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Reflection on your performance as a teacher developing Learners Welsh Language Literacy Skills (1500 words). 

This essay is a reflection of a Welsh lesson which occurred in the second week of Professional Teaching Experience (PTE). Reflection is a key aspect for the improvement of skills associated with teaching (Costa and Kallick, 2008).  Before the beginning of the lesson, a number of pupils were identified who were at a lower level than their age in Welsh and therefore their progress was the main focus during this lesson. However, all pupils were monitored to see their progression from the beginning of the lesson to the end. The introduction was filmed, where three small activities took place to activate the children’s prior knowledge.

At the beginning of the introduction, I was slightly nervous as I had not taught Welsh for a number of months and had only been with the class for a week. However, once I began the introduction, I felt more confidence and it began to come naturally to me. However, I still felt pressured to pronounce all the words accurately. This was one of my targets set by my mentor. After speaking to my mentor, she explained that my pronunciations were good however, some words I was not emphasizing the Welsh sounds clearly for example when saying ‘coch’ I was not sounding ‘ch’ correctly. I would like to practice pronouncing each sound clearly when teaching so that all the children within the class will learn to pronounce it correctly. However, being placed in a Swansea school whereas I am from Llanelli meant some words such as ‘dewch’ was pronounced differently due to the different accents which confused some pupils. 

An aspect that I felt went well was all the children interacted with the three activities, and using both hands up and random questioning, it was clear to see which children felt confident and which children were able to pronounce the Welsh words correctly. This was a good assessment for learning strategy (AFL) used in order to assess the children’s prior knowledge in the introduction about ‘dillad’ and practice sentence patterns (Nweo, 2012). In order to assess each child’s knowledge, I had to be confident with my understanding in Welsh to provide effective teaching to the class. To do this, I revised colours and items of clothing in Welsh, whilst practicing my pronunciation. After reflecting on my introduction, it was clear to see I was aware of the different items of clothing and sentence patterns. 

Another element that went well was I gave opportunities for children to collaborate and communicate with one another which is a Literacy skill in the Draft Curriculum for Wales (2020). By listening to each pupils response, I was able to see which progression step each pupil was at. I was only able to do this as I had a clear understanding of both the New curriculum for Wales (2020) and on the topic ‘dillad’. I made it a priority to differentiate my questioning and responses to suit each child’s ability however, after critically evaluating my lesson, it was clear to see I could have differentiated better for example in the introduction I could have responded in Welsh instead of English as the majority of pupils are familiar with simple responses such as ‘da iawn’. After evaluating, it was noticed that I did not feel as confident myself 




with some of the Welsh pronunciations which distracted me from clearly differentiating my introduction to suit each pupils needs. 

This lesson would have been more successful if more incidental Welsh was used. For example, during the introduction to praise pupils i said ‘good boy/good girl’ where I could have replied saying ‘gwaith da’. I also used the saying ‘da iawn’ a lot and therefore in the future I should research different Welsh statements to praise pupils. After reflection, it was clear to see I missed many opportunities to introduce incidental Wesh such as saying ‘hands up’ instead of ‘dwylo i fyny’. However, after identifying these targets it will be beneficial for future lessons. If I was more confident using incidental Welsh, the pupils within the class would also become more confident using the different phrases. Estyn (2013) supports this because using incidental Welsh allows the pupils to become more familiar with the different phrases which will develop their Welsh Language. To address this I will complete further research on the Welsh Language and practice Welsh phrases that will be beneficial in the classroom. Although this is a target of mine, I believe I have made progress from previous years, as I have gained more confidence in my understanding of Welsh and teaching of Welsh. I have began to use Welsh songs regularly to gather the children on the carpet and to tidy up their stations. This has helped with my confidence in speaking Welsh and also in pronouncing the Welsh words. Singing Welsh songs during lessons is also beneficial for the children as it helps the children understand and become familiar with the different Welsh words (Pacey, 2020). 

One advantage of this lesson was all pupils contributed in the lesson, whether that be answering questions or taking part in the main activity. Using different assessment for learning (AFL) strategies was very effective as it encouraged individuals to speak and answer questions. For example, using lollipop sticks meant pupils had to remain engage and listen out for the question in case their names got picked (Goodrich, 2012). By asking different individuals to answer questions, it was clear to see which pupils were confident in their Welsh knowledge and which pupils were able to pronounce Welsh words correctly. It was also beneficial using a success criteria as it was clear to pupils what they were expected to do during the focus task (Hattie, 2010). By using these forms of AFL, it allows the pupils to play an active role in their learning, along with being able to assess each pupils progress and understanding during the lesson (Black and Wiliam, 2006). 

One link to the New Curriculum for Wales (2020) was for the children to respond by asking questions and offering comments. This was a main focus in the introduction of the lesson and I believe this was achieved. Another link was for the pupils to use accurate and clear language when using different Welsh words and phrases. This was demonstrated within the introduction and video clip as the pupils had a go at different sentence patterns before using them in their main activity. Previously, my class mentor has mentioned when developing pupils knowledge, make sure all pupils are aware of the sentence patterns clearly before asking them to complete a task. This target was clearly met during the introduction. To ensure pupils were able to reach the learning objective, all children took part in the lesson however differentiation was key to enable each pupil to progress. 



I believe that this task was effective as strategies were used throughout in order to keep the children engaged and on task. The activities was relevant to what the children are currently learning within Welsh Development. The majority of children met the learning objective and developed skills which will benefit them in future learning. From the video it is clear to see that the children will have moved forward in their learning as they were able to activate their prior knowledge and practice sentence patterns to ask and answer questions about clothing which they have been focusing on. 

Within the introduction, the pupils had the opportunity to develop many Literacy skills, both oracy and reading skills stated in the Draft Curriculum for Wales (2020). It is important that the pupils not only can speak the Welsh language but also read and write using the Welsh language (Welsh Language Census Working Group, 2014). After this lesson, the children felt more confident reading the Welsh words related to dillad and were able to pronounce different words orally to their peers. These are great skills to have and children at the age of 7 and 8 are expected to use clear language and words within a given subject, and respond orally and written stated in the Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2008). However, I could have pushed the children further, making them read more key terms or phrases out. As a result, I would have been able to assess the chidlren’s knowledge further, seeing where the children were with their progress and development. 

In the future, if this lesson was to take place again, I would ensure that I know many different responses in Welsh to praise and reply to the pupils. I will continue to work on my target set by my mentor within my next placement which is to use more incidental Welsh within the lesson. My own personally target for the future will be to become more confident using Welsh words and phrases.  I will research more documents on Welsh and how to improve my Welsh Development in order to benefit future pupils learning. I will begin by looking at Welsh documents such as ‘Welsh in Education Action plan’ (Welsh Government, 2017).
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Video Link: 8mins 26 secs- https://youtu.be/HPGrXiLr8lk 
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Lesson Plan Phase 1

Lesson Plan – Step 1 Cynllun Gwers – Cam 1

	Student-teacher
	Rhiannon Stevens
	Class:
	Year 3 & 4

	AoLE or Subject
	Welsh Development 
	Date:
	

	Lesson Focus:
	Dillad

	Meaningful links to Curriculum 
	· View and listen carefully responding orally, in writing and non-verbally
· Respond by asking questions and offering comments
· Use accurate and clear language and words and patterns

	Meaningful links to:
Cross Curricular Responsibilities
	LLC- contribute to group discussions, sharing ideas and information.
· Explain information and ideas using relevant vocabulary.
· Listen careully and make connections between what they are learning and what they already know. 
· Include relevant details, information or observation in their writing. 

	Personal Targets (Linked to QTS and identifed in weekly review)

Welsh Language Skills- to use more incidental welsh within the lesson.





	Learning Objectives (focus on Learning- use accessible vocabulary):

	The pupils will learn to:
· To understand what dillad is.




	Success Criteria (clearly linked to each Learning Objective and related to the process and/or product of learning)
	Assessment of Pupils’ Learning
Evidence
(What have the learners to say/write/do/produce – to demonstrate learning)

	· I can explain what dillad is in english.
· I can use sentence patterns to ask what someone is wearing.
· I can use sentence patterns to say what i am wearing.
· I can say what colour a piece of clothing is.




	Dojo- random questiowning to test individuals knowledge on dillad.

Lollipop sticks- to ask individuals questions in the introduction. 

Observation- observe and monitor the pupils progress throughout the lesson. 

Think time- allow pupils time to think before answering.

Success criteria- to be completed at the end of the focus task




	Time
	Activities/Methodology/Key Concepts
(Teacher’s Role – including key teaching points,  differentiation strategies and key questions)
	Pupil Tasks
(Pupils’ role –including differentiation, engagement in formative assessment and homework)

	Resources
(Including Health and Safety requirement)

	

Opening phase  (with links to  prior learning)
	Ask pupils what is dillad?

Explain what we are doing today- dillad

Use lollipop sticks- what are different items of clothing in English (powerpoint) 

Move on to introducing colours.

Ask pupils what colour each items are on powerpoint.

Get a helper to stand at front of class.

Get the helper to wear different items of clothing- other pupils ask her/him what they are wearing and they have to answer in welsh. 

Randomly ask pupils what they like to wear and they reply in Welsh.

Incidental welsh
	The children need to remain engaged and participate in group/class discussion.

Ask questions if needed.

Randomly select pupils to answer questions.

Pupils will need to think of different sentence patterns and different items of clothing in English and Welsh.



	Dillad powerpoint

Dillad- colours powerpoint

Items of clothing 

	

Teaching & Core Learning
	In focus groups the children will discuss what was just spoken about in the introduction.

Complete the task set, supporting children who need guidance. 

Focus on supporting the lower ability pupils- L.B, E.R, T.A – propt the pupils to use the key words and sentence patterns to help them.

Incidental welsh



	In focus groups-Look over the success criteria so pupils are aware of the intentions of the lesson. The pupils will go over the different sentence patterns and questions in the introduction in a group setting where they will all have a go at at dressing up in different items of clothing and then explain what they are wearing and the colour.

HA- these groups can work mainly independently and help each other.
MA- these groups will need a little more support and therefore key words will be written on white boards to help them.
LA- these groups will need constant guidance and support and therefore will have key words and sentence patterns to help them. 

Complete success criteria.
	Key words on whieboard

Sentence patterns 

Items of clothing 

	

Plenary
	Mae hi'n amser tacluso- get the children to tidy up to the mission impossible theme tune.

Dewch i ysterdd ar a carpet gyda fi- sing this song whilst the children come and sit down.
Give dojos out to thse who have worked hard. 

End of day routine.

Incidental welsh 
	The children tidy up to the mission impossible theme song before coming to sit on the carpet.

Children to sit on carpet and talk about their work.

End ouf day routine.




	Mission Impossible Theme Tune


Dojos 
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