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Throughout this assignment I will be discussing the development of my group piece in choreography and the research and I did to develop the idea/style on how I wanted to create this piece and which choreographers I researched that inspire me to do this dance.
Before thinking of choreographing any sort of phrase I needed to do a bit of research on different  chorographers to have a better understanding on what I want to do by looking at their style of dance, the musicality they used, the emotion/connection they used in their performance etc. throughout my research I came across three choreographers I really enjoyed watching their performances. The three choreographers were, Sidi Larbi “Nomad”, Wayne McGregor “Atomos” and Seke Chimutengwende “Solo Improvisation”.
Each one of these chorographers inspired me in different ways. With Sidi Larbi’s piece Nomad  I enjoyed the musicality they used in their performance which felt like more traditional instrumental music with what I felt was Arabic/Egyptian word being sang live. I also enjoyed the way they were moving which was quite acrobatic, I also enjoyed the theme/style he had done the dance with the desert feeling on trying to have freedom from it. When watching this piece I felt that out of all of the piece I watched this was by far my favourite and wanted to only use this as inspiration, however I knew that I needed to do a bit more research because it is always good to watch different styles of performances and gain a over all image on how I want my piece to be done. 
When researching for more choreographers I came across Wayne McGregor. When watching his work Atomos I was more drawn in the way it felt like more modern than with Nomad it felt more traditional. I enjoyed seeing the dancers were in their own individual style of look but still kept to the same sort of colours. I enjoyed watching the way the dancers were dancing in their own way but in duos/ groups and also including some unison and they way they were incorporating fluidity was great to watch. After watching these two performances I had a  better understanding on what I wanted to do or my piece but I still felt I needed to at least research one more choreographer before making my idea final. 
I went on to research Seke Chimutengwende and came across his performance called Solo Improvisation. When watching his performance it wasn’t a piece what inspired me in a way however there was one thing that stood out to me and that was that fact he included his own voice live in the speaking parts of his performance and it made the piece quite eye drawing to see how he would work with peaking and dancing and the same time with the words he was saying. 
After researching and watching each chorographers piece and making a list of what I enjoyed about each performance I was reading to get started on my group piece. When thinking of the music to use I wanted to challenge myself and wanted to choose a poem to dance to at the beginning of the piece to start it off but I didn’t know what poem I should choose because I still wasn’t set on the style/theme I wanted for this dance. I went on to research different speaking poems on YouTube and I came across a poem called “Pain – Khalil Gibran”. I listened really carefully of the words in this poem and felt something to this and wanted to use this in the piece but I wanted to make sure this was the poem I wanted to use so I went to research more and kept coming back to this I decided that this would be used in the dance piece. When researching more music to be used and I still didn’t have a style/theme for this piece so I decided to go at a different approach. When thinking about the theme of the piece I had decided to not have a theme to this dance, it would be a more expression dance and the audience watching this piece would come up with their own understanding of what they felt when watching and they would have their own fought of what the piece meant to them as a theme/style, I was quite excited to do this because when creating a dance I always want/ need a theme of some sort to express more to it but I wanted to have a challenge. I went to find the other I wanted to use for the piece. The music I found was instrumental music, there were no words in any of the songs I choose apart from the poem. The instrumental music I had chosen was called “Hani Rani – Eden” and “Crying Alone”. I listened  to both of the music and felt a lot of inspiration and creativity coming along with this and I was excited to get started. 
Now that I found the music/poem’s it was time now to think of how many would be in the piece. At first I was thinking of creating a piece with four dancers including myself but the more I was thinking about the movements I wanted to do, I didn’t want the performance to be so busy with many dancers so I decided to go with creating a duet. I had asked a one of the students from my year Chloe Harrison if she would be interested in being apart of the duet with myself and she agreed. Now it was time to start creating a phrase. 
Due to a national pandemic I had to teach and have us perform the dance through zoom and I also had a lot of computer and internet problems so I was really nervous about how I was going to do this. After trying to think of a solution I came up with something to try to see f it would work. When having a rehearsal days I would video myself teaching a phrase and I would then WhatsApp the video to Chloe to learn and then she would video herself dancing the phrase and would send it to me so that I could look over it and if there were any parts of the phrase that she may needed help with we facetimed each other through WhatsApp and stuck to this system when creating and developing the dance. 
This system of working was working with us both and we had kept at this. Throughout the rehearsals they were going really well, we went from creating a phrase first with the poem as this was the first part of the dance will be dancing first and we went to work of different motifs and developing them. With this dance I had the idea to use improvisation, unison, individuality in this piece. 
After creating the poem part of the dance we went to video ourselves separately due to the fact of having internet and computer issues I could record ourselves via zoom. Through doing in this way we had to make sure that the timing was right in the areas we needed them to be and because of this it did take a couple of tries to do but when we got it, it  worked great with poem and I was starting to feel more exciting how the over parts turns out. We went on to now video our solo parts, I was quite excited for this part because it was all to do with improvisation and connecting to the music and going with how our bodies wanted to move with the music. For the last part of the piece we wanted to rehears a bit more for this as I was hitting a wall a bit as I wasn’t really feeling how I wanted to. After sitting and watching the dance I choreographed and thinking of anything different I could do I had a idea of Chloe doing the first minute or so on her own and I would come in at a point to dance the rest of the piece with her to then when it came to the end Chloe would go off and I would finish it off myself. I liked this idea because I wanted to challenge myself more for this piece and showing the different ways I could create and make this piece good without needing a studio and all of the tech needed for it. 
Once we both knew one hundred percent what we were doing it was time to video everything. When videoing I trying to think of what we needed to wear for the piece so I choose for us both to wear something that is near enough dark colours of some sort but I wasn’t so invested on what we were going to wear as I wanted this piece to be about the dancing and that’s it. When all videoing was done I went on to put everything together by using a app on my phone called “CapCut”. This app worked amazing putting all of the videos together and came out exactly how I wanted it to be. When the video was done I need to make the music more clear so I used another app on my phone called “Splice” and recoded the poem and the music on top of the dance piece make it clear and it made the video even better. The outcome of the piece was amazing I was extremely happy with how the dance was done especially having to do it all from our own home and not being able to rehears in person or in a studio setting. 
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