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Proposed Dissertation Title: The son or the father: Does the credit for the creation of the Macedonian empire belong to Alexander the Great or to Philip II of Macedon?


Proposed Dissertation Abstract (max 250 words):  The subjugation of a vast territory from Greece to India is often credited to Alexander the Great, who led his armies to victory in one of the most successful campaigns in the classical period. However, this invasion was started by Philip II of Macedon, Alexander’s father, and could not have been achieved through sheer valour or incisive battle tactics alone. Philip worked his entire life to not only fend off threats to Macedon on all fronts, but secured the Macedonian native territory, dominated the Greek peninsula, and even secured a foothold on Asia. Philip’s military reforms are one of the most vital aspects of Macedon’s success, setting the trend for warfare across the Hellenistic world for generations. This essay therefore analyses important elements that led to Macedon’s empire, and whether they were more influenced by Philip or Alexander, assessing the contributions both men made to the conquest. Overall, while Alexander’s military prowess, bravery, and cunning diplomacy were at the forefront of the conquests, it is Philip who deserves most of the honour. Philip’s shrewd diplomacy and genius strategies secured Alexander an advanced army of elite veteran soldiers, utilising the most innovative weaponry and tactics in the world at the time, and a small empire with an excellent launching point for this already well-planned invasion. Of course, Alexander’s achievements were enormous, and deserved, but unfortunately popular history all too often forgets one of the hardest working, most ambitious, and influential kings of the period: Philip II.
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