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Module Code: CLAH4005

Credit points: 20
Pre-requisites/restrictions: None

Taught: Semester 1

Lecturer: Errietta Bissa & Kyle Erickson

GENERAL INFORMATION

The module introduces the student to the main historical events in the Greek classical and Hellenistic periods,
such as the Persian Wars and the Peloponnesian War, the rise of the democracy in Athens, the impact of
imperialism on Greek culture, the various hegemonies of the fourth century, the rise of Macedon, Alexander’s
conquest of the Persian Empire, the creation and dissolution of the Hellenistic kingdoms, the interaction
between Greek and non-Greek culture and the emergence of the ruler-cult. The module covers the main
political changes in the course of the period relating to imperialism, federalism and evolution of constitutions
(democracy, oligarchy, monarchy).

AIM(S)

o To introduce students to the history, events and developments, military and political, of the
Greek classical and Hellenistic periods (5™ to 1% centuries BCE)

LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:

e Demonstrate an elementary understanding and knowledge of the main historical events of the
Greek classical and Hellenistic periods

e Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the ancient sources and evidence relating to the history of
the Greek classical and Hellenistic periods and an understanding of their problems and
limitations

e Demonstrate a fundamental understanding of the changes and developments in political
history in the Greek classical and Hellenistic periods

e Present written work in a manner appropriate for a relevant/professional audience

OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT US

Please feel free to come and see us if you would like to discuss any problems you may have
concerning this module. Try, if at all possible, to come during our office hours. Errietta’s office
hours are Mondays 11.15-12.00, Tuesdays 4.15-5.00, Wednesdays 10.15-11.00, Thursdays 4.15-
5.00. If you come to see us at another time and we are not in because of teaching or other
commitments, please email us (e.bissa@tsd.ac.uk, k.erickson@tsd.ac.uk ). You can also ask
questions (not confidential) in the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION


mailto:e.bissa@tsd.ac.uk
mailto:k.erickson@tsd.ac.uk

Defenders, Conquerors, Vanquished

This 20-credit module has 40 contact hours. Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, workshops
and seminars. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform
us (e.bissa@tsd.ac.uk, k.erickson@tsd.ac.uk) and your personal tutor about this.

Lectures and workshops take place on Mondays 12.15 and Wednesdays 12.15 in Tucker Theatre.

Course Outline:

Number | Title
1 Introduction to module
2 The world of the polis |
3 The world of the polis |1
4 Persian Wars |
5 Persian Wars 11
6 Pentekontaetia |
7 Pentekontaetia Il
8 Peloponnesian War |
9 Peloponnesian War 11
10 Peloponnesian War 11
Preparation for the
11
coursework
12 Spartan Hegemony |
13 Spartan Hegemony |1
14 Theban Hegemony |
15 Theban Hegemony |1
16 | 2" Athenian League |
17 2"% Athenian League Il
18 Rise of Macedon |
19 Rise of Macedon Il
20 The Classical Period
21 Alexander the Great |
22 Alexander 11
23 Alexander IlI
24 Alexander IV
25 Diadochoi
26 Ptolemies
27 Antigonids
28 Seleucids
29 The East
30 Pergamum
31 Alexandria
32 Rome |
33 Rome Il
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Number | Title
Antiochus IV and the Jewish
34 )
rebellion

35 Cleopatra

36 Dealing with essays

37 Geography and History

38 Chronological webs

39 Barbarians and not

40 Dealing with exams

ASSESSMENT

Coursework 75%

1 —1,000-word gobbet exercise 25%
2 —1,500-word essay 50%
Examination 25%

3 — 45-minute examination 25%
Course work Deadlines

Coursework 1: 1000-word Gobbet exercise
To be submitted by 11/12/12 3pm; returned by 5 February.

Coursework 2: 1500-word essay
To be submitted by 19/02/13 3pm; returned by 26 March.

GOBBET

1-1,000-word gobbet exercise 25%

You should choose ONE of the following gobbets and comment on its context and content in an essay of
1000 words (worth 25% of your final mark).

EITHER

1] This Athenians, is the message which Mardonius charges me to give you. For my own part | will say
nothing of the goodwill that | have towards you, for it would not be the first that you have learned of that.
But | entreat you to follow Mardonius' counsel. Well | see that you will not have power to wage war against
Xerxes forever. If | saw such power in you, | would never have come to you with such language as this, for
the king's might is greater than human, and his arm is long. If, therefore, you will not straightway agree with
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them, when the conditions which they offer you are so great, | fear what may befall you. For of all the allies
you dwell most in the very path of the war, and you alone will never escape destruction, your country being
marked out for a battlefield. Herodotos 8.140

OR

2] Meanwhile the envoys, already mentioned, who had gone from Syracuse to the cities after the
capture of Plemmyrium, had succeeded in their mission, and were about to bring the army that they had
collected, when Nicias got scent of it, and sent to the Centoripae and Alicyaeans and other of the friendly
Sicels, who held the passes, not to let the enemy through, but to combine to prevent their passing, there
being no other way by which they could even attempt it, as the Agrigentines would not give them a passage
through their country. Agreeably to this request the Sicels laid a triple ambuscade for the Siceliots upon their
march, and attacking them suddenly, while off their guard, killed about eight hundred of them and all the
envoys, the Corinthian only excepted, by whom fifteen hundred who escaped were conducted to Syracuse.
Thucydides 7.32

OR

3] Now when Agesilaus1 arrived, at the beginning of autumn, in Pharnabazus' province of Phrygia, he
laid the land waste with fire and sword and gained possession of cities, some by force, others by their
voluntary surrender. And when Spithridates said that if he would come to Paphlagonia with him, he would
bring the king of the Paphlagonians to a conference and make him an ally, Agesilaus eagerly undertook the
journey, since this was a thing he had long desired—to win some nation away from the Persian King. Upon
his arriving in Paphlagonia, Otys came and concluded an alliance; for he had been summoned by the Persian
King and had refused to go up to him. He also, by the persuasion of Spithridates, left behind for Agesilaus a
thousand horsemen and two thousand peltasts. Xenophon Hellenika 4.1.1-2

OR

4] Now Epameinondas, whose nature it was to aim at great enterprises and to crave everlasting fame,
counselled the Arcadians and his other allies to resettle Messene, which for many years had remained
stripped of its inhabitants by the Lacedaemonians, for it occupied a position well suited for operations
against Sparta. When they all concurred, he sought out the remnants of the Messenians, and registering as
citizens any others who so wished he founded Messene again, making it a populous city. Among them he
divided the land, and reconstructing its buildings restored a notable Greek city and gained the widespread
approbation of all men. Diodoros 15.66

OR

5] "A fine thing it is, men of Syracuse, to take the lead in establishing a friendship and, by showing
mercy to the unfortunate, to make up the quarrel. For goodwill toward our friends should be kept
imperishable, but hatred toward our enemies perishable, since by this practice it will come about that one's
allies increase in number and one's enemies decrease. [2] But for us to maintain the quarrel forever and to
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pass it on to children's children is neither kindly nor safe; since it sometimes happens that those who appear
to be more powerful turn out to be weaker by the decision of a moment than their former subjects. [3] And
a witness to this is the war which has just now ceased: The men who came here to lay siege to the city and,
by means of their superior power, threw a wall about it have by a change in fortune become captives, as you
can see. Diodoros 13.23

ESSAY
Essay title will be provided to you via Moodle in the beginning of the 2™ semester.

General assessment information: coursework

Coursework submission for this module will be through Moodle. Please follow the instructions on
the module’s Moodle page for how to submit your work. The deadline for submission will be at 3 pm
on the day given above. You will also need to retain a second electronic copy of your work to be
submitted, if deemed appropriate, to the module convenor.

Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you
may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions.
You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.

Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh,
please see the School Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements

If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for
the teaching of this module, please make sure that our Welfare Officer, Dr Kyle Erickson
(k.erickson@tsd.ac.uk), is made aware of this so that we can make sure that we fully support you in
your studies.

Returning of work

Your coursework will be returned electronically through Moodle. Detailed feedback is given on the
essay cover sheet but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see us
during one of our office hours (see times given above).

Extensions
Extensions for the submission of coursework will only be granted in exceptional circumstances; for
more information please consult the Student Guide (or the Academic Quality Handbook 7.2.16 pages
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180-181). In order to request an extension, you will need to fill in an extension request form,
available on the Faculty Office Moodle page, and submit it in good time before the coursework
submission deadline to the co-ordinator of your programme of study.

Please note that if you are given an extension, there may be a corresponding delay to the return of
your work.

Some extra assignment/essay guidelines

Help for the writing of coursework is available in the TSD and School of Classics Reference Guides,
as well as through the Student Support Moodle page. You are advised to read the relevant sections
carefully.

Marks will be deducted if your piece of coursework is not presented properly (e.g. double-spacing,
font 12 is needed). Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not
be accepted. Assessment criteria can be found in the Programme of Study Handbook and at the back
of this Module Syllabus.

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL suspect
coursework will be submitted to a Turn-It-In analysis). Please consult the Classics Reference
Guide for advice on how to reference secondary literature.

In case of problems....
Do come and see us during office hours if you have any problems with the writing or planning of
your piece of coursework. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.

Bibliography

A bibliography is provided in the Moodle space for this course. Please note that the books mentioned
there are only recommendations. You should also make use of the relevant lecture notes and
handouts and do some independent research.

Unless they are available in electronic format, all items for the reading list have been placed on
library-only or short loan and are kept behind the library counter. Note that all these items can be
reserved via the computerised catalogue — a very useful device that allows you to plan ahead with
your reading for the essay.

Exam
The exam for this module will take place in the May examination period.

The exam will constitute 25% of your final mark will last 45 minutes. The exam consists of c60
questions testing your knowledge of the period and the topics covered in this module. The exam will
test breadth of knowledge. The majority of the questions will be of the multiple-choice and short
answer types. Make certain that you attend the Exam Revision Workshop where the types of
questions and answers expected will be explained in greater detail.
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ESSENTIAL PURCHASES:

Hornblower, S. The Greek World, 479-323 B.C. 4™ edition, London: Routledge, 2011.
Errington, R.M. A History of the Hellenistic World 323-30 BC. Oxford: Blackwell, 2008.

Course Materials and Moodle

All information regarding this course, including lecture, workshop and seminar handouts,
powerpoints, this module syllabus, the bibliography, assessment assignment details and lecture
podcasts will be available in the Moodle space for this course. Further, the Moodle space for this
course will offer you a discussion board, where you can ask questions and discuss aspects of the
course with your fellow students and us.

If you have trouble accessing any of this material or the Moodle space for this course in general,
please contact as soon as possible the School Moodle co-ordinator, Dr. Errietta Bissa
(e.bissa@tsd.ac.uk).
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MARKING CRITERIA FOR ALL ESSAYS WITHIN THE SCHOOL OF CLASSICS
LEVEL 4

Exceptional (90-100%) EXCEPTIONAL FIRST CLASS. An answer that fulfils all of the criteria
for Outstanding and in addition shows a good degree of insight and some independent thought,
together with some flair in tackling issues. Work displaying the highest level of scholarship and
originality attainable at level 4.

Outstanding (80-89%) HIGH FIRST CLASS. A solid answer that provides an effective response to
the question. It should show some command of the literature and an ability to integrate that literature.
The analysis should achieve a sustained level of quality. Sources should be used accurately and
concisely to inform the answer but not dominate it. There should be some attempt at critical and
committed argument, which is mindful of other interpretations but not afraid to question them.
Presentation and the use of English should be commensurate with the quality of the content.

Excellent (70-79%) FIRST CLASS. A focused answer of intellectual quality, which adopts a
comprehensive approach to the question and maintains a sophisticated level of understanding
throughout. It should show a willingness to engage critically with the literature, using sources
effectively to arrive at its conclusions.

Very Good (60-69%) Structured work displaying an ability to deal with the sources and/or
arguments relevant to the topic under discussion and judgement in evaluating and organising
material. In the 64-60 range the work will display some of the qualities outlined above, although
some aspects will be less fully realised. The 69-65 range represents a degree of achievement in some
respects.

Good (50-59%) Competent work which covers the basic subject matter and is appropriately
organised and presented. May tend to narrative and description but does attempt to answer the
question. Work in the 54-50 band is likely to be factually sound for the most part but shows only a
general grasp of the question, and to be weak in argument. There may be some evidence of the
inclusion of irrelevant material, a certain lack of focus in the discussion or deficiencies in the
evidence used to support the argument.

Pass (40-49%) Work which is adequate but limited. It may include irrelevant material and be too
descriptive and/or narrative. Some aspects of the question may be answered, but others will be
ignored because of omissions in the reading, factual inaccuracy, difficulty in identifying the relevant
themes, or poor style, structure and presentation.

Fail (30-39%) Work which is poorly structured and of very limited relevance to the question. It may
be distinguished by a lack of supporting evidence, misunderstandings, a failure to address the
question asked, substantial generalisation and the lack of any real comprehension.

Clear Fail (20-29%) Work which shows little or no real understanding of the question and which
displays little or no evidence of learning.

Bad Fail (10-19%) Work which fails on all criteria. It could also be the mark for a very short answer
with little relevant material.

Outright Fail (1-9%) Incomplete work, or work with absolutely no relevance to the question. A
mark of O will be awarded for plagiarism or failure to submit.



Gobbet Marking Criteria Level 4

0-39% 40-49% 50-59% 60-69% 70-100%
Basic descriptor Work of an Work of a satisfactory Work of a good Work of a very good Work of an excellent or
unacceptable and standard. standard. standard. exceptional standard.

unsatisfactory level.

Focus on task and
material

Little or no focus on the
task and material.

Discernable focus on
the task and material.

Generally good focus on
the task and material.

Sound focus on the task
and material.

Acute and relevant focus
on the task and material.

Approach to task

Lack of ability to identify
and solve problems.
Poor knowledge and
understanding of the
content and/or context
of the material.
Consists almost entirely
of paraphrase.

Some attempt at
identifying and solving
problems.

Little or no evidence of
analysis.

Satisfactory knowledge
and understanding of
the content and/or
context of the material.

Ability to identify and
solve problems.

Some awareness of the
wider theoretical
dimensions of the
subject.

Good knowledge and
understanding of the
content and/or context
of the material.
Measure of analysis,

Ability to understand and
solve problems.

Sound awareness of the
wider theoretical
dimensions of the
subject.

Very good knowledge
and understanding of the
content and/or context of
the material.

Thoughtful analysis.

Ability to understand and
solve problems.
Excellent awareness of
the wider theoretical
dimensions of subject.
Analytical and critical
appreciation.
Exceptional knowledge
and understanding of the
content and/or context of
the material.

Subtle and perceptive
analysis.

Written style

Incoherent argument
and/or expression.
Inappropriate register.

Argument lacks
structure and/or
relevance.

Work tends to be
descriptive in nature.
Appropriate register.

Solid level of argument.
Satisfactory written
style. May be some
disjointed arguments.
Attempt at originality or
critical appreciation.

Well-developed and
structured argument.
Coherent writing.
Some originality and/or
critical appreciation of
the subject.

Cogent and structured
argument.

Fluent writing and clarity
of expression

Subtlety and/or originality

Evidence of
reading

Insufficient reading.

Evidence of a limited
range of reading

Evidence of a range of
reading.

Evidence of thorough
reading and preparation.

Evidence of wide and
thorough reading.

Presentation

Poor presentation with
many spelling and
grammar errors.

No or very few,
references.

Need for attention to
presentation. Spelling
and grammar errors.
Inconsistent style of
references and
bibliography.

Sound presentation.
Some spelling or
grammar errors.

Style of references and
bibliography conforms
very largely to the
programme handbook.

Clear and careful
presentation.

Style of references and
bibliography conforms
fully to the programme
handbook.

Presentation to a high
scholarly standard.
Style of references and
bibliography conforms
fully to the programme
handbook.




