How virtual learning made me want to study again

INTRODUCTION

The aim of this report is to show how fun and interesting can be to learn through a platform that helps you discover yourself and shows you where there is space for improvement, with understandable activities in order to allow everyone to have the same learning experience. 

RATIONALE

We will analyse positive and negative impact, and how student achieved way more since they undertake this learning path, by increasing students ‘motivation and interactives.

OBJECTIVES 

As my first approach with Virtual Learning did not start out in the best way, this being my second attempt with I wanted to understand in the first place the reasons and where I could have possibly mistaken. If it was for the lack of desire to complete this path, if it was for the much freedom granted to us, for the too many distraction I had around not being in class, therefore losing attention and get distracted to easily, and having no one behind to push me of course it did not help at the time, So I ended up not managing my time and delivery times wisely. So you can almost tell that I was answering my own questions and perplexity. After conducting the right research and answering the right question, I hope I will have a much broader view of the learning virtual environment and understand what I did wrong in the beginning.  


LITERATURE REVIEW 

For this project I have asked the members of my class to fill out a series of questions, to understand how they are dealing with Virtual Learning, if they have any experience with it or is the first time they are facing it, if they find useful the platform the school has provided to us, if they think there is anything that could be changed to make this process as smooth as possible, if they prefer this to be as virtual as possible by following lessons from devices or they prefer instead face to face class and most important if they are happy so far with their Virtual Learning path, all this will be supported by some graphs that will help us analyse this data.


METHOLOGY


Before even starting my research, I had already used my first methodology by analysing secondary data to understand how it all started, the reasons, the purposes, why it became so popular and efficient, if everyone understood from the beginning how to learn through certain tools or platform and last but not list if teachers and students immediately made use of it correctly therefore making the most of its benefits. To achieve the best result out of this report and out of my investigation, I needed first of all a really good dose of observation, in class and online to understand which kind of question and research to do. For instance, I tried to understand which was the average age of my class to firstly apprehend what kind of relationship they might have with technology and if they were predisposed to this type of learning experience. I have consulted reports, read the Moodle description thoroughly, thinking of which topic to discuss by also taking into consideration my own experience. Another method that I have been using was making experiments to understand in first place which could have possibly be the problem that the students are facing if there was anything they could have liked to change.










SECONDARY DATA
 Before finding out what I discovered through my questionnaire I believe it is necessary to know and comprehend what “VLE” is.
The VLE or more commonly called Virtual Learning Environment,  is a web-based software system designed to facilitate learning and teaching with the use of tools and activities, evidence shown that introducing Virtual learning has completely changed the way we approach learning by increasing students’ motivation to learn. VLE Moodle has been introduced in 2001 and his main goal was to help teacher/educators to create content that would have helped learner to be more interactive and collaborative. But still in 2009 not everyone fully understood the concept, and so they were either not making a good use of it or not using it for the right purpose, therefore not fully exploiting its potential. However, there was quite few people, the minority it must be said which instead understood the purpose from the first moment and consequently to benefit from it. Over the time more and more people begin to understand how to use the platform appropriately and wisely, therefore improving their analytical skills and maximising reflection and independent thinking. In fact, by 2011 Moodle was operating in over 200 countries with more than 49,000 sites in operation in 75 different languages available. As result classes with online learning achieved way more than face to face classes and they were more involved in online discussion, therefore changing their attitude from introverts to extraverts. Increasing their motivation because other students were reading and commenting their posted comments and the word “FUN” was often used to describe Virtual learning environment.
In a report for the Open University, UK, Motivation and mobile devices, Jones and Issroff (2006) propose six reasons for why using a VLE might be motivating for students: 
Control over learning -students can define the tasks and activities they wish to engage in, they take responsibility for their learning. 
Ownership -increased access to technologies has encouraged widening participation. The opportunity to learn informally at a time, place, and pace to suit is highly motivating.
Learning-in-context –the opportunity to access resources and information in the relevant context with the ability to share it with others.
Continuity between contexts –VLEs offer increased opportunities for formative assessment and feedback leading to benefits in terms of retention and achievement.
Fun -learning online can be associated with ‘fun’. 
Communication -communication and collaborative learning, such as the use of forums, chat and email for discussion and feedback. Crook (2000) suggests that working with other people, given the right conditions, is in itself motivating.




PIMARY DATA ANALYSIS 



From the data collected I found that majority of the respondents faced this
kind of learning experience for the first time.[image: Chart, pie chart

Description automatically generated]

While all of them agreed by saying that the Moodle app is well structured with everything at the right place, all very intuitive and easy to access and with all the available information that will guide you step by step through every topic and tasks. And it has in fact been found that Moodle is the platform that has helped students the most so far with this Learning experience with 80% preferring it to our Online Library. [image: Chart, pie chart
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 The same goes for question n.3 where all of them apart from 1 approved the choice of 4 hours lessons per week which are enough for them, while the only one would possibly prefer couple of hours more to master certain concepts. Consequently, a question regarding the choice of approaching a method of 20% of learning in class and the remaining 80% by us independently it seemed relevant to me. Here we can observe the outcome [image: Chart, pie chart
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As we all know we have been forced to stay home for the whole pandemic situation and therefore had to follow online classes, so a question arose spontaneously, the student prefer the old and traditional way of face to face classes or something more advanced like having the chance of following the lessons online with your smartphone or laptop. Almost the 90% of the responders has adapted to the new era deciding so to follow lessons online at home all justified by the relatively young age of the respondents where the oldest of do not exceed the age of 40. [image: Chart, pie chart
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And to finish with it was important for me to understand which is the level of satisfaction within the group I have not received any dissatisfaction replies, but at the same time I did not receive any response of extreme satisfaction. [image: Chart, pie chart

Description automatically generated]
 As we can see overall majority of the students are quite happy with their learning experience, that founds a 40% who is happy with their path so far, another 40% that consider themselves really happy and a minority of 20% that did not take any sides describing their experience fairly neutral.



CONCLUSION

I want to conclude by saying that was really fun and interesting, I didn’t think it could help me that much, to understand what my mistakes were and realize that are more common than I thought, and that it takes very little to correct them and improve. 

RECOMMENDATION. 
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Have you ever found useful the platforms that the school has provided you for the virtual learning

such as Moodle, Online Library etc. If yes which one you've used the most?
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As specified by Moodle we will cover 20% of the learning in class and the other 80% has to be

done from us, do you think it is a fair percentage?
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What age group you belong to:
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On a scale of 1to 5 how satisfied you are with this virtual learning path so far?
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Is it the first time you are facing this type of learning?
6 responses

@ Yes
® No





