Voluntourism - A Critical Perspective

Assignments

1. Reflective Report (30%)
Objective: Students critically analyze a voluntourism case study using ethical frameworks like postcolonialism, neo-colonialism, or sustainability principles.
Details:
Select a real or hypothetical case study in voluntourism (e.g., teaching abroad, medical missions).
Identify ethical challenges in the case, such as exploitation, cultural insensitivity, or dependency.
Apply relevant ethical frameworks to evaluate the case's impact on local communities and volunteers.
Conclude with recommendations for improvement or alternative approaches.
Length: Typically, 1,500–2,000 words.
Assessment Criteria: Critical thinking, application of theory, clarity of argument, and depth of analysis.


2. Group Project (50%)
Objective: Teams collaborate to design a voluntourism initiative that addresses ethical concerns and promotes sustainable practices.
Details:
Create a project proposal for a voluntourism initiative, focusing on areas like education, conservation, or community development.
Address common ethical issues, such as community empowerment, proper use of volunteer skills, and long-term sustainability.
Include key project components:
Mission and objectives.
Stakeholder involvement (local communities, NGOs, volunteers).
Ethical safeguards and monitoring mechanisms.
Present the initiative through a written proposal and/or group presentation.
Assessment Criteria: Creativity, feasibility, ethical considerations, teamwork, and presentation quality.


3. Participation in Discussion Forums (20%)
Objective: Encourage active engagement in weekly discussions on voluntourism topics.
Details:
Students contribute thoughtful posts and responses to weekly prompts, such as ethical dilemmas, case studies, or theoretical frameworks.
Share insights, ask questions, and engage with peers’ ideas constructively.
Moderators may assign additional readings or pose debate-style challenges to stimulate discussion.
Assessment Criteria: Frequency of participation, relevance, depth of contributions, and engagement with peers’ responses.


NOTE:
Overall Aim: These assignments collectively foster critical analysis, teamwork, and ethical awareness in understanding and addressing voluntourism’s challenges.

Deadline: 12 January, 2025 for all Assignments, 23:59
