


Policing by consent is the idea that the power of the police originates from a mutual consent with the public in oppose to the power of the state, and it derived upon Robert Peels 9 Principles of Policing.   However, it does not mean the consent of a person as no one can chose to withdraw their consent from the police or the law (Home Office, 2012).  To maintain a hold over crime, it is important for police services to understand peoples reasoning for abiding by the rule of law and cooperating with legal authorities, if they are to persuade and dissuade this from happening, it is important that people’s sense of morality and rationality is understood (Jackson et al, 2013).  Therefore, highlighting the reasoning for policing by consent in oppose to policing by coercion.  Following the Brixton riots in 1981, a conference was held a year later in which Lord Scarman explained the idea of policing by consent as a method of policing in which police forces are not an arm of the state but are servants of the community whose confidence they must achieve, arguing that if the police are to secure the confidence of the public in which they serve, they must create a balance between the law enforcement and the maintenance of the people (Oxford, 1984).  Policing in the UK is heavily influenced by policing by consent and is served as an example for the belief that for policing to be effective, there must be a strong public support for a police services action.  In London, member of the London Assembly, Unmesh Desai proposes that it should be one of the standout efforts of the city that their police service and public have a strong bond, and both work together to obtain strong community-based relationships with policing by consent at their core.  Historically, the ideas proposed in policing by consent were first introduced in 1829 under general instructions.  These instructions were given to every officer and included that officers must understand that the power of the police to serve their roles and responsibilities is dependent on the public’s positive perception of them, such as their existence, actions, behavior and ability to achieve and obtain public respect (Desai, 2020).  There are a number of organisations that regulate police forces in order to ensure they are being transparent with the public and making sure they are policing by consent, as it relies on the faith and confidence that the general population has in the police.  These include, Her majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, the National Police Chiefs Council, the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime and the Independent Office for Police Conduct alongside the police and crime commissioners.  These organisations operate from a neutral perspective to assess the police and evaluate if their work is acceptable.

In general, it is very important for communities in the UK to have strong community relations with the police, in order to benefit the effectiveness of police services and in turn the safety of the community.  The main goals set out for community relations include reducing crime, disorder and antisocial behavior, increase feelings of safety within the community, improving community perceptions of the police and changing police officers attitudes and behavior (Myhill 2012).  When there are good relations between the police and the communities they serve, the police gain a stronger understanding of the publics concerns, locals from the community may also become more likely to report crimes and serve as witnesses for the police (Community Watch Paper, 2023).  Communications can cause an increase in the likelihood of offenders getting caught and therefore punished, the increased likelihood of this can act as a deterrent to offenders of whom don’t want to get caught, as the rational choice theory explains that if the rewards of a crime are outweighed by risks, the offender is going to be put off committing the offence.  As well as this, the outcomes of less crime and the formation of a safe neighborhood can provide the conditions needed for informal social controls to flourish, further reducing smaller scale crimes.  As relations strengthen, police forces can benefit from increased public satisfaction, trust and confidence from the public, this is because the police more understanding of and responsive to local communities, meaning they work in the best interest of the community.  There is also evidence that it results in improved morale amongst police forces as well as job satisfaction and motivation (Lister, Platts-Fowler and Staniforth, 2023).  It is also suggested that the relations of the police and the community contribute to a broader civil renewal agenda, one that emphasises the importance of social cohesion in neighborhoods, this shares the responsibility and ownership of issues across the communities themselves, meaning a community based off shared interest of safety which benefits all (Lloyd and Foster, 2009).  As for large scale crimes in the UK, the prevent aspect of the UK government policy contest:  The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering International Terrorism involves the police forming relations with Muslim communities across the country in order to prevent radicalisation (Cherney and Hartley, 2017).

It is important for the police to have strong community relations with people of all races, however many people of black and minority ethnic backgrounds hold the belief that they are mistreated and have a lack of trust in the police services,  and therefore have a weaker relation with the police than those of more common ethnicities.  A poll published in 2021 showed that just 37 percent of Black brits had faith in the police compared to the figure of 60 percent of all people asked (White, 2021).  Between April 2020 and March 2021 stop and searches conducted by police in England and Wales showed that 158 people of black ethnicity per 1000 people were stopped and searched compared to the white counterparts of which was 7.5 per 1000 people (Home Office, 2022).  If policing by consent isn’t operated, many of the people will resort to their own measures to deal with matters which often causes a chain reaction of crimes and violence.  Riots can also occur as a result of poor community and police relations regarding race.  The England riots that took place across five major cities in 2011 are an example of this.  Riots were caused following the fatal shooting of Mark Duggan by police in Tottenham and sparked the largest civil unrest the UK has seen in a generation, as it is believed that the shooting was because of Duggan’s race.  For five nights cities across the country were faced with major violence and fires (Modhin and Murray, 2021).  As a result of racial injustices shown by police and the lack of relations, these people are less likely to collaborate with the police in basic police activities, these activities include cooperation in preventing minor offences, cooperation in preventing criminal offences, maintaining public order and participating in criminal investigations (Nalla, Mesko and Modic, 2018).  Without participation in such activities, many crimes that could have been prevented may occur and justice might not be served if the offender hasn’t been found as witnesses prefer to not work with the police.  This is because police officers rely on any information provided by the general population regarding crime in their neighbourhoods and work alongside police in order to provide solutions to community crime and disorder problems (Community Relations Service, 2016).  However, problems in policing can occur from building relations with communities.  For example, the Telford child exploitation scandal. It was found that over a thousand children had fallen victim to sexual exploitation over a period of decades in Telford, a three year independent inquiry into child sexual exploitation concluded that the abuse of these children was allowed to continue due to a lack of investigation as there was nervousness about race, as a result children were often blamed for years rather than the perpetrators (Murray, 2022).

The sense of injustice model proposes that people of the working class will have a poorer perception of the police than their higher-class counterparts, the reasoning for this could be that they are more likely to have experienced police control actions.  As well as this, the group position model suggests that members of the higher socioeconomic classes have an increased likelihood of having strong relationships with the police as they rely on them more to serve them and their interests (Wu, Sun and Triplett, 2009).  Therefore, there is a clear connection between the attitudes of people regarding the police and the relation they have with them.  In the UK overall confidence in the police is 80%, whereas in the poorest of areas, where people of lower-class divisions live, it is just 60%.  If the police are perceived as legitimate and there to serve all communities, people are less prone to commit crime and show more chance of helping the police by acting as witnesses, offering information and helping to tackle antisocial behavior.  The neighborhood watch scheme is a method adapted to form police and community partnerships to voluntarily improve their communities.  Although, while 25% of households in the least deprived areas are members of a watch, only 6% of households in the most deprived areas are.  The training provided by such relationships would give citizens the community policing skills required to address antisocial behavior and low level crime in their neighborhoods (Frazer, 2014).  In areas of deprivation where crime is concentrated, the communities may benefit from the concept of neighbourhood policing.  The idea of neighborhood policing is to increase the level of communication between the police and the public to shape the work of the police to satisfy  the needs of the local people (Quinton and Morris, 2008).  This is important as it brings a range of benefits to the community implemented in.  Firstly, reassurance is often granted and results in increased trust in the police from locals, as well as this the sense of responsibility given to the community may provide an incentive to care more about their community and motivate them to tackle crime alongside the police as they become empowered to identify and introduce solutions to local problems and influence strategic priorities and decisions (Barnes and Eagle, 2007).  The social control or instrumental perspective argues that people’s actions are influenced by their self-interests, therefore by giving people increased responsibility regarding their community, residents are potentially more likely to work with each other to fight crime and disorder in their communities.  People of lower class are more likely to be affected by crime as they may not have the finances to replace items affected from crime such as car theft and are therefore highly benefited from a relation with the police in order to solve the crimes.  Although, people of higher classes are also affected by crime as they hold more valuable assets in which criminals might target.  However, it has been found that it is in some peoples short term self-interest to break, rather than obey the law as they feel they are more likely to get away with it as they cooperate with the police (Tyler and Fagan, 2006).

Community relations with the police is important for all genders.  The End Violence Against Women Coalition commissioned nationwide research and concluded that 47% of women and 40% of men had reduced trust in the police following the rape and murder of Sarah Everard by Metropolitan Police officer Wayne Couzens (End Violence Against Women, 2022).  It is vital that women have strong communications with the police in order to prevent crimes such as rape and domestic violence and for justice to be served to offenders of such crimes.  This is highlighted as many victims of these crimes do not report them as they fear not being believed.  74 percent of participants to a poll in 2014 felt that the police listen to the concerns of local people, whereas this has figure has dropped to 64 percent in 2022 (Kumar, Sherman and Strang, 2022).

 If the community of females is to have a stronger communication with police services, they are more likely to report the crimes they have fallen victim too, which in turn would promote more victims to come forward and help punish offenders making the community a safer place which should be a mutual goal for both locals and police.  Victims of domestic violence of whom are in need of accommodation may seek assistance from the police to find a safe place to stay once they have reported a crime, as this is stated in the Code of Practice for Victims of Crime in England and Wales, although without relations with the police, they may not receive the help they are entitled too (Ministry of Justice, 2021).

To conclude, policing by consent and the relations between communities and the police are very important across the UK, however the difficulties arise in the application and maintaining of it.  Public surveys between 2014 and 2022 show a decline in London residents’ satisfaction with the consent of policing in London.  In 2014 49 percent of participants believed they were well informed about police activities in their area, compared to a figure of 38 percent in 2022 (Kumar, Sherman and Strang, 2022).  History regarding some police forces also limits their ability to police with consent, when asked when public consent was lost a number of chief constables and officers of senior or middle management replied that it was caused by the miner strikes, and one mentioned the shooting of Jean Charles De Menezes which occurred in 2005.  an event that severely damaged the reputation of the Metropolitan Police (Robertson, 2016). In addition to this, it can be argued that consent isn’t necessarily required to control crime.  Simple crime control models state that people are rational-economic calculators in deciding whether to break the law and that the most effective weapon of the criminal justice system is deterrence, meaning that increasing the severity of sentencing and risk of punishment are seen as reasonable responses of crime.  On top of this, it is argued that offenders’ rights hinder effective crime control (Murray, 2010).  There may also be cases where the community is split by differing ideas of policing causing widespread disputes which leaves forces in a difficult situation as they aim to satisfy the whole community.
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