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Characters constructed

based on‘4%’




short-tailed bird

& Bronze é Standard

Oracle Small
bone % Seal
Shuo Wen:

42 ,general name for short-tailed birds.
% ,general name for long-tailed birds.



b

Small
Seal

i )

Standard

falcon

Duan YuCai: Character
one represents a tree
branch where the bird

rests.

. Dai Tong: One looks
A " like a“/ #’where the
S / %48 ‘-ﬁf falcon stands.

Lin YiGuang: Character one 1s an
emphasis on the sharp claw of
falcon,the same font style as® 7] *—
—by putting character one on ‘7).

knife blade



= (big)

Bronze Standard

Small
@ Seal ﬁ

Shuo Wen: A bird with

outstretched wings

Duan Yucai: Birds look bigger with :

outstretched wings

23
% (hand)

Bronze Standard
{m}. Small )’_\
% Seal 253
3 ™~

Shuo Wen: Bird in hand 1s lost.
Duan YuCAi: # extended its
semantic meaning as a lost object.
Lin YiGuang: The bird 1s likely to
escape and fly away when the man 1s

not paying attention.



%& Ct\ : =) (ram)
Standard Bronze Standard
Small
Small o Oracle ¥
Seal

T2 Seal ;
bone EEE m E
i ShuoWen: The sound raindrops made
Shuo Wen: A pair of birds 1§ when stike on the flying birds.
Duan Yucai: # extended its meaning

1 as squander.

4 Bernhard Karlgren: xwak/xwak/huo
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Wign

£l Standard

Small ,,

Seal 1%

ShuoWen: A flock of birds.

Bronze Standard

Oracle Small

bone l,?\ Seal <

Shuo Wen: A flock of birds

gather on a tree.

Ji XuSheng: There’ sno
evidence to prove that the oracle
bone inscriptions of % is the certain
ancient graphic form of it.



Characters constructed

basedon ‘&’
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LLuo ZhenYu: There 1s no difference
between 4£ and % in their oracle
bone 1nscriptions,the only difference
between £ and % is the amount of
their strokes.

Shuo Wen:
4 ,general name for short-tailed

birds.
%, general name for long-tailed

birds.

.

N R A
N

Bernhard Karlgren:
42 : tiwar/tewi/zhui
% : tiog/tieu:/dido(nido)

s

rooster



phoenix

N

Bronze Standard

Oracle Small

bone % Seal }%L

Shuo Wen: A divine bird. /U is its
phonetic symbol. ﬁ ,the pictograph
of guwen script of character J&l.



# B 9% MW
H 23

Wang GuoWei: In the Shang
dynasty,people used small pieces of
jade and cowry as money.Jade tied in
ropes were called 3£, the string of
cowry were called A .2 and A used
to be the same character.

______________________________________________________________

TBRAETF, BEEAM. ]

—The Book of Songs

Xu Hao: Sementic meaning clique
was not generated until the Han

dynasty.



S
Bronze Standard

Small

Aty % Seal ‘%

Shuo Wen:Crow,a pictograph.
Xiao Er Ya:Crow 1s entirely black

1n color

GuWen Standard
Small
? Eg Seal }j{:\

Shuo Wen: ? E’g Pictograph of guwen
inscription of %%é ,omitted graphic
form of 3@ .

e e i e e e e e R e s

T RA K2, AHEE,

Biography of the emperor Mu
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Chinese Characters are composed by its graphic form,pronunciation and
semantic meaning.Although the topic of this presentation emphasis on the
evolution of the graphic form of characters,it 1s impossible to complete
perfectly without the participation of pronunciation and semantic
meaning.

Graphic Form:oracle bone inscription,bronze inscription,small seal
script and standard script.

Semantic Meaning:<ShuoWenlieZ1>,<the Book of Songs> .

Pronunciation :<Grammata Serica, Script and Phonetics in Chinese and
Sino-Japanese> of Swedish scholar Bernhard Karlgren.




References

1. (HanJ) Xu Shen, (Qing ) Duan YuCai noted:<Shuo Wen Jie Zi Zhu>,

Shanghai: Shanghai Century Publishing Co.Ltd,1981.

2. [ Swedish ) Bernhard Karlgren:<Grammata Serica, Script and
Phonetics in Chinese and Sino-Japanese>,Shanghai: Shanghai

Lexicographical Publishing House,1997.

3.Gao ShuPan:<ZhengZhong Comprehensive dictionary of shape, sound

and meaning>, Taipei:Zheng Zhong Book Company,1971

4 .Han Standard Network :

fww A EAS Viky ’/'\‘ P ”,'\_: VA o
YAV.YAY.Y / o 1wl F
B J / VYVl il %iell 1%L
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