2

                                                                                                                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk150628079]Title: Ecocriticism and its representations in literary studies 
Name: Nkalubo Arthur E.
Student number: 2211172
Course: Approaches to Research and Academic Communication (BMPF7100)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Word count: 6,554


























Abstract
This study explores and provides insight into the meaning of ecocriticism as a concept and how it is represented in English literature by analysing different literary studies on the subject. A qualitative methodology was used to get an in-depth analysis into how ecocriticism can be best understood in English literary studies.
Three issues are raised by this study namely; how the concept of ecocriticism is understood in different literary contexts, the significance of ecocriticism and re-thinking nature in English literature and briefly identifying what needs to be done to advance scholarship on ecocriticism to benefit both research and education. 
This study finds ecocriticism significant in literary studies to tackle the global environmental problems faced today. Similarly, this study recognises the broad nature of ecocriticism since it encompasses different theoretical lenses which can be studied on their own. Further, this study as well finds ecocriticism to be in transition and suggests doing more research to fully understand the concept.
Lastly, insights are provided into the representations of ecocriticism by discussing romantic and postcolonial ecocriticism which have been found to harbour implicit western ideologies in them. 
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INTRODUCTION  
[bookmark: _Hlk151850755][bookmark: _Hlk152798555][bookmark: _Hlk151755338]Literature studies relating to nature, ecology and the environment have led to the emergency of ecocriticism as a mode of literary criticism and critical theory. Traditionally, literary studies were mainly comprised in scholarship focusing on the beauty of nature and conserving the landscape while ignoring human activities. However recently, there has been concern for ecology and the environment due to threats caused by environmental degradation, global warming and increased desertification (Khan, 2019). The concept ecocriticism is now an important literary criticism in English literature relevant to our existence. Ecocriticism is defined as a study of the relationship between literature and the physical environment which two terms are used interchangeably (N. Wang, 2018). Similarly, ecocriticism is referred to as the study of literature in relation to nature, ecology and the environment while examining different social connections (Khan, 2019). Indeed, ecocriticism has become a significant literary criticism exploring the relationship between man and nature by drawing on literary works of different scholars analysing environmental concerns (Y. Wang, 2020). 
More specifically, ecocriticism is interdisciplinary since it seeks to connect scholars and scholarship relating to matters that concern the world especially the human relationship to nature. However, beyond emphasizing the harmony of humanity and nature, ecocriticism examines the destruction of nature caused by modernity most of which can be blamed on humans. Examining human behaviours and cultural responses towards the environment and ecological issues is one of ecocriticism’s key objectives. 
[bookmark: _Hlk150030366]Additionally, increased emphasis on environmental degradation and technical advancements have as well drawn attention to ecocriticism. Hence, providing the basis of exploring and understanding both the literary and theoretical research on ecocriticism. Ecocriticism is further defined as a general term covering different critical approaches exploring representation in literature and the relationship between humans and nature (Khan, 2019).  This study is essential to ecocriticism particularly in English literary studies because it adds to the debate of how ecocriticism can be best understood in different contexts. 
QUESTIONS OF THE STUDY
[bookmark: _Hlk153016873]The three main issues being analysed in this literature review are how the concept of ecocriticism is understood in some literary contexts. Similarly, the study analyses what the
Ecocriticism and its representations in literary studies
[bookmark: _Hlk152783963][bookmark: _Hlk155825626][bookmark: _Hlk151204215][bookmark: _Hlk151495233]significance of ecocriticism and re-thinking nature in English literature is. Further, this study briefly identifies what needs to be done to advance scholarship on ecocriticism as a subject to benefit both research and education. To portray this, this review focuses on a critical approach on the subject to understand and explain the representations of ecocriticism in literary studies.
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
[bookmark: _Hlk155039809]Ecocriticism has emerged specifically as a response to different needs and crises requiring urgency such as environmental degradation today and the need to understand human relationship with nature. This concept has been recognised as a modern ecological study which embraces different critical approaches exploring literature and the relationship between humans and nature. Further, ecocriticism is broad, constantly evolving and a multi-layered theoretical approach which has connected the community of literature to a larger biospheric community from natural sciences, social studies to visual productions such as films (Khan, 2019).  
[bookmark: _Hlk151156773][bookmark: _Hlk152611863]Eco-critics in pedagogy have drawn on the cultural analyses of literature, theatre and film to ensure socio-ecological justice. Ecocriticism has now moved away from nature appreciation to engage socio-political environmental issues in a complex way by including a postcolonial theoretical lens (Nazir & Harry, 2022). It is indeed as a result of social environmental bodies in the context of earthliness which have led to the emergence of ecocriticism as a major global mode of literary criticism (Khan, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk152921501]Relatedly, some postcolonial eco-critics have used imagery to invoke thematic issues relating to the post-colonial environment such as the society and landscape issues (Wanjala, 2021).  In addition, ecocriticism albeit slow has made way into non-western academic scholarship to address colonialism, neo-colonialism, the global environment and ecological issues in form postcolonial ecocriticism (Diop, 2020).
REPRESENTATIONS OF ECOCRITICSIM
One of the central issues in this study is how ecocriticism is understood from different perspectives. According to Nuri (2020), the terms “eco” and “critic” are Greek terminologies meaning an arbiter of taste and how the world should be taken care of respectively. This approach is borrowed to literature and it encompasses the interconnection and importance of both organic and non- organic worlds (Nuri, 2020). Amongst postcolonial eco-critics, ecocriticism’s engagement with postcolonial studies marks a shift from the traditional reliance 
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on some aspects of western literature to embrace literature from the global south as a major source of environmental literature. Indeed, ecocriticism has broadened its definition of the environment to acknowledge the impenetrable and undefined boundaries between human and non-human nature (Mabie, 2016). Ecocriticism encompasses an earth-centred approach to literary criticism where the notion of “the world” is broadened to include the whole ecosphere and a connected web of natural, cultural and supernatural phenomena (Khan, 2019). Changes in ecocriticism undermine ecocriticism’s anti-anthropocentrism past which detached Christian literary scholars from actively engaging with the literature and the environment (Mabie, 2016). Relatedly, Mabie (2016) mentions that some literary scholarship on ecocriticism has engaged with issues of environmental justice in a complex way to embrace environmentalism of the poor. However, this was not the case before in ecocriticism as the idea of landscape was largely linked to capitalism (Davies,2018). According to Davies (2018), a new form of Romantic ecocriticism has now emerged to distance itself from the historical materialism and rampant industrialism to focus on nature. 
Romantic ecocriticism
[bookmark: _Hlk152947527][bookmark: _Hlk152615236]Understanding ecocritical scholarship on romantic literature requires examining the history of British romanticism. The Romantic period was connected with thinking about the relationship with the non-human world. Further, romanticism was as well associated with an escalation of capitalism from the end of the eighteenth century to the early nineteenth century with specific focus on the landscape (Davies, 2018). Besides the landscape, the Romantic period was largely linked to the breakdown of community relations while creating different classes of people and other capitalistic ideals relating to labour. (Davies, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Hlk152783517]In fact, ecocriticism has been regarded with suspicion globally since it has been perceived as harbouring Eurocentric ideas since nature writing on land and landscapes is not new in the global south literature (Diop, 2021). Literary works depicting the love of nature and the landscape existed in the postcolonial context (Wanjala, 2020). In some western fields of knowledge there is still guilt over environmental devastation due to the negativity of allowing humans to dominate the earth in the form of anthropocentrism. Some western scholars and critics still harbour anthropocentric views on the environment despite challenges from postcolonial critics who perceive such views as being in the interests of the wealthy western nations but not the global poor (Mabie, 2020). Indeed, when some post-colonial jurisdictions 
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[bookmark: _Hlk152947900]dealt with the impact of colonialism, the western eco-critical scholars’ concerns were centred on the impact of modernity and industrialisation hence the slow response from non-western scholars. (Diop,2021). Further, increased interest in postcolonial works has led to greater awareness of historical power disparities which has further led to the rise of postcolonial Ecocriticism (Mabie, 2016).
Post-colonial Ecocriticism
[bookmark: _Hlk152949844]Ecocriticism’s concern with marginalised and minority authors today has led to the fusion of ecocriticism and postcolonial environmentalism with emphasis on place and community. Increased attention to non-western literary works has led to call for new ways of addressing interconnectedness on a global scale (Nuri, 2020). Similarly, in engaging with postcolonial studies, ecocriticism has now moved away from western nature literary studies to works from the global south which offer wealth of environmental writings to include both humans and nature. More importantly, ecocriticism engagement with environmental justice undermines its role in anti-anthropocentrism which led to the reluctance of some theorists to engage with ecocriticism (Mabie, 2016).  
Further, postcolonial theorists tend to define postcolonialism in broad terms beyond relationships between native and invading societies or cultures to include animal and environmental studies. Postcolonialism deals with colonialism, sexism, relations between cultures and societies to the interests of disadvantaged groups in the global south (Diop, 2022). Wanjala (2020) mentions that at the expense of the historical impact of modernity on indigenous people and their cultures, western ecocriticism broadly adds ecology a scientific aspect to literary criticism. Similarly, Mabie (2016) argues that postcolonial studies from the global south have now challenged the traditional dominance of western environmental literature and traditions which have instigated environmental devastation globally. However, the logic of colonialism and the devastation of the environment should give western scholars a chance to make amends by reconciling the past filled with historical injustices (Mabie, 2016). 
Relatedly, some postcolonial theorists go beyond revealing the conflict between nature and humans to revealing sympathy towards destroyed nature and criticism towards the exploitation of nature (Y. Wang, 2020). Postcolonial scholars have mostly been keen on highlighting regional rather than global concerns (Diop, 2020), (Wanjala, 2020). Ecocriticism has however included the entire ecosphere to the world while paving way for global citizenship based on 
[bookmark: _Hlk156450266]Ecocriticism and its representations in literary studies
everyone relating to the earth against capitalism and climate change affecting post-colonial jurisdictions as well (Khan, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk152943547][bookmark: _Hlk152939820]This study investigates ecocriticism and how it is represented in different contexts. While several eco-critics have given ecocriticism heterogenous interpretations, ecocriticism in literature has always had the relationship between humans and nature as its underlying basis (Khan,2019). Due to the broad and complex nature of ecocriticism, it has now moved away from focusing on nature appreciation to socio-political and sustainability issues relating to the environment (Nazir & Harry, 2022). Indeed, there is need to gain a deeper understanding of ecology and human relationship with nature before understanding ecocriticism and its significance, (Khan, 2019).
ECOCRITCISM’S SIGNIFICANCE AND RE-THINKING NATURE 
One of the central aspects of ecocriticism today is that ecological advancement is very significant globally despite progress on the environment which cannot be achieved in the short-term. This effort requires not only socio-political forces but also linguistic and literary forces to accomplish. Therefore, literary criticism will always continue to be significant in both literature and human society for as long as problems continue to persist in nature. From an ecocritical point of view, literary works advocating for nature and animal welfare are enough to raise consciousness amongst humans to love nature and highlight human-nature conflicts (Y. Wang, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Hlk152919499]Additionally, ecocriticism as well pays more attention to how environmental problems threaten both nature and vulnerable human beings particularly in the global south (Mabie,2016). Postcolonial theorists and non-western literary scholars admit to an increased awareness and the need to include ecocritical issues from a global standpoint. However, this inclusion requires non-western ecocritics to first understand the complexity and interplay of factors relating to the environment including both social and historical factors in a postcolonial perspective (Diop, 2020). Relatedly, amongst some post-colonial scholars, the focus on landscapes in literary studies has had negative connotations since these landscapes are sometimes portrayed as symbols furthering colonial legacy through displacement of people and the disruption of the natural ecosystems reflecting an altered image of ecocriticism. Despite a complex image that landscape symbolises, ecocriticism has been used as a pedagogical strategy due to the seriousness of the environmental problems we are facing today (Nazir & Harry, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk156452525]Ecocriticism and its representations in literary studies
[bookmark: _Hlk153012276]Scholars in ecocritical studies mainly explore the relationships between humans, animals and the environment generally. However, earlier people in medieval Britain were raising important but complex questions about relations between humans and animals on ethical grounds (Ralph, 2017). Ecocriticism connects literature studies to the problems we face globally to keep our behaviour towards the environment in check while directing literary scholarship to more pressing problems on the planet (Khan, 2019). Similarly, Ecocriticism has now become an important field of study addressing human and non-human nature relationships in literature. Indeed, the concept has been interpreted broadly to include literatures from different places and periods making ecocriticism interdisciplinary. Even though the main focus of eco-critics is nature and literature, one issue remains important which is the ecological interpretation of different works (Kahn,2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk152938641]Eco-critical interpretations of post-colonial works reveal that analysing the conflict between nature and humans is enough for ecocritics to awaken the human consciousness to love nature. Building an ecological civilisation has now become a global matter even though results cannot be achieved quickly (Y. Wang, 2020). Destroying the ecological chain would lead to humans facing serious problems. Therefore, creating a healthy ecological balance is important to create a socio-cultural ecology (N. Wang, 2018). In teaching literature, the relationship between nature and humans is connected. The human- nature relationship means that humans form part of the ecosystem and therefore they have to live in harmony with nature. The physical world exists for both human and non-human nature despite the physical world being capable of both empowerment and pain (Nazir & Harry, 2022). 
ADVANCING ECOCRITICISM SCHOLARSHIP
[bookmark: _Hlk152951443][bookmark: _Hlk152788543]As the study shows above, eco-critics argue that by ecocriticism taking a postcolonial perspective, it offers scholars to engage with ecocriticism as a scholarly project in order to advance global environmental justice. This scholarly effort could provide opportunity for a new global environmentalism among the global poor and vulnerable. Despite raising awareness on the environmental in the global south, some literary scholars have almost not engaged each other successfully on ecocriticism (Mabie, 2016). In the Asian context, there is call for restoring ecological balance jointly to re-build a good socio-cultural ecology. Confucianism which advocates looking at nature in holistic terms rather than gaining dominance over nature has led to increased literary studies on ecocriticism in Asia (N. wang ,2018).   
[bookmark: _Hlk156505436]Ecocriticism and its representations in literary studies
Accordingly, N. Wang (2018) connects the ecological imbalance in Asia to industrialisation while relating nature to the embodiment of spirituality namely; harmonious and pleasant despite environmental reality being very complex.
[bookmark: _Hlk152787325]Besides exploring postcolonial issues and environmental justice, ecocriticism has added unexplored literary works and genres advancing ideas of non-western authors and different minorities to reach a broader audience (Nuri, 2020), (Nazir & Harry, 2022). In different fields of knowledge, ecocriticism has created challenges as well opportunities for scholars to engage with literature and the environment which could pave way for new forms of environmentalism. In divergent fields of knowledge, ecocriticism portrays a lack of interest which accounts for the late entry into literature and the environment by scholars in these particular fields (Mabie, 2016).  Romantic ecocriticism encourages looking at nature as some scholars did during the romantic period which is important for continuing with historical traditions of environmental awareness (Davies, 2018).
Khan (2019) suggests different methods in which ecocritical education would be useful in pedagogy namely; Outdoor education with ecocriticism to remind students the importance of nature and the importance of field trips to open places within a school context to understand the environment. Besides ecocritical scholarship needs to be comprehensive like a healthy ecosystem based on the diversity of humans and nature. Eco-education could include aspects such as gender, race and class in the study of literature relevant to students’ experiences (Khan, 2019). Ecocriticism has been used to significantly re-orient education since it is perceived as being more than a science which is why ecocriticism has been added to the English curriculum as a pedagogical tool advancing environmental issues today (Nazir & Harry, 2022). Indeed, Khan (2019) rejects the notion that ecocriticism is a science while insisting that, one has to understand both ecology and the ecosystem in biological terms (Khan, 2019). However, for as long as environmental problems still subsist, literary criticism will continue to play a major role in both human studies and literature studies (Y. Wang, 2020).
METHODOLOGY
To answer the questions raised by this study, a qualitative research methodology was used for this study. Qualitative research aims at attaining an in-depth understanding of a specific phenomenon and its context (Sanders et al., 2015). The methodology choice is always dependent on the purpose and nature of the research (Fleming & Zegwaard, 2018). This study 
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used first some exploratory google searches on the format and ideas on the structure of a literature review which revealed some ideas. Later, an online search for the word “ecocriticism” was done through the university of Wales Trinity Saint David online library without particularly revealing the intended results at first. The search was then expanded using keywords such as “ecocriticism and literature” and later “ecocriticism and English literature” which led this study to some useful peer reviewed articles and journals on ecocriticism in English literature.  
Further, more articles were randomly selected through searches on the Google scholar database with specific focus on articles written on ecocriticism in English literature using the same keywords above. The research selection was limited to articles written within the last ten years. These articles selected examined existing ideas theoretically through analysing and interpretation of data from different works on ecocriticism in English literature. Theoretical works are composed of existing literature combined with the author’s experiences and perspectives. Since theoretical works arise from reflections or analyses based on empirical data from existing theories, they can focus on expanding or refuting existing theories (Bispo, 2023).
[bookmark: _Hlk156044077]This study uses a case study in ecocriticism as a research strategy to answer the questions raised. A case study strategy is vital if the researcher would like to understand the context of the research and its processes thereof (Sanders et al., 2015). According to Sanders et al. (2015), a case study strategy can lead to insights into the research of a phenomenon in its real setting and context. A case study is a research strategy involving empirical investigations of a phenomenon within its context using multiple sources. A research strategy is defined as a plan how a researcher intends to go about with their research (Sanders et al., 2015).
[bookmark: _Hlk154032865]The data was collected using a qualitative methodological approach to interpret the materials collected. Following this, was an in-depth study, analysis and interpretation of the data from the selected articles on the subject. Interpretivism as a research paradigm is used mostly in qualitative methods. Interpretivism works with subjective meanings in the social world to reconstruct and understand these meanings without distorting them (Goldkuhl, 2012). According to Shah (2021) in interpretivism, people’s knowledge or understanding of reality is socially constructed and social meanings are broadly contextualized when studying a phenomenon. Important to note here is that, since reality is not dependent on scientific research tools or methods, the findings and results maybe unverifiable which could sometimes lead to reliability questions. However more specifically, interpretivism considers human subjective 
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interpretation which is based on the researcher’s world perception (Shah, 2021). In interpretivism, understanding the subjective meanings of people in research is important since the natural world is meaningless until when a researcher constructs their own interpretation to it. The human social world is full of meaning and it is built on subjective and shared meanings. The main idea of interpretivism is to work with subjective meanings in the social world to acknowledge that they exist, reconstruct them, understand them, avoid destroying them and use them to build theory (Goldkuhl, 2012).  Altogether, this study uses interpretivism to understand the data collected. Through the content analysed, the representations, significance and the needs to advance scholarship on ecocriticism in English literature are explained and understood by this study.
Ethical considerations
When using the internet for research there is need to consider potential for ethical problems rising when seeking access to data and there are several ethical principles to adhere to irrespective of data collection method.  Once access is granted the researcher needs to remain within the realms of the research project. Consequently, the data has to be accurately and fully retrieved. Maintaining objectivity throughout the research without being selective or misrepresenting the accuracy of the data collected is vital for any researcher. Most importantly, the conclusions drawn from the data collected might not necessarily concur with researchers from the original study (Sanders et al., 2015). Similarly, there is increased focus on ethical conduct in research today as society expects greater accountability from all research. Journals should adhere to ethical publishing standards to ensure that research is conducted in an ethical manner (Fleming & Zegwaard, 2018).
Ethics are important in formulating a research design. Ethics in research refers to how appropriate a researcher’s behaviour is in relation to the rights of those subject to the researcher’s work or affected by it. Research ethics relate to the whole research process from formulating and clarifying our research topic, design or accessibility to research up to the research findings in a moral and responsible way. Further, obtaining any data is dependent on gaining access to a source which suits your research questions. Research requires expressing values throughout all stages for credibility purposes. Our values are guided by human actions and they are the basis of our judgement in terms of axiology. Axiology is a branch of philosophy that studies judgements about value. Indeed, the researcher’s interpretations of the data 
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collected and analysed could unconsciously be influenced by the researcher’s values and assumptions (Sanders et al., 2015). 
DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDIES USED
Before describing the studies used in this study, it is important to note that the studies chosen in this research adopted an interpretivist epistemology and a subjective ontology to address the representations of ecocriticism and explain the reality in the works as shall be seen under this section. 
[bookmark: _Hlk154072748]Ontology and epistemology are interconnected in interpretivism because understanding meanings socially is so important in making ontological assumptions (Goldkuhl, 2012).  Ontology is defined as the nature of reality and it concerns itself with determining the nature of the existence of a particular phenomenon (Junjie & Yingxin, 2022). Ontological assumptions impact on how we see and study the objects we research (Sanders et al., 2015). Similarly, interpretivism considers knowledge and the truth to be dependent on how we interpret reality in different social contexts (Junjie & Yingxin, 2022).  In interpretivism, all reality is subjective and could differ depending on individuals because there is no objective reality or truth in the social world (Shah, 2021). Under subjectivism, our social reality is derived from our own perceptions and actions (Sanders et al, 2015). Epistemology is concerned with how knowledge develops and how researchers view the world around them (Junjie & Yingxin, 2022). Having defined ontology, interpretivism and epistemology, it is now worth presenting some descriptions of studies used together with the ontological, epistemological and methodological assumptions underlying some studies. 
The first study is entitled: From Environmental Degradation to the Waste Economy of Postcolonial Desire: Ecocritical footprints in Touki Bouki and the Hyenas. This study analyses ecocritical issues and visual effects portrayed by a west African film called Touki Bouki and Hyenas.  The study examines why ecocriticism at its inception was reluctant to make inroads in non-western academic circles (Diop, 2020). To answer this question, the author while analysing African cinema argues that ecocriticism was deemed Eurocentric since African filmmakers through eco-cinema practised ecocriticism unwittingly without realising it. Ecocinema has now merged to fill the gap left by ecocriticism in the African colonial context (Diop,2020).  In his findings, Diop (2020) asserts that African eco-critics had embraced writings 
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on nature such as land and landscape issues with no rush to adopt ecocriticism as promulgated by the western postcolonial thinkers to “white out” Africa.
This study uses an ontology of film by invoking a social world of visual meanings. In this world, the study assumes that the world being investigated is comprised of many visual entities or films which are subject to different interpretations, thoughts and social meanings. The research of this visual world is manifested in the study seeking to analyse African film through observation as a methodology to interpret the role of ecocinema in ecocriticism in a postcolonial context. The epistemological assumption underlying this study is interpretivist. Interpretivism assumes that reality is subjective and it can differ depending on individual (Shah, 2021). Indeed, the reality in this text seems subjective since it assumes a visual world of meanings through ecocinema (Diop, 2020). In subjective ontology, social phenomenon is created from human imagination (Sanders et al, 2015).
The second study is entitled: Three Waves of Ecocriticism: An overview. This study analyses how ecocriticism has evolved since its inception from the Anglo-American pastoral life and wilderness in literature to the urban landscapes while embracing environmental justice, eco-imperialism, feminism and postcolonial ecocriticism during its second and third waves. This study methodologically analyses articles on ecocriticism and argues that the first wave of ecocriticism typically privileged rural and wild spaces over urban spaces. The second wave ecocriticism rejects the superficial separation of both rural and urban spaces while embracing environmental justice as a whole and stresses the notion of marginalised communities in particular (Nuri, 2020). Nuri (2020) mentions as well that the third wave covers a more comparative, trans-cultural ecocritical studies to compare human experience across cultures.
As for the study above, it adopts a subjectivist ontology. A subjective ontology perceives reality through the actions and understanding of the social actors while asserting that there is no social reality other than what people purport it to be (Saunders et al, 2015). Indeed, this study could be affected by the subjective bias of the researcher since the data is dependent on a specific context. In this study, the researcher assumes that there are some realities in the texts examined which could explain and compare the different waves of ecocriticism. 
The third study is entitled: History (and or Historicity) of Ecocriticism and Ecocritical History: An Introductory Overview. This study explores and raises the significance of the rise of ecocriticism into a post-modern literary approach while adding to the discussion as to how 
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ecocriticism is heterogenous in nature. The study as well discusses how human activity such as the destruction of the environment has led to the rise of ecocriticism yet human culture is inter-dependent on nature, affected by it and affecting it at the same time (Khan, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Hlk152654889]The ontological stance of this study is concerned with the human world of meanings and interpretations as the study explains the broad nature of ecocriticism in literary studies. According to Junjie & Yingxin (2022), the purpose of interpretivist research is to study how different realities give meaning. Interpretivist paradigm advocates examining the subjective meaning of humans (Junjie & Yingxin,2022). The epistemological stance portrayed seems interpretivist in nature since the researcher examines how ecocriticism is referred to by different scholars. Therefore, interpretivism is the underlying paradigm of this study.
The fourth study is entitled: Hemingway’s Ecological Consciousness in “An African Story”. This paper examines an Africa-themed story from an ecocritical perspective to offer insight into the exposition of conflict between humans and nature. The main aim of this study is to examine the relationship between man and nature and the conflict of man and nature. The main issues in this study are why man cannot live in peace with nature and why man had to be violent towards nature? The study portrays man’s cruelty to animals and the conflict between man and nature through a third person narrative point of view. Accordingly, the study finds that the story is a presentation of sympathy towards the destroyed ecology and criticism against exploitation of nature by humans and that man is related to nature and vice-versa. The study also argues that eco criticism should not be regarded as a new form of criticism but one which continues to play a major role in literature and inspire people to love nature (Y. Wang, 2020).
The fifth study is entitled: An animal studies and Ecocritical Reading of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. This study analyses a fourteenth century poem which portrays medieval attitudes towards animal hunting for sporting purposes in Britain from an ecocritical perspective. This study portrays medieval attitudes towards hunting animals for sport. Similarly, this study focuses on examining the unclear meaning and ethical distinction between animals and humans in medieval literature. The methodologically, this study relies on qualitatively analysing scholarly works by some ecocritics on medieval and animal studies. 
Further, the study mentions that the middle ages were not only influenced by Christian theology but also later the moral framework of Aristotle which separated humans from animals. However, some medieval scholars rejected the rationalisation of animal killing. In its findings, 
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the paper also highlights that in medieval Europe, animals were not distinct from humans on moral and philosophical grounds as in the modern world and that non-human species should as well be recognised as moral entities (Ralph, 2017).
The sixth study is entitled: Uncovering Environmental and sustainability Education Themes in Caribbean secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) English Literature. This study examines how ecocriticism can be used as a pedagogical tool for teaching environmental and sustainability education in secondary schools in anglophone Caribbean countries. The issues considered included the conceptions of environment as portrayed from the works chosen from the curriculum and what human-environment relationships are portrayed in the studies selected. This study methodologically conducted ecocritical analyses from two literary works in the Caribbean curricula to reveal the themes and the pedagogical implications of ecocriticism as a pedagogical strategy. Further, the study found that the literary works analysed have opportunities to teach environmental and sustainability studies in English literature. Similarly, the study found that in Caribbean literature, there exists tangible material to deepen environmental education (Nazir & Harry, 2022).
The seventh study is entitled: Introduction: Ecocriticism and Eco-civilisation in the Confucian Cultural environment. This study while analysing ecocriticism in East Asia, explores the impact of ecological and environmental problems today. The study examines how ecological knowledge from the ancient Asian philosophy of Confucianism and Daoism could ecologically be important and offer ecological solutions in the Asian context. The study raises the following question; What literary scholars can do to solve ecological problems in the environment? The study analyses different studies on ecocriticism methodologically to answer the question above. Further, this study finds that literary scholars could utilise the wisdom from Confucianism and Daoism because these philosophies have many ecological resources (N. Wang, 2018).
This study bases its interpretation on the moral standards of Confucianism to analyse ecocriticism in East Asia while acknowledging effects of industrialisation on human to nature relations and the ecological chain which has broken human relations (N. Wang, 2018). Similarly, the study uses an ontology of a social world of meanings with an interpretivist epistemological stance to answer how ecological solutions to the environment can be achieved (Junjie & Yingxin, 2022).  According to Junjie & Yingxin (2022), in this world, the nature of 
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reality can be based on one’s inner thoughts or interpretations as the researcher uses the world around them to derive meaningful reality. 
The eighth study is called: (East) African Postcolonial Ecocriticism: Revisiting Okot P’ Bitek’s Song of Prisoner. This paper examines a poem to highlight political and environmental issues using postcolonial ecocriticism in the East African context. The study uses imagery drawn from post-colonial Africa to evoke themes on the environment and critique the neo-colonial political order. Relatedly, this study partly focuses on how nature imagery can be used to highlight a realistic presentation of the social and neo-colonial order in post-colonial Africa through a close reading of the poem by Okot P’bitek called Song of Prisoner (Wanjala, 2020).
The ninth study is called: Romantic Ecocriticism: History and Prospects. This study analyses the origins, development and future of Romantic ecocriticism in three parts focusing on British literature from 1780-1830. First, the study analyses measures both taken and not taken in ecocritical studies during the romantic period between 1970 and 2000.  Second, the study portrays the diversity of Romantic ecocriticism in the twenty first century. Third, it discusses the need for romantic eco-critics to focus on environmental changes related to the industrial revolution. An important issue in the study was the question of whether humankind should be part of nature or apart from nature? This study advances a close reading of selected literary works on romantic literature methodologically to examine ecocriticism in romantic British literature. The study finds that romantic ecocriticism needs to work towards a critical history of environmental exploitation (Davies, 2018). 
The tenth study is entitled: The field is Ripe: Christian Literary Scholarship, Postcolonial ecocriticism, and Environmentalism. This study analyses ecocriticism from a Christian perspective while encouraging engagement with other literary scholars on ecocritism. Further, this study challenges Christian ecocritics to embrace ecocritism since the colonial turn in ecocriticism has opened new opportunities for Christian literary scholars. This study raises a possibility of Christian ecocritics to create a new wave of environmentalism to advance global environmental justice. The study concludes that postcolonial ecocriticism offers opportunity for Christian literary scholars to dialogue on literature and the environment but it also creates challenges (Mabie, 2016).

Ecocriticism and its representations in literary studies
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
This section presents the findings from the analysis of different articles on ecocriticism. Relatedly, this part highlights as well how ecocriticism is understood in literary studies, the significance of re-thinking nature and identifying what eco-critics can do to offer scholarship on the subject in the area of education and research.
This study finds that ecocriticism is a significant literary criticism exploring humans and nature relationships to raising consciousness about the environment (Y. Wang, 2020).  Diop (2020) mentions that to understand ecocriticism, there is need to internalise the complex interplay of factors relating to the environment especially in postcolonialism. In the postcolonial context, ecocriticism is deemed broad and mainly slow in making progress in the global south due to the impact of colonialism and the concern for modernity amongst western eco-critical scholars (Diop, 2021). However, the ecocinema explored in post-colonial West Africa does not necessarily represent the whole of Africa and the films explored are seemingly suited for a western audience contrary to the trends in African cinema. Indeed, the films explored are sponsored and tainted with western narrative patterns even though they portray environmental degradation and its effects in the African perspective (Diop,2021). Ecocriticism is a challenging and an interdisciplinary subject connecting different scholars to global matters such as environmental degradation (Khan, 2019). 
Despite creating challenges in some fields of knowledge (Mabie, 2016), ecocriticism has created opportunities for scholars in divergent fields to engage with literature and the environment which might pave way to newer forms of environmentalism.  In Romantic ecocritical culture, nature was a basis of harmony and unity of mind which could be used in education to further historical traditions of environmental awareness (Davies,2018). Relatedly, in Confucianism, nature has been regarded in holistic terms accounting for increased attractiveness of literary studies on ecocriticism in Asia which different countries can imitate (N. Wang ,2018). Khan (2019) seems to agree with this by suggesting that a wholistic view of the universe is a value-centred one with the interconnectedness of all things from nature to spiritual beliefs and human relationships. 
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Literary criticism in ecocriticism is informed by ecological awareness and recognition of the interconnectedness of humans and nature (Khan, 2019). Eco-critics in pedagogy have drawn on the cultural analyses of literature, theatre and film to ensure socio-ecological justice which could be used to teach environmental justice in schools. Ecocriticism has now moved away from appreciating nature to combating issues relating to a sustainable environment. Indeed, ecocriticism has evolved to include post-colonial theoretical lenses such as feminism and the queer theory (Nazir & Harry, 2022). According to Diop (2022), ecocriticism has been given an extended interpretation to include notions such as racism and postcolonialism which can be studied on their own which has led to lack of a clear definition. Wanjala (2022), mentions that western eco-critics have expanded the notion by including a scientific aspect of ecology while neglecting the colonial impact on indigenous people. Ecocriticism is indeed considered to be undergoing transformation for scholars willing to engage in the subject (Mabie, 2016).
Different scholars view ecocriticism as a western scholarly field because it delayed in addressing issues on colonialism (Diop,2020). However, some scholars on the environment disagree and argue that there is need to re-analyse some scholarly works from an ecocritical point of view. Ecocriticism cannot be deemed a new literary criticism even in a postcolonial context (Y. wang, 2020). 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk152948399]The study offers an insight into the representations of ecocriticism, how it is important to re-imagine nature and how ecocriticism can be significant to educators as a pedagogical tool. 
In examining how ecocriticism is represented, this study briefly discusses both postcolonial and Romantic ecocriticism while noting that there are several other types of ecocriticism. According to the study, romantic ecocriticism is represented as having been characterised by capitalism and the disintegration of societies in the global south as opposed to being connected to the environment. The issue of landscape which is the basis of romantic ecocriticism is associated with trauma, power disparities and displacement of people in some places today.  
Similarly, engagement with postcolonial ecocriticism has now moved away from western nature literary works to highlight environmental justice in the globally. However, there is still a relevant amount of suspicion since ecocriticism is deemed to have underlying connotations in 
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western ideologies. Postcolonialism as well is complex and it is defined broadly without including native and invading societies while excluding the environment which serves as a basis of ecocriticism. Importantly, this study only highlights two types of ecocriticism presented above which is by no means representative of ecocriticism as a whole field of study.
[bookmark: _Hlk152952298][bookmark: _Hlk152952566]The study recognises that ecocriticism is significant because it connects literary studies to global environmental challenges despite the concept being heterogenous and interdisciplinary in nature. The wider application of ecocriticism to aspects such as racism and sexism means ecocriticism lacks a proper definition since many of the critical approaches can be studied on their own. To some non-western scholars, nature is regarded in holistically unlike in western scholarly works that are mostly not devoid of anti-anthropocentric views which could be defeatist in itself towards ecocriticism.  Therefore, this study concludes that ecocriticism is still in transition and more research in literature is needed to fully understand this concept.  
Lastly, ecocriticism has evolved over the years to enable scholars from different fields to engage with English literature and the environment despite some challenges. Postcolonial works which have led to increased awareness power disparities as a result of historical injustices can help to engage scholarship and benefit educators to advance global environmental justice. As long as environmental degradation exists today, there will always be need for ecocriticism in literature studies.
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