Title - To what extent has new legislation changed the polices approach towards dangerous dogs.

Chapter 3 – Methodology


3.1  Introduction 
This chapter of the dissertation is to analyse the research methods that will be used to answer parts of the objectives for the dissertation. The objectives for this piece of writing are, to analyse how the Dangerous Dog Order 2023 has made improvements to existing legislation, to assess the changes that new Dangerous Dog legislation will have on the policing role and to assess the impact the Dangerous Dog Order 2023 will have on policing. The previous chapter of this piece of writing highlighted each objective by reviewing literature that is already available. This research is being completed to further emphasise the gap in research around the effects that this new legislation has had on the policing role by including personal opinions of officers who are dealing with this change daily. 



3.2  Research Strategy 
There are many different research strategies that have been looked at to complete this section of the dissertation. The focus for choosing a research strategy has been the use of Saunders research onion (2007). “Saunders’ research onion describes the different decisions you’ll need to make when developing a research methodology” (Gradcoach.com, 2021). Saunders research onion has assisted in choosing the research strategy for this dissertation which is the use of surveys and questionnaires. This method of research is commonly used to gather information from research as it can provide both quantitative and qualitative data. This is the main reason questionnaires and surveys are used in most research projects as the main source of information. There are two different types sampling methods, the first being probability sampling which “involves random selection, allowing you to make strong statistical inferences about the whole group” (Scribbr, 2023) and the second being non-probability sampling which “involves non-random selection based on convenience or other criteria, allowing you to easily collect data”. (Scribbr, 2023). The sampling method that will be used for this piece of writing will be non-probability as this will benefit the findings from the research. Using this sampling method will allow comparison data to be collected as the sample can be made up of police dog handlers, dog legislation officers and front-line response officers. This will allow comparison to take place on the research findings as there will be a varied response between the sample. This is due to the effects this change in legislation has had on these officers and their role as a police officer. There will be no difference in the types of questions given to each participant of the survey/questionnaire to ensure there is no issues surrounding the bias of the results. 

3.3  Data Collection 
The results that will be gathered from the survey/questionnaire will be a mixture of qualitative and quantitative data. The difference between these specific types of data can be defined as, “Qualitative research involves collecting and analysing non-numerical data to understand concepts, opinions, or experiences. It can be used to gather in depth insights into a problem or generate new ideas for research”. (Scribbr, 2023) and “Quantitative research is the process of collecting and analysing numerical data. It can be used to find patterns and averages, make predictions, test casual relationships, and generalise results to wider populations” (Scribbr, 2023). This type of research is going to provide results which are a mixture of Qualitative and Quantitative due to the style of questions that will be asked and the target sample. Due to time constraints and individual circumstances, it will be more beneficial to complete the research through online surveys and questionnaires as this will assist in analysis on the themes and patterns of the sample’s answers and responses. To analysis the data that is collected, consideration will be taken around the use of charts and graphs to provide a visual results table. The positives of using graphs and charts for data analysis is that “graphs allow an analyst to easily spot trends and patterns in data without needing to ask if they are present” (Graphia, 2022). The use of this method of displaying the quantitative data found will allow future predictions to be made around the effects that the new Dangerous Dog Order 2023 will have on the policing role which will assist in answering objective two and three of the dissertation. 


3.4  Limitations and Potential problems 
Due to the time constraints surrounding the completion of the survey/questionnaire and gathering the answers from the targeted sample of officers who complete them it will be difficult to analyse the collected data in detail. The use of bars, graphs, and charts to illustrate the findings will shorten the time frame needed to analyse the data and then assist in the analyse by offering future predictions for the effects new dangerous dog legislation will have on future policing. Another limitation that may be problematic is the distribution of the survey and questionnaire as this will be done via email and this means that it is depended on if the officers are in work and have the time to assist with the research by being apart of the sample. Due to demands at present with policing, especially in Gwent Police it may mean that some officers are too busy to complete the survey in their work time. Consideration will be taken around the number of officers the survey is sent too to ensure a large enough sample group to get the results required for detailed analysis of the findings. Also, when conducting this type of research project ethical issues are considered which is why an ethics form was completed and reviewed prior to the start of the project. To prevent any ethical issues, participants will be informed of the nature of the research and the dissertation title and that they will assist on a voluntary basis and have the option to remove themselves from involvement in the research at any stage of the project. 

3.5  Conclusion
This chapter of the dissertation has successfully identified the most suitable research method to answer the title of the piece of writing and answer the three objectives identified. The next chapter of the dissertation will present the data collected and analyse the findings through use of graphs and charts to emphasise the effects considered. 
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