficult due to a lack of funding being provided to primary schools in Wales. The Government are attempting to rectify the issue by setting aside 40 million pounds ‘additional funding’ for the 2023/2024 academic year to provide extra support to primary schools finding themselves in financial difficulty. (Education and Skills Funding Agency, 2023)
The most recent Estyn report for school A states that 11% of the pupils attending the school have an Additional Learning need, just 10% lower than the ‘national average’ of 21% (Estyn, 2018) 
Maria Montessori, a child psychologist supported and developed a theory around a child-centered approach, meaning working around the child’s needs and placing them in the center of their learning process, leading to furthering their development as much as possible in order to create the best outcomes for that child, which are all important factors to a child’s development who are faced with having an additional learning need. (Ruhl. C, 2023) Children who have an additional learning need can often be faced with everyday challenges such as going to school and being in a learning environment for a long period of time within their day. For some children, this is a positive as it gives their day some routine and structure, however for many other pupils it creates a great deal of frustration and stress for them to handle. By using a child-centered approach, the children who find the school environment difficult are given the right support to further their development and ensure that they are as comfortable as possible and getting the most they can out of school. (Designs for Education, no date)
Finally, another example of a challenge that children with additional learning needs may face within a school could be that they do not always have the adequate support from staff due to them not being trained enough in certain areas of development in order to help the child and push their development to the next level. Through the use of a multi-agency approach to learning, School A are providing their pupils with additional learning needs with a change to develop in all areas by inviting in other teams for extra support. An example of other people who might possibly work with the child could include speech and language therapists, play therapists, and sometimes physiotherapists to support and encourage their developmental needs. The book ‘The Team Around the child’, written by Iram Siraj-Blatchford, Karen Clarke, and Martin Needham states that ‘settings gained better outcomes for children where there were higher levels in terms of quantity and quality of the teacher/adult-planned and initiated focused, small group work’ meaning that the more attention and support that the children have with their learning, the better the outcomes will be for their pupils. (Siraj-Blatchford, I, Clarke, K, and Needham M, 2011) The use of proficient communication through all teams working with or around that child will benefit and support the children experiencing additional learning needs to develop holistically. 

In conclusion to this essay, I have learned about how School A uses different strategies and legislations to support the pupils in their care, focusing on those living in deprived areas or poverty, and children experiencing additional learning needs through bridging days and different research methods like books and websites. The communication between staff and the families of the children is vital for their holistic development, and also multi-agency working as they will create the best outcomes for the pupils completing the first steps of education withing their school. From my experience with bridging days at school A, I would love to use their stay and play method for future practice as I believe it provides the children who are transitioning into schools easier for them when they have already experienced being in your care and the foundation of that relationship will already have the opportunity to be formed. However, I would also like to create different strategies to support children with additional learning needs as school A stated that this is something they were looking into improving in the future. When I become a fully qualified teacher, supporting children who find school life difficult and building strong relationships with them, as well as the other children in my care and their families, will be very important to me as it will allow them to come to me when they need extra support in every area of learning, including their well-being and emotional development. 
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