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Characters constructed based on‘隹’

Characters constructed based on‘鳥’

 Research Methods
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隹、隼、奞、奪、

雔、靃、雥、集

鳥、鳳（朋）、烏（於）
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01
Charac ters  cons truc ted 

based on‘隹’
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Small
Seal

Bronze Standard

Oracle
bone

Shuo Wen：
隹,general name for short-tailed birds.
鳥,general name for long-tailed birds.
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short-tailed bird



Duan YuCai：Character 
one represents a tree 
branch where the bird 
rests.

 Lin YiGuang：Character one is an 
emphasis on the sharp claw of 
falcon,the same font style as‘刃’—
—by putting character one on ‘刀’.
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Small
Seal Standard

falcon

Dai Tong：One looks 
like a‘臂鞲’where the 
falcon stands.

knife                        blade



Shuo Wen： A bird with 
outstretched wings
Duan Yucai：Birds look bigger with 
outstretched wings

Shuo Wen：Bird in hand is lost.
Duan YuCAi：奪 extended its 
semantic meaning as a lost object. 
Lin YiGuang：The bird is likely to 
escape and fly away when the man is 
not paying attention.
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Bronze Bronze

Small
Seal

Small
Seal

Standard Standard

(big)

(hand)



Shuo Wen：A pair of birds.

ShuoWen：The sound raindrops made 
when stike on the flying birds.
Duan Yucai：靃 extended its meaning 
as squander.
Bernhard Karlgren：xwɑk/xwɑk/huò
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ShuoWen：A flock of birds.

Shuo Wen：A flock of birds 
gather on a tree.
Ji XuSheng：There’s no 
evidence to prove that the  oracle 
bone inscriptions of 集 is the certain 
ancient graphic form of it. 
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Oracle
bone

Bronze

Small
Seal

Small
Seal

Standard Standard
(tree)
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Charac ters  cons truc ted 

based on‘鳥’



Bernhard Karlgren：
隹：ti̯wər/tɕwi/zhuī
鳥：ti   g/tieu:/diǎo(niǎo)

Luo ZhenYu：There is no difference 
between 隹 and 鳥 in their oracle 
bone inscriptions,the only difference 
between 隹 and鳥 is the amount of 
their strokes.

Orac Bron Seal Stan

鶴                                       鷺
     crane                                                        egret
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Shuo Wen：
隹,general name for short-tailed 
birds.
鳥，general name for long-tailed 
birds.

  雉                                      雞
pheasant                                                   rooster



Shuo Wen：A divine bird.凡 is its 
phonetic symbol.       ,the pictograph 
of guwen script of character 鳳.

Oracle
bone

Bronze

Small
Seal

Standard

phoenix



Orac Bron Seal Stan

Xu Hao：Sementic meaning clique 
was not generated until the Han 
dynasty.

Wang GuoWei：In the Shang 
dynasty,people used small pieces of 
jade and cowry as money.Jade tied in 
ropes were called 玨，the string of 
cowry were called 朋.玨 and 朋 used 
to be the same character.

「既見君子，錫我百朋。」

——The Book of Songs
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GuWen

Shuo Wen:Crow,a pictograph.
Xiao Er Ya:Crow is entirely black 
in color 「虎豹為群，於鵲與處。」

——Biography of  the emperor  Mu
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Shuo Wen：   .Pictograph of guwen 
inscription of 烏.     ,omitted graphic 
form of       .

Bronze

Small
Seal

Small
Seal

StandardStandard

crow
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